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1 have the honour to be 148

‘Your very obliged . 157

And obedient humble servant, - 1%

: JOHN A... 198

Bristol, Jan. 1, 1809, e 201







CONTENTS.

Page

Intyoduction ..o

Characteristics of the Inhabitants of London ....ccececvercreses 9
Englishmen 16
Welshppen n
Scotchmen. 19
Irishmen .... teseees cessetneenseencens 28
Comparison of the Engluh, Scetch, and Imh, now mndent
) in London Py
Germans .......... . 33
Frenchmen .......ccc.ciueeee. .. 8
Spaniards, Dutchmen, Jews . . 39
Nobility . o 41
49
53
........ . 57
DIress . cocciicircnsirennereiaiasencnes . N0
Female Education ..... [ . N9
Education of Youth.. ...... veeee 92
Clergy ....... N 9%
Lawyers....... 108
Physicians. .. 106
Quack Doctors ..c.eeeaeenas cose 118
CoBMEtics ..coovveernesrantensansanncane 126
Caricature and Print Shops 130
Modern Philosopbers ..... 138
Female Philosoph 145
Seduction .....c.cc.u.t 157
The Temple of Modern Philosophy .......ceeeeeriissarsenseseses 169
Literature....... seoresassesscsecsesense 188
Newspapers .... .. 198
Public Amusements....... 203
Appendix .... 211



.- 'A very entertaining and well-written performance;
the author of which appears to be a man of extensive
- knowledge, -and just observation, possessing also an .
acute discrimination of characters and mannets. We
say that it is well-written, and so it certainly is.

' Monthly Review for June, -180L. .-
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INTRODUCTION.

. ot

Anoxe those cities celebrated in history for extent,
magnificence, and population, London has for ages been
conspicuous. " The very name of this repowned capital
excites a sublime emotion in the youthful and adven-
turous individual who, emulous of distinction, pants .to
realize the expectations inspired by the fame of London.
Nor is this ambition peculiar to the inhabitants of the
‘Dritish isles; adventurers from every civilized nation
have also aspired to eminence in the English metropolis,
~ where public patronage is impartially conferred on every
meritorious candidate. R
Paris has indeed disputed the pre-eminence of London,
but the pretensions of those rival cities to distinction are
very different: for while the French capital is enriched
by the plunder of surrounding nations, and even tyranny
‘itself derives a temporary lustre from martial achieve-
"ment, the English metropolis supports her opulence,
‘dignity; and glory, by commiercial enterprize.

A
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In this immeunse capital, including a .circumference
of twenty-six miles, and containing many myriads of
human beings, the observant mind is gratified with an
inexhaustible variety of interesting objects. Society, in
all its gradations, from regal dignity .tv the depression
of indigence, affords a rich fund of amusement .and
instruction. The enjoyments and the evils of life exist
in this great city jn all their varieties; and the pyrsuits -
and mauoners of the busy, ﬂle 82y, and the dissipated,
who successwely yppear. in thig world in miniature, pre- -
sent complex views of hyman natare which puzzlg the
speculatlvg philasopher, and afford ample granﬁcatlon
o -cyriosity. - .

Adtqiratipp is the first emotion which arises in the-
'mwd of a stranger on his ayrival in London. The extent
of the squares, the rf.sxdenpe of wealth and grandeur .
the mggmﬁcence of the bridges, unequalled by any:
- other effort of human labour ; and the splendour of the
principal streets, withi shops and warehouses overflowing

with every necessary of life, every elegance of inventive.
gemus, aud every production of nature and art for the.
,gmtlﬁcauon of luxury; overwhelm the imagination. A
_healthy apd active population crowd the streets; the-
footwa)§ present an ammated scene of passengers, mows:
ing aloug the saime pavement llke two different streams;

g




iii

the air #s filled with the noise, and the earth trembles
beneath the pressure of various carriages, some for the
accommodation of the opulent, drawn by fleet horses
with the velogity of the wind, and others eonveying arti-
¢les of commerce, with a slow and regular motion, to
the place of their destination.

A general and.cursory survey of the streets of London
might induce the stranger to imagine that he had arrived
in a perfect paradise. The beauty of elegant women
moving with graceful ease in the public streets, the air of
satisfaction with which numbers of tradesmen hasten
along, eager for the completion of some important
transaction, and the complacent smile of groups of
young gentlemen sauntering arm in arm, might mis-
lead the visitor into an opinion that London was the
spot which happiness had chosen for a perpetual resi-
dence,

~ The experience of a few days will, however, effectu-
ally remove the illusion; all the false lustre diffused by.
novelty will vapish, and London and its inhabitants
appear as they are. Then will the visitor, no longer the
dupe of his own good-natare, be ready to exclaim with,
‘the poet— ‘
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¢ Oh thou resort and mart of all the earth, o
" Chequer’d with all complexions of maukind, r

And spotted with all crimes; in whom I see

Much that 1 love, and more that I admire,

And all that I abhor; thou freckled fair,

That pleasest and yet shock’st me; I can laugh,.

And I can weep, can hape, and can despond,

Feel wrath and pity, when I think on thee!”

" London has, indeed, since the revival of letters, heen-
an inexhaustible theme, on which panegyric and censure -
have equally been employed, according to the views of
the describer; for while the man of warm imagination
éxpatiated with rapture on the delights of life .which
" abound in this vast capital, the moralist discovered so
much of error and dcpravity, that his picture of the
English metropolis was a picture of deformity. Perhaps
amedium between these extremes wonld present a more
accurate portraiture of the manners and characters most
notorious in London, a city which is in.the most exten-
sive sense of the word the capital of the united kingdom.
It is, indeed, the attractive centre of science, intelli-
gence, and opulence; the important spot where legisla-
tors enact and sovereigns give activity to the Jaws; the
depositary of the national wealth, and the citadel of
national glory; the school of genius, and the temple of
}n!ellectual reﬁncment.
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“Whatever can amuse the fancy or improve the taste in
the most finished productions of human ingenuity, may
‘be found in this emporium of commerce, knowledge,
‘and elegance, In London the intellectual powers of man
are excited by the animating motives of competition,
emolument, and reputation, to a.'degree of cnergetic
vigour unattainable in the seclusion of retirement.—
-‘Hence, whatever is excellent in those polished arts
which contribute to refinement, is to be found in this
“celebrated city—a city more worthy of the attention

‘of the philosopher than ancient Rome in the zenith of
“her glory. '

" It may be asserted, that a publication like the
present is superfluous, because morality has.been re-
" commended by the elegant essays of Addison and
-others; but every age has its peculiar follies and
" fashions, which require the correction of the satirist,
nor is the present day deficient in subjects of animad-
-version. Though the liveliest exertions of intellect are
incompetent to depict the ever-varying lights and
,shades that.form a picture of London, yet the attempt
“may afford an agreeable amusement both to the writer
and the reader. To combine cheerfulness with_ reflec-
tion, and candour with satire, has been the design of the

Author, and the public patronage has. crowned hi¢
efforts with success,
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- The two mest powerful motives that keep this vast
gommunity in continual-agitation, like the undulatiods
,of the ocean, are the love of pleasure and the love of
gain. Venus and her auxiliary, Bacchus, reign in the
fashionable circles.. Masquerades, balls, fétes, public
and private theatres, and all the luxurious. delights ‘that
fancy can devise, minister to the passions and appetites
.of those sons and daughters of dissipation. Assignations,
seduction, adultery, and elopements, engage the atten-
tion of the voluptuous throng; and were a temple erect-
ed in honour of Cytherea, those numerous votaries who
. worship her in private would doubtless form a long pm-
cession to offer their gifts upon her altars.

In the clty, Plutus bas a great proportion of worship-
pers, insomuch, that were a golden image like that of
Nebuchadnezzar to be erected, numbers would sur-
" round the precious idol, and, with uplifted hands and
. admiring eyeé, exclaim, “ Gold, thou art the object .of
_our constant devotion, thy influence has extinguished
the light of justice and humanity in our minds!” .

. London being inhabited by a medley of various
pations, must consequently exhibit a curious diversity of
characters. To delineate these with the pencil of satire ;
to-trace deception and vice to their secret baunts, and

[N
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expbéé fhiem to public Fidicaléand detestation, wherever
they mizy be fouhd; is the proPér business of the honest
fatifist. Ithas-evet been his privilege to < shoot folly
as it flies)” amd if sowie readers feel that they are exhi-
bited in colours tob ghiring, let them reliiquish those
follies which are subjects of ridicule, and the censure
will be no longer applicable to them.

This work contains not only characteristics of the
native citizens, but of people from different countries
now resident in the English metropolis; remarks on
public amusements and modern literature; animadver-
sious on existing follies and vices; and a satirical de-
scription of some persons of distinction conspicuous for
their career of dmpatxon.

LX)
; »’

. The Appendlx contaiis & pMan for the melioration
of morals, and institation>of parochial associations for
- the encouragement of industry and virtue. Let the
opulent inhabitants of this great city consider all the
human beings resident here as the inmates of one im-
mense mansion, in which there are apartments appro-
priated to different persons, according to their rank,
and where it must be for the general good that each
should be comfortably accommodated, so that none
shall feel amy. temptation to infringe the rights or pro-
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perty of another. . A little reflection will convince us
that at most this noble emporium is merely a heritage
oecdpied by successive generations, in which each
individual should be solicitous to make such lasting im-
provements as may render his memory dear to posterity.

','~“-\-a;
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 SATIRICAL
VIEW O'F LONDON.
Mcta-?cti’a of the iulwbitantc 'qf London. .

Tnn first order of gitizens which claims our aitei-
tion is the merclmm? who aR undoubtedly the most
opulent and reqiec\abﬁ in the wogld, whether consider-
ed as men of business; or private’ individuals. Many of
the merchants who have: received a liberal education,
and travelled to form tommercial connections, are in-
telligent and énterprising men; but it must be confessed
that the greater number sre rather confined in their.
ideas, and consider the art of accumulating wealth as
the principel éxcellence. Dr._Johnson says,  there i
nothing In trade connected with greatuess.of mind;” on,
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the other hand, it may safely be asserted, that commerce
is essentially imstrumental to the diffusion of knowledge:
The same ship that comes freighted with merchandise,
may import a still more valtable acquisition to the state,
in the person of the traveller or philosopher, who comes
to comn:unicate new discoveres im-science. -

In consequence of their frequent intermarriages with
the nobility; the higher order of titizens are not only
more refined, but more luxurious than their ancestors.
"Many of them are possessed of elegant villas in the cir-
cumjacent counties, to which they occasionally retire
from the bustle of business; but the love of rural scenes,
whicli is so natural to man, seldom predominatés in the
mind of the mérchant, till he has realised an immense
fortune. Indeed, tlie desire of gain has become so habi-
tual to several citizens, that they continue to deal i
stock long after they.have zesigned the more arduous
toils of commerce. 'The darling pursuit of the citizen of
London is wealth, and he cheerfully devotes the energies
. of his mind to the attainment of that object.

The amusements of the higher class of citizens are si-
“milar to those of the great, whose fashions and follies the
city dames and belles are emulous to imitate, They
tread in the path defined by the atbitresses of the mode 5
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Anodur trait of tbm increasing passion for dissipe-
tiou, is the eagerness with which the wives and daughtets
of the rich uummllyvut the watering places,
There, freed from the restraints of domestic propriety,
they boldly launch imto the stream of Aigh life; where
steered by passiom, they are often shipwreeked on the
shoals of levity, or engulphed by the quicksands of vice.

€¢ Your prudent grand-mammas, ye modemn belles,
Content with Bristol, Bath, and Tunbridge Wells,
When héalth requir’d it would consent to roam;
Else more attach’d to pleasares found at home.

But vow alike, gay widow, virgin, wife,
Ingenious to diversify dall life,

In coaches, chaises, caravans, and hoys,

Fiy to the coast for daily, vightly joysj

And all impatient of dry land, agree

With one consent to rush into the sea ”

“‘The principal foible of the more respectable order of
“citizens is self-importance, assumed from a consciousness
of the possession of riches. Their most shining qualities
“are probxtv and benevolence.

A great proportion of the opulent tradesmen not ha-
ving country seats, and their amusements being limited
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“by the locility of their sphere ‘of actioh; ‘Hréy- hatura]ly,
“turn their attention to ‘the‘emjoynient of dotnestic coni'-
fort. In this respect they are undoubtedly happier than

“any other mefcantile people upon the globe. = Indeed the

“elegance ant'convenience of their houses and ﬂli'nitilre;

- the éxcellence of their food, and their cleanlmess of per-.
*gon ‘anid dvess, are indescribable,

~ 'With respect to the generality of th;ose.atﬁs,t&, trades;-
_imen, and mechanics, who inbabit the city, they are a self
opinionated people. Accustomed to behold the maguifi-
cence of the public byildings, and the abundance of
merchandise which fills the shops and warehouses, they
by an absurd gssociation of ideas consider themselves
connected with this grandeur and epulence, and hold
every forelgner in contempt. :

Their pride, however, seldom eriginates in a con-
gciousness of personal merit; in that respect it must be
acknowledged they are unassuming. They form a much
more judicious estimate of the value of things; and
are proud of their riches, the opulence of their re-
latives, comparatively brisk trade, and other accidental
circumstances. Their knoyledge is very limited, inso-
much that they would prefer a;good dinner, or even a
pot of perter und clean pipe, to the circle of the

P I'_" . ) ' . ) Stk
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. I comsequence of this too general neglect of learning;
many of them remaia in a-state of ignorance, which not-
withstanding their cleverness in trade, renders them lia~
ble to be daped by quack doctors and impostors of every
description. Indeed, their self love is highly gratified
by these gentleman-like foreigners who come smiling and
bowing to inzpose on their credulity. They imagine that
these strangers are drawn hither by the fame of the ca-
pital, and come to admire its inhabitauts.

-Their mental attainments are generally confined to a
knowledge of trade, and the calculation of money, and
they really consider themselves as the greatest people in
the world. A citizen of London, enviable pre-emi-
nence! of which ne deficiency of genius can deprive the
bappy possessor. ‘This alone confers an imaginary
digoity on every rank of citizens, from the smutty sweep-
chimney to the gambling stock-jobber.

«. While the citizen. beholds men of various nations
' ihron« to London, his estimation of himself, and his
contempt of tite adventurers who come to partake of his
bounty, are both ralsed to the highest pitch: On - the
other hand, the iugenious and the knavish who assemble
here are attracted by, the fame of the metropolis, and
consider the natives as a dull, ptodding, mercantile mce;
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incapable of generous senfimeats,” and liable to ‘be
duped by a variety of artifices.

Their wives and daughters . sometimes visit ' the
theatres, where they make a rapid progress in xefine-
ment. Wonderful indeed must be the improvemeat of
the youthful females who frequent those elegant tem-
ples of the Graces, where nonsense is so often substi-
tuted for wit, and pantomime for tragedy. Yet these
are the public places where our gay young .women
obtan refined sentiments, which, with the aid 'of
novels and romancey, confizse the mind to girlish
attainments, ferment impure desires, and Inﬂate fe
male pride. ;

- Oge characteristic of the female citizens is the free-
dom. with which they analyse the attions of their neigh+
bours. They liberally censure each other, not froms-
any gratification which they receive from satire, but.
purely for mutual. edification. This love of scandal,’
which so generully prevails among the natives of Lons
don, is cherished by their circumscribed situation: great
minds like theirs, uuwilling to remain inactive, must have
some ipteresting object to contemplate and expatiate ow, :
In this point of view, every tea-table cunversation"
may be copsidered as a lecture of meral philosephy,:
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where the auditars are instructed in the best mode of
tracing the defects of athers,

The elubs of different denomipations into which the
lowerclasses of mechanics and tradesmen form themselves,
often prove detrimental to domestic comfort. Profu-
sion at the alehouse is productive of want at home.—
Discontent and discord interrupt matrimonial happiness;
and the husband, stang with the reproaches of his wife,
and alienated by thé-joyous gratifications of conviviality
with his pot-companious, neglects his family and his
business; consequently he is .either arrested -for debt,
or enlists, leaving his wife and children fo be lupported

by the parish.

Beuefit societies, however, are useful and excellent
institutions, by which a subsistence is secured to each
member during indisposition ; and were they te become
general throughout the empire, they would bave the
miost salutary effects both on the health and morals of
the peaple, by promoting industry and heneficence.

During their Sunday ramnbles, the Cockueys often
tum to gaze upon the dear town; and doubtiess several
of them would be afraid to lose sight of the spire_of St,
Paul’s, Jest they should not. find their way bome. The
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architect who erected that magnificent cathedral, would
have conceived an exalted idea of the religion of Eng-
land at the beginning of the nineteenth century, had he
known that the superb dome, so justly admirea by all
lovers of architecture, would serve: meiely as a finger-
post to the gay citizens in their pedestrian excursions.

On a general survey it appears that the grand charac-
teristics of the inhabitants of London are an indefatiga-
ble pursuit of business or pleasure, a ridiculous passion-
for notoriety among the higher, and an. affectation of
gentility among the subordinate clasees- of the commu-
nity. ‘Indeed a passion for * pleasure, fame, or pelf,”
agitates the bosom of the multitude, from the titled fool
of quality and his extravagant mistress, down . through
the "various gradations of society, to the rout of the-
washerwomun and the Sunday eveming musical party of
the hackney-coachman. '

ENGLISHMEN.

A considerable part of this great community is com~
_posed of the natives of England, who come from the dif-
ferent provinces to reside in London. They are in
general healthy, active, industrious men, whose assist-
ance in the more laborious avocations is highly con-
ducive to the ease and comfort of the citizens. .
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Many. of them are shopkeepers, whose probity re-
requires no eulogium. Mechanics form another divi-
sion. of. those settlers; and almost the whole weight
~ of the drudgery of London rests on stout young mén
from the country, whe are allured to town by the ex-
pectation. of higher wages than the farmers can afford
to give. 'These adventurers find ample scope for the
exercise of their corporeal and mental powers in this
metropolis, into which they mcemntlv flow like streams
mto a reservoir.

They are distinguishable by-the pecubiarity of their
provincial dialect, so different from the language of the
Cockney; while their florid countenances, and muscular
forms, sufficiently evince that they are not natives of a
city. :

That good sense which has ever been the characteris-
tic of the English nation,. is the most conspicuous trait
of these honest men, whose activity contributes so much.
to the prosperity of London. A firmness which some-
times borders on obstinacy marks the unsophisticated
countryman, who is more sincere, though less pohshed
than the luxarious citizen.
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. Goldsmith has distinctly characterised this deseription
. of Englishmen in the following lines :—

A thoughtful band,

<« By forms unfashion’d fresh from Nature’s hand !
4¢ Fierce in their native hardiness of soul,

¢ True to imagin'd right—above controul.

¢ While ¢’en the peasant boasts those rights to scan,
¢ And learas to venerate himself as man.”

WELCHMEN.

- Most of the Welch residents in Londen have imper-
ceptibly adopted the manners of their English neigh
bours, vet their characteristic smeenty is still perceptible
to the reflecting obeerver.

Honest in their dealings, proud of tireir ancestry, and
inflated with an imaginary superiority which they feel as
ancient Britons, they are too apt to have a contemptuous
o'pinipn of the rest of mankind; but they are generally
distinguished by that simple dignity of conduct which is
ever the-companion of integrity.

Among our modern writers, the name of Penﬁadap-
pears with honour to himself and his birth-place ; and
Wales can boast of a lawyer who has perhaps never been

| ]
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excelled in adherence to justice. Lord Kenyon was in-
deed an ornament to his ceuntry, and. eutitled to the
applause of every honest man. Unawed by those vicious
charactérs in high life who encourage licentiousness by
‘their voice and example, his virtue was too exalted to
associate or ‘coincide with titled voluptuaries, and his
name will be celebrated by the historian, when L—d
Wesss now M. of L—, the M. of B—, and the rest
of the elegant circle of modern adulterers and adul-
tresses, with **** himself at their bead, will only be
recorded as instances of profligacy.

SCOTCHMEN.

The priucipal motive of a North Briton’s visit to Lon-
don is a desire to profit by his learning and genius.—
Frugal, temperate, and religions, his natural sagacity is
preserved - amidst the euervating allurements of the
town; hence he pursues his avocations with steadiness,
and appropriates the fruits of his industry with the
- strictest economy. His success is facilitated by that na-
tional partiality for which Scotchmen are remarkable.
Their readiness to promete a reciprocation -of benefits
is like :he brothetly-love of the Quakers, and highly
praise-worthy ; though it has a tendency to suppress that
universal benevolence which should ever actuate the hu-
majzi mind,
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‘Scotchmen have been long reproached with national
prejudice; but, as that is a species of self-love which
exists in different degrees in every mind, perhaps they
are not more reprehensible in that respect than the peo-
ple of other nations, Indeed the resentment which they
generally express against the most elegant tonrist who
ever explored their country is irrational,

Pr. Johnson travelled to observe the appearance of
the country, and the manuers of its inhabitants; every
unprejudiced mind is delighted with his narrative, but
unfortunately, as he was defective in the organs of vision,

many of the majestic woods of Caledonia eseuped his
observation.

To compensate for this deficiency, however, another
tourist, professor St. Fond, has described Scotland in
such a manner as must be very gratifying to every
lover of natural history. As the French philosophers
have ever been remarkable for their adherence to
truth, and aversion to kyperbolical description, we may
conclude that St. Fond’s account-is accurate. Accord-
ing to him, the face of the country is much improved
since Dr. Johnson visited it. He describes the soil - as
fertile, and the people remarkable for their hospitality,
learning, piety, and refinement of manners. This ac-
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count is corroborated by a modern description of Scot-
Iand, published at Edinburgh, which is written in a kind
of poetical prose, replete with all the imagery of a fine
invention.

The Scotchmen resident in London are industrious,
frugal people, punctral in their dealings, and indefatiga-
ble in the acquisition of wealth.

With respect to their merit as authors, Scotchmen
have often distingunished themselves as historians, crmcs.
morahsts, dmnes, and pbysicians,

In polemical divinity they have made a conspicuous
figure, yet the pernicious principles of modern philoso-
phy have made some inroads among them. Mt is re-
markablé that those Scotchmen who degenerate into
sceptics and deists, revile Christianity with more malig-
pancy than the unbelievers of any other nation. These
apostates had received a religious education which en«
joined moral purity and self-denial, consequently. when
they became lovers of pleasure, their hatred of the truth
was greater from the remorse which accompanied their
defection;—as weak eyes are pained by the vivid rays
of sajar light.:
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' The natives of Scotland now resident in this metro-
polis may be divided into four classes:—nobility .and
gentry; merchants and tradesmen ; literary adventurers;
and labourers: all of whom we shall describe indiscrimi-
nately under-the general heads. At the same time it is
but just.to ' observe, that in all these different classes,
Scotchmen will bear an honourable competition with
the men of any other nation. '

Among other moral qualities which adorn the North
Briton, his honesty and veracity are the most conspicu-
ous. The Scotch nation has for many ages been’illustri-
ous for a steady adherence to Christianity. Their
writers have indeed rather represented truth with the
solemn air of a recluse, than the more animated.demean-
our of a smiliiig grace, but the people have nevertheless
proved their attachment to her dictates even to martyr-
dom! “T'o-use the words of the pious Dr. Beattie, his
cornfrymien are inflexible in faith; and though those
resident i London may have relaxed somewhat of the
austerity enjoined by a religious education, yet they. are
generally a worthy people, whose integrity is founded
on the lmpeﬂs‘hable basis of Revelation. .

¥,

IRISHMEN.

'

No people of any nation now resldent in London pn—v
sent such a curious diversity of character ds ‘the Irish,
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We shall finst classify and delineate those Irishmen
most: remarkable for their o@!diﬁeu, or foibles, and con-
clude with the most estimable.

Among the other qualifications of young Irishmen
who migrate to this city their eloquence is the most re-
markable. From their constitutional vivacity they are
generally possessed of such a superabundance of animal
spirits that their loquacity is astonishing. In almost
every taven or coffee-house we meet with one or
more of these orators, whose wit and fluency are exert-
ed for the amusement of the company. o

Whatever be the toplc—phllosophy, politics, or the
news of the day—the Irish orator speaks with.i |mpress|ve '
energy; and this communicative disposition is doubtless
sometimes pleasing, and sometimes tiresome to bis-
aunditory.

Our most sensible poet observes, that

¢ Words are like leaves, and where they most abound, .
Mouch fruit of sense beneath is rarely found.”

’

This simile is sometimes applicable to the Irish orator,
but the true cause of his volubility is the sprightliness of
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his inragination.. This is also the reason why lively
Irishmen so often commit blunders, as they generally
speak without much reflection or arrangement -of ideas.
Were we to account physically for this flux of sounds,
it might be asserted that it is necessary both for the
bealth of the individual and the peace of society that the
* volatile Irishman should be privileged to talk as much
as he thinks proper—whether sense, nonsenge, or, as is
too. often the case, an intermixture of both. For, is it
) not probable that those vivid animal spirits which when
,volatlhsed fly off from the tip of the tongue, would if
retained, operate hke heated quicksilver ; aud, by taking
some other course, agitate the limbs, and discharge
.themselves in kicks and cuffs to the great annoyance of
the community? This hypothesis deserves the atten-
tion of the faculty; and if duly investigated by a Scotch
. or German medical writer, might form a valuable trea-
tise of four or five hundred pages quarto!

Another singular class of Irlshmen consists of those
adventurers who repair to London as fortune-hunters,
and assume the character of gentlemen. They are gene-
rully handsome well-made men, and decorate their natu-
ral comeliness with a fashionable dress. Thus equipped,
they frequent the theatres, masquerades, and public
walks; and eagerly seize every opportunity to ingratiate
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~ themselves with the fair sex. Their assidaity and lively
conversation are accomplishments of the highest order
in the estimation of the ladies, who, charmed with their
bawmourous compliments, and the earnestness with which
they urge their suit, often terminate the amour by an
.elopement, and a.trip to Gretna-green,

A little reflection, however, must convince 2 young
woman that the man who feels an honourable attach-
ment will ever be willing to receive her hand from her
parent or guardian; and she ought to reject the prof-
fered love of every suitor, however amiable, who hesi-
tates to avow his sentiments to her friends.

- Another class of Irishmen are those labourers who
principally inhabit the noisome lanes and alleysof St.
Gilgs’s, and whose depravity exhibits a picture of human
nature from which the philanthropist tarns mournfully
away, however gratifyiag it might be to the misanthrope.

.Yet the imwmorality of these beings is not so great as it
" has been represented; the seeds of virtue remdin uncul-
tivated in their hearts, while their follies and vices ger-
minate in the foul atmosphere of obscenity. . Their ab-
surdities, thongh many, are generally ludicrous; and
their actions form a tragi-comic series, indicative of
feeling and humour. For instance, they have a great
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consecrated by the remains of good catholics from time
immemorial. On the death of any of their fratemity,
they carry the deceased on a bier to that repository,
having previously cheered themselves with a dram to
dissipate gloomy ideas. By the time the -corpse is in-
terred, the liquor having begun to operate, after seve-

. ral agreeable jests, -some man.of nicer feelings than the
rest takes offence at another, loud sounds of discord are -
vociferated in the Irish language by the opponents,
blows succeed, and a battle royal of perhaps a dozen of
combatants presents an animated scene in the field op-
posite the cemetery.

When they have vented their passion, and bestowed
a number of contusions on each ether with the greatest
liberality, they shake hands, and march off the field of
battle to the next alehouse,. where they drown their ani-
mosity in generous liquor; and on their return to town,
one of the party exerts his vocal powers in some humour-
ous Irish song, while his companions:join in chorus.

Having sketched a description of the foibles of those
young Irishmen who come to London to cut.a dash, and
also given a picture of the manners of the Irish labourers
in this city, it would be illiberal-not to.charaeterise their
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snd.

It is among the highest classes of the Irish that we are
to look for the brighter tints of character, and no people
possess more exalted ideas of honour and magnanimity.
The Irish nobility and gentry are perhaps reprehensible
in a patriotic point of vieW for drawing the cash from
their tenantry in Ireland, but this metropolis derives a
manifest advantage from that circumstance. .

"The foible of the Irish nobility and gentry resident in
London is a passion for luxurious pleasures; and the
virtues which they possess in an eminent degree are cans
dour, hospitality, and generosity. These amiable traits
of mind are indeed hereditary among every class of the
Irish nation: even their enemies confess the truth of the
assertion. But undoubtedly their candour teo often
degenerates into insolence, and their generosxty becomes
profusion. Could they pursue the golden mean equally

" remote from extremes, they possess those social qualities-
of the heart which are essential to the happiness of
society. ' ,

The mlddle, and indeed the most estimable, - class of

Krish residesits i in the English metropolis, is compmedof
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merchants and tradesmen, and perhaps no men evince
more honour, candour, and generosity, in all their
transactions. - These are the Irishmen who, by avoiding
the vortex of dissipation, become sonie of the gteatut
ornaments of socicty.

Comparison of the English, Scotch, and Irisk, mow
resident uI Lomlon

¢ Though black and white blend, soften, and unite
A thousand ways, are there no black and white ?”
Porr.

- It'is amusing to develope the distinguishing traits of
the natives of these three kingdoms, now united in one
mighty empire. .

The love of the Englishman, though often intense, is
commonly influenced by some secondary consideration,
such as riches, convenience, or the benefit of a respec-
table connection. The North Briton loves a bomnie
lassie dearly, and his affection is not diminished by the
expectation of a dowry: while the Hibernian, though
.often reproached as a fortune-hunter, generally loves his
mistress for her beauty and accomplishments.

. The friendship of the Englishman is cordial and con-
sistent; the Scotchman is also a sincere friend: the
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friendship of the Irishman, though more fervid, is Tike
the blaze of a taper, too often liable to be extinguished
by the first gust of his anger.

In religion, the Englishman is as systematic as in the
regulation of his business; the Scotchman is still more
strict in performing the duties of his faith; and the Irish-
man, who loves God and his neighbour as well as either,
is seldom solicitous to appear religious.

In literature, as in commerce, the Englishman hasa
large capital, which he improves to the greatest advan-
tage: the Scotchman, who derives part of his intellectual
wealth from others as it were by inberitance, applies the
rich bequest of Homer, Virgil, and other illustrious
ancients, to his own use with propriety; but he rather
lives on the interest than increases the stock. On the
contrary, - the Irishman 'inherits but little from the
ancients, His literary wealth consists in the rich, but
unrefined ore of his own genius, with which he adven-.
tures to almost every part of the globe, and is often up-
successful, though sometimes his bullion is coined into
current money.

For solid learning, sound philasophy, and the hap-
piest flights of the epic and the dramatic muse, the Eng-
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lish may hazard a comparison with any other nation.—
The Scotch literati, with less claim to originality, suc-
cessfully pursue the useful researches of divinity, history,
and criticism ; while the Irish, without either the exten-
'sive knowledge of the former, or the discriminating sa-
gacity of the latter, often excel in genuine wit, iromieal
humour which commands risibility, and that pathes of
. sensibility which melts the heart. In support of this
assertion, England bas produced a2 Newton, a Milton,
and a Shakspeare; Scotland can boast of a Blair, a
.Robertson, and a Beattie; and Ireland, as a proof of the
Justice of her pretensions, can bring forward a Swift, a
Goldsmith, and a Sterne.

With respect to pride, the Englishman glories in the
superiority of his country in wealth, trade, and civiliza-
tion; and his opinion is confirmed by beholding people
from all nations in London. The ambition of the North
Briton is cherished by his learning, and the antiquity of
~ hbis family; and the pride of the Irishman is generally
‘confined to his own endowments, the beanty of his mis-
tress or wife, or the accomplishments of his friend.

Both the Scotch and Irish residents ‘in. London seem
. Jpretty unanimous in their preference of the productions
. -of their respective countries to those of England,—
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From their ealogiums it should appear, that the oat-
cakes of the former were, like the heavenly manna, deli-
cious to every palate; and the potatoes of the latter, at
least equal in flavour to pine-apples! What renders this
species of vanity the more censurable is, the conviction
awhich they must feel of the present superiority of Eng-
land in cuitivation and produce. The causes of this are
obvious to every comprehensive mind. London has
long been the seat of government, consequently its pro-
-gress in arts and refinement must have had a powerful
«effect an the improvement of the country. Hither the
most ingenious men of both Scotland and. Ireland repair
for patronage, and the nation that rewards them natural-
1y receives the first benefit of their lmptovements in
agnwlum, or any other of the useful arts.

The hereditary ill-will which has for ages existed be-
tween the people of Great Britain and Ireland deserves
the investigation of the philanthropist. Britons have
dbeen accustomed to consider the Irish as barbarians,
and to hate them with the most unfeigned sincerity;
while the Irish are not ungrateful for the contempt
shewn by their neighbouring islanders ; and to do them
Justice, their animosity has been equally malignant.

What renders this disposition still mere rational is,
that the people of both cowntries profess a religion
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which inculcates peace and goed-will among men! but
they seem to have forgot this precept, or rather they act
in direct contrariety to it, as witches are said to repeat
their prayers backwards.

This disposition has doubtless been cherished by the
rivalry of commerce, and perhaps it is a happy circum-
stance for our continental enemies. Were the people of
" those islands to act with cordial unanimity, their com-
petitors might despair of success: is it not, therefore,
very disinterested and laudable in them te counteract
the happiness of each other, that their enemies may pro-
fit by their animosity? '

It would, however, be much to the mutual interest,
not anly of the residents in London, but the inhabitants
of the empire, if each individual would endeavour by
repeated efforts to divest himself of those narrow pre-
judices which are so injurious to the general welfare.—
However amiable a predilection for our native country
miay appear, it ever impedes the expansion of intellect,
as ivy clings to the trunk of the oak, and while it seems
to beautify, prevents _'tl!e growth of its supporter.

These hints are particularly applicable to. the lower
classes of both islands, as it is not uncommon for Eng-
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lish mechanics to treat emigrant workmen of the sister
isle with the most inhospitable coldness and austerity,
under the impression that they are intruders, who come
to circumvent them in business.

The higher classes of both countries, however, have

" long manifested a reciprocal esteem, as is evident from
their frequent intermarriages, and the most amicable in-
tercourse. Perhaps the blissful era will come when all
animeosities will cease among mankind, and the interven-
tion of a strait, a river, or a mountain, will no longer be

considered as a pretext for selfish distinctions among
men. ’

¢¢ Self-love but serves the virtuous mind to wake,
As the small pebble stirs the peacefal lake;

The centre mov’d, a circle straight succeeds,
Another still, and still another spreads ;

Friends, parents, kindred, first it will embrace 3
His country next; and next, all human race :
‘Wide, and more wide, the o’erflowings of the mind
Takes ev’ry creature in, of ev’ry kind 5

Earth smiles around with boundless bouuty blest,
And Heav’n heholds its image in his breast.”

GERMANS.

The Germans resident in the English metropolis may
.be comprehended in three classes: the first consists of
<€
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learned naturalists, physicians, and chymists; the second
comprises a number of artists, and youthful adventurers;

and the third class is composed of tmdesmen and
mechanics.

Among the truly estimable characters, it would ap-
pear invidious to mention any individual as pre-eminent;
and they all know, by pleasing «experience, that the
British public is willing to discriminate and patronise
genius and merit, from whatever climate they come with
Just claims, -

Tt must be confessed, indeed, that some young adven-
turers, who mistake the effervescence of the mind for the
sublime conceptions of reason, sometimes arrogate a
saperiority in literature, which exists only in their own
.imagination. On the other hand, many intelligent Ger-
‘maus complain, that only the most frivolous and absurd
productions of their ‘countrymen have been translated
into English, while the best works of their poets and
philosophers comtiniie neglected. This assertion is
doubtless just ; and it would be meritorious in our male
and female translators to introduce continental science
to the English reader, instead of those ridiculous -and
incongruous dramas, romances, and poems, with which
-they have o long abused.our patience.
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'Of all the adventarers who migrate from Germany te
‘this ecapital, the quack doctors are most censurable.
“These empirics, without hesitation, boldly. propose to
‘work miracles. One restores sight to the blind, and
-another counteracts nature, by the restoration of health
to the emaciated valetudinarian. Despairing of success
on the continent, they come hither to profit by the ho-
nest credulity of a people who have ever been too easily

:dnped by impostors.

Those German tradesmen and artificers who have
emigrated to this capital, are in general very honest and
industrious ; consequently they are valaable members of
the community. Indeed, every class of Germans is
distinguishable by a pleasing frankness of address and
-demeanour, which forms a medium between the distant,
but dignified, manners and deportment of the English,
and the lively, but intrusive, flippancy of the French.—
At the same time it must- be acknowledged, that our
-continental visitors are not without foibles and peculiari-
ties. They are too ready to cavil at our manners and
-<customs, even when time has familiarised them; but

" whether this propensity arises from the pursuit of ideal
perfection, or from that ‘inclination to censure, so gene-
ral among .mankind, is unknown. Certain it is, that

« some Germans satirise our unskilfulness in architecture,



36

becanse ounr doors and windows admit a little of the
pure air; and wish us to drink coffee, study the Kantean
philosophy, and substitute the plays of Kotzebue for
these of Shakespeare;—thus evincing to the world our
refinement of taste!

There are, however, many exceptions among every
order of the Germans who now reside in this capital;
men who would be an honour to any country. When
will that selfish and contracted principle mis-named
patriotism give placé to universal philanthropy, which,
embracing all mankind as bretbren, will feel no peculiar
partiality, except for those enviable mortals who pos-
sess superior talents and virtues? When will mankind
agree to promete mutual peace and happiness on the
earth, instead of the homicide which attends competi-
tions for wealth and power? '

FRENCHMEN.

Several Frenchmen, who have sought an asylum in
London during the present contest, endeavour to make
themiselves, not only agreeable, but in some respects
- pecessary.  Witness the literary productions of the
" Abbé Barreul and others, who have written with all the

poignancy of sarcastic satire against the French republic.
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Literary Frenchmen formerly visited London from me-
tives of curigsity, and a desire to enlarge their minds;
but those who now reside here repay their protectors by
writing against their persecutors. Thus they have saved
us the drudgery of invective against our ememies: but,
however they may reconcile this conduct to their own
feelings, it renders their principles questionable in the
estimation of unprejudiced men.

The Frenchmen now résident among us are well
known to be emigrant noblesse, priests, and persons of
an inferior class. They are in general very inoffensive,
intelligent men, but mostly tinctured with that national
vanity which accompanies a Frenchman like his shadow.

We may form some idea of the seductive manners of
the French, from the account publicly stated as a fact,
.that the emigrant priests have, since their arrival among

us, converted two thousand maid servants to the catholic
Saith!

Several French ladies who accompanied their fugitive
friends, have contributed in some degree to the improve-
_ment of our countrywomen. .The broad stare, the
‘waving arm, and the tripping gait, are strong indications
of the decency of French manners; and to dq our fair
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females justice, especially those of the higher classes,
they seem to have smcessftdly imitated their polished

visitors..

It is almost impossible to- exclude the pernicious and
atheistical opinions of the French, that (like the sirocco
which withers the bloom of Sicilian fields) depraves the
moyals of those who imbibe them ; and it behoves- us,
both as men and christians, to prevent the inroads of
this baleful philosophisme with as much energy as we:
would repel their invading armies,

The precept of the Grecian philosopher ¢ reverence
thyself’ seems in one sense to be the favourite maxim of
the French, This amiable self-love, which they indulge
to such excess, is thus described by Goldsmith: « Every
‘thing that belongs to them and their nation is great;
magnificent, beyond expression ; quite romantic! Every

" garden is a paradise ; every hovel is a palace; and every’
woman an angel. They shut their eyes close, throw
their mouths wide open, and cry out in rapture, Sacre!
what beauty ! O ciel ! what taste! Mort de ma vie! what
grandeur! was ever any people like ourselves? we are
the nation of men, and all the rest no better than two-
legged barbarians.” If this whimsical account be com-
‘pared with the hyperbolical proclamations and other-
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public papers of the great natiom, as they have most
ridiculously denominated themselves, it will be -found a
faithful portrait of French vanity, which is still increased
by our childish imitation of their follies and fashions.—
Our propensity to adopt foreign amusements and senti-
ments is 2 most odious degradation of ‘our own original
genius  The names of Marmontel, De Lille, La Harpe,
Madame de Genlis, Mercier, and several other distin-
guiibed contemporaries, will survive the little prejudices
of this age; and when the blissful reign of peace shail
be re-established in Europe, we shall derive much use-
ful knowledge from the acute researches of our great.
rivals in arts and arms,

To explore the regions of nature in quest of useful
discoveries, is the honourable task of the true naturalist;
and to promote the welfare of society by the unerring
principles of revelation, is the province of the moralist.
May we ever be able to sustain a generous competition
with the French nation in every art that can contribute
to the safety and happiness of society !

SPANIARDS, DUTCHMEN, JEWS..

With respect to the Spaniards and Dutch who have
settled in London, their number is too inconsiderable to
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require a particular description. The Spanish merchants
retain their characteristic honour in all their commerciak
transactions; and the Dutch are as indefatigable in
pursuit of wealth here as in Amsterdam,

A very distinct. class of the inhabitants of London
consists of Jews. It is computed that they amount to
twenty thousand ; and though a few of them are respec-
table characters, the majority are notorious sharpers.—
Their adherence to the Mosaic law prevents them from
mixing with the rest of their fellow-citizens ; hence they
absélqtely subsist on the indystry of others, and become
public nuisances. The Jewish dealers in wearing appa-
rel, gold, and silver, purchase these articles at an under-
value without scraple; hence they are the principal
receivers of stolen goods, while the itinerant Jew-boys
circulate base meney in every diréction.

A classification of the different gradations of rank
which constitute a populous community, is extremely
difficult; for though ‘pride may inflate the nobleman or
the merchant with preposterous ideas of an unapproach-
able superiority, reason will never admit artificial dis-
tinctions as paramount to-the claims of genius. Yet
even the pretensions of impostors are often successful in
London; nay, a very recent instance of an impudeut
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upstart’ having ‘accidentally’ obtained the honour of
knighthood, is illustrative of the fact. To render this
presumption more glaring, it is well known that the
egotist, but a few years ago, was condemned by the
laws of his country to solitary imprisonment, for the
dissemination of seditious principles. The forgiveness
of injuries is doubtless magnanimous, and honours con-
ferred on a traitor, may transform him into a loyal sub-
Jject; yet the loyalty of the knight of the brazen vizor
is questionable, and his exaltation reminds us of the
Tollowing epigram :—

¢¢ When men of infamy to grandeur- soar, :
They-light a torch to show their shame the more.”

NOBILITY.

Tlonour or shame from no condition risey
Act.well your part—tbere all the honour lies.
: Pork.

Our nobility are entitled to observation, both in con-
sequence of their exalted station in society, and the in-
Bluence of their example on the manners of the age.—
Some persons of rank are as remarkable for their virtues
as others are for their follies; but the dissolute being
ambitious of public notice, and their vices having a per-
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nicious effect in the contamination of public morals, their
most prominent foibles shall be first investigated.®.

A little observation will convince us that bath the vir-
tues and vices of persons of quality are imitated by the
subordinate classes. Is the nobleman a voluptuary?—
his menials are also devoted to pleasure; and the lux-
urious manners of the fine lady are-imbibed by her fem-
me-de-chambre. If such be the force of example, would
not decency of deportment and the practice of virtue by
persons of quality be imitated by their various depen:
dants ?

* The followmg instances will demonstrate the present pro--
fligacy which pervades high life:— .
Court.of King’s Bench, May 27, 1801..

Mr. C. Sturt brought an action of damages for £10,000,
against the Marquis of Blandford, for criminal conversation
with his wife.

The Attorney General, as leadmg counsel for the Noble
Mairqais, put his defence on two points. First, that the
plaintiff had been accessary to that dishonour of which he

" complained. Secondly, that Mr. Sturt had been living for
" several years past in adulterous concubinage with Madame
Krumpholtz, whe played upon the harp, and by whom he
bad five children. The Attorney General contended, that a
man so conducting himself, had noright to stand in a court ef
Justice, and to call upon a jury for damages.
Lord Kenyon reprobated the conduct of all parties,
Damages one hundred pounds..
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' 'With respect to the gay part of our nobility, who are
the arbiters of fashion, and by whose caprice not only
our dress, but our amusements are regulated, they gene-
rally spend she winter in London. These refined mortals.
may be compared to birds of passage, as they migrate
in the summer, and go about  secking rest but finding
none.” Happiness is their idol, but they pursue her in
the semblance of selfish pleasure, a form .in which she
will never be found. True happiness consists in benefi-
- eence; and did those exalted votaries. of vanity take

Court qf King’s Bmch, May 98, 1801,

The Hon. F: Wyndham, aganut the Earl of Wycombe, for
£10,000 damages, for a criminal conversation with the plain-
tiff’s wife, during their residence in Italy.

Mrs. Wyndham, on account of the illness of some of her
children, wentto Bolagna; when Lord Wycombe met her, he-
accompanied her thence to Turin, and afterwards to Lausanne .
at the latter place they lodged in the same hotel, and a woman
named Sombolina proved the offence of adultery. The defence:
was, that the plaintiff had not only been guilty of gross inat~
tention and neglect towards his wife, but also of incoutinence.
That he lived in open concubinage with a Madame Bartoli;.
and kept another lady named Mari, and took furniture, &ec.
from ‘the house of his wife for the accommodation of his mis-.
tress, whom he had taken from two gentlemen who had pre--
viously nfaintained her. After some obseryvations from Lord
Kenyon, the Attorney General comented to.a nonsuit,, which.
issued accordingly.

.
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half the pains to be useful that they do to be prejudicial
to the community, they would act up to the dignity of
that high rank in which they were placed by Providence,
and be at once the ornament of London and the glory
of their country! :

The wealth, superb mansions. and splendid equipages,

. of our dissipated nobility, and the alacrity with which all

their commands are obeyed by obsequious menials, are
powerful stimulants to their pride. A multitude of in- '
genious heads and busy hands are continually employed
fortheir gratification; every elegance that art can bestow
is theirs, and their path is smoothed to the, enjoyment of
every delight. Can suchelevated beings, ‘exulting on the
summit of pleasure, look down and sympathise with the
miseries of the indigent 2—Shall wretchedness approach

_the habitation of grandeur?—Can sorrow or pain invade -

the “rich and perfumed chambers of the great?” Yes,
sometimes these intruders will pay a temporary visit; nay,
even death itself violates human happiness in those de-
licious abodes.!

When the beauties of spring invite our nobility to the
country, the citizen feels all the regret of selfishness at
their temporary absence. He explores his ledger with a
be4vy hbeart, and beholds the accumul.ated account un-
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p;id, while his noble customers’ are flying away from
him on horses fleet as the wind. Well may he censure
the tardiness of Aonourable men in the payment of their
bills!

¢¢ Anticipated rents and bills nnpaid
Force many a shining youth into the shadc;
Not to redeem his time, but his estate,
And play the fool—but at a cheaper rate.”

- The dealers in lace, millinery, perfumery, and cos-
metics, have most reason to repine at the annual excur-
sions of the fashionable and gay. =Our nobility, indeed,
like the genial sun, give existence to the various insect
tribes of effeminacy that thrive oniy in their fostering
smiles. :

- If the votaries of pleasure pay a transient visit to the
antique castles of their ancestors, where hospitality once
reigned, they soon grow listless, and all the charms of
Flora’s musky tribes afford them little amusement. Im-
patient of solitude, and unable to bear the presence of
-- reflection, they hasten to some watering place, where
they purify the exterior by frequent ablutions. . Can
vice exist where external purity prevails 7—alas! the cold-
bath is too often resorted to as a preparative for the re-
petition of new excesses during the next winter’s cam-
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paign in the metropolis; and though our modern god-
«desses rise like Venus irresistibly charming from the sea,
yet few of them are possessed of the chastity of Diana.
A variety of amusements gratify the fancy of the fre-
quenters of watering-places :—the merning ride or walk
along the winding shore: the agreeable trip in a pleasure-
boat; thenewest publications at the circulating libraries ;
and the exhibition of pantomimes and farces at the tem-
porary theatres. The whispers of scandal, and the sighs
-of wantonmess, vibrate in unison, as the gay throng wan-
der through the deceptive labyrinth of unreal pleasure—

¢ That, like the circle bounding earth and skies,
Allures from far, and as they follow.flies.”

In this vortex of dissipation, the fair sex dre made gid-
-dy with the flattery of their beaux: here the kept-mis-
tress rears her supercilious front with unblushing confi-
dence; and wantonness, sanctioned by the approving
smile of the great, appears amiable! What an excelient
school for the youthful modest virgin! Here the modish
rake will exercise every artifice to effect her seduction.
His graceful form, elegant manners, and the ease attain-
ed by having seen the world, render this accomplished
loveg irrisistible ; insomuch that, allured by his seduc-
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five wiles, she -elopes with her betrayer, mars Ler owa
happiness, and blasts the hope of her fond parents.

When the man of fashion revisits the metropolis, he
‘commences his winter campaign by an intrigue. Some
beautiful young maid-servant, -or milliner, has attracted
him: her vanity is gratified by the fattery of my lord :
-she has often read in novels of noblemen marrying for
love, and why should not she be alady? Seduced by
his promises, she elopes: her satiated betrayer soon
turns her out of doors, or consigns her to that inhuman
monster a bawd. After a nauseous course of excess,
disease, and misery, an untimely deith closes the scene,
and the charming creature, who -might have been happy
in a life of innocence, perishes by the artifices of an
exalted villain. . '

Yet this atrocity is considered by the world as a mere
act of gallantry ; and while we hang a wretch for stealing
a trifling article, we smile on the elegant man who robs
-an unprotected virgin of honour and happiness!"

That elass of men commonly demominated old bache-
. lors are the-greatest violaters of female chastity'; and

many of them who are opulent continue in a state of -
' celfbacy, under the supposition-that they enjoy a greater
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degree of liberty than they would in wedloek. But
while they continue slaves to their appetites, where is
their boasted freedom? Would not the sincere endear-
ments of a wife be infinitely more felicitous than the
capricious blandishments of a kept-mistress; the proud
contemplation of a legitimate progeny be more satisfac-
. tory and respectable than that of children reared nnder
the stigma of illegitimacy?. ,

One of the most pernicious nuisances of London is the
insolence of voluptuaries, who, relying on the respectabi-
lity of their rank, and the weight of their purse, endea-
vour in open day to seduce young women who attract
their attention in the public streets!.

Lord G. well known fot his amours, one day in pas-
sing through Throgmorton-street, observed a beautiful
young woman standing at a merchant’s door. - After
viewing her attentively, he went to a coffee-house and
wrote anote, which he sent to her by his footman, with
an offer of twenlygumeas a week as the price of her
virtue. The girl, though only a servant, happening to
be a methodist, consulted a religious friend on the oc-
" casion, who dissuaded her from the aceepmnce of his
Lordship’s proposal. But though she so nobly with-
stood -this ordeal, the accident made an impression on
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het misid unfavourable to virtue, msomuch that i® a few
amoaths afterwatds she actually eloped with a wmarried
amn, and thus became the victim of seduction.

‘This species of delinquency may be denominated

fc-ucuk for the monster who betrays a credulous virgin,

and consigns her to nﬁmy, is in reality a most relentless
wmurderer!

GENTRY.

———— Let none presume
To wear an undeserved dignity.

. 81u:zsrl.~.uz.

From their freedom of intercourse, contiguity of resi-
dence, and frequent inter-marriages, our nobility and
gentry may be considered as one great body. The con-
stitution bas, indeed, distinguished them into separate
classes, by conferring on the former the honour of being
legistators by bereditary succession, while the latter are
appointed by election. But in a fioral light their vir-
tues and vices, manners and amusements, ave the same,.
wnh a few slnght shades of dnﬂ'erem.
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Wheh our country gentlemeir firsé arrive in Eoridon
they undergo'a complete mutamorphosis. The thiimai:
tion from the cool hreeses thut ventilate their rural re-
treat, to the warm atraosphere of'the metm'polis dﬁcts
those rusticswitha muladywhich maybewﬁxed a Brain-
fever; under its Influerice” they. becomeé délirious, sl -
madly rush into the vortex of fashionable dimipatioii.--
The facility with which the squirc adopts the modish
dress, phraseology, effemiriacy, ‘and vices, of the town-
bred rake, is almost incredible. On his arrival the no-
velty of the scene, and the extent, population, and
magnificence, of the, city, filled him with astonishment.—

" Ashamed of his vulgarity of manners and dialect, he was
silent and reserved, till an introdpction to a few polite
men of the world taught him to’ overcome his tincouth

 bashfulness. "Once initiated i in' modish follies, kie boidly
divests himself of decenc) ; frequents taverns and stews;
stares at passing females in the streets' and, in conse-
(uence of his - vigorous constltutlon, becomes a more
vociferous and outrageous blood than the feeble cit who
had been pract’ismg from his infancy.

Boldly mdcpendent in prmcxple, he proves by his
actions that pleasure is his idol, and the shafts of his
ridicule, forged by obscenit'y on the anvil of dulness, are
directed-by modern philosophy against that religion
which his ancestors held in due veneration. 4
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. It myst be copfessed, that the fine arts.owe their pre-
aent perfeqtlon to, the mumﬁcence of our nobility and
gentry and the tbeatres may besaad to exist in conse-
quence of the annual visits of the gay and the opulent to
Logdon Besxdes, what a number of perfumers, hair-
dressers, and other creatures of fashion, would be’ desti- - -
tute if depnved of the patronage of the great? Nay,
do not the taverns, gaming-houses, and bagnm, owe
their chlef support ‘to the profusion of young ‘'men of
fashion? ‘

. One chamtemtlc .which denotes .the. accomphshed
modern fine gentleman is; his skill in the arts of seduc-
tion. To allure a thoughtleqs girl by. pments and pro-
fession's of love, and afterwards relinquish her. to infamy,
is such an heroic achievement, that the man of gallantry
is prouder of his conquest over the credulity of a maiden, i
“« and the rich plunder of a taken heart,” than a hero
would be of the wreath of victory, The moralist* may
censure the conduct of the seducer ; as infamouys, not con-,
udermg tbat fashnon can make- ‘vice appear amiable.*

» The meanness attendant on intrigue, and the unwilling-
vess, which the most refined volaptuary would feel to have his
amours recorded, is utnklnvly mamfested by tlle following
anecdote :

Racme, the celebrated French writer, soon after hls ap-
pointment to the place of historiographer to Louis XIV, re.



Still bowever, there are many illustnous exeephom
totbe predominant depravity so prevalent among the
lugber classes; and if our nobility and. gentry would
seriously reflect on their influence in society, they would
discoyer, that ‘an imitation of their follies and vwea has
pervided every subordinate class of the community.
Divines may-preach, and moralists write in vain, if the
afflient practice and encourage vice. But the dissolute
exclaim, “ Can the example of a few individuals re-
claim the world 7—must we forego our pleasares to pro-
mote public happiness? Let the parsons inculcate mo-
rality, they are paid.forit: but we will live, while we
. five! Such are the suggestions of selfish, dlssapauon.
: B«t were our persons of distinction to retum to, ﬂle

qmd an nmlicm: “ Sire,”uul le, “an hnstorin nuﬁht
wot to fayders he is hound to represent his hero exactly as he
is: in what way does your majesty choose that 1 should'speak
- of your gallantries ""—* Pass them over,” replied the king
cooly. *¢ But, alas!fire, what I omit the reader will sup-
ply."—*¢Pass thew over, I tell you,” cried Louis impatiently.
¢¢ As there are many incredible things in the life of your majes-
y, the sincerity with which.I should avow the weaknesses of
my hero o my reader will gcrsnnde him that I regard the
sruth; and .this regard to trath ml!, in his mind be a pass-
port for my history.”—* I aw not yet decided in my opinion
what you ought to da,” replied Louis with a look of inqule-
tudes * all thet }-wan tell you at present u, to pass. over my
Insrigues.”
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-lnm;nons orblt or vittnc whence, like wandering stars,
tbey are making coutinual aberratiocus—were they to

“shine like a benign constellation, they would, at omce, .

beannfy and barmonise society,
: _But now, alas!

“ To the lascivious pipe and wanton song,
'rhey' charm down care and frolic it along; -
With mad rapidity. aod ahconcern,

Dewn to the gulph, from whence is ng return.”

" And the luxurious fashionable world may be com-

) pared to the North-American Todian, who is lulled asleep

in his canoe above the catardct of Niagara, and dreams

of illusory happiness, till awaking, too late, he feels him-

 self precipitated by the roaring waters into the tremen-
, ,don and foaming abyu!

oy

o MERCHANTS

" Henv'n qwed the cinvas ;slhuly ufurl'l.
""" "o furnish and accommodate a'world ! -
" To g‘lve the’ pole the produce of the sum, -
"And knu th' moci‘l cllmatea Wo ene. ey

“'".'
N X2

.
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Oar merchants have long been Justly consldered as
essential to our political existence. To their enterpnse
" we are indebted for the delncac:es of every clime ; conse-
quently they are instrumental to the comfort of society,

though they have contributed to the eﬂ'emmacy of the
age, by the lmportanon of exotic luxuries.

As public ehamctms', the punctuality apd credit of our
merchants have lofiy been‘established ; and whemrany na-
tional exigence reéquites a contribution, the generosity of
- the mercantile body excels even that of the nobility.

In’ privtté life they. generally are- ammble characters.
But,. however estimable when detached from business,
they-séem’ to'consider nmany evils connected with com-
* JMerce as: necessary-consegquences, aud therefore venial.
" Commerce, thatempress of luxuryand dlsslpatlon, pours
her treasures into this city; the peoplé become selfish ;
and while Trade llberally rewards her votaries, she laughs
at the scruples of conscience. What was once stigma-
tised with the name ¢ of extortion, is now softened into
speculation. Specul.mon is a sonorous word, applied
with great success both in trade and philosophy; but its
true meaning in plain Englishis iIMPos1TION. The spe-

culating merchant looks forward, and perceivesthatthere
will prebably be a scarcity of an article of commerce: he
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hagteps to parchase : the event justifies his expectation,

b and he sells his mercbandxse for perhaps double the pnqe

',.’ll'l civilised ‘society. Perliaps  the most permclous evil’
_which accompanies wealth is," the idea that eVery thing

it cost. .

Bnt thisis @ velymoderate monopoly Let us fora
moment turn our eyes towards the East, and we will be-
hold an inoff¢nsive. people deprived of their possessions
by men whom they never injured, and who live in afflu-
ence and luxury on the spoils of the widow and the fa-
therless. . What says Commerce?—they are afl honowr-
able men. .
ot . .

The spirit of euterprise ‘in this vast city is astomsbmg.
Cornfactors monopolise our grain; and eveh. dairy-
‘men prevent the waste of milk and butter by enllancmg
‘the prlce of these necessanes!

Many slight devnatnons from rectitude are ove;.rlbokéd

is purchaseable; that the integrity and talents of men,

~,and the .chastity of women, may be sscnﬁced on the

altars of Mammon; nay, that love and eveni friendship
are venal. 'This assertion, though plausxble, and m too
many instances applicable, is not true; and itweré much
to be wished, for the honour of human nature, that its



36

fallacy should be exposed by every lover of social hqa-
piness. .

Those moralisis wha contend that maxkind are hspr
pier in a state of agricultural and pastoral simplicity
than in communities where comnerce prevails, seemi-to-
have forgot that “ stremgth of mind is exercise, nat.
rest;” and that we enjoy a thousand conveniences and
elegances unknown to the untutored -agyicalturists of”
Otaheite, or even the Western isles of Scotland.

The merchant, indeed, whese whole life is spent in
the bustle of trade, has but little time for reflection;
and, however censurable his traffic may eppear, perhaps.
his business came into his hands by hereditary succession,.
and consequently habit has reconciled him even to the
slave-trade. But, had he time to moralise, his consci-
ous heart would tell him, that to communicate happiness
to the bosom of oppressed humanity, would be of mare
value than the freight of his homeward-bound fleet; he
would awake from his golden dreams$ of unreal felicity,
‘and burst those chains so long rxvetted on the limbs - of
men by bard-heNﬁd Avarice. - -

Still, howevesr, it will be found ‘that the cavils of man-
kmd against the busipess of the mierchant originates.




‘87

rakhet in‘envy 8t his prosperity, than a desire to promote:-

virtue. When the wisdom of our Legislatare shall
abolish the traffic to Africa for slaves,® and when mono-

poly shidll De prevented by restrictive laws, the merchants .

of thiscity will doubtless continue to manifest their supe-.

riority to those of every other nation, and contribute very.
egsentially to the general happiness of the community,

. MANNERS OF THE GREAT.

Increase of pow’r begets increase of wealth;
..» Wealth, luxury ; and laxury, excess : .
That seizes first the opulent. descends
" To the next rank contagious, and in time
‘Taints downward all the.graduated scale
Of erder, from tlle chariot to the plough.
CowngR.

Plato, speaking of immorality, observes, that the-
xaoral intemperance of cities, and the corruption of

manoers, originate in the bad example of others to

youth; and when we reflect on the powerful influence of *
the great, we must be convinced that the public mind:

will ever be stronglv biassed by their conduct.

. ® That ishuman trafiic has happilv been abalhhed Ma,

our merclmnu never agaln attempt to “carry trade at the sword's:

goint, of dye the white-robe of innocemt commercial justice red.”.
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* "The.dissipation which not dnly prevails i the fashion-
" ‘Whle ‘world, but has spread .throngh all ranks, is the
scredture -of female extravagance :-yes, many of our la-

« dies of rank are at once- the. arbitresses .of. fashion, aud
. - .the d:ssemmatorsof folly, profusnon, and hcenuousnm'

An emnlmon to . oul:vne each other inspives the, gmt
and the.gay, Private theatres resound with the affect-
ing sonnets of wariton love. By'an imitation of the un-
blushing matrons of - fashion, the blooming virgin soon
assumes a sufficient degree of confidence to participate
their orgies: it is so ‘vulgar to be reserved, or to have
the smallest-respect for modesty or religion! And, O
" how charming and spirited to whirl through the convolu-
tions of a Scotch reel, as recommended by an arbitress of
vanity l—how neble to excel in equestrian exercises like
Xady L***, our modern Diana!—and how decorous and
characteristic of maxden reserve to make the vaulted
roofs ‘of pleasure resound ‘the eat-piercing music of the
* 'cymbal, so often practised and reoommended ‘by the
modest Mn B‘“‘”' : - .

A pohte writer ' observes,. that * the “utmost of 2,
woman’s character is contained in domestic life; she is
blameable or.praweworthy according ‘as her carriage
affécts the huse of her father orher husband.. All she -
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has to do i tbis woﬂd is’ contained within the duties of

a daughter, a sister, a wife, ‘end a mother;—all these
'may be pérformed, thongh a lady should not be the
" very first woman at an opera or an assembly.” These
’ precepts, however just, aré m:mlea'l to' the pursuits and

sentiments of éur modern females -'The 'woman of

" fashion " thinks it- more spmteJ to overlook the bounda-

ries ‘of - morahtv, ‘and boldly participates the varied

" amusetiients of the' gaming-table, the masquerade, and

all the gratifications of sense. What signifies the loss of
character, bealth and beauty ?— Fame, wealth; and
honodr, what are you to pkasure r Nobly independ-

entin prmclple', wlth passions stimulated by luxury, and

sanctloned i their mdulgence by the glozing sophistry of
nodern plnlocophmnc, the illustrious fuir-one emulates

‘ the voluptnousness of the most luxunous dames.of anti-
 quity. '

Tt must be very mortlfymg, however, for persoas of

" quality to see themselves outdone by the apes of society.
" For mstance, a’ certain ' lady, Iong celebrated for her
" introduction of reels into the circle of fashion, -and who

has successflﬂly endeavouted to render the heads of
young Tadies gt‘ddy, finds' ‘that, after all her lnadable
exemons, ‘she is excelled in aglhty and grace by an opera

¢ dancer ! Illweaud ambman; Iww wuch ait thou
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- shrunk!” 1t must be pitiable to. reflect, that this amis-
ble desire of the great, to excel in frivolous accomplish-
ments, has been but too often unsuceessful. That po-
.lﬁkdudwnomympem, Nero, entered intp
a competition with buffoons and fiddlers; hut he was
obliged to relinquish the pursuit, - from a consciousness of
. bis inferiority of talents: and probably our young ladies,
who now practise wanton dances and lessous on tam-
bourines and cymbals, will eventually leave the cultiva-
tion of those polite arts to actresses. -

But while private theatres and fites are sanctianed by
the presence of the most dignified characters, it is vain
to hope for a reformation of fashionable manners.—
" 'This absurd indulgence of vanity seems to anthorise and
enforce the necessity of young ladies being educated like
actresses; nay, at the fote of a person of quality, 2
pumber of our young nobility of both sexes actuallys
performed a farce for the entertainment of the company!
We are told by an eye-witness, that * This fairy group
rivalled the Opera-house and Drury-lane in correctness
and- spirit. Lady C—— was wonderfully happy i
- her character as a clown! Hilligsberg had instructed

her to turn in her toes, and adopt awkward gestures,
whmhsbewasxoonemfnl,tbatasttanger ?
"~ acarcely have heheved ber torbe so gracefed and accom'




plishied s dhe redily is in hér own charsster. Miss B——
dstoiished every one by her accurate performance of the
‘ol mar” We here see an amisble young creature,
divested of that modesty which nature intended to be
both ber ornament and defence; disguised in the dress
“of the other sex! and even her very manners and actions
- dsstiined? nd the farther she departed ﬁvm her natural
deficacy by the successfal imitation of volgarity, the
more loud and reiterated were the plandits of those titled
GOTHAMITES, who disgraced both the digdity of her.
sex and their own rank by their sanction of such absur-
dity. The other young lady whe personated the old
yean with so muth cleverness, must bave been much im-
proved in her ideas of decoram, and the respect due to
the aged. Venerable old age was onee beld ‘sacred
ﬁmbu‘g' us, but it seems to be the wish, nay, the ambi-
tien, " of the polite world to invert the ordet of things; to
* fittach ridicule to the most meriterious charaeters; and

faiigh with pleasurable glee at propriety, mtue. and -
rehglon

“In order to pface the lrrehglon of persons of quahty

in a proper point of view, fet us ‘enyuire to the princi-

W, plés irstilled by a boarding:school education. -Is not
ihe adornmenrt of the person the principal objéct? and

@ 5auid net a fashionable lady blush if she were cavgbt
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reading a Blble, or aPtaye: book?. Wauld she, uothde,
or fling away- the unfashionable volume'! But sf tzhe ob-
jeot: of ber study. should happen tobe a govel or, phy.
she would present it to ber.visitor. with a smile ¢ of satis-
faeubn. - . .
Ameng otbepproofs of self :mportanee, the conﬁdent
air-with which- high-bred ledies contemplate { th&other
sex in their morning rambles, is a suﬂicmntmdu:agqp of
their modesty. This apparent superiorjty of de;
may be the companion of purity of heart, but. few men

wopld wish to see their wives and daughters salgntqnnv )

in the public walks, half dressed, and gazing at every
man that passed... The observant eye can easily digcern
affectation . in . their.deportment, and the studied adjuct-
ment of their light flowing robes. These capricious fair-
ones are so vain, that, their eyes claim the homage of
every man they meet, and they seem dlssatlsﬁed if we
pass them without gratifying their self-love by apparent
admiration,

Many. of our grey-haired matrons are decorated with
such a profusion of ornaments, that they ‘attract the
eye; as the foliage of the.treesin autqmn exhibit a more
gaudy variety. of tmts than eyen the fresh beauttes of

spring, .. -

(]
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Bat it is at our theatres that the modish fiir display- . -

their charms to most advantage; thete they imbibé re— . -
firted - sentiments; and symputhise -with such virtwous. *

chairacters as the adultresses' aiid ‘blastering -berces of
Kotzebue, to the melioration of their morals! Indeed;
the principal advantage to be-derived from eue modemm -
dramas ‘is, that noothmg relaxation whith' they afford:
the mind. When the fine lady returns home fatigued
after a successién ‘of important: mbring visits, and the
exhaustion of her vivid spirits, in the useful employment
of tumbling over'a muititude of ‘silks, laces, and - mus-
lims; the selection of china, - 8r cheapening of perfumery, .
how gratifying must be theamusement of the theatre ! —
'There the unwelcome visitor Reflection will not intrude, ..
but; :sarrounded by admirers, the fair idel may indolge
her faney-in reveries of vanity. -The: concatenation of
her sublime ideas will seldom be -broken either by the
witticisms of her-attendant beaux, or the- drivellings of
lnmﬁonmnddunneu,sooﬁzn mdorntngon '
the mge -

~ If our ladies prefer the féte, or the maaquerade,,
gaiety -attends their steps; hnd -the- power' of gold
throws open -every door on their approach. - At these.
amdsements they pass ‘the hours im afeverish medinm
beiween pleasure and pain, and return’ home. in splendid
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-up the measure of their. vanity; and every successive

day presents.an -insipid round of similar gratifications.—

Je this frantic misapplication of health, fortune, and

‘time, agreeable 1o the dictates of reason, or the feelings
of a-conscious heart? Ne: but who can summen forti-
‘tude -enough to break the magic chain of fashion, or
<endwe the frantic revilings of a dissipated throng, in-
‘volved in the -charybdis of extravagance?

It must be mortifying to our modern arbitresses of
taste to refleet, that they have not even the mesit of
-originality in their amusements, as every species of
- excess in dress and intrigue have been formerly practised

by Cleopatra, and other celebrated nymphs of antiquity.
“There remains only one.unexplored path by which our
‘ladies may mrive at a- degree of refinement which will
surpass the elegance of former ages. Listen, ‘ye lovely
directors of our amusements—listen to the voice of
prudence; let your dress, deportment, and converss-
tion, be regulated by the secret dictates of your natural
Aelicacy, and no longer sacrifice your noblest feelings to
. the slavish foppery of fashion ; or rather, by your exam-
ple, render it fashionable to be virtnous. Recal your
anisguided countrywomen to the path of decorum, -from
which so mapy of them have widely strayed :—now, alas!
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- ou wander like benighted' travellérs amid the quagmires

of pleasure, allured -by the ignis fatuus of dissipation,
and the mext step may overwhelm you in the abyss

-of infamy: — expend the treasare which- you now

lavish on fétes and other amusements, in the institution
of public seminaries for the children of'the indigent, and
asylums for the proteetion of female-innocence.

If we wish to contemplate the insipidity of fashion-
able life, let us visit the squares and streets inhabited
by the nobility and gentry. There coaches and
Jacqueys attend before their doors every morning with

-all the vstentation of pride... Footmen strut, proud of

the budges of their servitude, like the bird with bor-
rowed feathers. The clewn, who was usefully em-

- ployed at the plough er cart in the country, is here

metamorphosed into a beau, and attends the steps of
his lady with an air of self-conceit. Perhaps a few
traces of  his former rustic.bashfulness yet remain, but
he will soon learn to suppiess his feelings, and glory in

his progress in depravity.

. The mansions of the great may, indeed, be ealled
-sehools of affectation. There the waiting-maid huitates
the ndiculous airs of her lady; and the valet assumes -
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the insolent authority of his. master over the menial
-gradations of servility below him. Throughout those
receptacles of pride, no hospitable door is opened to
admit the necessitous strapger—no accommodations for
thé weary sojourner—no shelter for the houseless wretch;
all is formality and forbidding grandeur, while the so-
cial passions languish in lethargic torpor.

Let us take a cursory view of what is called a liberal
education, such as is generally bestowed on a youth
born to the inheritance of titles and a large estate.
From his earliest years our young nobleman’s wants are
administered to with servile attention; he is not per-
mitted to learn “ one earthly thing of use:” for how
is it possible that my Lord can ever be under the ne-
cessity of exerting his faculties? The years of infancy
elapsed, he is committed to thé care of a tutor, who
studies his disposition with a view to his own futore
emolument, rather than the improvement of his pupil.
Hence, the youth grows up with a mind confused by an
imperfect attainmest of the learned languages, -and his
persen is improved by practising the gymnastic arts
usually taught in our public seminaries.

¢¢ We give some Latin, and a smatch of Greek,
Teach bim to fence and figure twice a week ;
And having done, we think the best we can,
Praise his proficiency, and dub him—man."
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"The natural transition from school is to college,
“where, by the magic influence of gold, even the wrinkled
‘brow of philosophy is smoothed to complacency, and
learning greets him with smiles. Here the noble youth
lives at perfect ease :—some needy and ingenious young
student will gladly supply- him with themes for a few
pieces; and while he receives the praise of ingenuity
without exertion, he passes the pleasurable and inglo-
rious hours in dalliance with some frail fair-one, or at
the tavern or gaming-table.

Our Phacton now ascends the chariot of his ancestors
with a determination to illumine the fashionable werld.
‘Emulous to excel his youthful competitors in extrava-
gance, his dress, conversation, and demeanour, are under
the influence of affectation. The ladies give his mind
the finishing polish of polite education, by initiating him
in all the modish follies of the day. Those fair instruc-
tors, the female philosephers, teach their lively pupil to
deride religion as the -old-fashioned superstition of our
fusty ancestors. He eagerly imbibes their sublime prin-
ciples, learns their peculiar phrases, and, as ‘a reward,
is received by the complacent smiles of beauty in every
fashionable circle.

He now keeps a mistress, and becomes a regular man
of fashion; or, in other words, he lives not in confor-
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mity to the dictates of reason, but under the capricious
influence of every change in dress, 2aste, ot principles,
however egregious, if sanctioned by the ladies.

During winter he riots in every species of indulgenee
which the metropolis can afford, and he passes the sum-
mer at some fashiouable watering-place.

It may be asserted by the mioralist, that this mode of
life is at.once abominable, and pernicious to society;
and that it would be more patriotic in men of fortune to-
reside on their estates, and encourage agriculturé and
manufactures among their tenantry. But though build-
ing and peopling towns and encouraging tlie arts were
considered as god-like achievements by the ancients, our
modern nobility in general are actuated by very different
ideas, The turf, the gaming-table, and the brothel,
occupy the attention and drain the coffers of those who.
prefer present enjoyments, however grovelling, to the-
reversionary glories of fame, or even eternal happiness!

But, perhaps, this apparent degeneracy of so many of”
our nobility and gentry originates in nobler motives than.
mere self-gratification. Wisely reflecting, tkat if. they
circnlated their money among their tenantry, the conse-
quences might be injurious to agriculture, as the far-
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‘mers might grow too rich and neglect their business, our
patriotic landholders draw the superfluious cash from
the country to promote the prosperity of the metropo-
lis. Thus they preserve the agricultural body in health

and activity, as the sanity of the animal frame is pro-
moted by insensible perspiration.

Haviog expatiated so lang on the foibles of the disso-
lute part of our nobility, let us now tura our atteﬁ@-
- to a more agreeable subject, and celebrate those who

are as conspicuous for itheir virtues as they are illustrious
‘by rank.

The virtues of generosity and valour, for which our
ancient nobihity were deservedly renowned, -are not yet
-extinguished among their successors, and the present

age has witnessed several instances of their munificence
and -patriotism.

Many of our nobility might be mentioned who are
entitled to praise for their public spirit and private vir-
tues; but we must regret that the number bears a small
proportion to that of the licentious.

Were persons of quality unanimous in promoting vir-
tue and decency, we might soon hope to see a favourable
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change in the manners of the people. But where are:
those maguoanimous individuals who will, with a noble
fortitude and self-denial, begin the work of public refor-
mation. by their example? Where is that gigantie mind,
that, rising superior to the derision of fashionable vanity,
and contemning the childish vagaries of a disordered
imagination, wisely prefers the approbation of the
Deity, and the “ sunshine of the breast,” to the fantas-
tic joys of effeminacy and profligacy?

- Let such truly great minds shine on the world - of
fashion like light rising out of chaos, and by their
brightness expose the deformity of vice and the miséry
" of dissipation. Such benign beings may yet, like minis-
" tering angels, cherish the good propensities of the human -
“heart, and convince the rest of our nobility, gentry, nay,
" the whole community, that decency. of dress and man-
ners, purity of heart, charity to man, and piety to God,
only, can conduct mortals to the blissful regions of eter-- -
" nal felicity. :

DRESS.

Her women insolent and self-caress'd,

By vanity’s unwearied finger dress’d ; ;
Forgot the blush that virgin fears impart

To modest cheeks; and borrow’d one itom art;
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Were just such trifies, witlrout-werth or ase,

As silly pride and idleness prodace

Curl'd, scented, furbelt;w'd, and flounc'd arennd;
With feet too delicate to teuch the ground,

They stretch’d the neck, and roll'd the wanton eye;
And sigh’d for every fool that flutter’d. hy.
: : Gowexr,

. Such were the ladies of Jerusalem, as described by a
‘sublime poet; but can their levity, by a parity of cir-
eumstances, be applied to our more beannful and per-
Eaps more luxurious countrywomen ?

_ In many respects the similarity is striking; but we
might as well think to describe the various convolutions
and grotesque developements of a cloud driven by the
.wind, as to give an accurate description of the various
forms assumed by fashion. Every gradation of hue bas
- been suecessively exhibited to allure the beanx. When
we behold the most beautiful female forms gliling in
our public walks, robed in white, and with the most
lovely necks.decorated with chains of gold—apt emblem
of their puwer of captivation—we can scarcely forbear
exclaiming, “ Really, ladies, this. is too much to attack
us at once with the united attractions of gold and beauty,
the two most powerful objects of man’s desire ; for pity’s
sake divest yourselves of those glittering chains, and
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decently eonceal those’ bosoras which should -not be
exposed to the public gaze I”

But lessons of prudence are beneath the attention of
our titled dames, . whose flowing rohes, of a texture unfit
1o resist the slightest shower, are at once typical of their
understanding, and a proof of their refined taste. Their
fair tresses have been sacrificed on the altars of fashion,
or concealed like musked batteries beneath their head-
‘dress. ' The Circassian sleeve, the unzoned waist, the
pendent workbag instead of pockets, and that preposte-
rous custom of conceiling the purse in the bosom, pre-
sent such a combination.of absurdity .and indecency to
the feeling mind, that we are ready to controvert the
JSact, and exclaim, are these things so!

A fair moralist,* who ‘is as emulous to promote the
Irappiness of her sex as the vain-glorious slaves of fashion

are to.excel i frivolity, thus animadverts on the-dress )

of our ladies:—% The unchaste costume, the impure
_style of dress, antl that indelicate statue-like exhibition
-of the female figure, which, by its artfully dispesed
~ ~folds, its seemingly wet and adhesive drapery, so defines
the:form as te prevent covering itself from becoming a
veil.” This liceutious mode, as the acute Montesquieu

 .® Miss Haonsh More.
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obeerved: on' the dances of the Spartan virgins, has
‘taught us “ to strip chastity itself of modesty.” This
elegant satirist is certainly too severe ; for much benefit
may be derived from the dress of our fashionable fe-
males! Let us only reflect on the rapid improvements.
which will be made in the fine arts, while such perfect
models present themselves to the observation of the
-artist. ‘The liberal, nay, profuse display of their beau-
-ties, with which our modish dames and virgi s gratify
-the eye in the public walks and theatres, will donbtleu '
improve the imagination of the poet, the puinter, and
the sculptor. The elegant symmetry of form for which
.out countrywomen are celebrated, is exhibited by the *
light transparency of their flowiug raiment, so as (o pre-
.sent the most exquisite beauties shining like a constella- '
tion to irradiate the path of genius! With what accu-
racy may the artist depict those graces which court the
eye! How infinitely superior are those animated origi-
-nals of feminine perfection, which communicate the
-mest distinct and delightful ideas of form, Aue, and
-motion, when compared with the unanimated beauties
of even the Venus of Medici! Rejoice, ye men of.
-genius! beauty will aid and patronise your efforts; our
modern Phrynes and Laises, our gay matrons, even the
delicate graces of the shame-faced virgin, are presented
10 your keen inspection by.the liberality of fasbion.
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Nor is this vanity 6f dress and deportment confined to-
.our women of rank. The wives and daughters of our
geotry and merchants, nay, of cur shopkeepers amd
mechanics, are as perfectly similar as circumstanees will
permit.

Among the different inventions for the convenience of
the ladies, the swig is perhaps the greatest improvement
ever adopted. We have only to regret, that, like other
temporary advantages, it will probably soon be sacri-
ficed to some other whim of fashion.. -

This beautiful ornament was doubtless suggested by
some fair philosopher, whose lucubrations were devoted
to the happiness of her sex ; and though some fastidious
-mortal may object to it as indelieate, it has many advan-
tages over the natural hair.

It prevents the inroads ef vermin wlnch annoyed the
belles when high heads and balr‘powdet were the tom.—
Besides, it is a great saving of that time which is-so pre-
cious to the ladies in this-age of philosophic research. A
lady can n.owAt.ake off her bead in a.:moment, place it
upon her toilette, and replace it next morning in a few
seconds, In bot weather the wig is very convenient to

‘ lad!es who are - naturally kot headed, and are apt to per-
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Jepapire freely, us they may take off their head-dress in the
<ndegmblic street, and refrigerate their bare polls by rubbing
ar shem gently with a handkerchief.

A .

'The superiority of the wig over the natural hair at
masquerades must be obvious, as in changing dresses,

~ "wigs of different colours may be used in personating dif-
: ferent characters. In sitting for their portraits, too, the

Fadies find that wigs facilitate the progress of the artist.
Lady 'Levity, so well known for ingenious devices,
actually left her wig with an eminent portrait painter the
other moruing, and put on another which she had brought
in her pocket, and which served to decorate her head
for the remainder of the day!

In compliance with the mode, those ladies who are
favoured by nature with beautiful locks, submit them to
the scissars of the hair-dresser, and not only pay him for
his trouble, but generously present him with the spoil,
which he manufactures into a wig for some bald-pated
dame of quality.

On a gereral survey of the dress of our ladies, and,
indeed, of females of every class, they seem universally
to agree with a witty female writer, who asserts that
“ if it were the fashion to go naked, the face would
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Jardly be observed;” and if they continue to undressin
proportion as they have done for some time past, we
may expect to-behold them shining in the unveiled efful-
gence of natural beauty! A

. That the ladies, however, have mot totally relin-
_quished all ideas of modesty, is evident from their liberal
- use of the parasol and the veil. The parasol may be
denominated the modern fig-leaf, which conceals the
beaauties of the fair, who Liave ingeniously contrived to
‘makeita verv formidable weapon. When that elegant
class of society the fops contemplate the varieties of
female beauty with as much pleasure as ever florists did
a favourite carnation, the modest maiden is screened
from their prying-eyes by the intervening parasol. Oz
the other hand, the coquet can render this little imple-
ment not only attractive, but dangerous. By various
motions she can first allure her beau, on kis approach
she may conceal her face, or if she is determined to
make an entire conquest- she may suddenly remove her
parasol, and break out-upon him in the irresistible sples-
dour of beauty, like the sus from behind a cloud. In-
deed, the fair sex seem well convinced of the power of
this engine. Nor are. the seductive attractions of the
veil unknown ; for, strange as it may appear, the very
.emblems of modesty itself are metamorphosed into the |
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most powerful auxilisries of gallantry by our modern
fine ladies!

When winter compels our pedestrian beauties to re-
sume the muff and the tippet, they very judiciously con-
trive to render these comfortable appendages useless, by
the thinaess of the rest of their dress. A Portugnese or
Spaniard, on his first arrival in town, might conjecture
that our fine wemen were penitents, whom the priest
had punished for some peccadillo, by obliging them to
wear muffs, to keep the hand and lower part of the arm
warm, while the upper part of that elegant limb was
exposed to the frigorific influence of the season.

-

Our ladies, indeed, seem to be adepts in the art of
decoration; and, like the painter, bave studied the
power of contrast, by an artful distribution of light and
shade. This is evident, from their skilful display of
formidable curls on the polished forehead; and the
august dignity which their soft charms derive from the
furs of different ferecious animals. :

In one respect, however, they seem sadly deﬁcienf,
| for neither time nor experience can convince them that

“ The maid who modestly conceals
Her beauties, whilst she hides reveals.
. Give but.a glimpse, and fancy draws
Whate'er the Grecian Veuus was.”
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*They still .persevere in the display of their persons, im
spite of the animadversions of satire. But perhaps this
proceeds from conscious innocence; and every bloom-
ing—painted or unpainted—charmer would wish, if it
were possible, that she had a window in her breast te
«exhibit her most secret thoughts, Still, however, the
moralist has reason to suspect, from. the significant
glances, the artful gestures, and wanton attire of beau—
tiful women in their perambulations through the streets,
that licentionsness is the directress of fashion.

All the enchantment of feminine charms is evaieseent
as the resplendent rainbow that swells its ‘magnific arch
in the majesty of light! “The most delicate complexlon,
the most animated bloom that smiles in the richness of
youthfiil luxuriance on the polished cheek, and the fair
Tight that-emanates from the eyes of beauty, must lan-

~ guish and expire! But, though the lilies and roses of
love must fade, the mental charms of" modesty, sincerity,
and virtuous love, are immortal.

‘We shall now recommend to the attention of the ladies
- sentiment of onr sweetest poet:

Beauties in vain their pretty eyes may roll ;
“Chirms strike the sense, but merit wins the soul !
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FEMALE EDUCATION.

7Tis granted, and no plainer truth appears,
‘Our most important are our earliest years:
The mind, impressible and soft, with ease
Imbibes, and copies what she hears and sees:
And through life’s labyrinth holds fast the clee
That education gives her; false or true,

Cowrzn.

Paradoxical as it may appear, we are at this moment
-assailed by vice under the guise of refmement, and the
morals of the people are vitiated at their source by the
-improper education of females. It is the duty of every
patriot to watch over those amiable young creatures on
whose virtue the honour, safety, and happiness of the
-community so essentially depend ; and to preserve them
from the pestilential coutagion of vice, which now
blights the first bloom of their mental beauties. The
following letter from an indulgent, but disappointed
:parent, willillust-ate this:

SIR,

1 am a widower, and the chief pride and delight of
‘my life would be my two daughters, were they endued
with discretion. But, alas! all my fond hopes have been
blasted, by giving them a fashionable education.
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Being an opulent merchant, I resolved to spare no
expence in the instructiom of my children. Accordingly
when the eldest, whose name is Mary, had attained the
age of ten years, and her sister Elizabeth nine, I visited a
distant female relation, who kept a boardil_xg-ecbool ina
. village adjacent to the metropolis, and proposed to place
my daughters noder her care.. Mrs. Mamll.assured me
that the greatest pains should be taken te render them

accemplished.

Ina few days I accompavied my blooming cherubs to
the hoarding-school, .and afterwards in my occasional
visits I had reason to be pleased with their- progress in
the French language, music, and similar accomplish-
ments, which are now eonsidered as indispensable. I
thought, however, that I perceived a mixture of levity
in their manners, and expostulated with Mrs. Marall.—
She lulled my apptebensious, by saying, ““ My dear sir,
you may rely on my attention to the meorals of your
daughters—my school has long been celebrated for de-
corum. ’Tis true, I bave several young ladies of distinc-
ti)n entrusted to my care; and you know, cousin, we
‘must ot be too austere with persons of quality, who
allow themselves a greater latitude of action than would
be proper for people of inferior rank.” ¢ Madam,” re-
plieu 1, “ no station can sanction levity, and 1 request




. that my dapghters may not be permitted to imitate the

follies which you think pardonable in high life.” * Coun-’
-sin,” rejoined she, in a soothing tone, “ the morals of
 your.girls shall be preserved like jewels; they shall ‘be
.consigned to their worthy father pure-as innocence itself.”

‘When my danghters had continued five years under
“the care of their preceptress, I conducted them home.—
Their education had eost me upwards of a thousand
pounds, and I was delighted with their proficiency in
polite attainments. But though their gentility of de-
portment, and easiness of maoners, were admirable, I
looked in vain for that angelic smile of simplicity which
had once played on their lips, and glistened in their eyes;
. nay, I remarked a passion for finery, which appeared to
originate in pride ; but I forbore expostulation during
the first evening after their return home, lest they should
be ternﬁed at any appearance of austerity.

Next moming-after breakfast I daired my footman
to attend them when they shquld be disposed to walk.—
In the course of the morning I had occasion to pass
-through St. James’s-park, where the fine weather had

.invited a numerous assemblage of polite pedestrians.—
Although I was delighted with the beauty and gaiety of
r
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several groupes of young ladies, ¥ could not suppress a
sentiment of pity, on observing the veryindecent manner
in which they were attired. But what appeared still
_more censurable was, their haughty demeatiour, and the
satisfaction with which they seemed to enjoy the homage
of the men as they passed.

I entered into conversation with a gentlemin, and ex-
pressed my disapprobation of the licentiousness of
fashion; he replied,  Your observations are just, but
what can the poor girls do? they must dress and behave
" like others, or they will be entirely neglected.” While
we conversed I beheld two young ladies approach, dres-
sed in the light drapery of the Zon, and 2ttended by a
servant. 'They stepped together with the most sprightly
" air, and often varied their posture to excite the atten-

tion of others. I contemplated the levity of these young
creatures with secret pity; but what was my astonish-
- ment to find that they were my own daughters! They
blushed, appeared disconcerted at this unexpected meet-
ing, and proposed to accompany me home. The gen-
tleman with whom I had been conversing, with a signifi-
cant smile, wished me a good merning, aund I left the
public walk, overwhelmed with shame and sorrow, at
the indiscretion of my children,

~
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I expostulated with my dear girls on the impropriety
of their conduct. 'They assured-me that they had been
taught to dress according to the fashion, and thought it
no crime'to appear like others. While I expatiated on
the indelicacy of young virgins being habited like women
of the town, and the folly of supposing that they would
gain admirers by walking the streets half-naked, they
-appeared to feel the force of conviction. Their dress is
now perfectly genteel, modest, and becoming, yet I per-
ceive with infinite regret that the seeds of levity sown by
a boarding-school education will scarcely ever be eradi-
cated. My lovely girls have, indeed, eaten the fruit of -
the tree of knowledge, and, like Eve, have thereby lost
their primitive simplicity.

"~ Iam, &c.
: PRUDENTIUS. .

From the pernicious tendency of excessive refine- '
ment, as described by Prudentius, it is evident that
our public seminaries are improperly conducted.—Nor
is the private education of females among the higher
classes more. productive of felicity. Even from her
infancy, the young lady is-habitnated to the unrestrained
gratification of her most capricious’ whims — praised,
idolized !—in this ungovernable state of petulancé she
proceeds with little advantage through the usual grada-
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tions of education. Masters attend to teach her dif-
ferent languages ; she acquires a smattering of each;
and, like the swallow, just sips the surface of the stream,
and flies off to some more alluring object. The lighter
female accomplishments of dancing, music, and drawing,
are the principal objects of her attention, and her per-
sonal charms are cultivated. with such solicitude, that the
wery air of heaven is not suffered . to .visit _ker face too
raughly. '

‘When perfectly accomplished, this charming -creature
is introduced to the fashionable world, where her . beau-
_ .ties emanate like the first rays of moming, to the delight

of the admiring beaux. She enters the temple of Af-
fectation with a palpitating bosom, but her fears soon
subside, and she participates the varied pleasures of the
‘ball, the féte, and the masquerade, with-as much glee as
the Duchess of :herself. Gratified by the “ful-
some flattery and flippant wit of the titled coxcomb, the
beautiful .{yro feels an emulation to obtain universal
-admiration, and learns to wield the sonorous cymbals
.with all the'agility and grace imaginable. Those brazen
emblems of female modesty must.be highly conducive
-to the harmony of ‘polished society, and enable the fair
perforinerto suppress the small remains of. bashfulness,
-so incommodious in kigh life. :
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Such accomplishments are doubtless considered by
our modish ladies as indispensable, especially if they
hope to rival the actresses, and recal the wandering
hearts of those lovers who are attracted by theatric
graces. Our men of fashion, indeed, have the example
of English peers to countenance their attachment to
the beauties of the green-room; and we may expect, if
the mania continues, to see those heroines trausplaced
from their fictitious greatness into the superb mansions
of our nobility, to preside over the varying freaks of
-vanity and extravagance.

But it is among the middle classes that the effects of
mismanaged boarding-schools are most severely felt.—
The ambition of parents to see their children exalted oc-
casions them to lavish that money on superfluous accom-
plishments, which would have been much better. applied
to purchase more solid benefits. The wives of* mer-
chantsand tradesmen, viewing the infantine graces of
their daughters with-maternal delight, vainly think that
to initiate them in modish qualifications, will be their
eertaiir exaltation, if not to a title, at least to a higher
rank in society than-that in which they have been born.

For this purpose miss is entrusted to the governess of
a boarding-school,.and no.recruit ever suffered more on.
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drill than she is obliged to undergo. Her form is mould-
ed according to the corréct ideas which ber preceptress
has of grace; she is taught to look, sit, move, and speak
by rule; and to play npon various instruments of mmsic,
dance and speak French, by masters whose imsignificance
is only equalled by their adulatory impertinence.

Unaccustomed to the conversation of men of senmse,
the poor girl soon imbibes the flippant nonsense of her
teachers, and should any of those coxcombs happen to
be an agreeable man, an intrigue is probably commenc-

-ed with his pupil, which terminates in an elopement.

The History of Miss Wentworth.

- When the skipping-rope was first introduced at a
boarding-school for young ladies, near London, Maria
Wentworth, a fine sprightly girl, aged fifteen, was ani-
bitious to excel her schoolfellows by superior agility
and grace, in that species of amusement. Maria eounld
swing the skipping-rope backwards, forwards, or trans-
vérsely, with inimitable dexterity, and her health was
improved by the exercise; but she lost that delicate
sensation of modesty which formerly suffused her beau-
tiful faee on the slightest occasion. She grew more con-
fident, and, charmed by the adulation of her dancing-

.
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woaster, she hecame the victim of delusion, 'This
“wretch, whose name was Mansel, was the pander of a
young nobleman, aud practised on the credulity of un-
‘thiuking girls in the different seminaries in which he was
<mployed. He had Jong witnessed the vivacityof Miss
Wentworth, but did not attempt to seduce her, till she
“became a skipping-girl. From that moment he resolves
10 profit by her imprudence?

Maria commonly amused’ herself with her favourite
zope in the garden belonging to the boarding-school,’
and one delightful morning in September, when Mansel
came to teach her a lesson, he found herm 2 retired
awvalk, tripping along with all the playfulness of a Grace.
- ¥te praised the fresh glow which beautified her cheel
and the spirit that sparkled in her eyes, from the salu-
‘brious effects of exercise in the open air, and hinted
that she had made a conquest of a noble lord. Maria
blushed, her heart palpitated, but the plausible fale of
her deceiver spothed her apprehensiens, She consented
to indulge her admirer with an interview; he came at
the time appointed, and hreathed 2 rhapsody of tender
. momsense, such as she had often met with in novels, but
had never before heard from the lips of a lover. Ina
few days she eloped with Lord V*#***, who baving no
-object but sensuality i view, first led his mistress through
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the fantastic round of illusory pleasures, and then aban-
doned her to want, infamy, and despair? When Maria
reflected on the former innocence and happiness of her
life; the tenderness of her parents and friends, whose
esteem was for ever lost; and the sweet society of her
amiable inmates, who now regretted her absence and
exclusion; she became frantic, and in that déplorable
state was conveyed to a receptacle of the insane, where
she now remains absorbed in melancholy, a sad momu-
ment of female indiscretion. \

Such are the beneficial consequences of an indalgencé
in those modish amusements, the skipping-rope, and
the tambourine, so highly recommended as conducive to
the health of our youthful females. Those young ladies
who now so egregiously prefer an imitation of the wanton
contortions of a painted actress, to the modésty and-
good-nature which can render them truly charming,
ought, as a warning against levity and seduction, to re-
member the fate of poor Maria Wentworth, -

Is there a father or mother feelingly solicitous for the
future honour and happiness of their daughter, who
would entrust her into one of "those modern temples of
affectation, called boarding-schools? No; .rather let
the: loveliest part of our species be educated at home,
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Deneath a mother’s guardian eye; or if the mother be
incompetent to the task, let a modest preceptress in-.
struct the blooming girl beneath that paternal roof
where seduction will not presume to appear under the
assumed name of refinement. This mode of education |,
will preserve the morals of the virgin, and be particus
larly useful and practicable among those in the middle
classes of society; as girls-can not only make a regular
progress in useful and ornamental knowledge, which
renders even beauty more amiable, but they may also be
initiated in those easily acquired arts of domestic eco-
nomy peculiar to theirsex. Thus the daughters of shop-
keepers can occasionally assist in the sale of goods, and
at once learn an useful and profitable business, while
they repay the cares of their parents, by grateful exer-
tions for their mutual welfdre, at the same time that
#ome may -be considered as a sanctuary, where the de-
mon vice can have no influence.

_By the present preposterous ambition to educate
young women of the subordinate classes with the profu-
sion of those in the highest ranks, many girls are utterly
disqualified to fill their place and perform their duties in
society, and in a manner prepared for seduction !

An elegant young woman,. long accustomed to the
homage of a wrain of coxcombs, will expect similar

.
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wttention from her husband, and feel her pride morti-
fied when she finds herself treated as a mere woman.—
From the frivolity of her mjnd, she is not passessed of
that modest dignity so essential to command the esteem
of her partner ;—hence bickerings, jealopsies, and often
wutual infidelity, terminated by a separation,

Good sense is as much superior to the Jevity of wit as
the light of the sun i3 to the momentary glare of a
meteor ; and an accomplished female mind i3 infinitely
_ more estimable in the eyes of reflecting men than those
exhibitions of feminine charms obtruded on our fancy by
fashion. Such beautiful creatures as glide along the
streets, decorated in showy apparel, may amuse the pas-
senger; but wonld he wish to.see his wife in the loose
attire.of a woman of the town? Then let us discoun-
tenance this violation of public decency, so abominable
to the virtuous mind, and endeavour to persuade the fair
sex, that modesty and purity of manners are the true

ornaments that render their beauty at once amiable and
dnestimable.
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EDUCATION OF YOUTH.

Accomplishmeats bave taken virtue’s place,
And wisdom falls before exterier grace,

A just deportment, manners grac’d wish ease,
Elegant phrase, and figure form’d to please,
Are qualities that seem to comprehend
‘Whatever parents, guardians, schnols intend :
"Hence an unfurnish’d and a listless mind ;—
Though busy, trifling ; empty, though refie’d.

In contemplating the importance of education, and
<ds influence on the present and fiiture happiness of man,
“the mind is warmed with philanthropic enthusiasm. We
Dehold the docile youth pass in review, with lively minds,

‘whieh, like germinating plants, require the skill of the
-experienced to prune their Juxuriance, and direct their
-growth. We behold their passions ready to rebel against
the authority of their sovereign reason, which is yet ia
-its infancy, unable to restrain them, and looking to us
for aid. Their untaught and unsophisticated minds are
Jike simple water, equally sasceptible of the rich tincture
of virtue, or the rank infusion of vice. They seem to
look up to us with an eye of -supplication, and to ‘cry
~emphatically—Who will shew us any good?—Who will
direct us how -we may become the ornameants, and not
the disgrace, of our natureand our nation?



The youth of all the higher and middle classes in
society have a manifest advantage over thase in a lewer
station, yet it will be found that; in consequence of in-
judicious management, they derive little benefit from

contingent circumstances. 'The indulgence of infantine-

caprice, so prevalent in this metropolis, is one great
source of folly and vice. From a ridiculous affectation
of tenderness, many mothers lay the foundation of the

future obstimacy of their sons, by gratifying their child--

ish passions. Such falsely good-natured beings will
- exclaim, I caunot bear to make my. child unhappy,

even for a moment; poor fellow, he will have trouble:

enough when he grows-up—sorrow will come too soon.”
This.absurd idea is- very common. among parents, who

imagine their children will be taught the regulation of

- their passions by experience.

' Boys are indulged, lest severe restrictions should
break their spirit,-and render them timid: hence they
become assuming and impudent,- and on their entrance
into life are like a luxuriant tree, whose superabundance
of branchesand foliage prevents it from producing any
good fruit, till the severe hand of experience lops its
-redundancies. -

How irrational are those: parents who permit their

_sons to attain maturity, with only a few fashionable:
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-accomplishments!—They step ‘into life with all their
-passions and desires in full vigour; where, impatient of
‘contradiction, and unaccustomed to control, they are
-often involved in embarrassments and quarrels. In-
«chanted by the smile of pleasure, the giddy youth revels
-in her illicit enjoyments, -Faseinated by public amuse-
ments, and misled by dissolute companions, he pursues
‘the phantom of happiness without reflection. The
.stews, the gaming-table, and the tavern, consume his
-health and fortune; till ruined, emaciated, and for-
~ -saken, the wretch is: left to pine in hopeless despond-

sency; or, unable to meet his naked heart alone, he
“terminates ‘his vain-glorions career by suicide! Such,
-alas! are too often the fruits ofanunpnqper or imper-
~fect .education.

“Under the ‘head “’Manners of the Great,” we have
“taken a cursory view of what is called a liberal educa-
“tion: let us now investigate the mode of instruction
~usually pursued with children of the lower classes. The
sons of tradesmen are generally taught a smattering of
“Latin, which they seldom'find of any real utility during

their progress through life, while their morals are over-
“Jooked, and the mind, .

¢ Like a x;eglected forester, runs wild.”
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Still more objectiomable is-the present education of
the children of mechanics. ' It being the priscipal-object
of the school-master to increase the number of his pupils,
at the same time that he is disqualified for the important
churge, both from his ignorance of human nature, and
kis imperfect knowledge of the elements of science.

We often hear parents complain that their children in
a few months forget all that they had learned at school 3
the fact is, they had learned nothing except a smatter-
ing of grammar and arithmetic; and the principles of
these useful ‘sciences had been impresied so feebly on
“their memories, that, like the visions of the night, they
were forgotten with-the return of more vivid ebjects,.—
Many school-masters are shamefully negligent in the in-
eulcation of the first principles of religion and morality,
and commonly leave that most important branch of in-
struction to the management of a vain and irreligious
usher. Such are the most obvious defects in some of
our seminaries ; let us now suggest a few improvements.

The law formerly made to prevent the growth.of
popery, which required that every teacher of youth
should be authorised by a licence from thie bishop of the
diocese, might be révived as a ciieck to the alarmiug
spread of immorality and infidelity. By a revision of
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this law, evéry pastor might not only be empowered, but
obliged to grant such licence, after having previously
scrutinised the abilities and character of every school
master and schoolmistress in his parish. No prohibi-
tion, however, ought to be issued against Christian
teachers of any denomination. We have so many avow-
ed enemies in those deists and atheists who arrogate to
themselves the name of philosophers, that we should co-
operate in the general promulgation of the great truths
of the gospel.

To limit either religion or science within the pale of
any particular sect, is derogatory to that sublime
brotherly love enjoined by Christ. Let the future com-

_ petition among Christians be, who shall do most to pro-
mote the universal happiness of mankind. This simple, -
benign, and godlike principle of charity will more ef-
fectually suppress immorality, and counteract the i-
sidious paradoxes of infidels, than the pen of satire, or
the sword of justice.

Young clergymen would be the most proper instruc-~
tors of youth. Being well-taught themselves, and com-
ing fresh from classic ground, with their faculties invigo-
rated by polite learning, they are fully competent to the
task of inculcating knowledge ; and from their prepara-
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:tory study of ethics, they are proper guardians of the mo-
rals of others.

"Men of genius would find ample room for their active
minds to expatiate in tracing‘and aiding ‘the develope-
ment of the human understanding. Nor will any man of
sense object to the avocation, who will take the trouble
to recollect that some illustrious writers have presided
over youth as masters and assistants in academies.—
‘Milton, Johnson, and Goldsmith, « poured the fresh
instruction o'er the mind;” nor can we ratienally con-
sider that employment as a degradation of talents, which
-conitfibutes so essentially to the diffusion of knowledge.

When the pupil has been initiated'in the -elements of
useful science, and while fhe susceptible heart throbs
with generous feelings, the beauty of morality should be
exhibited in the most engaging garb. The simple and
sublime precepts.of Christ will awaken that benevolence
which.is the source of human -felicity on earth.. The
tutor will have an opportunity to contrast the fanciful
doctrines of the heathen with the elevated and godlike
dignity of Christianity, and the unerring precept,  what-
soever ye would that all men should do unto you, do ye
even so unto them,” will, by making an early and per-
manent impression, guide the happy being .in the path

-.of justice.
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Elegant literature, such as pbetry, history, biography,
und natural philosophy, may be studied with success.—
With a mind thus imbued with divine and buman know- *
iedge, the youth when he steps into the world will feel
and act up to the dignity of a rational being. He will
be a column at once to adorn and strengthen the fabric
of society ; he will perceive his dignified situation in the
order of created beings, and rejoice in the honourable
privileges of a man and a Christian.

This sketch is submitted to the consideration of the
middle and lower classes of the community, whose very
imperfect mode of education requires improvement,
especially as many of the s¢hool-masters are incompetent
to a trust on which so much of the happiness of the pre-
. sent and future generations depends! Happy, thrice
happy, would London soon be, if those miserable chil-
dren who are now taught the arts of deceit and thievery,
were taught to read and write, and bad their minds early
fortified with pious precepts, to enable them' to resist
the influence of evil communications.

The human soul comes pure and innocent from the
hand of its holy Creator; by its union with the body it
acquires propensities which, under proper regulations,

G



_ are productive of good ; while its exquisite susceptibility
renders ‘it liable to receive continual impressions from
surrounding objects. Hence the vast importanee of our
infantine years, and the necessity of the-early and gra-
deal inculeation.of the moret duties. ’

" “Parents, look around! behold the little bloeming
creatures whom Providence has committed to your
- charge. Ah, cultivate their hearts, rectify their judg-
ments, and their grateful reverence will reward yeur
love! De not imagine that your duty to.your offspring
_is confired to supplying them with mere necessaries.
That is, indeed, indispensable ; ‘but their minds require
~a much more important kind of nutrimeat. *Instil piety
‘to-God, and Jove to mankind, as the two great prio-
ciples of human felicity. Teach them to regard the
.whole creation as the production of one great and good
- Being, whose wisdom is unbounded. As their faculties
.expand, let them be initiated in the principles of useful
science, and tanght some art conducive to the common
. good. Then shall your daughters be celebrated for
their modesty and virtue, and your sons become honest,
industrious, and intelligent men, the glory of their
parents, and an honeur to their country.




CLERGY.

T venerate the man whose heart is warm,

‘Whose hands are pure, whose doctrine and whose life,
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof ]
That he is honest in the sacred cause. CowrER.

Long have the various opinions respecting religion,
und the sanguninary persecutions of men who called
themselves Christians, employed the sarcastic wit of the
unbeliever. "The luxury, pride, and negligence, of
many of our modern clergy, has induced malignant in-
fidels to point their ridicule against the whole clerical
body; and though it must be confessed that the dissipa-
tion of some pastors is a degradation of the robe they
wear, yet we can boast of many clergymen of the dif-

ferent, sects of Christians who are ornaments of human
nature.

Several of our benefice clergymen, indeed, by em-
ploying curates at a low salary, seem to think that their
proxies are like the military, better disciplined, and
more attentive to their duty, in proportion to the small-
ness of their pay. Hence the curate is so far from
being prepared for his sabbatical dvocation, that he is
often engaged during the week in some worldly pursuit,
for the subsistence of his family; and instead of the
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zeal he should feel for the happiness of his flock, he too
often attends on Sunday merely as an hireling, and with
a mind pre-occupied with business. )

But if the Reverend Doctor himself condescends to
preach, his parishioners must doubtless be much edified.
And so they would, did he not substitute affectation for
simplicity, and a few sweet-sounding aphorisms, equally
refined and unintelligible, instead of the perspicacious
and affecting doctrine of Christ.

Such pastors are well pourtra)ed by the satirist in the
following lines: :

‘¢ The things that mount the rostrum with a skip,
And then skip down again; pronounce a text;
Cry—~hem; and, reading what they never wrote,
Just fifteen minutes, huddle up their work;

And with a well-bred whisper close the scene!”

Yet. even these fashionable and flimsey orators are
pardonable, compared with the avaricious pluralist, who
combines the deceit of the hypocrite with the covetous-
ness of the miser, while his meanness reflects an odium
on our holy religion.

Some clergymen go still farther, and convert the
sacred avocation into a sinecure. A recent instance,
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hewever, has occurred, in which this shameful omission
has been punished : we are informed by the public pa-
pers, that at the last Summer Assizes, held at Durham,
the Rev. Mr. W——, vicar of that city, was fined ten
pounds a month for non-residence during the nine pre-
ceding months; though he was proved to be actually
building a house for the purpose of residence.

Notwithstanding these negligences, the Christian
-church in this country can boast of many faithful cham-
pions. Men whose piety is embellished by genius, and
_ sanctioned by truth. Such is the elegant author of
. “ An Apology for the Bible;” such the bishop of this
metropolis, who unites the imagination of the poet, with
the understanding of the philosopher; and such the in-
comparable Paley, whose elegance as a writer, and
purity as a moralist, are equally worthy of eulogium.
"There never was an era, since the establishment of Chris-
‘tianity, when its enemies appeared so numerous, or so
audacious; and when peace, that precious gift of Heaven
-shall be restored to Europe, it will require the combined
exertions of our divines and moralists to counteract the
influence of French philosophy.

Think then, ve ‘ministers of the gospel, on the im-
portance of your sacred trust; beware, lest you im-



102

mingle the leaven of human prejudice with the bread of
life. Instead of holding up the particular tenets of any
sect of Christians as exclusively excellent, imitate the
Saviour of mén, who commanded his disciples to love
one another.

View yourselves in the true light, merely as agents of
your divine master, authorised by his word to distribute
the fruit of the tree of life to his household, and pre-
pared by a life of sanctity to preach his gospel, which is
able to make.us wise unto salvation.  Under this im-
pression of sanctified humility, and Christian charity,
the blessing of JEHOVAH will accompany yeour pious
labours in the cause of truth; and the animative inspira-
tion of his spirit will renovate the love of religion, in the
hearts of many who are misled by the iltusions of infi-
delity, and the sophisms of atheism,

LAWYERS.

‘We must not make a scarecrow of the law,
.. Setting it up to fear the birds of prey,
And Iet it Keep one shape, till custom make it
" Their perch, and not their terror.
SHAKSPEARE.

Among the various sciences, jurisprudence is entitled
to a conspicaous place. The complexity and fitness - of
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the law to almost every case deserves the reverence of
the public. By its sublety, right and wrong can be se-
parated out of the chaos in which they are involved be-
neath the wig of a serjeant, or in the still more intricate
labyrinth of an attorney’s brain; nay, by the power of
eloquence, equity can be metamorphosed into injustice.

High-spirited people, instead of appealing to honest
neighbours as arbitrators of a dispute, wisely seek re-.
dress from the civil law, which very civilly disburthens
them of their superfluous cash, leaving them to enjoy
the pleasing reflection, that they have effected the rum
of one another. The litigious disposition has been stig-
matised by the name of obstinacy ; but, if traced to its
origin, it will be found to spring from benevolence! Lat
us only consider what a multituade of serjeants, coun-
sellors, attornies, and their coadjutors the catch-poles,
would be destitute of employment did not their good-

natured countrymen contribute to their support by law-
suits.

Pope says, « All discord’s harmony;” and doubtless
the apparent discord in our courts of justice is conducive
to the social harmony and happiness of numbers, whese
time is occupied by the litigations of others. Indeed
the patriotic exertions of our lawyers are wonderful.
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With what zeal do they espouse the causé of the client;

. not for the trifling customary fee, but a godlike love of

jnstice! Our Court of Equity may be truly denomi-
nated the temple of Astrea, where the lawyers, like
sacred priests, attend in solemn robes to dispense her
blessings to the community. A foreigner, unacquainted
with our laws, would feel the greatest veneration for
those excellent men whose depottment accords so well
with their innate integrity; but how great would be his
astonishment, when informed, that the respectable body
was wholly supported by the folly and vices of their
countrymen; and that the pride and phrensy which sti-
mulates to litigation, enriched thousapds of virtuous
men, who were edueated purposely to assist in the ad-
ministration of justice.”

But as the most sacred institutions are not exempted
from cénsure, it has been asserted that bribery misleads
even some of these advocates of equity. History iudeed
affords a memorable instance of the fallibility of a great
fawyer. Lord Bacon pleaded against the unfortunate
Earl of Essex,"who had formerly been-his patron ; and

* The number of the Counts of Justice in the metropolis
amouots to 61; the Prisons 14; besides fpur Houses of Cor-
rection, and the. number of persons employed in the different
departinents of the law are.estimated at 7040,
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he was afterwards degraded from his exalted situation in
consequence of bribery and corruption.

Some attornies act in the double capacity of lawyers
and baukers. These ingenious gentlemen, reflecting
that a man who is mad enough to go to law is incapable
of managing his own affairs, on the successful issue of a
suit, prudently lock up the money for the client’s future
purposes.

*This excellent device is sometimes aided by coincident
circumstances. A person employed his attorney to re-
cover a debt, which the latter eflected, and appropriated
the money to his own use, amusing his client from time
to time with promises that the affair should be brought
to a favourable termination. Meanwhile the person
died who had paid the debt, and the attorney now
looked upon the cash as his own in reality! The papers
of the deceased indeed discovered.the fraud, but, in
vain, for who would enter a suit against an attorney ?

"This solitary instance of ingenuity, however, is inap-
plicable to that respectable class at large ;—for- is not
the integrity of an attomey proverbial ?

Superstition in religion has given place to that worst
of mental diseases, infidelity; but the superstitions of
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" quackery in both, that so often deprive men of their
lives and fortunes—when will these gigantic evils be re-
moved from society? When mankind prefer temper-
ance to excess, and exercise to indolence, health will be
promoted. And when the natural beneficence of the
human heart is directed by prudence, men will not in-
velve themselves and families in want and ruin by law-
suits.

PHYSICIANS.

The first physicians by debauck were made,
Excess began, and sloth- sustains the trade.

By toil our long-liv’d fathers earn’d their food—
Toil strung their nerves and purified their blood.
The wise for cure on exercise depend:

Gop never made his works for man to mend.

Daypex.

Health and length of days are such inestimable bles-
sings, that whoever can contribute to their enjoyments
will be considered as a public benefactor. Hence, phy-
sicians haye, inall ages, been treated with respect and
confidence. Many of the medical men, whose skill and
experience contribute to the happiness of their fellow-
citicens by the removal of disease, have also- enriched
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the world of literature, not only with practical trem -
tises on the healing art, but with useful productions.
in other departments of science.

A very ingenious and indefatigable philosopher, in
what he calls his * Medical prewmatic Fnstitution,”
informs us, that he has made a discovery which bids
fair to ensure the duration, if not thé perfectibility,.
of man. How ruch superior is this effort of Eng-
lish genius to any improvement hitherto made on the

" Continent! A modern French chemist, indeed, has.
found out a mode of preserving dead bodies; but
our more enlightened countryman can preserve bodies
alive. ‘

As‘Inere existence, however, would not confer hap-
piness, this sage has found, by blissful experience, that
his panacea chn, at once, revivify the frame, and fill -
the mind with the most delightful ideas, © Lest the
reader should feel an unpleasing impatience to learn the
name of this wonderful restorative, be it known to all
whom it may concern, that this universal medicine is air!
—yes, my good-natured friends, itis air :—but not that
common effluvia of butchers” stalls or cheesemongers’
shops which you have been so long necessitated to inhale
in your excursions through this capital ;—it is air in its
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most unadulterate and spirituous state, purified by
_ chemistry from every particle of corruption !

This invaluable oxygen gas, or rather quintcssenc;, of
air, -will, when it comes into general use, promote tem-
perance, sobriety, and industry, in our populous towns,
especially the metropolig; and the time now occupied in
short excursions to the country, for the benefit of pure

"air, may be employed to more advantage at home, as
the yaletudinarian may soon recover his health by tke
daily inspiration of a small quantity of this aérial cordial.

This excellent medicine will be more efficacions than
all the other famous remedies of the age. The botani-
cal syrup; the balm of gilead ; the lozenges of steel ;
_ with the rest of the miraculous nostrums of the day, will
sopn fall into disrepute when put in competition with
refined ether. We must regret, indeed, that this inva-
luable remedy bids fair to ruin all those benign quacks
who have so long devoted their researches to the good of
the public. Poor men! what will become of them?—
It would be worthy of the national munificence to raise
a subscription for the purpose of building a receptacle
for those destitute beings, to be called the Asylum for
Unfortunate Quacks. ’
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Might not the general use of this joy-inspiring ether
render our expensive public amusements unnecessary ?
Its titilating effect far excels onr modern farces in raising
pleasurable 1deas. Risibility may now be studied as a
science ; and by the administration of different quanti-
ties of the doctor’s merry gas, every gradation of mirth
may be attained from the gentle titter of the coquet, to
the obstreperous roar of the country ’squire.

Perhaps the philosophic discoverer of this cordial may,
by farther experiments, obtain an etherial substance
sufficiently invigorating to support animal existence
without having recourse to the grosser elements for
subsistence. Then indeed, like the cameleon, we might
be said to live on air, nor would there be any danger of
riots on account of the high price of provisions.

Our epicures, however, might object to this light
food, and still prefer gross turtle, venison, or even roast
beef, to the doctor’s ambrosia. But when we reflect
how our gaiety is suspended during the process of con-
coction, we must rejoice that there is a sage in existence
able to provide aliment which, instead of promoting in-
dolence, stimulates to activity, and exhilarates to mirth.

~ The doctor says, that « unﬂera certain administra-
tion of this gas, sleep may possibly be dispensed with ;*
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%he intends to oppose it to the decays of nature, and he is
himself so much re-invigorated by this grand restorative,
" that * his moming alertness equals that of a healthy
boy” It mast be evident to every intelligent reader,
~that this sage far excels all other chemists; if Le has
-pot, like Prometheus, brought down celestial fire to

animate the human form, he may justly-claim the merit
- of a discovery which will effectnally prevent dissolution.
“We may now hope to enjoy the ferrestrial immortality
~hinted at by modern sages ; while old age and death are
. for ever banished from the haunts of man!

But, however delightful the prolongation of life may
 be to the community in general, thére are a few selfish
individuals. who will be little obliged to the doctor for
his discovery. Young heirs who-are impatiently waiting
- for the decease of their parents, and hen-pecked hus-
bands who wear the galling chains of matrimony, will,
- doubtless, execrate that philosophy which disappoints
their hopes of the removal of -those inimical to their
happiness. But such partial grievances are inconsidere-
ble, when compared with the universality of the benefit

« held out to mankiud.

- By inlraliug this ecstatic etber, the mest delicate bleom
-will adorn the cheeks of eur Indies, who now in vain
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lavish so much time and money in the purchase and
application of paints and lotions; at the same time that

its exhilarating influence will brace the nerves and cheer

the heast. .

After having expatiated on the benign effects of this
medicine, the reader might suppose that health was as
universal as air in this city ;—alas! it is not ;—many now
languish in lingering torture, from which death alone
can release them. Nevertheless, above three-fourths

-of the diseases of Londen are ideal, and numbers of .

Patients contribute to the support of the physician, and
pay _him liberally for regular attendance, at the same
time that they labour, not under bodily indisposition,

but the imaginary ailments of a mind diseased. Many .

an athletic hypochondriac, whose sanity would be re-
-stored in a few days by exerecise, now imagines himself
at the point of dissolution, though he will probably out-
live his physician. The revelry and exeess of those un-
‘happy beings has produced such a total relaxation of
‘body and imbecility of mind, that they ‘tremble at the
smomentary gloom occasioned by every passing cloud :
the sight of a hearse fills them with horror; and the
mournful knell thrills throygh every fibre with excruciat-
dng. torture. ’

.

-
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Were we to investigate the origin of those diseases
that really exist in the capital, they would be found to
proceed from gluttony, indolence, and sensuality ; con-
sequently, not only the preventive but the cure may be
found in an adherence to temperance, activity, and . mo-
deration.

QUACK DOCTORS.

Amongst the improvements in science of which this
age can boast, the art of healing has been brought to
 the greatest perfection: Cures little less than miraculous
are said.to be daily performed by the administration of
nostrums, such as De Velng's. Vegetable Syrap; the
Nervous Cordial, and the Balm of Gilead. It appears
that health and longevity may now be purchased for a
few shillings; and nothing but obstinate incredulity can
prevent the belief that some sage will suddenly arise, to
dispense immortality to the human species.

Indeed, Dr. Beddoes has made a gigantic stride to-
wards immortality.  His oxygen gas, iftaken in suffici-
ent quantity, will counteract the decays of nature; and
as,there is little doubt that a man will live as long as he

. can breathe this pure ether, the Doctor bids fair to re-
" store the longevity of the antideluvians. But even vifal
air itself is less powerful in its effects than galvanism,

.
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By the application of metallic subs(‘lncei zine, &c.
to the museular parts of cold-blooded animals, such as
frogs, and warm-blooded animals, such as geese, asses,
1en, women, and children, ‘the most wondérful distor-
tions are prodyced. Nay, we are told, that in an ex-
periment made on a malefactor who was executed at
Newgate, he immediately opened his mouth ;—doubtless,
another application would have made him speak, but
the operators, Aldini, Wilkinson, and Co, were so much
affsighted, that they threw down their ,instruments: and
took to their heels.

The galvanic Baltery is very different from that used
by the military. The latter destroys the living, but the
former, directed by an adept like Mr. Wilkinson, may
be brought toraise the dead.

. Having thus paid a tribute of approbation to those
disinterested and modest phdosophers who labour inces-.
santly for the public good, let us now turn our attention
to a still more extraordinary class of men, the modest
and just Doctors Brodum, Solomon, and Gardener.-
These extraordinary men, without either educatlon or
genius, have contrived to persuade the pubhc to pur-
chase their medicines; in consequence of which they are
H
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enablédito live in-a style of grendeur:: Ivitmet-wonder-
fiil, that while the industrious-tradesmrer stmpggios: haod
to obtain a:well-taned subsistence;: such:beings:as .Solos
mon should: be-sanctiened!by: a: patent:in: the-prestice: of
ofimpostured: Nuy, suchvis the pulilie; credulity, that
those personslio-exelaim:against the smallost riseiortire
price of nieeasearies; are: among’ the: fientn tor. give: their
money-for mixtures:of treacle, water, urine; sud wvarie-
ty ofnauseous -isgredients, under: the wellsounding
‘names:of Balin:qf:Gilead. Nervous Cordisl, andi. Vege-
table Syrup. Alas! how many sonorous names have
the poisoners of mankind bestowed upon Death!

" Wilkit be believed by-posterity, that at the commrence-
ment« of “the  nineteenthr century Quack Dbctors- were
enabled, by the credulity of- Ebglishmen, to- amas
wealth; ' nay, that any pretender to the art of healing
might for a few pounds purcRase the académic-degree of
M.'D. in a Scotch’ university, and afterwards- obtain a
patent to slay his thousands and tens of tHousands ac-
cording to law! " It may, indeed, be asserted in vindi-
“eation of patents, that since people will ventare to-swal-
low nostrums, the State ought to profit by their credo-
“lity and folly.
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" Bropumsén:Shnoweswith jiysie;
Like Ddthy dispaseh-the wreteli thas is sick s,
Parsue a sureand, thriving trade— .
Thongh pafients die, the Doctot’l paid!
Licens’d 10 kill, he gains a paface
For what adothier modnts a gallows !

Dr. BrodnmuaGenmhM» he attended Dn. Bossy
in quality of a footman, when that beneficent sage came
over to. enlighten the eyes of the English, and with him
made the tour of England. Having obtained the know-
ledge of several medical terms, by being present at the

. lectures of his eloquent. master, this enterprising liftle
Tacquey resolved to commence Doctor himself. We are
not certain whether the love of gaih, or a desire to allevi-
ate the sufferings of his fellow-creatures, first induced Dr.
Brodum to give up the science of shaving, dressing a wig,
and brushing # coat, for the more elegant art of prepar-
ing the Nervous Cordial and Botanical Syrup—two
meédicines which; from the Doctor’s' knowledge . of - the
Linnsanisystem of botany, weé may cotisider ‘as - grand
restoratives:of -nature. Perhaps his medieal skill’ was
‘commiunicated in.a vision by somme demon of the Ghérman
-Tfuminati. Buat it is not imprebable; that the secret of

‘preparing: the above-mentioned medicines’ is’ hereditary

* in*his family, as'the Doctor himself seemis to- insinuate,

wheit-he tells us in his « Guide to Old' Age,” that « there
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is no other person of'the name:of Brodum in England.”
Many:are the different media ‘by which wisdom can
.be imparted to others. Count Cagliostro may have
bequeathed to the Doctorthe secret of manufacturing
his Baum de Vie; or, perhaps, the famous Count de St.
Germaine communicated his recipe for the preparation
of his Tea for prolonging Life.

The talisman, however, which metamorp'bosed a
dacquey into a physician, was the diploma which the
benevolent and disinterested professors in the Marischal
College of Aberdeen sent to this enterprising foreiguer.
But whether that learned body accepfed a pecuniary
compensafion of one pound thirteen shillings and three
pence three Yarthings sterling, as Dr. Panglos says they
did from him, or whether the little German was liberal
.enongh to send them. ala[ger sum, is only known to the
_parties concerned.

:Saan after the commencement af -his medlcal career,
the Dogtor found a powerful auxiliary.ia the person of .
the late Quadk.Doctor Freeman’s widow. His union to
this sopient female contributed much to his physical’
knowledge;.and if she prove a fruitful vine, their illustri-
ous progeny, hy a.timely initiation into the principles of
medical imposture, may be able to supply all -the dipes
and fools in Eurape with remedies for every disease.
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Havipg travelled through different parts: of. England,
-like-a public benefactor; generously dispensing medicines
-for a-small compensation, . the. Doctor at length resolved
-to-become a resident in the metrapolia.

That merit such-as his should:go unrewarded, would
-be an extraordinary.instance of degeneracy in the -Eng-
-lish nation. A man whe raised himself from the humble
‘situation of 2 menial servant to the honourable avocation
-of working miracles, and who, without either- genios or

education,: bas been the author of.a work which (he
says) has already passed through upwards of fifty-edi-
tions, mixist be.a most wonderful. bemg!

A person wnth such mnhlfarmns endowments ‘must be
fally. adequate to the impertant task of producing a
treatise fraught with instruction, andrcaleulated to guide - -

‘the aspiring-youth of Old England to the desiruble at- .

“taitment of a premature old age ;:a'consummation which
- they appear to be ambitions of arriving at with all possi-

ble celerity, if we may Judge from the dissoluteness of .
- their:lives, St

The: compﬂer of 'Lc'tcrmy Mimoirs of Living
- Authors, speaking of Dr. Brodum, calls .him “'one of
* ' ‘those empirics- is physic and newspaper puffers; whose
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mackinstivnsavecgtiphs:to the ccurrent -of-hife? sHow
dlliberal} -: Gangunan> who.:devetes: his- dtudies - tothe
bmeﬁtxdghomudwmanm asmn-
sure? Nay, was it agvitvidious i she oritic to vrmitithe
name of Dr. Solomon, whose pamphlet was equally enti-
ftlod to his ebservation ? ' Br. Beoduniin: thisant. every
-sther iustanice-of iwvistious: animadversien “an'his pablic
sitwices, nray. -odnbade: himzelf: with :she reflectien, - that
gpxeat men e cever sbean sabjext ¢ to- the:: conpmivoried
" whaftxef calumny, und rthat -cenvare is:a tax-:wdeish a
aupnimust !iy»to thd pulslio for Sting-eminent.

When we reflest, sliowaver, con thematidnkl benefit of
universal health bestowed by those retailers of sanity, or
whirgole-maugrys,  we miist Yejoicerin:the ‘iden-that agri-
-cullare, mariufadiures, awd overy. art and-soiesce, *may
wow- berpasued witbout the. -imextuption of* sickmess.
Rubdienpivitest mogn, dike ‘our . adventising - pheniciana,
diaee: 2 el on. the natioral gutitade, - and axe justly
Lntiglek vy civic honouxs, X -2 Roman who-saved sthe
Hifeofacitisenavasconsidened as 2 henefactortothesmite,
how much mere should such men as Dr. Bresm smd
Dr. Solomon, who have saved thousands, be rewarded
-apd: honeyred?, Woyldit et he ‘worthy of British gen-
tqrofity 10, gpenia-subecxiption fox: the prizpessof enktbing
-atatuesof-these gqadmomn. . Bhoatnigesimiphihe placed
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20 brimamesinto she front of Newgate;: ome on the ‘right
. wille, Wmzithe other én thelel, oftirat awfuil spot : ‘whence
wounany youtkful herees: ke their. flight' to. the world
. ankuewn, The: wittim -of: vice, 'whom the laws of bis
«oantyy dmd doomed 20 an.antimely grave, might then
poirttothe stutues, and moralive with his Jast.breath on
- thebeefichl effect of mostriems, while he acknowledged, .
that the promise of remouated hewith bad imduced him to
pontinue his ceteer of topravity, and to wander through
the haunts of impuavity aud disease, il excess, like a
flame to the oil, erhausted his constitution, and pernici-
-ous tmbits drove hiim to en open violatiou of the laws of
sthat society-which. had “.cest fim off like & dotested sin!”

Next to Brodum, the most.noted advertismg Quack
-of which England may justly boast,is the disinterested
-Doctor Solomon, of Liverpool, ‘who has been anthorised
by the generous Professors of the Marischal College of

Aberdeen to kill or cure secundum artem. .
-According tothe. most authentic documents it appears,
-that the sage Bolomon is 3 Jew, who .in lnsyoa‘hful days
earned an Romest Uisetikood by hawking black-ball - thro
-the streets.of Neweastle-on-Tyne. His advancementis
sremaskable ; for it appears, that he has since turned hjs
«attention: from blacking the boots of the: gemtlemen ta
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varnishing the fuces of the ladies.  His Abstergent Lo~
tion will doubtless cleanse the skin of any fair-one who
has the folly to apply it to her epidermis. Poor Sele-
‘mon has passed through almost as many changes as a
sbutterfly. He endeavoured to establish a newspaper in
. Liverpool, but the good sense of the people prevailed,
- the aspiring Jew was obliged to seek a mere friendly
-soil; and he actually had the komesty and modesty to
propese to sell his unestablished newspaper to a yousg
“bookseller in Castle-strees, Liverpool L

Dr. Solomon does not tell us by what means the won-
derful secret of mingling gold with the balm of Mecca
was first communicated to him. Perhaps the inspiring
dove of Mahomet flew from Meeca .to the Docter with
the healing balm on its wings, and incited him to impose
upon the vile Christians of England;; thus by a combi-
nation of Jewisk and Mahometan wudou, enabling the

sage to work miracles..

Cavillers may say, that-the Doctor’s pretensions to a
‘new diseovery in medicine is only a revival of the chéme-
‘rical - experiments of. former deluded alchymists; but,
from his generak professions of benevolence, it must be
-evident, that he not only means well, but .is convinced
* of the efficacy of his Anti-¥mpetigines. . This hard word
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reniinds us of the observations of: & Spanish satyrist' on-
Quack medicines:—* To hear- Quacks call over their
simples,” says he, “-would make you swear they were:
raising so many devils;—such-as Gpopanex, Buphtalmas,
Alectorolophos, Ophioseroden, and w greatmany more:
-And by all this formidable bombast is ineant nothing in
the world but a few simple roets, such as carrots, turnips,
radishes, and the like. But they keep the. old proverb
-in remembrance—He tAat knows thee will mever buy
thee: and, therefore, every thing must be made a mystery
to hold the public in ignoxance.”

It has been mentioned inthe former part-of this work, .
.that.the Doctor has adorued his elegant Treatise with his
portrait. Besides this embellishment, he .has favoured.
the public with an engraving of his mansion in Liverpool.
Hence the happy few who bave been so fortunate as to
.outlive the effects of his Cordeal Balm and Anti-Impeti-
gines, may view the residence of their benefactor. A
scale is annexed, by which it appears, that the body of
.this censecrated temement is-seventy feet long ; and un-
:doubtedly, were the philanthropic proprietor exalted
.according to his merit, be would be placed by. public
Justice in a situation as eminent and conspicuous as that:
which conferred immortality.on HAMAN!

-



“Stuneiyearemgo,’ Dr’: Selomommade trip=to:Eaublin,
suppoting that a:people who bid'"been so long :in the
Heabit ‘of swallewing liquihpoisen, under ‘the hmyneof
Wehitkey, : would: easily be. persumded to: purchuse -bis
postrum. . O his artival.iin theIsish capital,” he called
apona vender of patent wedicines,..and eafjuired: twhe-
thwr he sold the excellent panacea of the:celebrated and
fas-renowned: Dr. -Solemon, of Liverpéol. Thevsan
yeplisd.in thenegative ;—* O, sir,"said the quirck, -« Dr.
Solenon is.one of the most ekilful physicians in' Burope,
his Cordial Balm of Gilead is-an' waiversal resterative.”
« I now recollect,” said the shopkeeper, “that a friend
«of mine who resides in ‘this neighbeurbood, \is. very Toud
4 his praise-of that:medicine ; if' you please, sir,* I. will
wend for him.”

The:‘Docsor vbowed assent; “the ;person came,::and

* -after the:intreductory ‘compliments; the:selficomceised
agotistexclaimed, “I.undetstand, sir, that yoa approve
:of ‘Pr.Solomon’s Cordial Balm. -of Gilead.” ~“ X do in-

~deed,”-Teplind the. sther, ‘1 Lavereceived very great |

thenedit from ‘it; and ‘shall ever comsider:it :as-one:of the
mmest-excellent modicives  in. the world. A few- wweeks
sincea richold.aunt. of mine thought:proper 1o punchase
‘a bettle of Dr.Solomon’s Cordiak:Balm . of ‘Gilead, or
. Anti-Impetigines, I don’t exactly know which; the con-

-



wequence’ was, that~before she aded lmif the contents of
~ﬁc»btﬂe,:dm«?d'nd,"hﬂil§vlwﬁl' 10'‘her setate
vRor my pert 1 shall-evesrapprove of that extelient: medi-
«cine to which 1.amvindebted formwy fostune.”

The disconetrted Qunek-snesked. away, leavieg the
~Hibemians to» knjoy ‘the -laugh ‘at bis expence, and:he
‘wéturned torOld Bngland, :she trueweil for'the suctessful

practice of quackery.

»Ome benefit-wild in #ime be derived:by the community
-from quack medioines. ~The people by repeated experi-
“zwents of the inefficaey of Brodum’s, Selomion’s, ‘Swajn-
190W’s, aud- Qatdner’s nosteuns, 'will- at leugth find them
-epetate as a'oure fov ercahality.

Aitlrrogarduto: the’ vespective merit of the Gierman
sgnt. Boglish Qudcks, it-would be diffiesit to determine
~which is best entithert to our:approbation. :-Solomon
thelng a' Jew of cur ewn-growih; prubably eonsidersBre-
sdtm asan iuterdoper. We 40 ot hiear that-either of

these practitionersare spopular:eqaong sheir sbrethren.
The children of 4braham are too cunning to give their
monish-for either'thé Nervous Cotdial'or even the Balm
of Gilead itself! Indeed, the igcredulity of the Irraelites

dis proveshinl. D Selowen. is deubticss:skilled-inthe
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“virtues of every simple. “from the: cedar that-grows in
-Lébanon to the hyssop that grows on the wall;” and he
-even seems to excel the Germar empire by experiments
upon those ¢ssenine bipeds who swaliow his-cordial. Fair
dames, who are desirous. to imbibe instruction at the
fountain-head, have now-a fine opportunity to -gratify
their curiosity; and we may expect to hear some- degi-
_reps visiting the wise: man of Liverpeol, as.the Queen
of Sheba did his namesake at Jerusalem.. -

Dr. Senate, like a benevelent: philesopher, has en-
deavoured to remedy the waste occasioned by the sword,
by Lozenges of Steel, which will render even sterility
_itself prolific. It is-remarkable that the Quack should
thiuk it necessary, in a public advertisement, to ¢ de-
clare solemnly, that no person living, except himself
and another person, evet saw eor. has.any. knowledge of
the preparation with-which Les Pastilles Martialles de
Montpellier, or Aromatic. Lozenges of Steel, are- pre-
pared.” Steel has ever been either an excellent friend or
- formidable enemy to the human race, according to-the
use to which it is applied. The Poet says,

‘“ What time weuld spare, . from steel receives its date,
And monuments, like man, submit to fage ;

Steel could the 1abours of the Gods destroy,
And:strike to dust the' imperiat tow'rs of Troy ;.
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“Steel could the works of mortal pride confound,
And hew triumphal arches to the ground:
‘W hat wonder tben, fair dame, thy health should feel
The conqu’ring force of anresisted steel!

'Indged there ‘is the greafest probability that such ladxa
as are rash enough to swallow the metallic tonic of Dr.
S..will have but too much reason to agree with the poet.

‘Few - persons will bave the hardihood Yo deny the
-power.of steel. As a political medicine it has been
pretty-liberally dispensed on the Continent, to ‘the de-
-struction of myriads of the human species ; but how
pills of the same metal can*be conducive to popujation
.is extremely paradoxical indeed.

THE QUACK.—AN EPIGRAM.

Ne'er doubt my pretentions, T am a physician,
See, here’s my diploma, and in good condition;
From Aberdeen sent by the ceach, on my honour,
I paid English gold to the gererous donor.

If that won’t suffice, here’s my prostitute patent,
‘To cure all diseases, apparent or latent.

Perhaps you suspected, 1 was but a poacher
“On the right of physicians, a frontless encroacher;
.Bat my qualificatién’s like theirs, without flaw,
And I kil my game fairly aceording-to law !
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COSMENES!

Roses:for the cheeks.-
And lilies for the brows of faded age 3

. Teeth for the toothless, ringlets for the bald; . -
Heav’n, earth, and ocean; plunder’d of their sweets:
Nectarevus esseticés, Olytpiad dews !

€ovene..

, “Next:to. tbe.. quask .dectom,..may .be -classed- those
. beantifiers of the humen countenance—tis - indenlors of
cosmotics,: Aided-by the mireculous power. of: letions
and tinctures,. new beauties reanimate:the-fice, and. we
bebeld. the. raseate: blaouy of yeuth smile lik¢ morming
light on the varnished visage of age.. -

While a superabundance of paints. apd lotions reno-
vate beauty, the fair artist daily improves in taste ; she
guides the pencil with such skill over every line of her
face, and imitates nature with sueh elegance; that we
may sqearbe. able to boast of female- portrait-painters
who will excel:cven Sir:Joshue: Reynolds-himeelf! One
great advantage infavour of femiale genius; in this m-
stance, is the supetior texture of the skin to canvas, or
any other artificial ground. It is to be regretted, how-
ever, that too many of our female-artists grow negligent
after marriage, and, reflecting. that the 'ponrait is sold,
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take Fttle pains torimprove-its titep nay; it is seerted,
that they oftemrbecerae: hidedudy- deffovmed /it . fow
years.. This-is certainly-a-gieat impotfestian, . Sou  the
weorks of i oot erainent il wotiste htve: generally
become mesu-bhnhey« ofithe-connbisvourin .
propertion to-their age.

Howam we to solve this. prebilem$ Is-it - becaase
Nuture slways counterastusiny violaiaw:of her . precepts,
that the fair sex, who. assame avtifieinl: besutien, thus-fall
a sacrifice to their own improdence}—the moralist
would add—their IXPIRTY.

One of our ethical ‘writers says; that' there: are’* no
better cosweties than a severe temperdnce: and- purity,
modesty and' humility, a gracious temper and caltess
of spirit; no true beauty without the signatures of tiese
graces in the very conntenance.” Such puritatiical pre-
cepts miight have been esteemed in' the:days of yore; but
what weman. of spirit would now submit to such philoso-
phic selfdenial? Severe temperance, modesty,
humility, indeed! No, no, our modish fair ones are

too kmowing, to venerate the ahvuh restrictions of
morality:—

“ITourly they give,. and.spend, and: waste, and wear,
¢ And think mo:pleasure can-be-bought teo dear!” .
. . ot
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. ‘Ini this enlightened age, ‘ the visage that time hiad tinc:
‘tored-with. 2 philomot hue how assumes the mellow
blush-of Hebe herself. Circassia sends her bloom -te
‘animate the face of English beauty: -exotic blushes ‘are
" tmported as superior to those suffusions formerly -cele-
. brated by our poets; and art, wonder-wotking ‘art, is
" the"creator of fashionable beanty. Hoary lo¢ks and
wrinkles sre banished from this hippy metropolisz and
washes which render the ladies **.ever fair and ever
7young,” may be obtained for gold. )

Those irresistible arms of . the ladies- of London are

- chiefly compouuded of ingenious chymical preparations.
Mercury,. that conqueror of the sens -of pleasure, and

lead, that destroyer of heroes, . form the principal ingre-

-dients with which the fairsex so plentifully lacker their
.epidermis!* Ah! spare our beaux, ye fascinating ma-
.trons and ever-blooming.virgins, nor thus incase your-
-selves in a coat of mail that at once allures and destroys!

"'The cutiosity of our mother Eve first introduaced
‘knowledge to the human race, and it may rationally be
supposed that ‘the first wonran has been excelled by her

* As bard words are often unintelligible to the innecen:
.part of the fair sex, it may be proper to inform them, that
the epidermis is the-outermost skin of the buman body. As
-for the FEMALE PHILOSOPHERS, they knew every thing!! ¢
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deughters in ‘useful and excellent discoveries. Indecd,

from what we can learn, Eve had but a very imperfect

idea of dress; nor did she require the aid of cosmetics,

for her face and form were already superlatively charm-

- ing. At length time deprived our lovely mother of her
graces, and death triumphed over the fairest part of the
visible creation. Our modern belles, on the contrary,
have invented tints that set the assaults of time at de-
fiance : their happy skill can adorn the palest cheek with -
a permanent vermeil hue, and prevent the decays of old
age from becoming visible; nay, it is not improbable
that their wonderful inventive powers will eventually

" overcome the ghastly horrors of death, and shine with
undiminished chafms even in the shroud.

The supenonty of artificial to natural beautv will
appear in all its dignity, if we contrast the permanent
bloom of the former with the unfashionable flushings of
the latter. A truly modest woman, whose delicate or-
ganization delineates every strong emotion in her ex-
pressive face, must appear a singular being in the eyes of

.those modish females, whose faces wear one unchange-
able smile. The aspect of the modest woman is like
the aurora borealis, .while her blushes alternately flash
and fade; but the countenance of the accomplished
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lady, decorated with cosMETICS, resembles the sum,
and shines with unfading glory.

CARICATURE AND PRINTSHOPS.

The caricature and printshops, which are so gratifying
to the fancy of the idle and licentious, must necessarily
have a powerful influence on the morals and industry of
the people. Caricaturists are certainly entitled to the
reward which a well-regulated police will ever bestow on
the promoters of immorality and profaneness. Their
indefatigable study to ridicule oddities of character
might be overlooked, and in a few instances their exhi-
bition of vice to derision may be useful, but the general
effect of their productions is the proper standard by
which we can duly estimate “their merit or demerit.—
When brought to the tribunal of reason, it will be found
that the greater part of sach caricatures, prints, and
paintings, as appear in the windows of our printsellers,
are injurious to virtue,

- This humeurous mode of satirising folly is very pre-
Judicial to the multitade in many respects:—in the loss
of time to those who stop to contemplate the different
figures; the opportunities given to pickpockets to exer-
vise their art; and that incitement to licentiousness oc-
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casioned by the sight of velaptucus peintings. The inde-
cent attitudes, obscene labels, and similar decorations,
must have a powerful effect on the feelings of susceptible
youth; and.itis sa anthemticated fact, that girls often
go in parties to visit the windows of printshops, that
they may smuse themselves with the view of naked
figures in. the most indecent postures.
Before these windows, the apprentice loiters unmind-
-ful of his master’s business; and thither the prostitutes
hasten, and with fascinating glances endeavour to allure
the giddy and the vain who stop to gaze on the sleeping
Venus, the British Venus, and a vanety of seductive re-
presentations of feminine beauty.

Are these witty but prophane and indecent labels, and
‘this display of nudities, productive of any good 1—do
they not rather tend to the depravation of mind, and
contribate to relax the moral ties of society? If such be
their tendency, the magistracy would deserve the grati-
tude, not only of the present generation, but of millions
yet unborn, by the suppression of those libidinous paint-.
ings and engravings, which, through the medium of the
eye, empoison the purity of the buman heart, and mis-
lead the laughing victim into the paths of folly and vice.
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MODERN PHILOSOPHERS.

We nobly take the high prieri road, ~
And reason downward till we doubt of Gop:
Make Nature still encroach upon his plan,
And shove him off as far as e’er. we can:
Thrust some mechanic cause juto his place ; =
Or bind in matter, or diffuse in space. .
Pore.

This enlightened and mquisitive age will be “distio-
guished in history as remarkable for refined and ingeni-
vus_speculations.—Among our eontemporary authors,
tliose theorists who have modestly assumed the name of
philosophers have excited the most general attention.

These sages may be divided into two classes: the first
<onsisting of metaphysicians, and. ethical writers; and
the second coniprising those more dangerous innovators
who introduce sophistry in the garb of elegant literature,
snd promulge their opinions through the medium of
romances, and the drama. Grave sages, having culled
the best moral precepts fiom the works of the ancients,
propose to improve mankind by a better system. than
any hitherto devised. Their doctrine inculcates the idea
of the perfectibility of. the human mind in this life ; and
* - they profess to reform the abuses which have crept into
@l buman jostitutions, The Utopian speculations of
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these sages, however, have not even the merit of origi-
nality ; and, happily for mankind, their theories are con-
ceived so much under the influence of dulness as to be
‘unintelligible. '

Inflated with arrogance, they ascribe tbe slow pro-
gress of their doctrie to the obstinate and indocile iguo-
rance of mankind, whose prejudices, like clouds, obscure
the light of the new philosophy. Foreseeing the opposi-
tion which their abstruse theories must encounter, they
have defended themselves by the very pertinent remark;
that metaphysics are above the capacity of the common
reader. For whom then are such books published ?-—
certainly not for the exclusive information of philosoph-
ers, but the general instruction of mankind: for, as a°
modern writer observes, ** Mefaphysics is in trnth
nothing more than the employment of good sense, in
‘observing our own thoughts, feelings, and actions; and -
when the facts which are thus observed are expressed, as
they ought to be, in plain language, it is perhaps; above
all other sciences, most on a level with the capacity and
information of the generality of thinking men. When it
is thus expressed, it requires ne previous' qualification,
but a sound judgment, perfectly to comprehend it; and
those who wrap it up in a technical and mysterious jar-
gon, always give us strong reason to suspect that they
are not philosophers, but impostors,”
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Were we to enquire why so many new systems of me-.
taphysics and ethics are prommigated: among mankind,
we should find that they originate in the pride of aspir-
ing individuals. Learned pride in the philosopher and
the flattered vanity of his votaries, are the origin of all
those abstruse systems of human knowledge that now
wilitate against revelation, and the happiness of man-
kind ; but the voluminous productions of French and
German and English freethinkers and atheists will, when
brought to the test of truth, be found to consist of a few
impious ideas, expanded into long dissertations, These
gérial castles, like immense columns of clouds, will, when
" exposed to the pervading rays of common sense, eva-
parate into thin air.

Without a God, the universe would be as dreary as
gur system without a sun. The comfortable idea of his
presiding Providence enables the believer to _struggle
with adversity, and to hope amid the most dlsco!xragmg
ciocumstanees.. On the other hand, the atheist, who
as evacted for himself a faneiful edifice of human-per-
fectiony. and who, trusting, to bLis own sagacity and ex-
jestions, finds. to his inexpressible woe that his proud
notions wege anfowrded, either sinks iuto the torpor of
“ymbecility, or rises to the phrensy of. despair, and often
flies to self-murder as a refuge from reflection !

L4
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What says the Christian?—

~~——— There live_s and works
A soul in all things, and that soul is Gop.

What says the atheist?  Nature produced all things.”
Atheists! look around, behold the wonders of creative
wisdom in the heavens and the earth; contemplate the
structure of the human frame— the faculties of the
mind; and exclaim with David, “ Fearfully and won-
derfully am I made!” Ah! do not impiously emplay
your endowments in opposition to the revealed will of
- the beneficent Giver of life and reason! Act not so un-
gratefully; but, with melting hearts, fall prostrate end
repeuting before your omnipresent Creator.

.Those atheistical metaphysicians, however, are not
so dangerous as might at first be apprehended. Their
researches in the labyrinth of ratiocination has imper-
ceptibly carried them so far into the bottomless abyss of
delusion, that they are alike unintelligible to themselves
and others. Their lamp of reason emits a brilliant light
at the outset; but as they proceed, it gradually becomes
dim, aud eventually expires, leavmg them overwhelmed
in eternal darkness. :
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A more formidable and ingenious sect of speculatists
bas emerged iuto public observation. These sages adapt
their systems to the natural propensities of the human
heart. By rejecting and deriding the moral precepts,
which enjoin self-denial, and by artfully cherishing the
passions, they enchant their votanes, who extol them
as delm-gods :

Our modish sages, with an ingenuity and effrontery
unknown to the ancients, have combined the pride of
the stoic with the voluptuousness of the epicurean ; and
at once gratify their proselytes with the idea that they
are pursuing the dictates of virtue, while yielding to the
impulse of every desire. Hence their popularity, and

the pernicious effects of their sophistry on the morals of .

the community.

Thus vice has not only- assumed the garb, but -even

" the sentiments of virtue! Under the plausible name of )

refinement, the most abominable sensuality allures the
unsuspecting mind, both in the closet and the theatre—
‘in the dramas, novels, and philosophical publications of
the day. Did our fashionable infidels allow themselves

to exercise their own reason, they wonld discover, that -

instead of thinking independently, they are the most
superstitious of mortals! Misled by the eloquent so-
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‘phistry of a few proud modem ilfuminati, they are
neither free in thought nor action, but led captive by
their tyrannic appetites. .

The new philosophy is little more than a revival of
the obsolete opinions of Bolingbroke, Tindal, and other
free-thinkers, who initiated Voltaire in the first princi-
ples of infidelity. By the activity and perseverance of

-Voltaire, d’Alembert, and Diderot, scepticism was pro-
mulgated over the continent with astonishing rapidity.—
‘Those great men, glorying in their enterprise, employed
all their powers to subvert Christianity, and the French
Encyclopédie proved a most powerful engine of infi-
deliq. <. . : . .

Affecting a most philosophic benignity, those cunning
sophisters rang all the changes on toleration and reason.
The contagion of irreligion and immorality was commu-
nicated to the public mind under the insinuating forms
of history, natural philosophy, poetry, and romances;
and Voltaire was particularly successful in the adminis-
tration of those empoisoned potions. Having exercised
his wit in the ridicule of various human institutions, he
attacked revelation with all the malignancy of satire.—
There was something so spirited and noble in laughing
at what others considered as sacred, that multitudes
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mdmthefru&crw.lnd&llnglmgqeh
the favourite of the people. .

Having passed through the medium of French geaius,
like gold refined in the erucible, this precious philosephy
has recently been introduced in ¢ The Age of Reasen.’
Bat its author unwarily expesed the malignancy of his
own beart, with such scurrility, that.he disgusted and
-alarmed the reader. The task of enlightening the pub-
lic mind has since been undertaken by men of more
refined manners, and superior genius, who have united
elegance with sophistry. Indeed thé fine-spun theory of
- perfectibility appears amusing, but its sopkisms are im-
practicable; while Christianity enjoins no precept that
is mot practical and conducive to happiness. The
gorgeous and Juxuriant hues of the minbow may delight
.for.a moment, hut we soon tum from its fading magni-
ficence to emjoy the agreeahle mdpelmnnthghtof
the swn.

It is much to be regretted, that the deist whose pese-
tration has discovered such errors in the religion of our
ancestors, should be so successful in the depravation of
his fellow-creatures. When Addison flourished, ‘this
metropolis could boast of only a few free<thinkers; “but

- we are polished now,” and the attorney’s clerk, the man
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miilliser, nay, eves the Waiting-maid and footmnas,
embracing the moders philosephy, ‘deride the faith
which led their pasents to heaven. From the txibunal of
impious wit there is no appeal;—zidienle is hersword,
sophistry ber shield, and vain-glery her veward. In
shart, the modish deist denies the authority, and exe-
crates the precepts of the Bible, becawse it puokibits the
indulgence of his passions ;. while, by his affectation of
humesity and sentimest, he passes through tife with the
character of an accomplished gentiessn, though desti-
tate of that modest dm which ever accompusies
merit.

Tell me,yedeim;doywhgemomlypornethe
Bible for instruction? Do yon met rather gratify your
pride, by criticising that sacred volume, and rejeice
when you find a passage which you can wasp soas to
exercise your wit at the expance of revelation? Are you
ot ashamed of such artifice, exerted to deceive others, .
and excite their admiration of your sagacity, while thus
oppeungthefecﬂeglmofyoumtothemcn—
dian glory of divine truth ?

~ Were we to tmthkﬁohbnawmdiqwiu
seurce, we should find that it originated. in an injudi-
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vious mode of education. Indulgence in infancy leads
to foppery in youth and pride in manhood: an imordi-
nate gratification of the appetites depraves the beart,
and bewilders the imagination: a continual succession of
illicit pleasures corrupts the morals ;—the next step is
scepticism, which leads to atheism. Glad te catch at
any twig that will save him from sinking into the ocean
of reflection, the voluptuary, who dare not meet Ais
naked heart alome, lulls his conscience in the soporific
. gloom of annihilation, til} remorse, rending the delusive
veil of infidelity, exhibits to his terrified mind the infer-
nal brood of vices, hatched and cherished by depravity.

A modern prelate, alike respectable for Lis elogquence
and piety, says, “ Whoever bas passed any time in' the
world, and has observed with any degree of attention
the manners, the habits, the prejudices, and the reason-
ings, of those who are enemies to Christianity, must
have discovered that infidelity is in general a disease not
of the understanding, but of the heart. By far the
greatest part of those who reject revelation are against
the gospel because the gospel is against them ;—because
it condemns and prohibits certain practices, gratifica-
tions, and pursuits, which they are determined not to
relinquish. It is not, in short, the waut of evidence,
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but the want of principle, aud of a fair and upright
miind, which makes them sceptics and unbelievers.” *

Shaftsbury, Mandville, and the free-thinkers of the
last age, artfully endeavoured to depreciate religion, by
asserting that it was merely an invention of statesmen, to
overawe the credulous multitude, and render them obe-
dient to the laws. For this purpose it was necessary that
it'shoyld be connected with morals; but the infidels of
the present day have gone farther, and, like the impious

Spinoza, contend that religion is subversive of morality!
" It is indeed astonishing to contemplate the pains taken
by atheists to subvert the Christian doctrine. The inter-
course of the sexes is considered by them as liable to no
restriction, but merely a matter of choice; and conse-
quently they condemn marriage as a tyrannic restriction
of the human mll

Such is'the accommodating nature of this fashionable
epicurism, that it excludes abstruse reflection, and leaves
the mind, disencumbered with intrusive thought, vacant,
and ready to embrace every joy. Hence the voluptuary
will ever be its strenuous advocate.

* Vide a Charge dellvered to the Clergy of the dioces: of
London. in 1793 and 1799,
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‘Still, however, there are myriads of singular beegs
in this great mietropolis, whose priniciples, being founded
on the Christian religion, enable thein to lead umble-
mished lives, in direct opposition to the practice-of the
multitade. How long these singular mertals will persist
in their unfashionable opposition to the refined sen-
suality of the times-is uncertain. Their -obstinacy will
not submit to embrace the doctrine of materialism and
eternal sleep—they believe in 2 future state of superior
happiness to that of this world; und they think they
ought te act up to the dignity of man, by a-love of
justice. These opinions they have adopted from an
almost obselete book called the BIBLE ; and they often
aver that it communicates more true knowledge of the
moral state and relative duties of man then afl the
ingenious aud fanciful systems of human invention.
This superstitious attachment to trutk and revelation is
the more unpardonable in the eyes of modern philoso-
phers, and their votaries, when brought in competition
with the sablime and witty productions of Voltaire,
Rousseau, Hume, Gibbon, Volney, and their abettors.

But those odd mortals who have - persisted in opposi-
tion to the persuasions of human wisdom will, to some
favatics, appear blameable in another respect. For
while they reject the theories of metgphysics, they also
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2void a participation in the orgies of enthusissm. They
Book wp to the Deity with filial reverence aad love, and
hhave no idea of being terrified into the love of piety.
Hence they endeavour to keep in that medium of mo-
radity, thet equipoise of faith, that steers clear of the
scylta and charybdis both of modern philosophiome, and
modern fanaticism.

¢ No wild enthusiast ever 'yet could rest

Till half the world was, like himself, possessed.
Philosophers, who darken and put out -

Eternal trath with everlasting doubt ;

Cburch quacks, with passiens under no command,
Who fillthe world with doctrines contraband ;
Discov’rers of they know not what, confin’d
Within no bounds—the blind that lead the blind :
Fresh confidence the speculatist takes

From ev'ry bairbrain’d preselyte be makes;

And therefore prints—himself but half deceiv’d—
Till others have the soothing tale believ’d.” |

Our deistical writers, like the French theophilan-
tropists, first ‘cull some of the purest morals from
Christianity, and afterwards ungratefully depreciate its
benigu influence, and stigmatise it as the tause of war
and contention among mankind. By such plausible as-
sertions, and their artful adulation of huwman perfec-
tion, those innovators have insinuated themselves into
the favour of the fashionable world. They “ speak
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smooth things, and prophesy deceits,” for the gratifica-
tion of the great, whose éxample must ever have a
powerful influence on the morals of the community.

But suppose, ye laughter-loving dames, and philoso-
phic beaux, that you had discovered a combination of
assassins, ready to lift their empoisoned stilettos against
your hearts; would you not shrink ?7—Such, indeed,
are your instructors in those ingenious principles, ini-
mical to truth. Under the semblance of friendship,
they are your worst enemies—the malignant destroyers
of your present and future happiness! They first de-

. prive you of your best hopes by their vain-glorious oppo-
sition of the subtle reflections of reason to the revelation
of the DEITY ; and then, by sarcasms against the im-
perfection of human institutions, endeavour to overturn
the order of civilised society. Investigate their fine-

* spun reasonings, and they vanish into air— into thin
air;” and, like the delusions of magic—instead of the
superb edifice, the beautiful and perfumed pavilion of
delight, erected by reason—youn will find yourselves
wandering amidst the sulphureous stench, the hideous
pitfalls of error and despair.
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FEMALE PH!LOSOPHER&.

H ow chnrmng is dmne yhnlosophy !
*Not sour and crabbed, as dull fools suppose,

But musical as is Apollo’slate, -
- ) MirToN.

*¢ There is nothing new under the sun,” was the ob-
servation of a Jewish sage; but had he lived -in. this
age of refinement, he would probably have embraced
another apivion. Instead of ladies travelling from the
most distant regions o learn wisdom of him, he might
have obtained from our FEMALE PHILOSOPHEES
some new ideas on the natural equality of the scxes!

Our fair sages, armed with the triple panoply of
reason, wit, and beauty, have boldy entered the list
of competition to assert their native rights. They have
already proved to a demonstration, that there is no su-
penonly ‘of the male over the female sex; but that the
former, by some accidental advantage, not coutent’
with equality, had, by a tyrannic ‘assumption, vwlated
the p'nvnleges of the latter.

1t is worthy of remark, that the founder of  this new’
sect, like the fabled Luna of old, descended from her

\
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Juminous elevation to caress her favourite Eadymion.
Cavillers may say, ‘that in this instance she behaved like
a frail woman, but her disciples are convinced that she
was actuated by the most philosophic and benign phi-
Janthropy ; and thus with inexpressible energy enforced
ker precepts by example : |

« Strange to tell, she practised what she preachid.”

Indeed, it is evident, that she imitated the leamed
and delicate Eloisa, aid adopted ber sublime and ex-
,cellent sentlmenta :

4 Let wcalth, let honour, wait the wedded dame =
August her deed, and sacred be her fame.

Not Camsar’s émpress would T deign to prove : —
No : make me mistress to the man I love.”

Put Eloisa’s philosophy had long been neglected by
the world; and though her principles had been adopted
by that generous.and disinterested clage of females called
Kept-mistresses, yet it required the genius of a fnodemn
heroine to establish this system. London, which, like
the sun, irradiates the world of science, only required
this sect of female philosophers to clainr the palm in
€very kind of intellectual pre-eminence.
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‘The literary productions of our fair sages, and their-

polite auxiliaries the modern PHILOSOPHISTS, have

contributed much to the success of the sect. A moralist-

whose views .of human happiness were bounded by the
love of propriety and rectitude, would be apt to assert,
that the philosophism of the day is the child of sen-
suality, and that its abettors owe their success to the
latitude which they give their disciples in the indulgence
of their appetites. He would contend that the prin-
~ ciples-inculcatéd by.the Monk, and the German plays

and novels of the day, have almost given a mortal:

wound to British taste and morality.

But to return to our subjéct, The noble struggles-

- for independence so often made by every class of our
fair countrywomen, from the duchess to the retailer of
oranges; the curtain lectures of the fermer, aud the
liberal epithets and. contusions bestowed by. the latter
upon their beloved: yoke-fellows ; seem - to prove, that
they have an equal claim to equality. ‘The contest for

equal rights may sometimes be proauctive of momen- -
tary bickerings, but must eventually establish the beag- -

tiful claimant in her pristine independence. This eveat

will harmonise the. passions of both sexes, and, by a.
reciprocation of endearments, a nobler affeetion will.

arise.. Woman, no longer looking oa her partger as
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superior in talents or resolution, will be equally ready,
vay, perhaps, the first, to ‘defend the honour of both
if called i question; and we may soon expect to-hear
of frequent challenges given by the ladies to that for-
idable and respectable body of ‘men the fops

Thls sect, when perfecﬂy estabhshed will prevent
many litigations; and the male and female philosophers,
being bound by no tie but their own caprice, can, after
a tender intercourse for years, voluntarily separate with-
out the fonnalily of a divorce! :

“The: beneficial consequcnces of these modem refine-
‘ments must be obvious:

. Rglatiops dear, and all the charities "
Qf father, son, and brother,”

A

will soon be forgbtten, and, like the Spartan youth, the
rising generation will be the children of the state.

Such of our female philosophers as are blest ‘ with
high - spirits -and -activity, may with" emulative ardour-
cope with the men in gymnastic exercises. * They may.
learn: to: rein the fiery charger; wield the firelock,
brandish the sabre; and demonstrate, by their puissance
and intrepidity, the natural equality of the sexes.
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Let a young heroine ounly reflect what an amiable
figure she will make decorated with a helmet, and
charging the battalions of the enemy at the head of a
squadrop of cavalry! Thus, like Minerva herself, the
glorious fair-one will gain the conqueror’s wreath ; and if
her character should be slandered, she can challenge
her calumniator o single combat.*

Those fair philosophers who are not ambitious to
share the * pride, pomp, and circumstances of glorious
"war,” may rival their male competitorsin the softer arts’
of péace, such as navigation and agriculture. How
characteristic of the delicacy of the sex must it be to
" see a lovely woman steering a ship in ‘a sform, and vo-
ciferating tlu'ough a speaking trumpet to the sailors,
while the tempest howls

“ With deaf"ning clamour in the slipp'ry shrouds I'”

Or in husbandry, how ‘delightful must the charmirg

# The idea of the equality of the sexes is truly ridiculous.
Maa is the. nngural proteciqr of woman; and .the shade of su-
bardination is so deligate as to be almost. imperceptible. Let
the fair-sex meekly. egjoy their privileges, and leave imperial
. man in possessian of his prerogalives.. They may believe a

friend who begs leave to assure them, thag Venys appears more .
. amiable encirgled with her gestus, than Mioerva armed with
her Aelm and shield.. . .o

B

i

e
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Farmer appedr while guiding the plough through the
stubborn fallows; or directing her labourers in their
daily task!*

In literature, the fair-sex have monopolised almost
.all the wit and genius of the age. Witness the sublime
instructive novels of .the day, in which the fair .opera-
tors have confused the vision of the-reader by the cor-
suscations of magie, and have artfully made the -msati-
able cravigg of the public mind for something new
.subservient to -their philosophic speculations. Instead
.of the .unintelligible jargon of ‘the schools, those inge-

s Lavater defines the characteristic difference.between the
sexes with great precision.—*¢ The female,” says he *° thinks
mot profeundly ; profound thought is the pewer of man. Wo-

men feel more; sensibility is-the power.of woman: mén must
embrace the whole; women.remark individually. Man hears
the bursting thunder, views the destructive bolt with serene
aspect, and stands erect amidst the fearful majesty of the
streaming clouds; woman trembles at the lightning and the
woice of distant thunder, and -shrinks.into herself, or sinks
into the arms of man. A ray of light is singly received by
man ; woman delights to view -it through a prism, in all its
dazzling colours : she contemplates the rainbow as the pro-
mise of peace; hé extends his ¢nquiring eye over the whole
Borizon. Woman-laughs, man smiles; woman weeps, man
semainssilent. -Woman is in angnish when man weeps, and in
despair when man is in anguish ;: yet she has often more faith
than man.”
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‘miots scribes Lave cunningly matle romasice the ve-
hicle of sophistry. Thus the thoughtless- reader is al-
luudbytbemhpmopeotofnterxutﬁnlpindhe,md
'mnght by the birdlime of delusion. :

Our modern Sappho has successfully employed her
talents to the-edification of the age. May the lovely
«laughters of Bfitain never imitate the practical plnlo-
sophy of the voluptuous syren !

‘We have reason to apprehend that the works of Ba-
<on, Newton, Locke, and Boyle, will be neglected for
‘the elegant conceptions of our fair writers in this “ age
‘of reason.” How puerile are the poetic flights of
Shakspeare, Dryden, Milton, and Pope, to the inspiring
melody, and chaste sentiments, of our modern poet-
-esses! How vapid the productions of Swift, Butler,
and Sterne, when compared with the effervesence of
female geniue! and how inconclusive the morality of
Addison, Steel, and Johnson, when opposed to those
.perspicuous emanations of mind so liberally diffused by
-our female philosophers for the improvement of thelr
dlsclplos!

.The vittuous woman, who, in conformity to the wise
institutions of her ancestors, is obedient to her busband,
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and presides with maternal solicitude over her elidren,
inculcating the purest principles of morality, must ap-
spear’ an -+ insipid. -being compared with these spirited
dames who share with their male friends all .those plea-
surable indulgences \vhlch set propnety and rebglon at
defiance. fo

. Among the improvements of this enlightened age, may
be reckoned- the general practice of methers in the
highér classes, who- intrust their infants to the' care of
hireling nurses. This fashionable violation of matemal
duty generally proceeds from indolence, and a desire to

“be disencambered “in the pursuit of-favourite amuse-

ments; but surely every:mother, endued with that ex-

. Quisite: sensibility which is- the. ornameat . of virtnous
- women, will suckle her child unless. prmented by
. posluon. S

That the female votnrles of . Mmerva, l:owewr,

: should be- exempted, - not only. from this, but cvery

other domestic duty, is a. privilege to which they are

- entitled ‘by their superior.endowments. ‘Woild it not

be- prejudicial fo the interests of science, were u fair
sstronomer necessitated: to- descend from the contemip-
lation of the heavens to chant a lullaby? Whatan irre-
parable injury would it be to public morals, if the

2
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fematle translators of chaite and elegant German dramas
-were obliged to attend to the nursery! Nor copld it
~i'sti3nally bé éxpected, " that sucli of our fair ‘philoso-
phers as were engaged in metaphysical, or ethical re-
search, could, amid their abstraction, recellect that
such beings as children existed. Indeed,"those literary.
ladies are fully entitled to commit their offspring to the

_protection of others, apd thus act in conformity to their
‘other innovations. )

Lady Mary Wortley Montague was an advocate for
:sending children to nurse,.and she defends her opinion
with hier usual wit and vivacity, ¢ You tpll," says she,
in one of bLer letters, * that our friend Mis. is.
blessed with a son, and that her husband insists upon
- her suckling it herself, I grant thot pature bas fur-
nished the mother with milk to nourish her child; but
: T maintain at the same time, that if she can find better
milk elséwkhere, stie ought to prefer it without hesitation.
- Indeed, if she was 2 busom sturdy woman, who lived
on plain food, took regular exercite, enjoyed proper re-
- turus of irest, and wds free -from vielent passions, she
-mishtibe a good narse for her child; but as matters
- staud, 1 do verily:think that the niilk of a good comely.
- cow; who feeds quietly in.her -mcadow; never devours
- ragouts, mor drioks ratifia, nor frets-at quadrille, nor

.
\

’
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sits up 1ill three in the moming elated with gain, or de-
Jected with loss—1 do think that the milk of such 2
cow, or of a nurse that comes as mear it as pessible,
would be likely to nourish the young ‘squise sauch bettet
than hers.”

“"These sprightly remarks are certainly just; but why
should mothers lead such dissolute lives, as incapacitates
them to supply their offspring with wholesome nutri-
ment? This immoral deviation is not confined to high
life, for even tradesmen’s wives, nay, the wives of me-
chanics, resign their infants without scruple to the care
of strangers; and the natural consequence is that es-
trangement, and a mnegligence in the fulfilment of the

 filial duties, so observable in the youth of both sexes.’

. Lavater observes, that “ without religion man js a dis-
-eased creature, that would persuade himself he is well,
.and needs ne physician; but woman without religion is
-raging and monstrous. A woman with a beard is not so
-disgusting asa woman whe acts the free-thinker ;—her
sex is formed to piety and religion.” How inimical are
such sentiménts to the views and the wishes of our mo-
dern heroines, whe, aping the confideat air of the pro-

. stitute, and exposing their salamandrige virtoe to the or-
-deal of masquerades, theatres, and excursions with their.
-ninions, boldly overleap the boundaries of decorum!
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“"Fhe following dialogue 'between 2 witty authorand u

female philosopber, will shew the propriety of young
-ladies indulging in metapbysical speculatiens. « Madame
-de V—— told me she believed nothing. I teld Madame
de V——it:might be her principle, but I was sure it
could not.be for her interest to level the .outworks,
withont whichT coald not conceive how such a citadel
as hers could be defended. "That there was not a more
dangerous thing in the world .than for a beauty to be a
-deist. We are not adamant, said I, taking hold of her
hand ; and there is need . of all restraints till age in his
own time steals in and lays them onus. But, my dear
Jady, said L, kissing her hand, ’tis too—too soon. I
-declare I'had the credit all over Paris of unperverting
Madame de V—, She affirmed to Mons. D——, and
the Abbeé M~——, that in one balf hour I had said
amore for revealed religion than all the Eacyclopedia
“had said-against it.”

‘One.of the most egregious follies of ‘the presentage - -

- 19 that affected politeness by which eoxcombs cherish
“the ridiculous assumption of -equality in the-other sex.
Alas, ye dovely -young women? your obsequious and en-
dightened beaux, who would raise .yousto a fantastic
pre-eminence by the depreciation of man, aim only at
*your destruction. They first, through the mediom of
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flatterv, insinuate themselves into your favour; they
extol the superior beauties, finer sensibilities, and nobler
virtues, of woman; they expatiate on the happines
arising from an unlimited. freedom of thought and
‘action; and while they assert the equality, ‘they effect
the seduction of the ‘credulous “fuir. Théy hold the
Circean cup of philosophie sophistry to your lips, you
‘drink, and giving a loose to your passions, indulge in
sensuality, till, when too laté, you find that your mo-
“mentary elevatiod was like being placed on the pinnacle
of ambition, wkence you are precipitated headlong into
“the abyss of ‘misery. - .
t v‘ . ‘ . . N ‘ ’
Ye amiable maidens, the*ornament and glary of so-
ciéty, beware of the insiduous suggestions of delusive
‘fancy! Now, while your hearts bound with gaiety, and
vour beauties illumine the sovial circles, reflect that on
your virtue depends the happiness’ of the community.
Remember that the duties of woman are comprised in
her tenderness to her relatives, as a daaghter, a wife,
aud a mother. Reflect, that the influence of a virtuous
. woman 1§ absolute over the mind of man, and that her
- endearing 'manoers, her modest smiles, ‘are irresistibly
* cloquent; that to arrogate an equality with the other
" sex will render-you ridicalous-and tmantiable ; and that
" due respect for yourselves, Sanctioned by the unaffected

o r——__, ——
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«Tignity of female chastity, will: command -the esteem,
=and ensure the admiration, of mankind.

-
.

)

'SEDUCTION. . ’

How abandoned is that heart which bulges the tear of inno-
rence, and is the cause~—the fatal canse of averwhelming the
spotless soul, and plunging the yet uotainted mind into a sea
«©f sorrow and repentance! Though born to protect the fair,
does not man act thé part of a demon——frst alluring by his
Yemptations, and then triumphing in his victory ?

S STERNE. .

Of all the crimes which contribute to human infeli-
city, seduction is looked upon with the most favourable
-eye. Even some persons of irreproachable morals seem
“to think it a venial offence, nay, merely obedience to
the dictates of nature!- They-do not consider. that fe-
male chastity is the true foundation of national honour ;
“and that licentiousness, should it become universal among -
us, would, like an earthquake, everturn the social
edifice. -+ . : ..

Men of pleasure often-triumph over the modest, by a -
repetition of those witticisms which have been adopted
_us maxims by voluptuaries, from time immemorial.—-
But what is still more reprehensible, the fair sex, by a
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simper of complacency, countenance the loose sallies of~
the libertine, while be exclaims—*1 hate a prude! give -
me a girl whose freedom of dress- and mien declare a-
mind disposed to gaiety and pleasure :—surely it can be
no crime to love a pretty girl :—were not the sexes cre-
- ated for mutual love]” “ Ye witlings! Suppose you.
rambled through a flowes garden, would you wantonly.
pluck the beeutiful blooms, and after baving gazed at
each a moment, and inhaled their balmy odours, cast
them at your fees to wither1” < No, certaioly :—no
man of taste would bebave-so brutishly.” Then just
such a monster is the sensualist who robs-the virgin of
hier honeur—then flings her from his arms ‘&ke a-de~
tested sin;- and leaves her te perish.. .Yet this votary.
of Venus is admitted to an interceurse with women of
rank and character, who affect to cousider these ble-
niishes merely as spots in the sun.. .

Let any man who thoughtlessly proceeds in the career -
‘of iutrigue, pause @ moment, and laying his hand upon.
his breast, question himself—* Can I bear the.idea of -
my- sister, or any female relation, being seduced 7”—
" No :—the enormity- of the dishenour instantly presents
itself; and every generousand delicate: feeling rises in
epposition to it. This is natural—this is noble; and on
the same principle, no man has a right to.seduce a wo--
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mnan of even the lowest class. She also bas a father, &
B rother, or a kinsman, to whom her innocence and hap-
piness are deax! Why would you add to the mass of
. Jauman misery by her.seduction—why detach a blame-
¥ess individual from society, and-condemn her to asso-
€iate with those wretched oufcasts, who,. in. their tarn,.
Pprey on their betnyem’!

The man who gains the affections of an- amu\ble young
woman, and, forgetful that he is her natural protector,
sacrifices ber chastity to his capricious- desires, is a mere.
detestable monster than the guard who robs the tra-
veller whom: he was paid- to protect ;—more brutal than.

the ferocious tyger, who mstmcuvely destroys the un--
sesisting dees,

Is it not superlatively treacherous in the seducerto
address his mistress in a voice attuned by tendemmess, .
and with the smile of.love, at. the very moment he-
meditates her-ruin 1

Pause and reflect, ye generous .and brave-yeuth of -
Britain, ete yeu violate the chastity of the maiden—it
"is her only treasnre, and renders her truly desirable.
Conseious virtue gives lustre to her eye, delicacy to her
demeanour: it adorns her chasming features. with. the -
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social affections, aud -renders her-at once the ornament,
the pride, and the delight of society. Why would yoa
reduce this angelic creature to guilt andwrelchedness ¥
Ah! love, but do not betray her! :

Comnnisemlion for an unhappy young lady. suggested
these reflections ; but bLer. own simple tale will best il- -
ustrate the pecessity of an adherence to virtue. ' A
_regard for the survivors of the catastrophe.requizes that
“the characters should be dxsgmsed under fictitioup
names. ; . .

.

The History of Lliza.

Eliza was the daughter of a clergyntan ‘in Devon-
shire ;* she was educated under the eve of her mother,
who, -as'well as her father, was particdlarly sollcltous to
form her mind to' the love of rectitude. ' She was
docile and good-natured; and as she grew up, the
beauty of her person and her elegant attaimmnents were
the delight of her friends. Tn the sixteenth year of her
age ber futher died, leavmg his widow and- three- daugh—
ters in' possesmon of a'small estate

Soon aﬂer thls moumful event, Wllham Benson, t‘be
~son of a rich farmer, was captivated by the eharms of
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Tliza, and declared his passion with all the simplicity of
honourable love. Ashe was very amiable, he soon in-
spired his mistress with reciprocal tenderness, but their.
union was deferred on account of their youth and
incxperience, .

Meanwhile, Miss Anderson, a dBtant relafion from
London, paid Mrs. Warner ‘a visit; in the course of
-which she was so much delighted with the conversation
and accomplishments of her cousin Eliza, that she pro-
posed to take her into partnership in the millinery and
perfumery businéss. After some hesitation, Mrs. War-
ner agreed to the proposal, but her daughter felt some
reluctance at the idea of a separation from Wiiliam.
He heard of her designation with-all the anguish of true '
love; and in an interview he besought her withi tears in.
his eyes to relinquish the offer of her friend, and crown’
his wishes by-marriage. Lliza listened and wept; she
told him that obedience to the will of an affectionate
mother was an indispensable duty;—bat she assured
him of her constancy. They parted With mutual vows
of fidelity, unconscious that it was & Tast adieu; and
Eliza soon' afterwards accompanied her reiatnve b
Loudon. : o T

-For some momhs after ller amval in lhe capital,
Eliza’s hours glided away in uumterruplcd cheerfulness.

I‘
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'The variety of customers, the elegance of the town and
its amusements, alid the kind attention of Miss Ander-
son, conpensated the lovely girl for the relinquishment
of the peaceful rural bowers where she had so often
tasted the sweets of domestic felicity, and -listened to
the voice of her tender William. She kept up a corres-
pondence with him and her mothér, which served at
once to amuse and enliven her leisure hours.

Eliza Warner was a beautiful young woman; she had
novw attained her eighteenth year, and her graceful form
was moulded by the hand of perfection. Her blue eyes
effused the lustre of health, her complexion was deli-
cately fair, and her soft voice irresistibly affecting. As
her cousin’® shop was in Bond-street, it became the re-
sort of sevéral men of fashion, some of whom tried
various arts to seduce the lovely girl, but her modest yet
dignified behaviour abashed and awed even the brazen
visage'of the libertine. '

A fevei which raged in the neighbourhood seized Miss
Anderson, who died afier an illness of four days, leaving
Eliza at once mistress of a small property ‘and unpro-
tected. Her anguish for the loss of a beloved relative
wis only the prelude o greater misfortowes. Her fricad-
less situation, which eught to have commanded the pity

»



163

and esteem, only served to raise the dishonourable
hopes, of the debauchee. The pretty milliner of Bond-
street was often the toast at an adjacent tavern, nor
could her utmost circumspection escape the shafts of
calumny. .

Many were the artifices of dissipated young men of
fashion to allure the lovely Eliza from the path of recti-
tude. Her virtue, like a shield; defended her from the
attacks of flattery, the glances of wantonness, and the

sighs of desire. But, though neither manly beauty, ac- .

complished manners, nor all the splendour of wealth,
could subvert her virtue, she was betrayed through a
much more insidious and fatal medium—the mental can-
tharides of modern philosophy, as administered in novels
and other popular productions of genius. Deceived by
the sophistical reasoning of certain adepts in depravny,
she was taught to consider an ideal justice as paramount

to the social aﬁ’ecuons consequently any man possessed

of greater merit than William was entitled to the pre-
ference in her esteem.

While she indulged tbis‘}‘)emicious opinion, the ac-
complished and witty Feignlove professed an honoura-

ble attachment, and as his affectation of passion had all .

the appearance of sincerity, the deluded Eliza listened
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to him with complacency, forgetful of her rustic lover,
William. Overcome by the soothing engreaties of her
admirer, her bosom palpitated with the fondest emotions,
and the treacherous Feignlove triumphed over her virtue. )

‘On reflection, the consciousness of dishonour. roused -
her to phrensy, and her seducer, to allay her pertur-
bation, promised to marry her. Day after day did
Eliza urge h‘er'betrayer to lead her to the altar, while
L:e constantly fraced some plausible pretext for delay.

Meanwhile she received letters from her mother and
her lover, entreating her to retumn to the cduntry : these
. proofs of their friendship ouly served to render her
wretchedness more intolerable. She threw them from
her in an agony of desperation; and Feignlove, who
qutéred the apartment at the moment, and perceived
the cause of her grief, hastily perus:d them, asd com-
mitted them to the flames. Eliza importuned him in
the most solemu manner to make her reparation by
marriage. She mentioned her having relinquished her
iyver and friends for his sake : he appeared affected,

calmed her mind by promises, but left her house with
a determination never to retuin!

Alarmed at his absence during the whole of the next
day, she sent her 'maid-servant to his lodgings, wko, .o'n
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. e'pqui'ry, found thet Lie had removed to another quarter

_ of the town, and that his trunks were to be sent in a
hacl\ney-coach at nine o’clock  the following gight.—
I\Iaddened by this intelligence, the unhappy. Eliza bas-
‘tened to end her misery by the destruction of her seduc-
er and herself. With this determination she left the
shop to the care of her servant, went to-the formerlodg-
ings of Feignlove, and when the coachman came to take

. away the trunks, she bribed him to convey her secretly
_into her lover's apartments. The coachman, who looked

on the adventure as a mere frolic or intrigue, conducted
the busmess with so_much; address, that he conveyed
" Eliza into Felvnlove s bed-chamber. '

After she had remained about two hours, in conceal-
meut she heard the voice of her seducer in the. adjacent
_room. He had invited a number of gay. young infnates
to supper, and as they sat round the festive board vaunt-
. ing of their conquests over female credulity, Feignlove
amused them with the history of his .recent amour, aud
_concluded with saying, ¢ She is a, chasming. girl, but 1
“was completely satiated : let her now_console herself in
the arms of her rustic lover. She is not destitute,. irav-
mg a small shop; which is a lycky, circumstance, for I'm
so confouudcdly mvolved in debt that I'could not have
miade any provision for her” “D n it, Jack, cried
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one of the company. “ why did you not introduce me?”
# No, faith,” rejoined Feignlove, “ I durst not have
made that experiment: I really rejoice that my connece
tion with ber is ended, for her temperis so violent, that
T sometiies trembled for my personal safety in her pre-
sence.” ' - C o

Eliza, who had listened with agonising attention, felt
her brain fired witha sudden phrensy. She burst out
_of the bed-chamber before the astonished company, rusk-
ed forward to the table, and seizing a carving-knife, ex-
chimed; * Well might you tremble, villain!—well might
you fear in the presence of her you had injured! for the
vengeance of violated honour now pursues you!”

She then sprung upon Feignlove, plunged the knife
into his heart, and instantly turned the point upon her-
self, but she was disarmed and secared. Feignlove ex-

- pired in a few minutes, begging lrer pardon with his last
breath. The phrensy of the wretched Eliza now sub-
sided into meiancholy, and she was removed to Bedlam,

- where, alas! no physiciat could mtmsler mtdmnc to

. her mmd dueaaed r

‘While these calamities befel Ehza, her lover, Mr.
Benson, was suddenly ennched by a |egacy of two thou-
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- sand pouids, left bim by an uncle. Overjoyed at his

good fortune, he hastened to Mrs. Warner, and prevailed
upon her to consent to his union with his evéer-dear
Elizi. He hired a post-chaise, and hastened to the ca-
pital : on his arrival, he went to Eliza’s shop, but she was
not there. Her maid-servant, who had waited with
 painful solicitude for the return of her mistress, informed
~ him that she had been missing about ‘a fortuight, and
was prevailed on by bis entreaties to discover all she
knew about the seduction of his beloved mistress. The
. unhappy young man was overwhelmed with affliction ;
‘but, though an impenetrable gloom of mystery hung over
her fate, he resolved to discover her if possible. His
- fond heart still languished for her, degraded as she was !
He took lodgings in the house of a distant relation, who
good-naturedly soothed his grief, and accompaniéd him
to view the curiosities of London.

After having visited Westminster-abbey, St. Paul's,
and the Tower, they proceeded to Bedlarn, where they
~surveyed the insane with commiseration. Their guide
througl this asylum of misery rendered the pitiable scene
still more affecting, by relating anecdotes of several of
the patients; and as they proceeded to a remote apart-
ment, he said, “We are now going to seean objecttruly
entitled to our pity. The patient is a beautiful young

\
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-.woman who was seduced, and abandoned by her seducer
whiom ' shé “pursued, and, in the madness of revemge,
murdered. - She was a most lovely ereature when brought
Kither'a few days ago ; but, as she will take scarcely any
aioutishment, she is reduced 10 a skeletan, riotwithstand-

“ing'our-care.  Poor thing, shé is almost éontininally talk-
4iig—tread softly, that we inay observe her undisturbed.”

"Willivm félt & sudden’qualim, and his heart sickened at
“the recoleéction ofthis lost Eliza, w lﬁle his eyes ghstened

mdi sympathy for the suﬁ'erer.

'“-T-l;ey ent'ered'the toom so silently, that the mianiac,
~who,was ‘seated on & chair- ;\;lth. her back towards the
-door; did'Het perceive themt: - She appeared as if talk-
ing to- ‘anéther person, “with' her’ right hand extended in
lh‘e atttide of enheaty KK 1 my ‘dear Feignlove,”

-¢riéd:shéein a - Tow tremulous” vonce, “ Y'see—] see the
wound in your side I-=¥orgive ‘e I—but why did you
deccive me ?” « Gracious Providence,” exclaimed Wil-
::l_iém; ¢4t is:my Eliza1” ‘The maniae¢ turned her head :
.<iit wasyindebd, Eliza :—but so altered, that her lover
sbtanted-diack asif from a’spectre 1—Her once blooming
scheek:Was palé—lier eyes were sunk—her lips livid—the
‘1ggloon < of ‘moddy- niielancholy frowned on her once
s polisligd-aiad serenebrow.. . She viewed Williain with 2
yaadth mdf v&cant glare -—hc approached and a feeble

s e e
PRI -\"‘ ia)
"
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- yay of recognition for 2 moment animated ber visage.
She started up with a smile of ecstacy, and outstretched
- arms, but in a moment her countenance changcd—sl)e
. uttered a‘shriek of horror, and sunk back into the chair.
" William supported her in his arms, while his generous
- heart was bursting with sorrow to meet his beloved
" Eliza thus unexpectedly—deprived of honvur—and of
reason—and sinking to the grave? While he strove to
restore her to life, the tears of faithful love gushed from
hiseyes, and besprinkled her face as he bent mournfully
: over her. She revived for a moment—openeéd' her eyes, -
gized affectionately on his face, and instaritly expired.
" Medical aid was called in, but life was goné—for ever
- goue—beyond the power of resuscxtaﬁon.

THE TEMPLE OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY.

- ’ ' A VISION.

Ruminating the other evening upon the numerous ’

dizcoveries which the ingenious are daily making:h phi-

losophy, I was led by a train of thought to an:anticipa-
tion of the future fame of our sages and literati. While

1 continued absorbed in these reflections I fell asleep, and
"a wonderful vision presented itself to my imagination.

' M’ethoﬁaht I found myself travelling on a wide road,
nccompan.ed by seyeral persons , of both sexes, whose
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_looks betrayed ardour and impatience. As they pro-
ceeded, I found by their conversation that they were

. going to the Temple of Modern Philosopby, to receive
from the Goddess the reward of their services. I feltan
inclination to turn back, from a consciousness that I had
done nothing to merit her fayour; but my companions
excited my curiosity, by describing the magnificence of

. the Temple and the beniguity of the Goddess, insomuch
that I resolved to proceed.

We.soon arrived at the entrance of the Temple, which
was grand beyond description. Triumphal arches,
adorned with festoots, and dedicated to the bonout of
VOLTAIRE, BOLINGBROKE, SHAFTESBURY, Rous-
sEaU, HUME, and G1BBON, led to the portico, which
was supported by the most magnificent columns of white
marble; they were of the elegant Corinthian order. The
portico was open, emblematic of the philanthrapy of the
new philosophy, vgbo’qnfdlds her mysteries to the human
race. .~

My conipanions, who had disputed during our journey
with all the eagerness of competition, were now silent.—
A sacred awe seemed to pervade the assembly, as we
slowly advanced into the body of the Temple. A vast
azure curtamof snlk bespangled mtl; dlamopds, reflect-
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“ing the rays of several lustrey which illuminated the lofty
dome, was suddenly raised, and we bebeld Philosophy
seated on a throue of gold, adomed with gems, “in all
the hues reflected light can give” She was a mq)estic
figure ; her countenance exhibited the delicate bioom of
youth, dignified with the intelligence of riper years, and
enlivened by a seductive smile that fascinated the be-
holder. Her robe was purple; she wore a crown of
-gold, inscribed with the words NECEssITY, REASON,
VIRTUE, in the three primitive colours of nature. On
. her right hand sat PRIDE, adomed with jewels, and
inflated with the idea of self-importance ; on her left,
VANITY appeared in a garment-of many colours, conti-
" nually varying her posture, and viewing herself, with
smiles, in a mirror.

Before the throne stood SoPHISTRY; whose robe
changed its hye every moment ; an insidious smile played
over her features, and she held in her nght hand a cup
filled with intoxicating nectar. FasaIoN stood behind
Sophistry, with her eyes turned altemately on the god-
dess and her vomnes

The wall of the temple, behind the throne, was com-
posed of one entire prismatic substance, through which
the most enchantmg perspsctive views delighted the eye.
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"Sllady groves, sanny glades, trées bendiog with fruitage,
_ﬁowers of variegated bloom, clear- fountains, sprightly
‘cascades, embelhshed with sunshine from an uncloude(l
'skv, presented a most inv iting paradlse.

We gazed with mute adnnratron the Goddess,waved
Lier silver sceptre, and instantly. the Temple was filled
with barmony. . The music was quite in the modem
laste, of that lively kind which excludes the strong pas-
sions, and excites to mirth by a gentle titillation. Philo-
sophy again waved her sceptre; the iusic ceased; and,
while our bosoms were thrilling withi pleasurable sensa-
tions, she thus addressed us:—

“ My beloved votaries! welcome, thrice welcome to
all the delights of wisdom! You shzll all participate the
bounty of Philosophy; but the metaphysician, as the
most profoundly versed in my arcana, is entitled to the
‘most distinguished honours. Sophistry! lead the vene-
rable KANT to my throne; I long to reward a veteran.
who has so often contended dgamst my cnemies.”

The sage wasled forward by Soplustry, who presented
her cordial to his lips. Having taken an exhilarating
-draught; he thus addressed Philosophy.:—

. .,,_.".
Great Goddess, who hast been adored in' every ‘age

under ‘different names, Deholtt 3a aged man, who, fora

!
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series of years, has studied the mysteries. Like thy
adorers among the ancients, I have described thee as the
child of Nature; and, by inculcating the doctrine of.
necessity, 1 have demonstrated, that it is to thee alone
we are to look for the developement of human faculties;
that under thy influence the morals of society are in a
state of progressive improvement towards that perfectibi-
Zity which is attamable by reason. The simplicity of
this system excludes future retribution, and I have im-~
perceptibly induced numbers of proselytes to consider
thee as the first and only fair. Convinced of the pro-
pensity of the human mmd to superstition, and aware of
the charms of novelty, I deuomlnated thy doctrine the
Critical Phdosopll y, as oue that investigated the imper-
fections of all other institations. , Finally, O Goddess!
I have argued, that with thy aid the generations of man-.
kind will attain'pérfection. Thy handmaid, Sophistry,
- has often visited and inspired me with sublime and pro-
_ foundideas; and, with the aid of the witty who have
* become prosélytes to thy system, I hope ta establish thy .
domlmon over mankind. . Myriads of Jlluminati, -of
both sexes, irradiate the Confinent and the people of
Britain seem well inclined to the adoption of thy precepts:
1t must be the study of'thy disciples to effect a revolution . .
in morals‘ and by mdulgurg the human .passions zmd~

.appemes, persuade the nauons tbat plﬂasuxe is the: ses
ward of th:v .yotaries.” -

ad

‘e
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When the Philosopher ceased, the Goddess smiled
with ineffable affection, aid, extending her right hand,
the sage kissed it with the utmost devétion. ~Sophistry
then led him to a seat on the right side of the’ throne,
where he immmediately sunk into slumber. ’

The next person singled from the crowd was the re-
doubtable dramatist, KoTzEBUE. There was a wild’
and impetuous ardour in his eye, the effect of an effer-
vescent genius. He came forward with a confident look,
like 2 man of the world, who cousidered effrontery as a
proof of his good-breeding.  Sophistry offered him her
newly-replenished cup ; but he declined it, and, with an -
arch smile, whispered, * No, my dear friend, I have so
long been accustomed to quaff your nectar, that it Ias
become insipid to me ; but I have persuaded thousands
to drink so deeply of it as to produce complete intoxica-
tion.”

He then looked up to Philosophy with a vivacious air,
and thus expressed his pretensious to her favour:—

o All-beautédus idol, behold thy warmest advocate,
who comes to lay the wreath of genius at thy feet. "Tis
to thy irresistible influence, O Philosophy! that I owe
-the success of my endeavours to immortalize Europe! T
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have disseminated thy doctrine among the higher classes
of mankind, many of whom have adored thee as their tu-
telary divinity ; by thy ridicule of religion and the artful
exhibition of sensuslity, under the guise of nobleness of
mind, I have at ouce effected the depravation of taste
and morals. In Germany, France, and England, my
dramas have, in co-operation with deism and atheism,
turned the current of popular opinion in thy favour.
In France I found but little difficulty to establish ry sen-
timents, as thét nation Lias ever preferred pompous pro-
cessions and extravagant ideas to simplicity and good
sense ; but in England 1 met, and still continue to
meet, with several obstecles, among a people, who
have hitherto been accustomed to consider the pas- '
sions as the auxiliaries of Virtue. The genius of my
translators, however, has partly triumphedl over the
obstinate taste of their countrymen, and prejudice is va- -
nishing before thy effulgence.”

The Goddess replied, «“ My dear Kotzebue, thou hast
been an active and indefatigable servant :—receive thy -
reward.” She then touched him with her sceptre, and
his raiment was suddenly clianged to a purple robe, be-
studded with brilliants.  Fashion then.led him to a seat
beside that of his countryman,
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_Several other candidates for reward mow came fos-
ward, among whom lrccog,msed PAINE,and a celebrated
modern Lyrist. The Goddess gave them all a most gra- .
cious reception ; butshe conferred particular honours on
the facetious bard. ¢ Welcome,” said she, ¢ my witty,
my incomparable son ! to thy genius am I indebted for
the progress of my power in Britain. Thy more thau
Orphean lyre has transformed any who were formerly
discreet into satyrs of dissipation. Fashion, crown thy
favourite poet with Lis well-earned laurel, and let the
wreath be suﬁicfen,tly thick to defend his venerable head
from the cane of an insolentadversary. Place him beside
his illustrious compeer Kotzebue.”

.A whimsical-looking individual, apparently intoxicated,
now approached the throne. I discovered that he wasa
Senator, who had written a Romance which was prejudi-
cial to the cause of virtue. The Goddess beckoned to
Sophrstry, who conducted him to a seat beside the
Poet. ' ,

-A part’j' of females now entered the Témple —Their
dress was in"the extreme of the mode; each wore 2,
wig, and seemed to take a pride in the exposure of  the
neck and bosom. One of the train bore a standard,
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with this inscription, RQUALITY OF THE sEXEs. The
air of self-sufficiency, the broad and scrutinising stare,
the aathoritative bmw, and masculine stride, of these .
ladies, excited my surprise; and: although I did not sce
any offensive weapons, I fancied for a moment that they
were a detachment of Amazons.

The Standard-bearer thus addressed the Goddess:—
% We are come, O celestial Philosophy! to-worship in
thy Temple; to prefer our vows, and supplicate thy in- .
spiration. We have formed a new class of intelligent
beings, -and are known by the denomination of FEMALE
PHILOSOPHERS. Ourenemieshave stigmatised us with'.
the name of Voluptuaries, because we inculcate the un-
restrained indulgence of the passions, and invite mankind
to enjoy the pleasures of life, but the feeble opposition
of our calumniators must shrink into non- existence be-
fore the enchanting delights which thou Last prepared for
thy votaries. To prove our claim to thy profection, we
have disseminated thy principles by every means which.
wit could suggest or genius promote. We have written
poems, romances, and novels, for this purpose, and
translated every work that we conceived would tend to -
inflame the heart and corrupt the morals of others; and

we have been successful beyond our most sanguine_ hopes.

M
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1t remains for thee, © beloved Philosophy! to rewardos
according to our respective merits ; and when each clai- !
mant bas detailed her achievements in thy service, we |
hope that thou wilt at least place us upon an equality with |
the other sex, and realise our long-wished-for love of |
power.” ,

When this fuir orator had concluded her speech, ano-
ther female advanced with a most graceful and theatric
air; but she was prevented from the exertion of her elo-
quence by the Goddess, who expressed her approbation
of the party with smiles of triumph. “ Glorious. zra!”
she exclaimed; “ when woman has assumed. her natural
equality, and demonstrated, that*the love of pleasure
and the love of sway’ predominate in every exhansted '
female mind. Yes, my beautiful votaries, you shall Le '

placed upon an equality with your admirers, who sit at
“my righf band. There is no necessity for each of you to
mention her claims; for, though.I have long been con-
vinced of the eloquence of the sex, and doubt not that
your orations on this occasion would fill a folio volume,
I wonld reccommend it to you to. reserve your rhetoric
. topersuade your husbands, lovers, and mankind at large,
- of my superior title to their devotion.” :

Although the ladies seemed dlsappomted at not: being
permitted to speak successively, yat, when Sophistry
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eonducted them to a seat equally elevated with that of
the male philosophers, and when they surveyed the su-
perb canopy above their heads, L could ebserve their.
eyes sparkle with pleuuu.

‘These distinguished femalé philosophers being seated,
Sophistry addressed the motley throng which filled the
area before the throne, and whom I discovered, by their

discourse, to be Pamphleteers, who had writtenin favour
of the Goddess.

* Beloved-anxiliaries!” eried Sophistry, “ none of your:
shall go unrewarded. Philosophy is ever beneficent to
heradorers. Youshall.....” Here shewasinterrupted
by & confused noise from without, and a female; called .
"Ferror, rushedinto the Témple; vociférating, with fran-
tic gestures, * The.ememy is coming!” These dreadful

~ sounds produced dismay throughout theassembly. Even
the Goddess trembled on her throne, and all her worship-
pers seemed thunderstruck. A vivid splendor now.il- -

 Jumined the portieo, and ‘the next moment RELIGION

* entered. Herstutmve was tall, hertountenance majestic
and serene; a diadem of the three hues of the rainbow

- surrounded her head, and her robe was. light azure of
the most delicate tint of the- celestial regions, whence she
had descended. On her right appeared her faithful at-

J% -guar-,

‘..
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“tendant Truth, who held a burning-glass in her left hand,
and a fiery sword in her right. The other atteadant of
Religion was Moraljty, who appeared on her left, clothed
in white, and holding in her left hand a Bible, into which:
she looked with reverential love.

Religion now 2pproached the -throne of her enemy,
antl, with a voice at once- melodiqus and impressive, thus
addressed the assembly :—* Unhappy beings! your en-
ity against me has effected your own destruction. By
embracing the delusive pleasures of Sensuality, whom
you misnamed Philossphy, your minds are-incapacitated
for the enjoyment of my simple but permanent delights;
it only remains, in obedience to the dictates of immuta-
ble justice, that you should be punished for. your impious
writings, which have misled such.numbers- of your fel-
low-creatures~——Advance,r O_Truth!. wy faithful at-
tendant, and with thy resistless sword destroy these sou/-
slayers, and let their influence cease from this moment.”

Truth instantly touched the throve of the NEW PHI-
LOSOPHY. with her.fiery sword, .and a wonderful meta-
morphosis took place throughout the Temple. Philoso-
phy fell-from her throne, and was changed into a viper;
‘the Metaphysician was. transformed into:a: mole; the
Dramatist-intoa gvat; and the ‘other sagesinto monkeys .
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of- different. kindss ‘The ‘fémale Philosopliers were
changed into: parrots, and the Pamphleteers' who' sur-
rounded mé shrunk into the: form of taads.

My heart fainted with horror as I gazed on thest pro-
digies, and I every moment expected some dreadful
change would befal myself for my temerity in visiting
this odious place.” While I stood speechless and trem-
bling, Truth tou¢hed: the floor with-her’ sword, and a
sudden concussion overturned the Temple from its foun-
dation. :The throne vanished in a- thin- vapour;. the vi-
treous wall disappeared ; and beyond, where it had ex-
panded its. deceptive -medium,. instead of a rich land-
scape, I beheld a blasted heath overgrown.with thorns’
and thistles.

At this scene of desolation my fears increased ; I turned
towards Religion, and was going to prostrate myself be-
fore her, when Morality prevented me, and, putting the
Bible into my hand, whispered, * You are now safe; that
book will direct you to the Temple of Rehglon, which is
on the road to Salvation.” ' ‘My spirits were revived, and
a new hope animated-my heart; as I'clasped:theé treasure
of Divine ’Knowledge *in my hands, - Religion: turned
- upon me her niajestic eyes, beaming with plg!lanﬂlropy:
.« Fear not; O Man!” said she, *{-will ever be‘tly -guar- .
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dian while thou pursuest the path pointed out by Reve-
lation. Go, feeble mortal! reform thy manners ; correct
“thy passions by the vigilance and authority of Reason;
remember that Christianity is the true Philosophy, and
that happiness consists in piety to the Creator, and uni-
versal benevolence.” '

"While Religion was speaking, I felt unusuat transport
auimate my beart, insomuch that I awoke and bebeld the
sun just rising. The.vision of the night enlightened and
purified my soul, and incited me to that activity in- the
performance of the social-virtues, which alone can render
the life of man. valuable to'himself and beneficial to.his |
fellow-creatures.

'LITERATURE. |
Literature is.a Xind df-intellectual light, which,. like the. ‘
Jight of the sun, may -sometimes enable us to see what we do

not like s bat who woald wish to escape unpleasing objects, |

by coudemaing Rimeelf to. penpetunl darkness?
-JOHNSON. ‘

At the conmmencement of the eigliteenth century, Eag-
+lish literature, in:addition to the sublimity of Milton,
~and the pathos of -Shakespeare, received a more finished

LJpolish, both in prose.and .verse, from Addison and Pope. ‘
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"That 'glorions and ever-to-be-admired  constellation of
Zenins which irradiated the reigus of Anme and George -
the First, diffused a lustre over our language, which
timme cannot diminish! Whil¥ the dulcet strains of Pope
are expressive of the very soul of harmony, the elegant
e3says-of Addison unite the sprightliness of wit with tire
-dignified serenity of morality and religion.

.Sterne was the first successful authior of what has been -
‘termed sentimental writing. By a profound knowledge
of the passions, combined with an effervescence of genius
seldom equalled, this singular author overpowered the
Jheart, and led captive the fancy of his reader. His
¢ Tristram Shandy” and * Sentimental Journey” raised -
a number of imitators; and since that period, all our

novels, and even our neuspapers, have beea tinctured
with sentiment,

But, alas! the -eccentricities of genius, like the aber-
rations of a tomet, are often imjurious to that system
which they might embellish. While the volumes of
Sterne abounded with the energetic pathos which dis-
solved the heart of the reader, like the song of the Sy-
rens, they communicated the coutagion of depravity.—
In his humourous delineations of character, hetoo often
degraded his wit by an intermixture of licentiousness;
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and while his philanthropy and sensibility rendered his

“‘works 2 treasure to the enthusiastic feeling heart, they
were prejudicial to that purity of mmd which ‘constitutes
the basxs of true happiness.

Lord Chesterfield also contributed to_the Jaxity of
“morals, especlally among the great. . His celebrated
< Letters,” written in a familiar style, and aboundmg
with pertinent remarks which evinced the man of the
world, at once captivated and contaminated the heart.
Accustoined himself to revel in scenes of voluptuous
pleasure, where all was artifice and delusion, he recom-
mended gallantry and suavity of manners in preference to
sincerity and manly integrity. The effectsof his writings
are thus energetically described by Cowper :—

¢ Thou polish’d and high-finish’d foe to trath,
Grey-beard corruptor of our list'ning youth !
To purge and skinaway the filth of vice,

That, so refin’d, it might the more entice,

Then pour it on the morals of thy son,

To taint his heart, was worthy of thine own !>

. Hume's metaphysical essays were caleulated to intro-
,duqe that scepticism which has since been too success-
fully promulged among us ; but their baneful efforts were
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ably counteracted by a phalanx of moralists, who arose .'
in succession to * vindicate the ways of God to man.”

At the head of these elegant writers appeared Dr.
Johnson, whose comprehenslve intellect analised the
relative duties of mankind, and recommended the prac-
tice of virtue with resistless eloquence. Sometimes, in--
deed, melancholy begloomed his mind, like a cloud inter-
cepting the rays of the sun; but on most subjects his
intellectual radiations delight the reader, who is animated
and instructed by his sublime essays.

Dr. Hawkesworth and other motalists also studied to
promote the cmprovement of public morals, but the Ia-
bours of those excellent men have been partly counter-
acted by several of our contemporaries of both sexes,
who have ingloriously prostituted their talents to vice.

Meny of our modern female writers, both of poetry
and romance, have contributed to the depravation of the
national taste, by their caricatures of*the passions. To
amuse is the object of these writers; and they care not
how-mugh the heart of the reader is inflamed by volup-
tuous deseriptions, if they can butamuse. When these.
. handmaids.of licentiousness assume a-more solemn tone,
the demon of melancholy is conjured. up- to terrify the
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imagination; the sympathy of the reader is excited for
‘some offender against the social virtues ;; and while the
unsuspicious bosom swells with a sigh of pity, the fatal
taint of depravity. infects the heart under the semblance
«of commiseration. The general peraisious tendeacy of-
novels and romances is thus energetically satirised by a
suodern poet:— )

¢ Howe'er disguis'd ti inflammatory tale,

And cover’d with a fine-spun, specious veil,

Such writers and such readers owe the gust
And relish of their pleasure all to fust.”

Doubtless many -a virtuous matron and virgin will be
surprised at this assertion, and blush to find that what
they had considered as a rational amusement, was ia

reality a most dangerous-engine of corruption.

These lighter preductions-of genius, hewever, -are not
wholly engrossed by female writers. Men of distin-
guished talents -have added their names to the list of mo-
velists. Refleeting that novels might be cenverted intoa.
‘medium of philosophic speculation, they bave mtroduced
scepticism to the-reader under the semblance of romance.
Indeed, the generality of our novels 2bound -either with
dangerous sophistry, or .girlish insignificance; and, like
several of our modern dramas, are but too well calcu-
lated to vitiate the public taste.
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Among the constéllation. of eur-eontemporary wits,
“Peter Pindar® has long shone as.a star-of the.first mag-

"% Therecent misfortane of this agell bard ought4v-excite

the commiseration of his gdmirers, but the lovers of jocularity

-seldom sympathise with the wretcheéd. Those Wwho have been

s0 often amused with his humourous satires, may-be compared

to children, who, when. their favourite toymas: can no longer

- supply thgm with some new bauble, hasten ia_pursait of no-
velty to some otber shop.

Xa his inauspicious rencontre the poor bard seemsto have
~suffered an uttey extinction of hig inventive faculty; and, as a
- gtill greater-aggravation of s misery, the very eame which
- bad so often sypported him was, in the hand of his apponent,
- changed into.a magic wand, one stroke of which ezorsised the
~demon of licentious wit. This accident militates strongly
- against the supposed perfectibility of man,

It appears, indeed, that this extertor sufferéd only a slight
vinjury s but, alas! the sensorium of his delectable wit under-
went a dreadful: eoncussion. This straggle for the mastery
-between two satirists, -indicates a revival of ancient heroism..
Genius and valour bave, indeed, often been combined ; though
some persons ridicule this coalescence, and maintain that men
-are always more ready to tisk their Hves in pmporﬁon to the
-weakuess of their understanding.

History can farnish many proofs-that the kero may a.lio be
an accomplished scholar ; and in modern times we bave a re-
- markable instance in our literary colossus, Dr. Johnson, whose

~puissance overthrew a blockhead by a single blow of a foliv !

Authors must henceforward be doubly armed, not enly with
- «gbat tiremendous weapon a pointed goose-quil/, but with a
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nitude;. His humourous. descriptions of licentiousness,
and his indirect sarcasms. against _religion and morality,
have, perhaps, contributed more to the.depravity of the
age, than all the cold speculations of the philosophic
fraternity. The nostrums of this poetical quack have
long been swallowed as an antidote against the spleen,
that destroyer of imaginary happiness. The great znd

" the gay wished for amusement;—an author who could
make them laugh was the man;—and the facetious Pe-
ter, by a combination of sarcasms against modesty and
picty, with personal satire, and by making his curious
verses tinkle prettily in rhyme, became the favourite
poet of the day. The fairest dames laughed with con-
vulsive glee, and beardless libertines treasured up his
Ode to Lais in their memory.

~The later effusions of this merry bard are compara- -
tively duli; they do not contain so yany oaths and im-
pious allusions as his former productions. Wonderful is .
the energy communicated-to dull verses by the inter-
spersion of exclamations, Had Peter. (instead of the
name of Miss More) aderned his Nil Admirari with an
equal nwpmber of vulgar execrations, boys and fools

sword, ora cane; nay, they must pursue theirlabours like
the ancient Jews, who, when rebuilding their city, held a..
trowel in gne band and a sword in the'other.
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wweould, as usual, have - centinved to praise lusmtand'
-Jhumour.

We are told that Waller employed the greatest part ~
~of a summer in:composing and correcting ten verseg!—
- ¥ appy would it be for the readers of the present day, did

our modern poets and prose-writers proceed with equal
-circumspection. Novels would then be novel indeed ;
and paper, which has been enhanced by the quantity
required for those voluminous productions, would be
purchasable at a moderate price, and might again be
-used for the more valuable purpose of dassemmatmg
“ knowledge.-. .

Mediocrity is truly said to be the diStinguishing cha- -

~racter of our modern poetry, which in general is rather -

pretty than beautiful. Theye are few of those extrava:
gant but sublime flights of Milton or Shakespeare to "be
< found in the favourite peetry of the day, which

¢ ¥¥e cannot blame indeed, but we-may sleep.” ~

Tt is at once amusing and instructive to trace the reve- o
* Jutions of the pnbhc taste since the:time of "Addifon.—
“"When he wrote, elegant literature became popular, and
only a few of the higher orders of society preferred-the
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sweet-sounding absurdities of the Italian opera to the
“sublime displsy of human passions produced by the

« tragic muse, or the genuipe sallies of humour inspired
by Thalia.

44 .

The national taste, like a vigorous comstitution, con-
tinued unimpaired till the poetical nostrums of the Della
Crusca empirics. caused a temporary vitiation of taste.—
This attempt to introduce a false refinement into mo-
derm poetry, was.corrected by the author of the Baviad:
and Meviad, whose well-tuped satire operated like an
alterative,.

When the public taste had recovered from this tem-
porary. delirium, the still more ridiculous story of Leo-
“mora was translated from the Germap, and soon ob-
" tained the palm; being, * In all the realins of nonsense,
" absolute” - Tt gleamed, like an ominous. meteor of the
night, - for a moment, then, vanished, and. ‘was soon for-
gotten.

But even the absurd nevels and romances translated
from other languages have been exceeded in impiety and
extravagance by “ The Monk.” ‘It has been observed.
that this abominable romance displays marks of genius.—

‘4 Woe to. the wan whose wit disclaims its use,
Sparkling i vain, or only to seduce.”
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"The turpitude of an immoral publication is aggravateds
in proportion to-the talents misapplied by the author;:
and few productions of an effervescent- imagination have.
- done more injury than. this..

If examined by the eye of criticism, several blemishes:
will appear in this. celebrated wosk:—the style is ani--
mated, but the incidents are improbable ; and the high--
wrought descriptions of human depravity are not natu-.
ral—they are diabolical! The termination of the story.
is ridiculous, puerile, and nonsénsical; no school-boy.
€ould be induced to believeit: and the coltish genius of”
the author has wantonly overleaped' the boundaries of”
common sense, taste, and virtue! The poetical tale of
<+ Alonzo and- Imogene * seems to have been written pur-
posely to cherish: that depravity of taste which delights

- #n marvellous and chimerical romance. As a poem, it
has many beauties; though that tripping measure, with.
. the accent on every third syllable; seems ill adapted to
the-subject. 'This poem is a very proper companion for
Bruger’s Leonora; and Southey’s Old Woman riding post,
with the Devil. Indeed, they form a {rie unequalled
bx any writer, ancient. or modern.. '

Licentions novels, romances, and poems, may be com-.
. pared to.poisonous plants, which are cherished by the -
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same sun which ripens putritious grain ; and those judivi-
dualswhoareoapableofmhngshould’paue,and re-
ﬂectmththeputwhenspukmgoftbepen——-

¢ The sacred implement I now employ
May prove a mischief, or at best a toy ;
A trifle if it move but to amuse,

- Butif to wrong the judgment, or abuse,
‘Worse than'a ponmrd in the basest hand,
It stabs at once the morals of @ land !’

We can boast of living authors whose works will de-
light and instruct posterity. Far be it from the' candid
satirist to cherish for a° moment that unfounded pre-
judice, which would exalt the merit ‘of our ancestors by
the depreciation of contemporary penius; at the same
time it must be acknowledged with regret, that our most
estimable are not dlways our most popular writers—
Those authors who stoop to amuse the giddy throng at
the expence of their principles, are too often sudcessful ;
but stetling merit will sarvive such temporary produc-
‘tions, as the ever-green flourishes in perfennial beauty
amid the decays of surrounding vegetatiop.

Let not a passion for fame tempt the man of genius
“from thie path of rectitude into the wild regions of Ticen-
tious fancy. The task of an author is the most impor-

«®
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tant that can be inragined ;—it is lxis'duty to ameliorate
the morals of society: but errors disseminated by his
sedhuctive eloquence, may deprave thousands of intelli~
gent beings!—Let him reflect, that his most secret studies
are open to the eye of an omnipresent Creator, to whom
he must be accountable for the use he makes of his
. talents. Under this impression he will consecrate the
energies of his mind to Virtue, convinced that « It is al-
ways a writer’s duty to make the w orld better, and Jjustice
is a virtue independent on time and place.”

REVIEWERS.

He that rcfines the publioc taste is a public benefactor
Jounson.

/ Monthly Review.

"The most valuable work of periodical criticism which
this, or any other, nation has produced, is the Monthly
Review, which is evidently conducted on the most inde-
pendent principles. As moralists, the reviewers merit the
esteem of good men ; for though in a moment of vivacity
they may sanction the general laugh raised by the hu-
mourous déscription of Peter Pindar, yet they are neither
the abettors of licentiousnéss, bigotry, nor infidelity, -

N

-
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.. From their decisions, sanctioned by taste, it will be
daugerous to appeal, as is sometimes done, to the judg-
ment of a people whom they have so long amused and
Critical Review.

As astrenuous and successful defender of morality and
taste, the Critical Review is respectable and elegant. ‘The
strictares of its conductors are indeed of a graver cast
than those of the Monthly Review, which it seems, how-
ever, to excel in abstracted and metaphysical disquisition.
They have both been so long the coadjutors of science,
that we feel a similar veneration for their decisions which
a pupil does for those of his preceptor.

For neatly half a century this valuable review has given
criticisms on new publications, as they appeared in suc-
- -cession ; and although its pages have been accused of -
" (partiality to certain booksellers, yet the general tencur of

its criticisms will endure the scrutinising eye of the inves-
_tigator.—Alarmed by the animadversions of this review

‘- -on the.works of others, many a young author has paused

7. -in his progress towards absurdity : and by turniug into
- .the path of ‘propriety, smoothed. by criticism, he eventu-
ally-arrived at the temple of Fame, which would have
been inaccessible by apy other road. '
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Bnmh Cﬂtw.

‘This pubhcatlon has contnbuted to the rectification of
youthfal judgment when employed in classical pursuits.
Xt is to be regretted, indeed, that its pages have some-
times been subservient to prejudice. - Impartiality in a
review is, like generosity in an:individval, the most ex-
alted virtue ; but ' though this review has in some in-
stances decided with too much severity against writers of
opposite political and religious opinions, it has been a
formidable opponent to infidelity—a most eloquent and
puissant defender of Christianity. ' Tn this light, the
British Critic is entitled to the veneration of piots-men,
who, while they approve and admire the acuteness with
which sophistry is analised and confuted:in its pages,
will readily overlookits imperfections. - -

Antijacobin Reéview.

“This formidable adversary to innovators and theorists
of every description which militates against the. present
establishment in church and state, excites a mixture of
esteem and’ disapptobatien’ iii- inost unprejudiced read-
ers. 'The acrimory, nay, the” scurrility, with which it
satn‘ues democratical writers, is vinil&litin the extreme ;
and ‘more ‘frequently raises disgust, than emforces con-
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viction. Like Jupiter Tonans, the reviewer hurls his
thunderbolts at the head of epposition.

It would be absurd to expect impartial criticism frem
a publication apparently devoted ta a party. Ewven its
very denomination bears evidence of its end and aimn.—
Its pages abound with energetic and elaborate investiga-
tions of political werks, and when disposed to bestow
approbation, the critic can do it with a good grace..

'The Antijacobin Review has' encountered immorality
and impiety with. considerable success in its honourable
warfare against vice: it deserves the good wishes and the
aid of every virtuousmind; and where politics are mot
mentioned,, perhaps no periodical work is better adapted
to the improvement of youth,, in the principles of sound
morality. .. Ever vigilant, and jealons of innovation, its
editor, like the augel with the fiery sword, guards that
Tree of Life, the doctrine of Divine Revelatmn, and
discontfits its enemies.

This “ literary censor” has successfully opposed the
invoads of the rew philosophy ; and though he has some-
times attacked the Monthly Reviewers in a very ithberal
manner, yet there .is a coincidence in their reprobation
.of German drames and French infidelity.
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And now, most awful cénsors, as the author has
&frankly published his opinion of your merit, he entreats
you to censure or praise his work so as to make an im-

pression on your readers. Do not, O venerable arlmers
‘of our tastel

¢ Damn with faint praise.”

No, rather condescend to call this volume nonsensi-
cal, stupid, illiberal, or any other epithet of blame in
your ecritical vocabulary. On your decision, * most
potent, grave, and reverend seigniors,” depends its
success. Look down with complacency from your sub-
lime situation, where, like the fabled gods on Olympus,
you sit enthroned amid the thunder-clouds of science,
-and behold the struggles of an Observer in this bustling
scene below ; analyse his publication. with the generosity
of Britons, and do not assassinate his happiness with -

that empoisoned stiletto of literature—a pen dxppedl
the tincture of gall,
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* ——'To hold as *twere theé mirror up to Natute; to shew
Virtut her owh feature; Scdrn, her ownimage:;; and the very

age and body of the Time, his form and pressure. .
SHAKSPEARE.

' Among the numerous advantages bestoyed on civilised
nations by tifeart of printing, newspapers have long formed
an excellent mediym of universal mteu;geqce. Before
the establishment of these paper wercuries, tlie gene;
rality of mankind continued in.a. state of ignorance res-
pecting each other, and the globg whmh they inhabited,
excepting the vague knowledge commumcated by tbe
imperfect accounts of travellers. "

. nay be able to form some idea of the indi s+
. lity of newspapers, et us only consider the
ir circulation ; their useful corhmunications
ommerce, polltxcs, new discoveries in the

" nces, improvements in agriculture, and ad-
of new publications. In this point of view,

said to convey information conducive tothe

f the social body, as the blood circulates -
animal for the invigoration of its members.

Advertisements on different subjects not only amuse
but instruct the reader : but in this respect, it must be
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acknowledged that many of our public pnnts disseminate
pernicious intelligence. Falsé attestations in favou” of
nostrums often disgrace their columns ; and the modesty”
" of the reatfer is sometlmes offended by meetmg adver-
tisements "by which assignations and intrigues afe carried
on under fictitious names, This is the more reprehen-
sible, as we often in the next column find a spiritéd and
well-timed satire on some recent immoral transaction.

Thus,, like.every other human institution, ‘our"pu.blit,:
prints are tingtured with imperfe(:tion, though of general
utility ;. as the same fertile soil is at once productive of
nutritious grain and poisonous plants Till the leolsla-
ture shall deem it _proper to suppress quackery, the edi-
tors of our journals will accept money from empirics fop
“the publication of their advertisements.

Our newspapers exhibit a lively and interesting view
of the busy and the gay world-; nor are the ridiculous
freaks of fashion overlboked by news-writers.  The-foi-
bles of the vain and the great are commonly too light to
'he corrected by seriousadmonitions from the putpit; and
too évanescent to allow the satirist time to- attack them
in a volume ; but our epbemeral gensors, like eagles-on
the wing, instantly perceive and  pursue their quarry,
"which is seldom able to elude or sumve tnclr grasp. A



newspaper is indeed a tremendous inquisitorial instrument,
" and the most abandoned ‘character in high life would
tremble at the idea of being publicly exposed through its
magnifying medium. By them we obtain general ideas
of the state of the civilised world ; affecting ineidents
which exhibit new views of human nature; and the per-
petual vicissitudes of the nations of the earth.

Newspapers are confessedly the best vehicles of poli-
tical information, and as such will ever be highly prized
in all free countries. Their suppression might therefore
be considered as a preliminary step towards despotism;
for it is a well-authenticated fact, that among those un-
happy nations subjugated by tyranny, newspapers are
either nnknown, or those in circulation are under the in-
ﬁuenee of the crown.

In free countries, the case is happily differenit. Here
newspapers become important and of general utility.
The report of the day may sometimes be artfully raised
by stock-jobbers, and ¢ven the defamation of individuals
may defile the-press ; but such rumours and slanders are

soon superseded by the authoritative investigation of
truth. ’

‘Whoever suspects that newspapers are not. the best re-
'vxlstcrs of facts relative to the progress of civilization,




201

arts, and sciences, would do well to enquire whence the
mnaterials of our annals are supplied, which furnish the
historian with a regular series of interestings facts ar-
ranged in chronological order 1—certainly from news-
papers. Thus a combination of materials collected
from the quarry, the mine, and the forest, in the hands
of a skilful architect, is reared into a magnificent temple
that will endure for ages.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

Dare to bave sense yourselves ; assert the stage,
Be justly warm'd with your own native rage :
Such plays alone should wia a British ear,

As Cato's self had not disdain’d to hear.

PorE.

" Public amusements, especially those ‘of the Drama,
are peculiarly calculated to give us an insight into the
snanners and taste of a nation; as comedies are often
satires on existing follies, and from the tenour of popular
tragedies we may trace the refinement of the passions.
Even farees and pantomimes are not to be overlooked, as
they generally exhibit caricatures of the fashionable fri-
volities.of the day.
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Theatric exhibitions present 5o many gratifications to
the mind, that they will ever be favourites with a polished
people. The eye is delighted with a variety of gracefal
forms decorated in characteristic dresses, and displaying
the affecting gestures of passien, or the more pleasing
agility and grace of motion in the sprightly dance ; the
ear is.charmed with the harmony of vocal and instrumen-
tal music : the magic influence of sympathy pervades the
mind in unjson with the dignified woe of the tragic muse,
or the animating sallies of Thalia provoke irresistible
mirth. To these charms may be superadded the inte-
resting variety of graceful forms and animated counte-
nances of the audience, while appropriate scenery and the
splendour of taper-light give the whole an air of gaiety
and pleasure. . )

With all thesg attractions, however, it is questionable
whether the stage has not contributed to immorality.
Under proper regulations it would, as the poet has de-
Scnbed 1t be a pow erful monitor—

v “ To wake the soul by tender strokes ofart,
' To'mend the genius, and inform the heart;
.. % To make mankind in corscious virtue bold,.
Live o’er each sceue, and be what they behold.””




Bat a candid enquiry will convince us that our most
papular plays have a ‘pernicious effect on the mind,
Shakspeare’s best tragedies, Othello, Hamlet, and Richgrd
the Third, containseveral indecent passages and allugions;
at once puerile and obsceme. Those digtates of lewd wi
were wriften to gratify the infant taste of the Eoglish
nation ; but'now, when it has copfessedly attained matys;.

rity, letusreject such passageswhich have a much greater
affinity.to dulness, than the idolizersof the Avonian bard
would admit. '

The recent introduction of the German drama may he .
considered as a phenomenon in the world of dissipatians
That the good sense of the. English nation should tamely -
suhmit to this revolution of taste, is altogether inexpli-.
cable. ' : - - :

When the ‘Stranger was. introduced”to the public;
mai'ly of our fair damnes welcomed him to this hospitahle
metropolis. Their sympathy for the poar adultress, so
ably defended by Kotzebue, was a striking proof of their
sensibility :—¢ A fellow-feeling thakes' one wondrous
kind :” and from the recent instances of crim. ¢on. it
may be conjectured, that the system of our male and fe&
male misogamists is daily obtaining new proselytes! * -
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* AsKotzebue eloguently pleaded the cause of the adul-
‘tress in The Stranger, so in his Natural Son (or as it has
Seen styled by an English play-wright, his Lovers’ Vows)
‘he bas placed a kind unwedded fair-one in an equally
‘affecting and amiable point of view. The Noble Lie,
written by the same dramatist, is another proof of the
felicity of his invention in the extenuation of guilt.

1t has been asserted, and with truth, that though onr
modern comedies are inferior in humour to those of Con-
greve and Farquhar, they are more chaste and delicate
in sentiment. The obscene allusion, the impious witti-
«ism, and indecent gesture, are gradually vanishing from
the English stage ; yet enough remaius to deserve the
animadversions of the moralist. Indeed, with all enr
boasted refinement, the morality of our theatres seems to
consist in varnishing the baggard face of vice with cos-
metics. Their purity, like the cleanliness of our fashion-
able belles, is not the removal of dirt, hut the puttmg it
-artfully on as a beautifier |

. Some dramatic writers complain of the neglect of ma-
nagers ; but if we may judge from thase rejected pieces
which have been published by the anthors, there is litle
reason to regret the fastidiousness of theatrical criticism,
as probably most of the plays which have been refused
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werxe unworthy of npmentntnon. " Let it be remembered

too©, that some of the managers are men of acknowledged . ™
geuius; and it is but reasonable that they should give

thfeir own producuons the preference.

Wxth respect to the actors and actresses of tbe princi-
ypal theatres, several of them possess considerable talents,
‘but one general defect is, their apparent consciousness of ~
prerforming in the presence of an audience. This gives
them an affectéd air in different characters and situations,
while it destroys that pleasing illusion which onght to
predominate in the mind of the spectater.—Another de-
fect is, the profusion of paint which they use. In their

dress too, the actresses are censurable for a liberal dis-
play of person, which occupies too much of the specta-
tor’s imagination. Modern pantolmmes are reprehensi-
ble in several respects; for though the frolics of Harle-
quin and Columbine display a most pleasing variety of

_ motion, the appearance of giants, bears, pumps emitting
flame, &c. are ridiculous and puerile. . . ..

An absurdity in the audience, especially those in the
galleries, is the requiring a song to be repeated, of which,
from the distance, they cannot understand a single syl-
lable. . All that un actress has to do on this occasion, is
to q@e forward, and articulate a variety of musical.
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sounds, accompaniéd with a smife, and a gracefal atti-
. tude. She may save herself the trouble of expressing
one word. Were a favourite singer to make thie experi-
ment, she would. not only receive plaudits, but hear the
exhilarating encore resounded from the celestial regions;
and on a repetition of the tune, she might rely on being
dismissed with the loudest plaudits of those excellent
critics ! .

Having paid onr respects to the two principal theatres,
thenext .in gradation is the summer theatre, which iscer-
-tainly conducted with considerable ability and address.
To enumerate the defects, or expatiate on the merits of
- the pieces represented there, would be almost a nepetz-
-tion of what has already been said, excepting that itis
-more peculiarly devated to Thalia, and of course light
-and airy productions are generally represented In
many instances during the last season, wit and humeur
- twere.happily combined for. the amusement of the town ;
but some of the -after-pieces were deﬁcxgpg, in every

respect.

- .- Whatever be the present defects of, our theatres, still
-they furnish the most rational .and elegant of all amuse-
-ments to-the public ;. - and. though they may have a ten-
. deticy to ¢ffeminize, they at the same time MMW the
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haeart.. The abelition of theatric exhibitions woald ren-

dex men more unsocial, illiberal, and rude. To use the

wwords of an elegant author, “ If men of wit who write
fox the stage would turn their thoughts upon exciting

such good natural impulsés gs are in the audience, but
mre choaked up by vice and luxury, they would not only
please, but befriend us at the same time,” Hence it is
evident, that the representation of immoral dramas must
be injurious to public happiness, while the display of
Virtue in her native loveliness would engage the adinira-
tion, and purify the heart of the spectator..

Itglian Opera.

Almost every rank of society participates the amuse-
ments of the theatres and pubﬁc gardens ; but the Ita-
lian Opera is almost excluswely ‘appropriated to the no-
bility. It would be a happy circumstance indeed for the
rest of the community, did persons of quality engross all
other frivolous and expenslve amusements, such as routs,
nmsquerades, and pnvate theatricals, wh:cl: by a most
absurd passion for imitation, several of our mercbants

and tmdesmens wives and chnldren have pursued with
frantic eagemess.

The sum of two hundred guineas, or ’quardsﬁ; amu-
ally subscribed by several of the nobility for a box-at the -
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Opera-house, where, together with their wives and daugh-
ters, they are contented to assemble twice s week to en-
Joy sweet sounds ;—sense is-out of the question. The
affectation of a knowledge of Italian assumed by this re-
fined audience ; the exstacy to which. they are appa-
rently raised by dulcet airs ; and the pleasure they seem
to feelat the convolutions and contortions of the dancers,
are childish and ridiculous.

From the ardour with which some of our titled coun-
trymen patronise this exotic species of amusement, we
might imagine that their mansions were infested by the
tarantula, and that they were obliged to resort to music
as a remedy for its bite. But the truth is, much more
dangerous diseases invade their repose :—remorse for
time and treasure mispent ; splenetic vapours generated
by luxury ; and the imbecility of indolence, require the
temporary anodyne of music. ¥ ’

The patronage which this f_:ivofous amusement has re-
ceived in this country during the last century, affordsa
sufficicnt proof, that obstinacy, combined with wealth,
is sometimes invincible. Satirists bave in vain ridiculed
this preposterous waste of time and money ; for, like
ofher hereditary diseases of some of the great, a depraved
taste seems to have descended from sire to son.
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Masguerades.

The heart distrusting asks if this be joy.

GovrpsMITH.

A masquerade may be denominated the principal fes-
“tival of licentiousness. There Pleasure presides;—
<< That reeling goddess with a zoneless waist ;”—and
-Jeading the young, the gay, and the dissolute, into her
favourite recesses, she bids them revel in delights, una-
abashed by the scrutinising eye of Decency, who is ex-
cluded from a participation of those inchanting orgies.






21t

APPENDIX.
A

don and Nature link’d the &ene;al frame,
And bade sclflove and. socinlbe the sime.
Poee.

Trowm flfe foregoing sketch of the present state of
London, it must be evident, that there are defects in its
police, which nothing less than legislative wisdom and
aathotity can reetify.  Ouf moral bedy requirey an al-
Zerative rather than a esrréctive i—ax asntidote agamst
tlie poison of vice, instead of an opiate to increase its lo-
thargy. Humanily éntreats the.prevention of offences,
~whieh; if ebatmitted, jostice must punish, wud even mercy
must: not spare.

How often-le e all; it ‘momeits wheti ourmatural
beneficence predeminates, féel a fervent desire to comtri-
bate tb the eomfert of the miscrable, and.a phileathro-
pie atdour to -promete tite universal Lappiness f man-
kind !—A generous and sympathising wish that ‘th¢re
was no misery in the world ! How naturally do we par-

‘Hetpate the joys -uid the sottows of flidde arourd us,
‘Y that exquiite sytipathy itnplaited: in tado, by the
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Divine Being ! Let us cherish those generous, tliose god-
like propensities, by obedwnco to the dictates of benevo?
lence ; by theallevxatmnofhumnmuery and the
steady practice of that justice and charity, which will in
the end exalt our * self-Jove to social, to divire.”

Under these impressions, the author begs leave to pre-
sent the following hints to the reader’s consideration ;
and if they should, even in the smallest degree, contri-
" bute to the amelioration of society, he shall think that he
has not lived, or written, in vain,

1. The punishment of seduction.—At present this vio-
lation of social happiness is rather promoted than pre-
~ vented : for as ‘the only penalty is pecuniary, some de-

praved beings have been tempted to connive at the dis-
honour of their female. relatives, from the desire to profit
by it !—Hence the necessity of a more severe law; sup-
pose the infliction of the pillory, and solitary iniprison-
ment for a limited time. This would undoubtedly deter
many a brutal debauchee from a pursuit the most perni-
cious to the populatlon, health, and morals, of the peo-
-ple ; for seduction is genenlly the precursor of pros-
- titution.

2 As’ a preventive of female inisery, a public Building '

might be appiopriated for the reception of mzjd-servants
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out.of place, where they might be supplied with needle-

-work, the manufacture of fans, gloves, artificial flowers,
&c. which might be disposed of to shopkeepers. This
institution would contribute to the welfare of many a
beautiful and virtuous young woman.

3. The institution of several asylums for prostitutes.
It is a well-known and melancholy fact, that the present
limited receptacles for those unhappy beings are inade-
quate. Without exaggeration, we may venture to esti-
mate the number of prostitutes in this capital at ten
thousand ; and their disconsolate and friendless state
renders them particularly worthy of commisseration.
The feeling heart shudders with sympathy, and amourn-
ful sensation, nearly allied to despondency, fills the bo-
som of the passenger, who nightly beholds. these poor
victims of seduction stand shivering, and exposed to the
inclemency of the wintry atmosphere. Sometimes, where
a group of them stand together, vociferating ‘obscene
.expressions, responding hysteric fits of laughter, or as-
suming an air of gaiety, and humming songs which once
_amused their days of innocence, the querulous voiee of
woe is heard amid their feeble affectation of jollity, and
the starting tears ofanguish roll down those cheeks which
once bloomed with health, but are now hollow with dis-
case, and florid with the tints of art. Wére those poor,
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fhose Bedufiul Stitcints of soiety, réckifined, they iight
yet becottie as they were iitended by the Giver of alt
good—the ditianients of the comimniity. Let thié pls-
Bathropist only refiéct ot the tational advantage which
might be derived from the restoration of so gréat a noss-
ber of our fellow-creatures to the paths of virtue ! Let

Eitm consider fhe accession of heppiness and increase of
' popiltion, in conséquence of ten thousamd young wo-
iiter being reclaimed from vice, -bappily married, and
Cherishin a numerous and healthy offspring. Does met
the hunian Bosom swell and palpitate with an earnest
wish to facilitate this grand and imporfamt nationdl
benefit?

4. A house of indusiry for convidds, mszaad of baniik-
‘sentt—The utdny of such an institution is too obviows
‘to'reyuite any itlustration.

3. "The total suppression of pawnﬁrot:ers, did the
“abolition of state-lottéries.

6: Limitation of taverns dnd alchoses—Yt appests
'ft there are upwards of five thoisand alehousés ini this
‘¢apifal; dud that mahy of thét are kept by immotal chs-
tatfers. On the other hind, séveral worthy inen obtain
& conifortable livelthood, by vetiding beer, ate, &ec. thid

KY

bd
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publichapses are mm byt m:aww |
half the presns. ppher mauld be yfficient, while the
suppression of those mest ohiectiomable wonld nramete

sehristy and ipdustry among the labosiane divees of the

7. Jtiwould he p glarigw act af peneficsgce ip fhe
Ymperisl parlinmest, 4p Aothosiee dhe detarometioner
Jermrpvements s 49d atilk mave worthy of dhir pumd-
GeRce tocnagt adaw for the Bpliing dows 295 abpilsing
xany,of these Sishy Jangs and coprts, o difisrent.pars
«of the canitpl, whege vice:is pow danght with Assmatic
and fatal acenmy- Bt e benevlent deglato cap-
Slescend to xesaie hongands.of aur fellow-cxpatuses (o
those dens of immorality, from which, Jike she progeny
of death and sin, they issue to infest the community, till
the arm of the law arrests their dire career. In order to
render such a measure truly and permanently efficacious,
it would be necessary to take up all the beggars, and con-
vey them from their present wretched hovels to recepta-
cles where they might end -thejr days pnpeao; “Fheir
children might be taken under the protection of govern-
ment, and educated %0 as to qualify them for an indus-
trious progress through life. Bysuch regulations, delin-
quencies would gradually diminish ; a sufficient degree
of knowledge would enable those miserable children who
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%
‘are now initiated in the mysteries of fraud, to appreciate
the only true source of contentment and health—the
pursuit of some handicraft art—which would enable them
‘to realise an honest livelihood. Fer, howevér question-
able it may appear to such misanthropic philosophers s
Mandeville, man is naturally an active, intelligent, and '
‘vimgbus being ; to suppose the reverse is an indirect
imputation of fmperfection in the omniscient Creator,
‘who undoubtedly made all things very good ! At the
same time it must be acknowledged, that the influence of
evil example is but too powerful over the untaught mind.
Happiness is the natural wish of the human heart ; but -
while the vicious pursue it in self-gratification, the virtu-
* ous find it in the regulation of the passions, and the prae-
tice of beneficence.

J. ‘Agg, Printer, Bristol.
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