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A ADVERTISEMENT,

fitvation in the two firft letters gave
an air of fiction to the real incidents
in the reft of the work, he has now
reftored thofe two letters to their ori
ginal form, ‘




ADVERTISEM

THI. late Revolution in
been confidered as a pr
erroneous idea of the fent
French nation on the fu
vernment, is conveyed in
It ought to be rememt
ver, that the Pirft Editior
the year 1779, between w
year of the Revolution, 1
as long an interval as th
nations of a more fteady ¢
the French, have change
- tical fentiments and cond:
A traveller who paffed
gland in the year 1649,
very different account of
bias of political epinion,
would be given by anoth
in the fame country at th
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Reftoration ; and yet both accounts
might be juft. '

~ What a very oppoﬁte turn did the
national fentiment on the fubje& of
,Goverhme-nt again take towards the
end of the reign of Charles the Second,

when Ruffel and Sidney fuffered ; and i

afterward, when the feeds of liberty,
which thofe patriots had fown, came to
‘ maturity, and produced the Revolution.
Opinions, as well as manners, are con-

tinually varying; all that an obferver

can do, is to catch them Jving as they

rife, and defcribe them as they are ; not

* as they will be when they alter, or die.

Thofe who are acquainted with what

the prevalent manners and opinions of

the French were, when thefe Letters

firft appeared, will perhaps do the Au-

thor the juftice to fay, the view he has
given Is pretty accurate.

But France had not then formed an
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ADVERTISEMENT. il

alliance with America; French armies
and fleets, fraught with American opi-
nions, and zealous to diffufe them, had
not returned to their native country ;
nor did the Author forefee their in-
fluence, when firengthened by thofe
writings on Government, which iffaed
from the French prefs about the fame
time, with a freedom unknown before.

Although he could not forefee thofe
combined caufes, nor their effects, yet
no man_would have had more fatif-
fa&ion in a view of the deftruction of
defpoti{m in France, and in the hope
that a fair and rational fyftem of free-
dom would be eftablifhed in a country
fo rich in tafte, fo fertile in fancy, and
which had fo long fuffered from the
complicated oppreffions of its’ govern-
ment. This fentiment, it is natural to
think, he has in common with thofe



Viii ADVERTISEMENT.

kiberal - minded inbabitants of this
ifland, who have a juft fenfe of the
blefling of a free government; a blef-
fing wrefted, by the per{evering efforts
of their anceftors, from the relucient
hands of tyranny.

That to rejoice in the overthrow of a
neighbouring ftruéture of defpotifm,
" implies in Britith fubje&s a wifh to in-
jure that wellspoifed fabric of freedom,
raifed by the wifdom and cemented by
the blood of their anceftors, is an idea
which can arife ‘only in the brain of
deotifm, and be only promulgated by.
the tongue of malevolence. :

- With regard to thofe {cenes of in-
joftice, horror, and barbarity, that have
of latebeen a&ted in France, and which
difgrace the name of freedom, and re-
volt the heart of humanity, it is hoped
there is but one fentiment in Britain and
Ireland. : *




" TO HIS GRACE

DOUGLAS,

’ 3 . .
Dukeof HamiLron and BRANDON,

.Marquis of Dovetr4s, etc.

MY LORD DUKE,

Airaovaexn etabhhed pracice.
might, aa. this .occafion, juflify my
holding » langpage to your Grace
which { never before ufed, yet you
bave nothing of that kiad te fear ; it
is as inconfiftent with my difpofition
- to offer adulation, as k is ceatrary to
yours to defire it.—Nor does this ad-
drels proceed from a vain belief that
the luftre of your name will difpofe

a¥
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tne Public to wink at the blemifhes

_of my performance. The higheft titles
do not {creen €ven’ thof¢ to whom
they belong from contempt, when their
perforial charaers are contemptible ;
far lefs can they fhelter the dulnefs or
folly of others.

I am prompted to offer this View of
Society and Manners to your Grace,
by fentiments of the moft fincere efteem
and attachment ; and, exclufive of all
confiderations of that nature, it is pre-

. fented with peculiar propriety to you,
as no other perfon has had equal op-
portunities of knowing how far the

. objeéts it comprehends are juft, and

- faithfully drawn from nature.

Some. perhaps may imagine, that I
~ thould have difplayed more prudence




DEDICATION. x1

in offering this work to a lefs competent
judge; but I am encouraged in my
defire of prefixing your Name to
thefe imperfe& fketches, by the fond
perfuafion, that nobody can be more
inclined to afford them the indulgence
of which I am fenfible they ftand in fo
much need.

T have the honour to be, with the
moft refpectful and cordial regard,

YOUR GRACE’s

Moft obedient, and
obliged Servant,

THE AUTHOR.
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SOCIETY AND MANNERS,

LETTER L
Paris.
I was greatly difappointed by your not
comifig to town, as you intended, having been
for fome time impatient to inform yow of -
what paffed between your young friead —
and me ; | velied till the mowment of our de-
parture on having an opportunity of doing.
this perfonally, Since our arrival at Paris
my time has been taken wp with cerwin ine
difpenfable arangements for the Duke of. .
Hamilton, -and | mew feige: the firk occas
L, 1. . ry

.
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fion of communicating the whole to you,
in the only manner at prefent in my power.
You will remember the uneafinefs you
once expreflad to me on accoumt of that
gentleman’s propenfity to gaming, and of
the inconveniencies to which he had been
put by fome recent loffés ; you will alfo re~’
member the refolutions” which, in confe-
quence of your requeft, he formed againft
play ; but you have yet to learn, that he re-
" fumed the dice before the month was ended
in which he had determined never to tounch
them more, and concluded one unfortu-
naté night, by throwing away a fum far
exceeding any. of his- former loffes. E
"+ Afhamed of his weaknefs, he' carcfully
concealed his misfortune from yow, and
thereby has been fubjected to fome diftref- -
fes of 2 more mortifying nature than any
he had formerly felt. :
: ' What thocked him moft, was a circums<
flance which will not greatly aftonith you
— the indifference which many, who' call
themfelves his friends: fhiewed at his fitua- -




¥ o 3
tion, -and the ‘coldnéfs with which they ex.
cufed themfelves “frém miking any attempts
to. relieve him from kis difficultics. Seve-
ral to- whom he had advanced confiderable
fams in the days of his geod fdrtune, de-
clared a ‘perfect inability of repaying any
part.of their debt; they told fome fad tale
of an  unforéfecn: accident, which had put
that-entirely out of their power for the pre-
fent ; yet ene of thefe unfortunate gentle-
men, the fame evening that he refufed to
repay our friend, loft double the fum,
every farthing of wwhich *he actuaﬂy paid in
ready mency.

Mr. —'s expeQations from -thofe re-
fources-having in a great meafure failed, he
applied to Mr. P— in the City, who fupplied-
him with money a legal intereft, fufficient
to clear all his debts, for which he hasgran- -
ted him a mortgage on his eftate, — While -
our young - friend informed me of all this,’
he declared, that' the remorfe he felt on the
recollection of his follv was infinitelv

greater than any pleafure he had ‘ever expos'
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rienced friem the utmoft fuccefs; He exs
prefled, at the fame time, a firong fenfe of

olligation te yog and’ te me, for our en< "
deavours to wean liim from the habit of

gaming, regretted that they had not been

fooner fucceGful, but was happy to find,

that he fill had enough left to enable him

to live in a decent manncr, agreable to a

plan of cecanomy which he bas laid down,

and to which be is xefolved to adbere till the

" morigage is relieved, * I have now (added

he in a foleran-manner) formed an wltimate

refolution againfl ganging for the reft of my

Jife; if I ever deviate from this, yeu have a

vight to-confider me as devoid of manly

firmnefsasd truth, unworthy of your friende
fhip, and the weakeft of mortals.”

. Notwithftanding the 'young gentlersan’s -
failure op a former occafion, yet the jufé
refle@ions he made on his paft condu, and
the determined manner in which he fpoke,
give me great hapes. that he will keep his
prefent- refolution. — To him I feemed ful» °
ly perfuaded: of this, and ventured to fay,
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that T could fearcely regret his lat ran of
bad luck, which had operated fo blefled an
effect; for he who has the vigour to difen-
tangle himfelf from the fnares of deep play,
_at the expence of half his fortune, and with
his characer entire, may on the whole be
eftcemred a fortunate man. 1 therefore ine
fifted ftrongly on the wifdom of his plan,
“which 1 contrafted with the ufilal determi-
" pation of thofe who have been unlucky &t
- play. Without fortitade to retrench their
_expences, or bear their firft misfortunes,
they can only bring themfelves the length
.of refolving torenounce gaming as foon as they
Shall vegainwhat they bavelsff ; and imagining
they have ftill a claim to the money which
is now in the pockets of others, becaufe it
was once in their own, they throw away
their whole fortune in fearch of an inconfis
‘derable part, and finifh by being completely
ruined, becaufe they could not fupport a
_fmall inconvenience. I pointed out, how
infinitely more honourable it was to depend
for repairing his fortune on his own good

-
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“fenfe and’ perfeverance, than on the revole—
{tiops of chance; which, even if they thould
.be favourable, could only re-eftablith him at-
- the expence of others, moft ‘probably of
thofe who had ‘no. hand in occafioning -his
loffes. His infeparable companion — —
.entered while I was in the middle of my
. harangue. Qur friend, who had previoufly.
acquainted hia with his. detcrmmanon of*
senouncing gaming, endeavoured to prevul
on that gentleman to adopt the fame mea-
fure, but in vain. — — laughed at his pro-.
pofal, faid,  he was too eafily terrified;
that one tolerable run of gaod fortune wou!d
setrieve his affairs; that my fears about ruin .
were mere bugbears; that the word ruin,
like cannon charged with powdcr, _had anj
alarming found, but was. attended with no
danger ; that if the worft {hould happen, I
<ould but be ruined ; which. was only being
in the fame fituation witl fome of the moﬁ .
fathionable people in the nation.” ;
‘He then enumerated many inftances of .

thofe who lived as well as the wealthie@

L
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men in.England, and yet every body proi
nounced them rained. . ¢ There is Charkés
Fex, added he; a man cemplictely ruined ;
yet beloved by: his: friends, and admired by

his country as much as ever”

To this fine reafoning 1 replied, * That
the lofs of fortane could not min Mr,
Fox; that if nobody had been influenced
by that gentleman’s example, except thofe
who poffefled his genius, his turn for play
would never hurt one man in the kingdom ;
but that thofe who owed their importance
folely to theif fortune, ought not to rifk
it fo wantonly as he might do, whofe
fortune had always been of little impor-
tance, when compared with his abilities ;
and fince they could not imitate Mr. Fox
in ‘the things for which he was fo juftly
applduded, they ought not to follow his .

example in thofe for which he was as
juftly condemned; for the fame fire which
" burns a piece of wood to athes, can only
melt a guinéa, which flill setains its ims
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trinfic valve, though his Majefly’s coumtenarier

w0 longer fhines on'it.”’ ‘

A - did not feem to relith my
argument, and foon after.left us; but oat
young friend feemed confirmed ‘in his refo-
lutions, and gave me  frefh affurances, the
day on which I.left Loudon, that he never
would vary.

. Knowing the intereft you take in his

: wclfare, and the high eftcem he has for
you, I have thought it right to give this
piece of mformatson, which I know will
afford you pleafure, His greateft difficulty

- in adhenng to the new adopted plan wil}

be at firft ; in his prefent ftate of mind, the

foothmgs and fupport of fnendfhlp may be
of the greatel fervice.

When your affairs permit yon to go to
London, I dare fay you will take the earlieft
opportunity of threwing yourfelf in his
way You will find no difficulty in. pcrfuad.
ing him to accompany you to the country;
Removed for fome months from his prefen
companions and ufual Jounging places, the
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fnfluence of his old habits will gradually
diminith ; and, confirmed by your conver-
fation, {mall chance will remain of his being
fucked into the old fyftem, and again whirled
round in the vortex of diffipation and
gaming,

LETTER IL

, . Pariss
Youit fetting out for London immes
diately on the receipt of my letter, Is what

might have been expected. — Nothing ren-
" ders a man fo altive as an eager defire of
doing good ; and I might have forefeen
that you would catch at the opportunity
with which I farnithed you to mdulge a
ruling paffion,

It gives me great fatisfaltion to know,
that our young fnend and you are upon

a? o
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fuch a confidential footing ; and [ hcam]y
hopc that nothing will interrapt a connec-

tion which manft be a fource of pleafing

refleftion ta you, and: in every way advan-
tageons to. him. —I had. no. doubt that he
would readily agree to accompany you te
the country ; but I was not fo.certain that
he might not have found it neceffary to
accept of your other very f¥iendly propofal..
~ His refufal is a proof, that he has recon-
ciled his mind to his circumftances ; and
with thofe fentiments, I am convinced that
he will be able to live within his remaining

yearly income with more fatjsfalion than
" he enjoyed whcn he fpent five times that
fum. )

You.mﬁﬁ fo much on my writing to you
zegularly, from the different places where I
may refide during my abfence from England,
that I begin to believe you are in earneft,
and’ fhall certainly obey your commands.

1 know you do not expe® from me a
minute account of churches and' palaces.
However agreeable shefe may be to the
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fpe&ator, they generally afford but 2 flen-
der. entertainment when ferved up in de~
fcription.

There are counmes. fome of which I may
again vifit before mv return te England,
whofe appearance always ftrikes the eye
with delight ; but it is difficult to convey a
precife idea of their beauties in words. The
pencil is a more powerful vehicle than the
pen for that purpofe; for the landfcape is-
apt to vanifh from the mind before the de-
[cnptlon can be read.

The manners, cuftoms, and charalers
of the people may probably farnith the
chief materials- in the correfpondence you
exadt, with fuch. refleCtions as may arife
from' the fubje®. In thefe, I appnfe you
Before-hand, I' fhall take -what latitude I
pleafe : and though the complemon of my’
Jetters may moft probably receive fome tint:
or thade of colouring from. the country’
where they may be wrote yet if 1 take’
it into my-head to infift on the Jittle tricks;

of an attorney,. when you: expe@-to hear of: -
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the politics of a prime minifter; or, if ¥
tell you a tale about an old woman, wherx
you are impatient for anecdotes of a great
“general, you muft not fret or fall into a
paffien ; for if you do not permit me to
write on what fubjefs I pleafe, and treat
them in ‘my own way, the correfpondence
you require would become a fad flavery
.to me, and of confequence no amufement
to you. Whereas, if you leave me free
and unreftrained, it will at leaft form fome
occupation to myfelf, may wean me from
the habit of lounging, and will afford an
excufe, m mj own mind, for my ledving
thofe parties of pleafure where people are
. apt to continue, forcing fmiles and yawning
fpontaneoudly for two or three hours after
all relith is fled.

Yet in this difmal condition many remain
night after night, becaufe the hour of fleep
is not yet arrived; — and what elfe can
they do? R '

Have you never found yourfelf in this
liftlefs fituation ? Without -any pleafute
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where you are, without any motive to be
gone, you femain in a kind of paffive,
gaping oyfter-ftate, till the tide of the
Tompany moves you to your carriage. And
when you recover: your refle€tion in your
bed-chamber, you find you have paffed
the two -laft hours in a kind of humming
buzzing {tupor, without fatisfaltion, or
ideas of any kind,

I thank you for your offer of Dupont.
Knowing your. regard for himg and-his
dexterity and intelligence in the fcience of
valet-de-chambrefhip, I fee the full force of
the facrifice you are willing to make. I
1 could be fo felfith on. another occafion as
to accept your offer, the good-will I bear to
your old friend John would prevent me at
prefent. Dupont, to be fure, is worth
twenty " of John for that employment:
but T can never forget his long attachment,
‘and T am now fo habiteated .to him, that
one generally efteemed a more perfe®
fervant would not fuit me fo well. I think
mylelf bencfited even by his deficiencies,
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which have obliged me to do many things
for myfelf that other people perform by
the hands of their fervants, Many of our
acquaintances feem abfolutely incapable of
motion, till they have bcen wound up by
their valets. They have no more ufe of
their hands for any office about their own
perfons, than if they were paralytic. At
might they muft wait for their fervants,
Before they can undtefs themfelves, and go
to bed': in the morning, if the valet happens
to be out of the way, the mafter muft remain.

helplefs and fprawling in bed, like a turtle .
on ‘its back upon the kitchen-table of an: -

- alderman..
¥ remain, &ec..

’-—*—-—.

"LETTER IE
ioh Paris.
I went a féw_mg ts fince to the Italian
Comedy ; while' J enjoyed the exquifite

.
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naiveté of my old friend Carlin, the Marquis
" de F——, whom you have feen at London,
" entered the box -—=He flew to me with
all the vivacity of aFrenchman, and with
every mark of pleafure and regard. He
had ten thoufnd' queftions to afk about
his friends in England all in one breath,
and  without waiting for an anfwer, Mon
cher ami this, ma clidre amie t'otHer ;:
Ja belle fucht a- one, la- charmante fach.
another. ’

Perceiving we difturbed the campany,.
and  having. no hopes that the Marquis.
would’ be more quiet for fome time, L
propofed leaving the Comedy. He aflented:
immediately : — Vous avez raifon:.il n'y.
a pefonne- ici; c’eft un défert—(by the
way the houfe: was very, much crowded)—-
Je fuis venu comme vous voyez en po-
liffion ; —tout le monde eft au Coliffée—-
Allons.—We fiepped. into his. vis-d-vis:
He- ordered the coachman to drive vite
comeie tous les djables.. The hotfes weng.
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as faft as they. could, and the Marquis’s
tongue {till fafter than they.

When we arrived, 1 propofed going
up to the gallery, where we might fee
the company below, and converfe without

“interruption; Bon, fays he, nous nous
nicherons dans un'coin pour critiquer tout
le monde, comme deux diables boiteux.

A lhdy of a fine fhape and majeftic air
drew my attention: I afked the Marquis
if he did riot think her remarkably hand-
fome ?}~L4, La, faid he, coldly.«~Nous
fommes heureufement placés pour elle
Cleft un tableau fait pour étre vu-de loim
I then took notice of the exceffive white.
nefs of her fkin, «w—ae C’eft apparemment
le gofit de fon amant d’aujourd’bui, faid
he; et quand un autre fe préfenteroit qui
preféreroit la couleur de puce, 2 Paide d'un
pen d’eau chaude, eile feroit anffi fon
affaire,

I next remarked two ladies dreffed a fittle
beyond the extravagance of the mode.
'Their features betrayed the approach of
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fifty, in fpite of all the art which had
evidently beer ufed to conceal that hated

" At fight of them the Marquis ftarted up.
‘Ah! parbleu, faid he, ces deux morceaux
'd’an’txqmté font dc mes parentes, — Excufes~
‘tnoi -pour deux minutes{ il faut que i
mapproche Pelles, pour’ Tes féliciter de
Teurs appas, -OM ladies, continued he, who
Tave the rage to be thought young, are of
afl animals the moft vindiQive' when neg-
leSted, and 1 have particular rea('om for
‘mfhmg to reinain in’ their good graces, He
heri Teftme, and having wilked round the
trrcle wnh the ladies, returned and took hig
¥eat. F have got inyfelf well out of the
ferape,: ¥#id he; T told them T was engaged
with a"Miloid, whom 1 fhould have the
honour of prefenting at their houfe, and {
fixed'a’ ‘young officer with them, whofe beft
hopes of promotion depend upon their ine
fluence at court, and who dares as foon quit
hu colours in battlc, as forfake thefe two
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piscés ‘of old. tapefiry, nll they chu{E t. 1
etiveq

A young man-very magnificently m :
entered the room: He announced his - im-
portance by his airs, his buftle, the loud
and decifive tone of his voice. The Mar-'
quis told me it was indifpenfably neceffary
that I fhould be prefented to him ; there
* was no living in Paris without that advan-
“tage ; adding, — I eft un peu fat, infini-
ment béte, d’ailleurs le me:llcur tnfant du
~monde. .

A fine lady next apparcd who feemed to
command the admiration of the whole .
fembly. She floated round the circle of the
Collifée, furrounded by a clufter of Petits
Maitres, whofe eyes were fixed on her, and |
who feemed to move by her motion like fa-
tetlites under the influence of their planet,

- She, on her part, was perfe&ly ferene, and -
unembarraffed by the attention and the eyes
of the fpe&tators.  She fmiled to one, nod-
ded to another, fhruggcd to a third, ﬁrqck
a fourth with her fan, burft into 2 fit of
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Raaghter to a fifth, and whifpered in the ear
of a fixth. Al thefe, and a thoufand tricks
~ wnore, fhe ran through with the.eaf of an
aétrefs and the rapidity of a juggler. She
feemed fully perfuaded that fhe was the
enly perfon prefent worthy of attention ; thas.
it belonged to her to develope her charms,
dlfplay her graces and airs, and that it was
the part of the reft of the company to re-
- mam attentive and admiring fpeQators.
Cette droleffe-14, faid the Marquis, eft jo~
}xe, et pour cette ralfon, on croit qu’elle a de
Pefprit: On a méme tiché de répéter fes
\béns-mots ; mais il ne font. faits que pour fa
bouche. Elle eft beaucoup plus vaine que:
fenﬁble, grand fouuen pour fa.vertu! au
x-'qﬁc, clle eft dame de 'qualité, i la faveur de
" quoi elle pofiede un. gofit de hardiefle i heu-
_¥eux, qu’elle jouit du bénéfice de V'effronte~ -
rie sans é&tre effrontée:

"I was furprifed to find all .this fatire die
reQed againft fo beautiful 2 woman, and
fufpeQed that the edge of F—'s remarks was
tharpened by fome recent pique. I was
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going to rally him on that {uppofition, when
. he (uddenly ftarted up, faying, Voila Mon.
.dé ==, le meilleur de mes amis, ~= I eft ai-
-mable; on ne peat pas plus. — Il a de I'es-
prit comme un démon, — Il faut que vous
Ie connoiffiez. Allons: == Delcendons. So
faying, he hurried me down ftaits, prefented
-me to Monf. de — as un philofophe Anglois,
who underftood race-horfes better than the
great Newton himfelf, and who had no aver-
.fion to the game of Whift. Monf, de —
received me with open arms, and we were
_ intimate friends in ten minutes, He carried
the Marquis and me to fup at his houfe,
where we found a numerous company. °
The converfation was cheerful and ani
- mated. There were fome very ingenious
men prefent, with an admirable mixtuare of
-agreeable women, who remained to the lait, _
and joined in the converfation even when it
turned on fubjeCts of literature ; upon which
occafions Englith ladies generally imagine it
.becomes them to remain filent. But here
they took their thare without fcruple or he-
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fituation. Thofe who underftood any thing
of the fubjeé} delivered their fentiments with’
great precifion, and more grace than the
men ; thofe who knew nothing of the mat-
ter rallied their own ignorance in fuch a-
fprightly manner, as convinced every body,
that knowledge is not neceffary to render a
woman exceedingly agreeable in fociey.

“After paffing 2 moft delightful evening,
I returned to my lodgings, my hecad undif-
turbed with wine, and my fpirits unjaded
by play.

L

. LETTER VL

WE have been "a month 2’ Paris; a
longer time than was intended at our arrival s
'yet our departute appesrs to.me at-a greates.
diftance now than it did them.
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. F= has been my moft conflant com-
panion ; he is univerfally liked, lives in 'r,b'c
very beft company, and whoever is intro-
duced by him, is fure of a favourablc rc-
ception, J found little or no d:ﬁcglty in
excufing myfelf from play. The Marquis

updertook to make this matter Eafy ; and no-

thing can be a greater proof of his influence

in fome of the moft fathionable circles,

than his being able to introduce a man

without a title, and who never games.

He is alfo intimately acquainted with
fome of the moft eminent men of letters,
to whom he has made me known. Man'y'
of thofe, whofe works you admire, are re-
ceived at the houfes of the firft nobility on’
she moft liberal footing. ‘

- You can'féarcely believe ‘the influence
which this bedy of men have in the gay
and diffipated city of Paris, Their opinions
not only determine the merit of works of
tafte and {cience, but they have confiderable
weight on the manners and fentiments o .
people of rank,.of the public in general, ané:
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sonfequently are not without effe on the
meafures of government.

_ The fame thing takes place in fome de-
gree in moft countries of Europe; but, if
T am not miftaken, more at Paris than any
where elfe ; becaufe men of letters are here
at once united to each other by the various
academies, and diffufed among private fo-
cieties, by the manners and general tafte of
the nation.

" As the fentiments and converfation of -
x‘_n_cn. of letters influence, to a certain de-
. gree, the opinions and the condué of the

fathionable world; the manners of thefe
" laft have.a more obvious effc@ upon the

air, the behaviour, and the confervation of
the former, which in general is polite and
eafy ; equally purified from the awkward,
timidity contraled in retirement, and the
difgufting arrogance infpired by univerfity
honours; or church dignities. At Paris, the
pedants. of Molicre are to be feen on thc
ftage only:

In- xhxs co;intry., at prqfcnt, there are,
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many men diftinguifhed by -their learning,
who at the fame time are cheerful and eafy
in mixed company, ‘unprefuming in argu-
ment, and in every ‘refpe as-weH bred as
thofe who have no other pretenfion.
Politenefs and geod manners, indeed; may”’
be traced, theugh ‘in different proportions,
through every: rank, from the greateft of
the nobility to the loweft mechanic. This
forms a more remarkable and diftinguifhing
feature in the French national chara@er,
than the vivacity, impetuofity, and fick-
lenefs, for which the aricient as well as' the
modern inhabitants of this country have
been noted.—kt certainly is a vefy fingular
phznomcnon, that -politenefs, which in
every other country is confined to people of
2 certain 1ank in life, -fhould here .pervade’
every fituation and profeﬂion The man’
in power is courteous to his dependant, the
profperous to the unfortunatc, the very
beggar who foficits charity, does it ¢ en’
homme comme il faut; " and if his xjequeﬂ:f' .
be not grated, hic is fure, at leaft, that it
will -
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will be refufed with an appearance of hu-
manity, and not with harthnefs or infult.

A fitanger, quite new and unverfed in
their language, whofe accent is uncouth
and ridiculous in the ears of the French,
and who can fcarcely open his mouth
withoat making a blunder in grammar or
idiom, is heard with the moft ferions at-
tention, and never laughed at, even when
he utters the oddeft folecifm or equivocal
expreffion.

{ am afraid, faid I, yefterday, to a
French gentleman, the phrafe which I
wfed joft now is not French. Monfieur,
replied he, cette exprefion cffe@ivement
n’eft pas Frangoife, mais elle mérite bien
de I'étre,

The moft daring deviation from fafhion,
in the important article of drefs, cannot
make them forget the laws of good-breed-
ing. 'When a perfon appears at the public
walks, in clothes made againft every law
of the mode, upon which the French are
fuppofed to lay fuch firefs, they do not

VOL. I, . _ B
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gaze or {neer at him ; they allow him firft
to pafs, as it were, unobferved, and do not
till then turn round to indalge the curio-
fity which his uncommon figure may have
excited. I have remarked this inftance of

- delicacy often in the firects in the loweft

of the valgar, or rather of the common
people ; for there are really very few of
the natives of. Paris, who can be called
vulgar.

There are exceptions to thefe, as to all
general remarks on the manners and cha-
malter of any nation.

I have heard inftances of the military
treating poflillions and ian-keepers with
injuftice ; and the feignear or intendant
opprefling the peafant. Examples of the
abufe of power, and infolemce of office,
are to .be met with every where, 1If they
are tolerated, the fmlt lies in the go-
vernment,

- I have net been {peaking of .the anch
government. ‘Their national , charaller is
one thing ; the nature of their government
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s a ,véry different matter. But 1 am con-
vinced there is no country in Europe where
royal favour, high birth, and the military
profeffion, could be allowed fuch privileges
as they have in France, and where there
would be fo few inftances of their pro-

ducing rough and brutal behaviour to in- -

feriors.

LETTER V.

P

Paris.

A_ cANpID Englithman, of whatever rank
in life he may be, muftfee with indignation,

‘that every thing in this kingdom is arranged
for the accommadation of the rich and the.

powerful ; and that little or no regard is
paid to the comfort of citizens .of an in-
ferior ftation. This appears in a theufand
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inftances, and firikes the eye immediately
on entering Paris.

A think I have feen it fomewhere re-
marked, that the regular and effe¢tual
manner in which the city of London is
lighted at night, and the raifed pavements
‘on the fides of every ftrect for the fecurity
and convenhiency of foot paffengers, feem
to indicate, that the body of the people,
as well as the rich and great, are counted
of fome importance in the eye of govern-
ment. Whereas Paris is poorly and par-
tially. lighted ; and except on the Pont
Neuf and Pont Royal, 4nd the quays be-
twéen them, is not provided with foot-
ways for the accommodation and’ fafety
of thofe who cannot afford carriages.” They
muft therefore grope their way as they beft
can, and fkulk behind pillars, or run into
fhops, to avoid being cruthed by the coaches,
which are driven as near the wall as the
coachman pleafes; difperfing the people on
foot at their approach, like chaff before the
wind.
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It muft be acknowledged, that monarchy
(for the French do not love to hear it called
defpotifm, and it is needlefs to quarrel with
them about a word ) is raifed in this coun-
try fo very high, that it quite lofes fight of
the bulk of the nation, and pays attention

-only to a few, who, being in exalted ftations,
come within the Court’s {pher8 of vifion,

Le peuple, in France, is a term of re-
proach. Un homme du peuple, implies a
want of both education and manners. Un

homme comme il faut, on the other hand,
does not imply a man of fenfe or ptin-
ciple,.but fimply a man of birth or fathion.;
for a man may be homme comme il faut,
and yet be devoid of every quality which
adorns human nature. There is no queftion
that government leaves the middle and infe-
rior ranks of life in fome degree unprotected
and expofed to the injuftice and infolence of
the'great , who are confidered in this coun-
try, as fomewhat above the law, though
greatly below the Monarch. -
But the polifhed mildnefs of French man-
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ners, the gay and fociable tarn the of nation,
the affable and eafy condu& of mafters to
their fervants, fupply the deficicnces, and
correct the errors, of the government, and
render the condition of the common people
in France, but particularly at Paris, better
than in feveral other countries of Europe ;
and much more tolerable than it would be,
if the national character refembled that of
thefe countries.

* ¥ % % % % »

1 was interrupted by Lord M., who arrived
1afk night. He agreed to dine with us, F—
called foon after: he was difengaged alfo,
and promifed to be of the party.

You know how laborious a thing it is to
keep alive a dialogue with my Lord M.
The converfation either degenerates into a’
foliloquy on your part, er expires altoge-
ther. I was therefore exceedingly happy
with the thoughts of the Marquis’s com~
pany. He was uncommonly lively; ad-
drefled much of his converfation to his Lord-
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fhip; tried bim upom every fubje®t, wine,
women, horfes, politics, and religion. He
then fung Chanfons i boire, and-endecavoured
in vain to get my Lotd te join in the chorus.
Nothing would do. — He admired his
clothes, praifed his dog, and Gid a theufand
obligng things of the Englith nation. To no
purpofe: his Lordfhip kept up bis filence
-and referve to the laft, and then drave away
to the opera.

Ma foi, faid the Marquis, as foon as he
went out of the room, il a de grands talens
pour le filence, ce Milord-12.

LETTER VL

Payis.

L a forimer letter, I mentioned good breed-
ing 23 a frikidg part of the French na.
tional charater. Loyalty, or an uncommon
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fondnefs for, and aitachmetjt to, the pctfoné

of their princes, is another,

An Englifhman, though he views the

virtues of his king with a jealous eye during
his reign, yet he will do them all juftice in
the reign of his fucceflor.

A German, while he is filent with refpe&
to the foibles of his prince, admires all his
talents, much more than he would the fame
qualities in any other perfon.

. A Turk, or Perfian, contemplates his
Emperor with fear and reverence, asa fupe-

rior being, to whofe pleafure it is his duty .

to fubmit, as to the laws of Nature, and the
will of Providence, h

But a Frenchman, while he knows that his
king is of the fame nature, and liable to alt
the weaknefles of other men ; while he enu-
merates his follies, and laughs as he laments
them, is neverthelefs attached to him By 3
fentiment of equal refpet and tendernefs ;
kind of affeCtionate prejudice, mdcpendent
of his real charater, .
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Roi * is 2 word which conveys to the
minds of Frenchmen the ideas of benevo-
lence, gratitude, and love; as well as thofe
of power, grandeur, and happinefs.

They flock to Verfailles every Sunday,
behold him with unfated curiofity, and gaze
on -him with as much fatisfation the twen-
tieth. time as the firft, )

They confider him as their friend, though
he does not know their perfons; as their
protector, though their greatelt danger is
from an Exempt or Lettre dc Cachet ; and
as their benefaltor, while they are opprefifed
with taxes. _

. They magnify into importance his moft
indifferent actions ; they palliate and excufe
all his weakneffes ; and they impute his er-
. Jors or cn:imcs to his minifters or other evil

"« ® We tranflate Ie Roi, by % the king, > whict»
# by no means equivalent. Le Roi does himftif,
and makes others do, what he pleafes. The
. king cannot do what he pleafes, but does whas
others'pleafe. '

. ¥
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counfeliors, who (as they fondly affert) have,
for fome bafe purpole, impofed upon his
judgment, and perverted the undeviating
re&titude of his intentions.

They repeat, with fond applaufe, every
faying of his which feems to indicate the
fmalleft approach to wit, or even bcars the
mark of ordinary fagacity.

The ~ moft  inconfiderable circumftance
which relates to the Monarch is of impor-
tance : whether he eat much or little at din=-
ner ; the coat he wears, the horfe on which
he rides, all afford matter of converfation in
the various focieties at Paris, and are the
moft agreeable fubjeéts of epifiolary corref~
pondence with their fnenc!s in the pro-
vinces.

, I he happens to be a little indifpefed, all .

Paris, all France, is alarmed, as if a real ca-
Jamity was threatened : and to feem intereft-
ed, and to converfe upon any other fubjeG
till this has been difcuffed, would be confi-
dered as a proof of unpardonable indif-
ference.
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At a review, the troops perform their
manceuvres unheeded by fuch of the fpec-
‘tators as are within fight of the King. They
are all engrofifed in comtemplation of the
Prince. = Avez-vous vu le roi ? — Temez—
ah ! —voild le ror—Le roi rit, = Appa-
remment il eft content. — Je fuis charmé,
=—ah, il touffe }— A-t-il touffé ? — Oui,
parbleu! et bien fort - Je fuis au défefpoir.
. At mafs, it is the King not the Prieft,

who is the obje@ of attention. The Hoft
is elevated; but the people’s eyes remain

fixed upon the fiace of their beloved Mo-
~ march, _ ]
- Even the moft -applanded pieces of the
theatre, which in Paris create mére emotion
than the ceremenies of religion, can’with
diffeutty divide their attention. A fmile
from the King: mrakes them forget the fot-
row of Andromaché, and the wrongs of the
Cid. :

This exceffive attachment is not confined
to the perfon of the Monarch, but extends
to every branch of the royal family; all of
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whom, it is imagined in this country, have
an hereditary right to every gratification and
enjoyment that human nature is capable of
receiving. And if any caufe, moral or phy-
fical, impede or obftruct this, they meet
with univerfal fympathy, The moft trivial
difappointment or chagrin which befals
them, is confidered as more ferious and
affeQing, than the moft dreadful calamity
which can happen to. a private family. It
is lamented as if the natural order of things
were counterated, and the amiable Prince,
or Princefs, deprived, by a cruel phznome-
non, of that fupreme degree of happinefs, to
which their rank in life gives them an undc.
niable title..

All this regard feems rcal, and not affe %
from any motive of intereft ; at leaft it muft
be fo with refpe to the bulk of the people,
whe can have no hopes of ever being known
to their princes, far lefs of ever receiving
any perfonal favour from them.

The philofophical idea, that Kings have
been appointed for public conveniency ; that
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they are accountable to their fubje&s for
mal-adminiftration, or for continued a&s of
injuftice and oppreflion ; is a do&rine very
oppofite to the general prejudices of this
nation. If any of their kings were to behave
in fuch an imprudent and outrageous man-
ner as to occafion a revolt, and if the infur-
_ gents aCtually, got the better, I queftion if
they would think of new-modelling the go-
vernment, and limiting the power of the
crown, as was done in Britain at the Revo-
lution, fo as ' to prevent the like abufes foy
the futare. They never would think of
g'oing further, I imagine, than placing ano-
ther prince of the Bourbon family on the
throne, with the fame power that his.prede~
ceffor had, and then quietly lay down theis
arms, fatisfied with his royal word or decla~
ration to govern with more equity.

The French feem fo delighted and
dazzled with the luftre of Monarchy, that
they cannot bear the thoughts of any qua-
lifying mixture, which might abate its vio.
lence, and reoder its ardour more benigm.
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They chufe to give the fpendid machine
full phy, ihough it often fcorches and
threatens to confume therofelves and their
effecls, }

They confider the power of the king,
from which their fervitude proceeds, as
if it were their own power. You will
hardly believe it; but I am fure of the
fa& : They are proud of it ; they are proud
that there is no check or limitation to his
authority.

They tell you with exultation, that the
king has an army of near two hundred
thoufand men in the time of peace. A
Frenchman is as vain of the palaces, fine
gardens, number of horfes, and all the pa-
raphernalia belonging to the court of the
Monarch, as an Englifliman can be of his
own houfe, gardens, and equipage. \
- When they are fold of the diffafion of
wealth in England, the immenfé fortunes
made by many individuals, the affluence of
thofe of middle rank, the fecurity and eafy
fituation of the common people; inftead
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of being mortified by the comparifon which
might naturally eccur to their imaginations,
they comfort themfelves with the refleCtion
that the court of France is more brilliant
than the court of Great Britain, and that
the Duke of Orleans and the Prince of
Condé have greater revenues than any of
the Englith nobility.

When they hear of the freedom of de-
bate in parliament, of the liberties taken in
writing or fpeaking of the condu& of the
king, or meafures of government, and the
forms to be obferved, before thofe who ven-
ture on the moft daring abufe of either can
be brought to punifhment, they feem filled
with imdignation, and fay with an air of tri-
umph.—C’eft bien autrement chez nous : Si
le Roi de France avoit affaire i ces Mefieurs-
13, il lewr apprendroit i vivre. And then
they would proceed to inform you, that,
parblen ! their minifter would give himfelf
no trouble about forms or proofs; that fuf~
picion was fufficient for him, and without
more ado he would thut up fuch impertinent
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people in the Baitille for many years. And
then raifing their voices, as if whatthey faid
were a proof of the courage or magnanimity
of the minitter—QOu peut-étre il feroit con-
damner ces drles-1d aux galéres pour la
vie. ~

R ——

LETTER VIL

Paris.
I'r would be almoft fuperfluous to obferve,
. that there are a great many people in France,
who think in a very different manner from
that which I have mentioned in my laft,
and who have juft and liberal- ideas of the .
deGgn and /nature of government, and
. proper and manly fentiments of the na-
tural rights of mankind, The writings
of Montefquieu are greatly admired: This ~
alone is fufficient to prove it. Many latex:
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authors, and the converfation of the philo-
fophical and reafoning people, difplay the
fame fpirit,

What is mentioned in my laft letter,
however, comprehends the general tarn or
manner of thinking of the French nation,
and evinces how very oppofite their fen-
timents upon the fubjet of civil government
are to thofe of our countrymen. :

I have heard an Englithman enumerate
the advantages of the Britifh conftitation to
a circle of French Bourgeois, and explain
to them in what manner the people of
their rank of life were prote&ed from the
infolence of the courtiers and nobility ; that
the pooreft. fhop-keeper, and loweft tradef-
-man in England, could have immediatc re-
drefs for any injury done him by the greateft
nobleman in the kingdom.

Well, what impreffion do you think this
declamation had upon the French auditory ?
You will naturally imagine they would ad-
mire fuch a conflitution, and wifh for the
fame in France :—Not at all, They fym-
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pathized with the great: they fecmed to
fecl for their want of importance. Qne
obferved, C’eft peu de chofe d’étre noble
¢hez vous: and anether, fhaking his head,
added, Ce n'eft pas naturel, tout cela.
‘When mention was made that the king
of Great Britain could not impofe a tax by
his own awthority; ¢hat the confent of par-
liament, particularly of the houfe of com
mons, was neceffary, to which affembly
people of their rank of life were admitted ;
they faid with fome degrec of fatisfaltiors,
Cependant, Ceft affez Bean, cela. But when
the Englith patriat, expe&ling their com-
plete approbation, continued informing
them, that the king himfelf had not the
power to encroach upon the liberty of the
meaneft of his fubjects ; that if he or the
. ‘minifler did, damages were recoverable
at a court of law, a loud and prolonged
" DIABLE iffued from every mouth. They
forgor theéit own fituation, and the fecurity
- of the people, and turned to their natural
bias of fympathy with the King, who they
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all feeemed to think muft be the moft op-
prefled and injured of mankind.

One of them at laft, addrefling himfelf to
the Englifh politician, faid, Toat ce que je
puis vous dire, Monfieur, c’eft que votte
paavre Roi eft bien a plaindre.

This folicitude of theirs for the happinefs
and glory of royalty extends in fome degree
‘to all crowned heads whatever: But with
regard to their own Monarch, it feems the
reigning and darling paffion of their fouls,
which they carry with thent to the grave.

. A French foldier, who lay covered with
wounds on the field of Dettingen, demand-
ed, z little before he expired, of an Englith
officer, how the battle was likely to termi-
nate; and being anfwered, that the Britith .
_troops had obtained a great vi€tory ; Mon
pauvre Roi, faid the dying man, que fe-
va-t-il ?

For my part, my friend, akhough I
heartily with his Majefty all public and do-
meftic happinefs, yet if the fmalléft folicitude
about cither fhould diturb my dying me-
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ments, it will be the ftrongefl proof that my
own affairs, fpiritual and temporal, your
eoncerns, as well as thofe of my other pri-
vate friends, are in a moft comfortable fi-

-tuation.
Adieu,

P. 8.1 have not feen the Marquis for fe-
veral days. He had informed me, at our
very firft meeting, that he was paying his
court to a young lady of family at his mo-
thet’s defire, who was impatient to fee him
married. He faid, he could refufe his mo-

- ther nothing, parce qu'elle étoit le meilleur
enfant du monde ; Befides, he faid, the young
lady was very pretty and agreeable, and he
was over head and ears in love with her,
He has told me fince, that every thing was
arranged, and he expeQed to be in a thort
time the happieft man in.the world, and
would have the honour of prefenting me to
his bride very foon. I fhall let you know
my opinion of the lady when I fee her—
But ler her be what the will, I am forry

ate
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that F— thinks of marrying fo early in life;
for a Frenchman of five-and-twenty is not
quite fo fedate an animal as an Englifhman
of fifteen.

LETTER VIIL

Paris.
THERE is an abfolate penury of publicnews;
Thave nothing particular to inform you ofcon-
cerning myfelf ; but you hold me tomy en-
gagement. So here I am feated to write to
you, and fhall refume the fubje of my
laft letter, in hopes, however, that my

pen may gather materials as it moves.
In whatever light this prejudice in
favour of monarchy may appear to the
eye of philofophy ; and though of all
paffions the love of a King, merely becaufe
be is a King, is perhaps the fillieft; yetit
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furely ought to be confidered as meritoriams
by thofe who are the objeés of it.

No people exifting, or who did ever
exift, have had fo juft a claim to the
gratitude and affeétions of their fovereign,
as the French. They rejoice in his joy,
are grieved at his grief, proud of his power,
vain of his accomplifhments, indulgent to
his failings. - They cheerfully yield their
own conveniencies to his fuperfluities, and
are at all times willing to facrifice their
lives for his glory

- A King, one weuld i imagine, muft be a
perfe€t monfter of felfithnefs and infenfi-
bility, who did not love fuch fubjes, and
who did not beftow feme time and attention
to promote their happinefs : Yet the Freach

nation has not had a Monarch worthy of all .

this regard fince the days of Henry IV. and
of all their kings they ufed him the worft.
Of the three brothers who immediately
preceded him, the firfl was a fickly cresture,
as feeble in mind as in body ; the fecord, -a
monﬁ.er of fuperfition and cruclty;' and

|
’
f
|
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the third, after a dawn of feme brightnefs,
allowed his meridian to be obfcured by
the greffeft clouds of efeminacy and volup-
tuoufpels, Their Italian mother, who
governed all the three, feems to have been
perfetly wnreftrained by any feelings of
bumanity or of confcience, and folely guid-
ed by motives of intereft, and the moft
~ perfidious policy..

The princes who have fucceeded, as well
as thofe whe reigned before the fourth
Henry, ferve as foils which difplay his
bright qualities with deuble luftre.

. Notwithftanding all the inducements
which the Freach kings have to promote
the happinefs of their fubjects, it may be
gpany centuries before they are blefled with
one whe {hall have that paflion in fuch a
“high degrec.

. Acharaller in which the grcat and ami-
able virtues are fo finely blended, is very
rarely prodoced in any nation. How fmall
then smuft be the chance that this prize
fhall fall to the individual who is def-
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tined for the throne ? Henry received an
education very different from that which is
generally beftowed on Kings. His cha-
raQer was formed in the hardy fchool of
adverfity : his mind was ftrengthened by
continual exertions of courage and pru-
dence. He was taught humanity by fuf-
fering under the rod of tyranny, and ex-
periencing the pangs of the unfortunate.
Having frequently ftood in need of friends,
he knew the value of their attachment, and

his heart became capable of friendfhip.
Difficulties and dangers often ftrike out
particles of genius which otherwife might
remain latent and ufelefs, and contribute to’
the formation ef a vigorous charafter, by
animating thofe fparks of virtue which a
life of indolence would have completely

extinguifhed, :
Thole people who, from their earlieft in-
fancy, have found every thing provided for’
them, whg have not much ambition, and
confequently are feldlom excited to any
great exertion of their faculties, generally
feel
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feel thefe faculties dwindle and grow weak,
for the fame reafon that a man’s arms
would become gradually feeble, and at
length  perfeQly ufelefs, “if he were to
wear them in a foarf for any confiderable
time.’ !

That the facultles of the underftanding,
like the finews of the body, ‘are relaxed
by {floth and ftrengthened by exercife, ne-
body will doubt. I imagine the fame ana-
logy holds in fome dégree between the body
and the qualities of the heart. Benevolence,
pity, gratitude, are, I fufpec, exceedingly
apt to ftagnate into 2 calm, fluggith infen-
fibility in ‘that breaft which has not been
agitated from real misfortunes.

Peaple do not fully enter into diftrefies
which they never have felt, and-which they
think they run but a finall rifk of feeling.
Accordingly it has been remarked, that thofe
who have been favoured through life with
the {mile of fortune, and whofe time hag
been fpent in the amufements of courts and
luxurious indulgences, very often acquire an

VOL. L C
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aftonifhing infenfibility to the misfortunes
of others. The charalter the molt perfectly
cold of all I ever knew, devoid of friendthip,
gratitude, and in fome ipftances dead to na-
tural affeCtion, belongs to a2 woman of cle-
vated rank, whofe life hitherto . ‘beena
cantinued feries of fortunate events.

Yet while all their cares are contra&ed,
and all their feelings abforbed, within the
compafs of their own {kin, fuch people feem
often convinced, that they themfelves are of
the moft humane difpofitions and the moft
cxtenfive benevolence, upon no better foun«
dation, than becaufe they have felt them-
felves affeted by the artfal diftrefles of a
romangce, and becaufe they could fhed a fcw

_barren tears at a tragedy.

If to thefe fymptoms of feqﬁbiiity, thcy:

can add, that of having occafionally given
~ a guinea when the contribution has been fet
a-going, or have parted with a little fuper-
fluous money to free themfelves from impor-
tunity, they have then carried benevolence
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to the utmoft length of ther idea of that
virtue, o .

They have no notion of any thing beyond
this ; nor 'would they make ohe active exers
tion, paftpone a fingle party of pleafure, or
in any fhape interrupt the tranquillity of
their own indolence, to perform the moft
eflential, fervice (I will not fay to a friend,
fuch people can have nonc ) to any'df the
human race, -

“Fhere are many exceptions ; but in gene-

ral thofe perfons who are expofed to the
Sflings and arrows of owtrageous fortune, who
have experienced the bafe indifference of
mankind, and have in fome degree fe/t what
wresches fzel, are endued wsth the trueft fym-
pathy, and enter, with the ‘moft iivcly fenfi-
bility, into the fituation of the unfortunate,

Non ignara mali, miferis fuccurrere difco,*

faid Dido, who had been obliged to fly from

. ™ Like you, an alien in a lJand unknown,
I learn to pity woes, fo like my own.
' .Drypzn:
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her country, to Zneas, who had been wit-
nefs to the deftruction of his.

" Dido and /Eneas f—How in the name
of wandering have we got into their com-

pany ? I could no more have gueffed at this,;

than at the fubje@ of one of Montaigne’s
Effays from the title. We fet-out, I believe,
with fomething about France; — but you
cannot expett that I thould attempt to take
up a thrcad which is left fo far behind.

' Adieu.

__LETTER IX.

Paris,

I Mennoned in a former letter, that my
friend F— was on the point of bging married.
He called .at my lodgings a little while ago.
His air was fo very gay, that I imagined he
had fome agreeable news to communicate.
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Me voila au défefpoir, mon cher ami, faid
he, with a lond laugh. — You are the mer-
rieft man I ever’ faw in that fituation, faid
1. z= He then informed me, that the old
Marquis de P. his miftrefs's father, had waited
~ on his mother, and, after ten thoufand apolo-
gies and circumlocutions, had given her to
* underftand, that certain things had inter-
vened, which rendered it impoffible that he
fthould ever have the honour of being father-
in-law to her fon ; and requefted her to in-
_ form him, how infinitely uneafy he and all
his family were, at an accident which de-
prived them of the pleafure they had pro-
pofed to themfelves from that conneion.
~ His mothet, he faid, had indeavoured to dif-
cover the incident ‘which has produced this
fudden alteration ; — buf to no purpofe. —
The old gentleman™ contented himfelf with
affuring her, that the particulars would be
equally difagreeable.and fuperfluous, — and
then took his leave, in the moft polite and
affeCtionate terms that the French language
could furnifh him with.
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F— told me all this with an air fo caff
and contented; that I did not well know
what to make of it. My dear Marquis, faid
1, it is fortunate that I have been miftaken;
for you muft know, I had taken it _into my
head that you were fond of the lady.— You
were in the right, my friend, faid he, je I’ai-
mois infiniment. — Comment, infiniment ¥
faid I, and yet be fo merry when you are
juft going to lofe her} Mais vous autres
Anglois, faid he, vous avez des idées fi bi-
zarres I — Aimer infiniment, cela veut dire
aimer comme on aime, — tout le monde
Yaime ainfi quand. il ne fe hait pas. — Mais
je vous conterai toute I’histoire.

My mother, added he, who is the beft
ereature in'the world, and whom I love with
all my foul, told ‘me this marriage would
- make /her quite happy. — All my uncles
and aunts, and coufins, for ten generations,
told me the fame. 1 was informed:over and
above, that the lady, ber father, and ali her
‘relations, wifhed this alliance with the moft
obliging carneftnefs. = The girl herfelf is to~
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lerably pretty. They will perfuade me to
marry fome time or other, thought I ; why
Dot now, as well as at another time? Why
fhonld I refufe to do a thing which will
plesfe fo mamy people, without being in the
fimallefl degree difpleafing to myfelf ? — To
be fure, fid I, that would have been ill-na#
tured. It was lucky, however, that you
Lappened to be perfedtly difengaged, and
did not prefer any other woman.

You are miftaken, my friend, faid he; I
preferred many to the lady in queftion, and
onc in particular, whofe name 1 will not
mention, bat whom I love — whom I do
love. — Comme on aime, faid I, interrap-
ting him., — Non, parbleu ! added he, with
warmth, comme on n’aime pas. — Good
Heaven | then, cried I, how could you think
of marrying another; — Cela n’empéche
xien ! faid the Marquis, coolly — for I conld
not marry the-other. She had the ftart of
me, and had undergone the ceremony al-
yeady; and therefore fhe had no objeétion
te my obliging my mother and relations in
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this particular, for fhe is the beft-natured’

woman in the world.
So {he appears to be, faid I. — O! pour
'cela, oui, mon cher, added ‘he, elle eft la
bonté méme. However, I am very well
pleafcd upon the whole, that the fair has
gone off without any . fault of mine; and.
though it is poffible that it may be bratight:
aon at fome future period, I fhall flill be 2

gainer, parce qu’un mariage reculé eft tou-.

ours autant de gagné fur le repentir. So
faying, he whcelcd on his heel, humming:

Non, tu ne le mettras pas, Cohn, etc.

There s the picture of a French lover for
you — Ifet down the whole fcene as foon
‘as F— left me, and fo I leave you to make.

your awn refleCions,
Adieu,
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LETTER X

.. Paris.
You have often heard the French accufed
of infincerity, and of being warm in pro-
feflions, but devoid of real fiiendfhip.

Our countrymen; in particular, are led
into this opinion, from the manners ia
general being more obfequious here than in
England. What Frenchmen confider as
common good manners, many Engiithmen
would call flattery, perhaps fawning.

Their language abounds in complimental
phrafes, which they diftribute with won-
derful profufion and volubility ; but they
intend no more by them, than an Englith-
man means when he fubfcribes himfelf
your moft obedient humble fervant, at the
conclufion ef a letter.

A Frenchman not only means nothing
-Beyond common civility, by the plentiful

c*
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fhower of compliments which he pours om
every ftranger; but, alfo, he takes it for
granted, that the ftranger knows that no-
thing more is meant.. Thefe exprefions
are fully underftood by his. own country-
men : he imagines all the world are as welk:
informed’; and he has not the fmalleft in-
tention to deceive. Buf if any man takes.
thefe expreflions in-a literal fenfe, andbe-
lieves that people are in. reality infpired:
with friendfhip; or have fallen in love with:
him at firft fight, he will be very much
difappointed; efpecially if he expeds ftrong:
. proofs of either..

Yet he has no.right to accufe the French:
of infincerity, or breach of friendfhip.——
Friendthip- is entirely. out of the queftion,
They never intend to convey any other
idea, than that they. were willing to.receive-
him on the footing of an acquaintance ;.
———and it was the bufinefs of his lan-.
guage-mafier to have informed. him. of the-
real import of théir expreffions.

If the fame words indsed were- literally:
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tranflated mto Englith, and ufed by one
Englifhman to another, the perfon to whom
* they were addrefled, would have good reafon.
to imagine that the other had a particular
regard for him, or meant to déceive himj.
becaufe the eftablifhed modes of civility:
and politenefs in England do not require:
fuch language..
., The not making a proper allowance for:
different modes aad ufages which accident
has eftablifhed, is one great caufe of the
unfavourable and harfh. {entiments, which
the people of the different countries of
" the world too often harbour againﬁ cack;
other..

You may fay, perhiaps,. that this fuper-
fluity of compliments which the French:
make ufe of, is a' proof of- the matter im
gaeftion ;. that the French have lefs fincerity-
than their neighbours.. By. the fame rule we:
muft conclude, that the common people of
" every nation, who ufe few complimental.
phrafes in their dlfcourfe, have a: greater
regard to truth, and fironger fentiments ofi



bo . YIEW OF socm'rr AND

frigndthip, than thofe in the middle and
higher ranks, But this is what I i 1maglne it
would be difficult to prove.

Thefe complimental phrafes, which have
crept into all modern languages, may, per-
haps, be fuperfluous; or, if you pleafe,
abfurd : but they are fo fully eftablithed, that
people of the greateft integrity muft ufe
them, both in Englandand in France ; with:
this difference; that a fmaller proportion will
do in the language of the one country, thar¥¢
in that of the other; but they are mdxcar-
tions of friendfhip in neither;

Friendfhip is a plant of flow growth, in
-every climate. Happy the man who can
rear a few, even where he has the moft
fettled refidence. Travellers, paffing through
foreign countries, feldom take time to cul-
tivate them ; if they ‘be ‘prefented with
fome flowers, although of a flimfy texture
and quicker growth, they ought to ‘accept
of them with thankfulnefs, and not quarret-
with the natives, for choofing to rctain
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the other more valuable plant for their
own ufe.

Of all travellers, the young Englith no-
bility and gentry have the leaft 1ight to
find fault with their entetainment while on
their taurs abroad; for fuch of them as
fhow a defire of forming a conne&ion with
the inhabitants, by even a moderate degree.
of attention, are received upon eafier terms
than the travellers from any®other country.
But -a very confiderable number of our
_countrymen have not the fmalleft defire of
that - nature: they feem rather to avoid
their fociety, and accept with reluance-
every offer of hofpitality. This happens
partly from a prejudice again{t foreigners-
of every kind: partly from timidity or na~
tural referve; and in a great meafure from: '
indolence, and an abfolate deteftation of
ceremony and reftraint. Befides, they.
Bate to be obliged to' fpeak a language of'
which they feldom acquire a perfet com~
mand.

They frequently, therefore, form focie-
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ties or clubs of their own, where all cere~
mony is difmiffed, and the greateft eafe-
and latitude allowed in behaviour, drefs,
and converfation. There tfiey confirm each:
other in all their prejudices, and- with united-
voice condemn and’ ridicule the cuftoms:
and manners of every country but their
own.

By this condu& the true purpofe of tra—-
velling is loft of perverted; and many Eng-.
lith: travellers: remain four or five years-
abroad, and' have feldom, during all this- -
fpace, been in any company but that of’
their own countrymen:

- To go to- France and Raly, and’ there
converfe with none but Englith people, and:
merely that you may hawe it to fay that:
you have been in thofe countries, is cer-
tainly abfurd :. Nothing can'be more fo, ex-
cept to-adopt with enthufiafm- the fafhions,.
fopperies, tafte, and manners of thofe:
countries, and tranfplant them to England,.
where they never will thirive, and where
they: always appear awkward and unnatural..
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For after all his efforts of imitation, a tra-
velled Englithman is as different from a
Frenchman or an kalian, as- an Englith
malfliff is from a monkey or a fox: And if
ever that fedate and plain-meaning dog
fhould pretend to the gay frifkinefs of the
ene, or;to the fubtilty of the other, we
thould certainly value him much lefs than
we do.

Bat I do. not imagine that this extreme is
by any means fo common: as the former..
Ikt is much more mamral o the Englih.
chara&ter to defpife -foreigners, than to imi-
tatc them. A few tawdry examples to the
sontrary, who-return every winter from.the-
continent,. are hardly. worth. mentioning as-
exceptions..
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LETTER XL

Paris

Youx acquaintance B~——has béen in
Paris for thefe three weeks paft. I caonot
conceive how he has remained fo long; for
he has a very bad opinion of this nation, and
is fraught with the Ttrongeft prejudice againft
French manners in general. He confiders
" all their politeffe as impertinence, and re-
ceives their civilities as a prelude to the
picking of his pocket. '

He and I went this forenoon to a review
of the foot-guards, by Marfhal Biron.
There was a crowd ; and we could with
difficulty get within the circle fo as to fee
" conveniently. An old officer of high rank
touched fome people who ftood before us,
faying,— Ces deux Meffieurs font des étran-
gers; upon which they immediately made
way, and allowed us to pals—Don’t you
think that was very obliging ? faid I,—Yes,

v‘w-—-‘-—“%
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anfwered he; but, by heavens, it was very
unjuft. '

We returned by the Boalevards, where
crowds of citizens, in their holiday dreffes,
were making merry; the young dancing
cotillons, the old beating time to the
mufic, and applauding the dancers, all ina.
cCarelefs oblivion of the paft, thoughtlefs of
the futare, and totally occupied with the
prefent.—Thefe people feem very happy,
faid .—Happy ! exclaimed B——; if they
had common fenfe or refle&ion, they-would
be miferable. Why fo?—Could not the mi-
nifter, anfwered he, pick out half a dozen
of them, if he pleafed, and clap them into
the Bicétre?—That is true indeed, faid I ;.
that is a cataftrophe which, to_be fure, may
very probably happen, and yet I thoughtno
more of it than they.

“We met, a few days after he arvived, at
a French houfe where we had both been
invited to dinner. There was an old lady
_of quality prefent, next to whom a young
officer was fcated, who paid her the utmoft
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attention.—He helped her to the difhes fhe
liked, filled her glafs with wine or water,
and addrefled his difcourfe particulaly to
her.—What a fool, fays B, does that
young fellow make of the poer old woman £
_ If the-were my mother, d—n me, if would:
xiot call him to an account for it. .
" Though B——underftands French, and
fpeaks it better than moft Englifhmen, he
had no relith for the converfation, foon left
the company, and has refufed all invitations
to dinner ever fince, He generally finds
fome of our countrymen who dihe and pafs
the evening with him 4t the Parc Royak.
After the review this day, we continued
together, and being both difengaged, I pro-
pofed, by way of variety, to dine at the public
ordinary of the Hotel de Bourbon. He did
not like this much at firft.—I fhall be teafed,
fiys he, with their confounded cerémony :—
But on my obferving, that we could not ex<
pe& much ceremony or politenefs at a pub
lic ordinary, he agreed to go.
- Our entertainment turned-out different,
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owever, from my expeflations and his
wifhes. A marked attention was paid us the
anoment we entered ; every body feemed ine
«lined to accommodate us with the beftplices.
They helped us firfk, and all the company
feemed ready to facrifice every littie con-
veniency and diftinétion to the ftrangers:
for next to that of a lady, the moft refpe&ed
.charater at Paris is that of a ftranger.
. After dinner, B—— and I walked into
the gardens of the Palais Royal.
~ There was nothing real in all the fuls
thofe people made about ws, fays he.
_ Tcan’thelp thinking it fomething, faidI,
10 be treated with civ.ility and apparent kind-
nefs in a foreign country—by ftrangers who
know uothing about us, but that we are
Englithmen, and often their enemies.
But their politenefs confifts in trifles, faid
he.—In what confifts any body’s palitenefs?
. sejoined L. The utmoft a Frenchmas
will do far you, added he, is to endeavour
to amufe you, and make your time pafs
agreeably while you remain inhis country.
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And I think that ne trifle, anfwered - I.—Z
There are fo many fources of uneifinefs and
vexation in this life, that I cannot help
having a good will, and even gratitude, to ak
thofe who enable me to forget them :—for
fuch people alleviate my pain, and contnbute
to my- happinefs.

‘But thefe Frenchmen, rejoined he, d(_) not
care a farthing for you in their hearts.—
And'why fhould I care a farthing for that ?
faid .—We have nothing to do with their
hearts—You do not expett a friend in every
agreeable acquaintance.

But they are ari intetefted fet of people ;
and cven thofe among them who pretend to
be your friends,~do it only for fome felfith
end. ' ‘ '

This is only an affertion, faid I, but ne
proof.—If you ftood in need of pecuniary
affiftance, they would not advance you a louis
to fave you from a jajl; continued he.

I hope never to be perfe@ly convinced
of that, faid I ;—but if we were to cultivate
friendthip from the idea of affiftance of that.
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nature, it would be doing exaétly what you
accufe them of : Befides, continued 1, the
power and opportunity of obliging our ac-
quaintances and friends by great, and, what
are called, effential fervices, feldlom occur;
but thofe attentions and courtefies, which
fmooth the commerce between man and man,
and fweeten focial life, are in every body’s
power, and there are daily and hourly occa-
fions of difplaying them,——particalarly to
frangers;:———Curfe their courtefies, faid he,
—they are the greateft Bore in nature.—I
bate the French.—They are the enemies of
England, and a falfe, deceitful, perfidious— .
But as we did not come over, interrupted I,
to fight them at prefent; we fhall fufpend
hoftilities till a more convenient feafon ; and
in the mean time, if you have no objeétion,
Jet us go to the play. ~

" He agreed to this propofal, and here our™
converfation ‘ended. .

You know B— is as worthy a fellow as’

lives; and, under a rough addrefs, conceals

the beft difpofition in the world. “His man--
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ner, I imagine, was originally aﬂ'umed_from
a notion, ‘which he has in common with
many people, that great pohtene&, and ap=
pareat gentlenefs of behaviour, are generally

accompanied with falfehood and real cold-

nefs; — even inhumanity of charalter; —

as if human nuture, like marble, took a

polifh proportionable to'its hardnefs.

This idea is certainly formed without an
accurate examination, and from a fuperficial’
view of mankind, "As a boorith addrefs is
no proof of honefty, {o is politenefs no indi~
cation of the reverfe ; — and if they are once

_reduced to an équality in this particular, itis
evident that the latter is preferable in evcry
* other refpe&. :

But to return to the French'; I 'am clearly’
of opinion, that a franger may fairly avail
himfelf of every conveniency arifing from'
+their obliging manners, althoagh he thould
be convinced that all their affiduity and atten-:
tion are unconnected with any regard to him,
and flow entirely from vanity and felf-love,’
He may perceive that his Parifian friénd,s
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<while he loads him with civilities, is ma-
king a difplay of his own proficiency tn the
fcience of politencfs, and endeavouring to
thruft himfelf forward in the good opinion
of the company, by yielding the preference
on a thoufand trifling occafions. — Though
he plainly fees, that all his flooping is with
a view to conquer, why fhould he repine at
a viGory which is accompanied with fo many
conveaiencies to himfelf? why quarrel with
the motive while he feels the benefit of the
effeét? : . .

If writers or preachers of morality could,
by the force of eloquence, eradicate felfifh-
nefs from the hearts of men, and make them
in reality love their neighbours as them-
{elves, it would be a.change devoutly to be
withed. But until that bleffed event, let us
not find fault with thofe forms and atten-
tions which create a kind of artificial friend-
thip and benevolence, which for many of
the purpofes 'of focicty produce the fame
cffe@s as the true.

People who love to amufe themfolvu
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with play, and have not ready money, are
obliged to ufe counters. You and I, my
friend, as long as we cut and fhuffie to-
gether, fhall never have occafion for fuch a
Afuccedaneum ; — I am fully perfuaded we
are provided, on both fides, with afuﬂiclent

quantity of pure gold.

LETTER XIL

Paris,

WHIN B— and I went to thq playhoufe,
as was mentioned in .my laft,  we found a
prodigious crowd of people before the door:
‘We conld not get a place till after a confis
derable firuggle. The play was the Siege
of Calais, founded on a popular ftory, which
muft needs be interefting and flattering to .
the French nation. . .
. You cannot conceive what prefling and

o crowding
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crowding there is every night to fe¢ this fa-
wourite piece, which has had the fame fuccefs
at Verfailles as at Paris,

There are fome few cnua, however, who
affert that it is entirely devoid of merit, and
owes its run to the popular nature of the
fubjed, more than to any intrinfic beauty
in the verfes, which fome declare are not
<ven good French.

When it was lalt aed before the King,
it is fgid, his Majefly, obferving that the
Duc d’Ayen did not join in applauding, but
that he rather thewed fome marks of difguft,
tarned to the Duke and faid, Vousn apphn-
diffez.pas? Vous n'étes pas bon Frangois,
Monf. le Duc: — To this the Duke re-
plied,— A Dieu ne plaife que je ne fnﬂ'e.pai
meilleur que les vers de la piéce. .

Obedient to the court in every other par-
ticular, the French difregard the decifions
pronounced at Verfailles in matters of tafte,
It very often happens that a dramatic piece,
which has been a&ed before the royal family
and the court, with the higheft applaufe, is

— VOL, L : , D
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aftérwards damned with every circumftance
of ignominy at Paris. In all works of genius

the Parifians lead the judgement of the cour~_

tiers, and dictate to their monarch, -

“In other countries of Europe, it has hap-
pened, that fome prince of fuperior talents
has, by the brightnefs of his own genius, en-
lightened the minds of his fubjects, and dif~
pelled the clouds of barbarifm from his do-
minions. 4
" Since the commencement of this dgatury
a great empire has been improved from a
flate of grofs ignorance, fefined by the arts
of peace, and inftructed in the arts of war,
by the vaft genius and induftry of one of its
Princes, who laid the foundation of its pre-
fent power and grandeur.

Another inconfiderable ftate, with fewer
refources, has, at a later period, been created -
a powerful monarchy, by the aftonithing
efforts, perfeverance, and magnanimity of its
prefent king ; whofe love of knowledge and
the arts has drawn fome of the greateft

 geniuffes in Europe to his capital ; whence

—_——
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fience and tafte muft gradually flow through .
his whole dominions, where they were for-
merly but little cherithed, '

) In thefe inftances,"andjothers which mighi
be enumerated, the princes have been fu-
perior in genius to any of their fubjeQs.
The throne has béen the fource whence
knowledge and refinement have flowed to
the extremities of the nation. -

Batthis has never been the cafe in France,
where it is not the king who polithes the:
people ; — but. the people who refine the .
manners, humanize the heart, and, if it be’ '
not perfeCtly opaque, enlighten the under-
ftanding of the king.

Telemaque, and many other works, have
been compofed with this intention. In many -
addrefles and remonttrances to the throne,
excellent precepts and hints are infinuated
in an-indire& and delicate manner.

By the emphatic appliufe they beftow on’
particular paffages of the pieces reprefented *
.,m the theatre, they convey to the monarch
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the fentiments of the nation refpe@ing the
meafures of his government.
. By afcribing qualities to him which he
does not poflefs, they endeavour to excite
within his breaft a defire to attain them :
«they try to cajole him into virtue. Con-
fideted in this point of view, the defign of
the equeftrian flatue which the city of Paris
. has ereCted in howour of Lewis XV. may
* have been fuggefted from a more generous
motive than flattery, to which it is generally
xmputed This was begun by Bouchardon ;.
who died when the work was well advanced
and has fince been commntted to Pigal to be
finifthed. '

The horfe is placed on a very high pe-
deftal. At the angles are four figures, ftand-
in the manner of Caryatides, who reprefent
the four virtues, Fortitade, Juftice, Pru.
dence, and the love of Peace. All the orna-
ments are of bronze.

The two fmall fides of the pedcﬂal are
ernamented with gilded laurels and jofcripa
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tions. On the front, towards the Theit-
leries, is the following: »

LUDOVICO XV.
OPTIMO PRINCIPI
QUOD
AD SCALDUM, MOSAM, RHENUM,

" VICTOR '
PACEM ARMIS
PACE -
SUORUM ET EUROPA .
FELICITATEM
QUESIVIT.

The large fides of the pedeftal are adorned
with trophies and bas reliefs..” One repre-
fents Lewis giving peace to Europe; the
other reprefents him in a triumphal cha-
riot crowned with viCtory, and conduted
“by renown toa people who fubmit.

When we recolle& that the infcription
and emblems allide to the conclufion of
the war before the laft, and what kind ef
infcriptions are ufually put under the ftatues
of kings, we fhall not find- any thing out-



78 . VIEW OF SOCIETY AND

rageoufly flattering in the above; the mo-
ral- of which is, that the love of peace is
one of the greateft virtues a king can pof-
fefs the beft moral that canbe infinuated
into the breaft of a monarch. '
. In this work the horfe is infinitely more
admired by fculptors and artifts, than
the king. But the greateft overfight is
that the whole group, though all the figures
are larger than life, have a diminative ap-
pearance in the centre of the vaft area <in.
which they are placed.

The wits of Paris could not allow fuch
an opportunity of indulging their vein to
efcape unimproved. Many epigrams are
handed about.—Here are two.:

. Bouchardon eft un animal,
Et fon ouvrage fait pitié ;,
11’ place les vices a cheval,
Et met les vertus & pied,

Voild notre Roi comme il eft A Verfailles,
- Sans foi, fans loi, et fans entrailles, ',

Bath are tao-fevere ; giving the idea of

)
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wicked difpofitions, and cruelty of tempcl;,‘
which do not belong to Lewis the Fifa
- teenth; whofe real charaer, in three
words, is that of a good natured, eafy~
tempered man, funk in floth and fen-
fuality. -

I have feen another infcription for the
ftatue handed about; it is in Latin, and
very fhort ;

STATUA STATUZAE.*

- You may imagine that the .authors of
thefe would meet with a dreadful punith-
ment, ; if they were difcovered. No danger
of that kind is fufficient to .reftrain the
inhabitants of this city from writing and
fpreading fuch Pafquinades, which are
greatly relithed by thé whole nation.

Indeed, I imagine there is more of the
fpirit of, revenge, than of good. policy, in
attempting to repel fuch humours ; which,
if they did not get vent in this manner,

% The Sta'tuc of -a Statue.
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migbt " break out in a ‘more dangerous

fhape.
g Adicu..

‘—'

LETTER XIIL

Paris.

_ I Dinea yefterday with an equal number
of both fexes, at the Chevalier B—’s.
He is F——'s" very intimate friend,
and has a charming houfe within
a few leagues of Paris, which the
Marquis makes full as much ufe of as
the owner. .

The Chevalier has a confiderable revenue
which he fpends with equal magnificence
and ceconomy. He has been married many
years to his prefent lady, a moft agreeable
woman, with whom he poffefles every
thing which can make their union happy,
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except children. They endeavour to forget

“this difagreeable circumftance, by a con-
ftant fucceflion of company; and, which
is very fingular here, the focicty entertained
by the hufband and wife are the fame.

F. » though much younger than either;
is a great favourite of both; and they are
always pleafed when he invites a fmall
company of his- friends to dine at theit
houfe. x -

*The prefent party was propofed by
Madame de M , a rich young widow,
much admired here.; of whom I thail give
you a glimpfe, en paffant——for do not

* imagine I undertake to defcribe the moft

undefcribable of all human beings,——a.
fine French lady.

Madame de M—— has fome wit, more
beauty, and vivacity in the greateft mea<
fure : if there were a fourth degree of
comparifon, I fhould place her vanity there:-
She laughs a great deal, and fhe is in the
right; for her teeth are remarkably fine,
She talks very much, and in a land and de-

p *
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cifive tone of voice.—This is not fo judi-
cious, becaufe her fentiments arc not fo
brilliant as her tecth, and. her'voice is ratheg
harfh.—She is received . with attention-and
refpe&t every where ;—that fhe. owes to" hex
" yank.—She. is liked and followed by the
men ; this fhe owes to. her beauty. She is
not. difliked by the women, which is pro~
bably- owing to. her foibles.. -

. This lady is thought to be fond of
- F : fo, to prevent ftandal, fhe de-
fired me to .call at her honfe,’ and attend:
her to the Chevalier’s.. .
- I found her at her toilette, in confuka-
tion with a general officer and two abbés,
coacerning a new head-drefs which fhe had
juft invented.—It was {mart and fanciful ;
and, after a few corre&ions, received the -
fanQion of all thofe critics. They declared
it to be a valuable difcovery, and: foretold
that it would immediately become the
general mode of - Paris ; and do immortal
honour to the genius of Madame de

M—
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She wheeled from before the glafs, with
an air of exultation.~—Allons, donc, mes
enfans—,——\- a la gloire,—cried fhe; and
was proceeding to give orders for her equi«.
page, when a fervant entered, and informed
her that Madame la Comteffe had accepted
her invitation, and would certainly do her-
felf the honor of dining with her.

1 defpair of giving you an idea of the
fudden change which this meflage . occa-
fioned in the features of Madame de M—,
Had fhe heard of the death of her father,
or her only child, fhe coald not'have been
more confounded.—Eft.il poffible (faid fhe,
with an accent of defpair) qu’on puile étre
£ béte |—The fervant was -called, and exa~
mined regarding the import of the anfwer
. he had brought from Madame la Comteffe.
—1It was even fo——the was, affurediy. to
came.—Freth exclamations on the part of
Madame de M——. Did you fend to in«,
vite her for this day * (id [-~Undoubtedly
1 did, replied: Madame de M—-—, That
could be delayed no longer,~She came (@
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town laft Sunday.—I therefore fent her the
politeft meffage in the world, begging to-
have the honour -of her company for this
day, at dinner ; and behold the horrid
woman ( with a rudenefs or ignorance of
life without example) fends me word: the’
will come.

It very fhocking, indeed, faid I, that:
the fhould have mifunderftood your kind-
nefs fo prodigioufly. — Is ‘it not? faid fhe.:
Could any mortal have expeited fo barbas’
rous a retarn’of civility ? —— She is con-
néQed with fome of my relations in the
country. : —when fhe came to town, I im-’
mediately left my name with her porter. —
She called next day on me—I had"informed:
my Swifs, that I' was always to be .out”
when fhe came, - I was denied according-
ly.—Cela eft tout fimple, et felon les régles,”
The, woman is twenty ycars older than I,
and we muft bie infupportable to each-other-
~ She ought to-have feen; that my ‘invita-"
tion ‘was diCtated by politenefs-only : —the
fame - politenefs on her part thould have
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prompted her to send a refufal. In this
manner we might have vifited each other,
dined and fupped together, ind remained
on the moft agrecable footing imaginable
through the whole courfe. of our lives :—but
this inftance of grofhiéreté muft put an end
to all connection. Well—there is no
remedy.—I muft fuffer purgatory for this
one day. - Adieu. Prefent my complis
ments to Madame B—— Inform her of
this horrid accident,

Having condoled with Madame de M-~
on her unmerited’ misfortane, 1 took my
leave and joined F: ~—, to whom I re-
counted the -fad chance which had deprived
us of that lady’s company.

He did not appear quite fo unhappy as
fhe had on the occafion ; but he fwore be
was -convinced that the Countefs had ac-
cepted the invitation to dinner par pure
malice ; for to his knowledge, fhe was ac-
quainted with their party to the Chevalier
B————'s, and had certainly feized that op-
portunity of plaguing Madame de M——\,
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whom the hated. Without that douceur,
he imagined the dinner would be as great -
a purgatory. to the Countefs, as it could
poflibly be to Madame de M——. How
thefe affc@ionate friends contrived to pafs
their time together I know net, but we had
a moft-agreeable party at the Chevalier’s—
the Marquis entertaining the company
with the hiftory of Madame de M——'s
misfortune, and the loving téte-i-téte which
it had occafioned.——This he related with
fuch fprightlinefs, .and defcribed - his own
grief and difappointment with fuch a flow
of gopd humour, as in fome degree indem~

nified the company for the lady’s abfence.




MANNERS IN FRANCE. L {2

LETTER XIV.

. Paris.
THOUGH the gentlenefs of French man-
ners qualifies in fome degree the feverity
of the government, as I obferved in a for-
‘mer letter, ftill the condition of the
common people is by no means com~
fortable. e -

When we cenfider- the prodigious re~
foursces of -this kingdom ; the advantages it
enjoys above almeoft every other country in
peint of foil, climate, and fituation ; the
induftry and ingenuity of the inhabitaats,
attached by affeQion to their kings, and
fubmiffive to the laws ; we natusally. expeck
that ¢he bulk of the nation fhould be at
their eafe, and that poverty fhould be as
little known here as in any country of
Ecurope. I-do not fpeak of ihat ideal os
comparative poverty, the child of envy and
covetoufnefs, which may be felt by the
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richeft citizens of London or Amfterdam ;
or of the poverty produced in capitals .by
gaming, luxury, and diffipation ; but of
that a&ual poverty, which arifes when the
laborious part of the nation cannot acquire
a- competent . thare of the neceffaries of
life by their-induilry. :

The two firft flow from the vices and
extravagance of individuals: — The other
from a bad government. :

Much of the firft may be found in Lon«
don, where more riches circulate than in
any city of Eutope ; of the laft there is fittle
to be feen in the country of England.

The reverfe of this is the cafe in France;
where the pooreft inhabitants of the capi«
tal are often in a better fituation than the
laborious peafant. The former, by admi-
niftering to the: luxuries, or by takimg ad-
vantage of the follies of the great and the
wealthy, may procure a tolerable livelihood,
and fometimes make a fortune; while the
peafant cannot, without much difficulty, earn
a fcanty and precarious fubfiftence.
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To have an adequate idea of the wealth
of England, we muft vifit the provinces,
- and fee how the nobility, the gentry, and -
efpecially the farmers and country people,
in general live. The mogpificence of the
former, and the abundance which prevails
among the latter claffes, muft aftonith the
natives of any other country in Europe.

To retain a favourable notion of the
wealth of France, we muft remain in the
capital, or vifit a'few trading or manufac~"
turing towns ; but muft feldom enter the
chateau of the Seigneur, or the hut of the
peafant. In the one, we fhall find nothing
but tawdry furniture, and from the other
we fhall be fcared by penury.

A failure of crops, or a carelefs admini-
ftration, may occafion diftrefs and fcarcity
~of bread ameng the common people at a
particular time : but when there is a per-
manent poverty through various reigns, and
for a long tralt of years, among the pea-
fantry of fuch .a country as France; this
feems to me the fureft proof of a carelefs,
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and confequentiy an oppreffive-government,
Yet the French very feldom complain of
their government, though often  of their
governors , and- never of the Klng, but ale
ways of the minifter. _

Although the enthufiaftic affetion which
the people of this nation once felt for their
prefent monarch be greatly abated, it is not
annihilated. Someé ofthe:courtiers, indeed,
‘who are fuppofed to adminifter to the
"King’s pleafures, are-detefted. . The impru-
dent oftentatious luxu~ry of ‘the miftrefs, is
publicly execrated ; but their cenfure of the
King, even where they think themfelves
‘quite fafe, never burfts out as it would-in
‘fome other nations, in violent expreffions,
fuch as, Curfe his folly,—his weaknefs, or—
his obftinacy. No: even their cenfure of
him is intermingled with a kind of affec-
tionate regret.—Naturellement il eft bon,
they fay.—And when they obferve the de-
plorable anxiety and difguft in his coun-
" tenance,” which are ‘the concomitants of a
- conftitution jaded by pleafure, and of a
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mmd incapable of application, thev cry,

* Mon Dieu, qu'il eft trifte !—Il et mal-

- heureux lui-méme j~———comment peut-i
-penfer 4 nous autres? '

I am perfuaded, that, in fpite of the dif
content which really fubfifts at prefent
m_France, the King might recover the
efteem and affeCtion of his fubje&s at once
by the fimple manceuvre of difmiffing his
minifter, and a few other unpopular cha~
xalters. A Lettre de cachet, ordering them
40 banifhment, or fhutting them up in the

~Baftille, would be confidered as a complete
revolution of government, and the nation
would require no other Bill of Rights than
what proceeded from this dreadful inftne
ment of tyranny.
. As matters are at prefent, in mv opiniom,
no body of men in France has, properly
fpeaking, any -rights. The Princes, the
noblefle, and the clergy, have indeed cer-
tain privileges, which diftinguith them in

" different degrees from their fellow-fubjets :

but as for rights, they have none; or, which
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amounts to. the Tame thing, none whick
can defend them, or which they can defend *
againft the Monarch, whenever he in his
royal wifdom choofes to invade or annihilate
them. : )

A Frenchman will tell you, that their
parliamenta have the right of remonftrating
10 the throne upoa certain occafions.—
This is a precious -privilege indeed! the
common-council of London are in poffef
fion of this glorious right alfo, and we alt
know what it avails. It is like the power
of which Owen Glendower boafted———
¢ calling fpirits from "the vafty deep.”’—
But the misfortune was, that none came. in
<onfequence of his call,

The parliaments of Paris can indeed re-
monftrate ; add have done it with fuch
ftrength of reafoning and energy of expref-.
" fion, that if eloquence were able to prevail
over unlimited power, every grievance
would have been redreffed. T

Some of thefe remonftrances difplay not
* only examples of the moft (ublime and pa-
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thetic eloquence, but alfo breathe a fpirit
of freedom which would do honour to-a
Britith Houfe of Commons.

- The refitance which. the members of
the parliament of Paris made to the will of
the King, does them the greareft honour.
Indeed the lawyers in' France have dif-
played more juft and manly fentiments of
government, and have made a nobler ftrag-
gle againtt defpotic power, than any fet of
men in the kingdom. It has therefore
often affe@ted me with furprife and indig-
mtion, to obferve the attempts that are
made here to turn this body of men into
ridicule. _ :

One of this profeflion is never introduced
on the flage but in a ridicolous charaQer.
This may give fatisfattion to thé prince,
whefe power they bave endeavoured to
limit, or to thoughtlefs flavith coartiers ;
but-ought to be viewed with horror by the
nation, for whofe good the gentlemen of
the long robe have hazarded fo much; for
in their oppofition to' the court; much per-
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fonal danger was to be feared, and no lu-
ceative advantage to be reaped. :
Thofe who oppofe the court meafures in
our ifland incur, I thank Heaven, n6 per-
fonal rifk on that account, A member
of the Britith parliament may launch his
patriotic bark in the moft -perfe& fecurity:
—He may glide down ‘the current of in-
ve&tive, fpread all his canvas, catch every
“gale, and fail for an hour or two upon the
edge of treafon, without any rifk of being.
fucked jnto its whilpool. But though he.
has nothing to fear, it is equally evident that.
he has nothing to hope from fuch a voyage.
Oppofition was formerly confidered as a
‘means of getting into power: Mais nous
avons changé tout cela, Let any one re-
collect' the numbers who, with very mo--
derate abilities, have crawled on their knees’
into office, and compare them: with the
numbers and fuccefs of thofe who, armed
with genius and the artillery of eloquence,
attempt the places by ftorm; if, after this,
he joins the aflailants, he muft either a&t
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from other motives than thofe of felf-inte-
reft, or betray his ignorance in the calcu-
Iation of chances.

The fecurity, and even the exiftence, of
the Parliament of Paris, depending entirely
on the pleafure of the King, and having"
no other weapons, offenfive or defenfive,
but juftice, argument, and reafon, their
fate might have been forefeen—the ufnal
fate of thole who have no other artillery
to oppofe to power:— The members were
difgraced, and the parliament abolifhed.
The meafore was confidered as violent ; -the
exiles were regarded as martyrs ; the people
were aftonithed and grieved. At length,
recovering from their furprife, they diffi-
pated their forrow, -as they do on all occa-
fions of great calamity——by fome vely
merry fongs.
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LETTER XV.

Paris. 7

My friend F—aalled on me a few

days fince, and as foon as he underftood
that I had no particular engagement, he
infifted that I fhould drive fomewhere into
the country, dine téte-i-téte with him, and
return in time for the play, ‘

When we had drove a few miles I per-
ceived ‘a genteel-looking young fellow
drefled in an old aniform. He fat wader a

"tree, on the grafs, ata little diftance from
the road, and amufed himfelf by playing
on the violin,  As we came nearer we per-
ceived he had a wooden leg, part of which
lay in fragments by his fide.

What do you there, foldier? faid the
Marquis. — I am on my way home to my
own village, mon officier, faid the foldier.
— But, my poor friend, refumed the Mar-

quis,
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quis, you will be a furious long time before
you arrive at your journey’s end, if you have
no other carriage befides thefe, pointing at
the fragments of his wooden leg. — I wait
for my equipage and all my fuite, faid the -
foldier ; and I am greatly miftaken if [ do
not fee them this moment coming down
the hill. '
- We faw a kind of cart, drawn by oné
horfe, in which was a woman, and a pea-
fant who drove the horfe. — While they
drew near, the foldier told us he had been
wounded in Corfica — that his leg had been
cut off — that before fetting out on that ex-
pedition, he had been contra@ed to a young
woman in the neighbourhood = that the
* marriage had been poftponed till his return;;
—= but wheg he appeared with a2 wooden
leg, that all the girl’s relations had oppofed
the match, — The girl’s mother, who was
her only furviving parent, when he began
, his courtthip, had always been. his friend ;
“but fhe had died while he was abroad —
The young woman herfelf, however, re-
YOL. I » E
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mained conftant in her affeions, received
him with open arms, and had agreed to
leave her relations, and accompany him to
Paris, from whence they intended to fet oat
in the diligence to the town where he was
born, and where his father ftill lived, ~—
That on the way to Paris his wooden leg
- had fnapped ; which had obliged his miftrefs
to leave him, and go to the next village in
queft of a cart to carry him thither, where
he would remain dll fuch time as the car-
penter fhould renew his leg. — C'eft un
malheur,. mon officier, concluded the fol-
dier, qui fera bientdt réparé — et voici mon
amie | —

The girl {prang before the cart, feized the
outftretched hand of her lover, and told him-
with a fmile full of affe@ion, -~ that fhe
‘had feen an admirable carpenter, who had
promifed to make a leg that would not
break, that it would be ready by the mor-
row, and they might refume their journey
as foon after as they pleafed,
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“The foldier received his miftrefs’s com-
pliment as it deforved.

She feemed abeut twenty years of age, a
beautiful, fine-thaped girl — a brunette,
whofe countenance indicated fentiment and

. vivacity. .

" You muft be much fatigued, my dear,
faid the Marquis. —On ne fe fatigue pas,
Monficur, quand on travaille pour ce qu’on
aime, replied the girl.— The foldier kiffed
her hand with a gallant and’ tender air, —
‘When a woman has fixed her heart upon a
man, you fee, faid the Marquis, turning to:
me, it is nota leg more or lefs that will
make her change her fentiments.— Nor-
was it his legs, faid Fanchon, which made
any impreflion on my heart. 1f they had
made a little, however, faid “the Marquis,
you would not haye been fingular in.your.
way of thinking ; but allons, continued he,
addreffing himfelf to me— This girl is quite
charming — her lever has the appearance
of a braye fellow ; — they have but three
legs betwixt them, and we have four; ~ if

33355
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you have no objeétion, they fhall have the
carriage, and we will follow -on foot to the,
next village, and fee what can be done for
thefe lovers. = I never agreed to a propofal
with more plealure in my life.

The foldier began to make difficulties
about entering into the vis-i-vis, - Come,
come, friend, faid the Marquis, I am a Co-
lonel, and it is your daty to obey : get in-
without much ado, and your miftres fhall
follow. .
Entrons, mon bon ami, faid the girl, fince
thefe gentlemen infift upon doing us fo much
honour.

"A girl like you would do honour to the
fineft coach in. France. Nothing counld

 pleafe me more than to have it in my power

to make you happy, faid the Marquis, —
Laiffez moi faire, mon Colonel, faid the fol-
dier. Je fuis heureufe comme une reine, faid
Fanchon.— Away moved the chaife, and the
Marquis and I followed.

Voyez vous, combien nous fommes heu-
reux nous autres Francais 3 bon marché,
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faid the Marquis to me, adding with a fmile,
le bonheur, i ce qu'on m'a dit, eft plus
cher en Angleterre. But, anfwered I, how
- Jong will this lat with thefe paoor people?
~— Ah, pour le coup, faid he, voili une re-
‘flexion- bien Angloife — that, indeed, is
what I cannot tell ; neither do 1 know how
Jong you or I may live ; but I fancy it would
be great folly to be forrowful through life,
becaufe we do not know how foon misfor-
tunes may come, and becaufe we are quite
certain that death is to come at laft.

When we arrived at the inn to which we
hat ordered the potftilion to drive, we found
the foldier and Fanchon.  After having or-
dered fome vituals and wme—Pray, faid I
to the foldier, how do you propofe to main-
tain your wife and yourfclf? — One who
has contrived to life for five years on fol-
dier's pay, replied he, can have little diffi-
culty for the reft of his life. —I can play
tolerably well on the fiddle, added he, and
perhaps there is not a village in all France
of the fize, where there are {o many mas-
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riages as in that in which Wwe are going to'
fettle — 1 fhall never want employment.’
= And [, faid Fanchon, can weave hair nets’
and filk purfes, and mend ftockings. Be-
fides, my uncle has two hundred livres of

mine in his hands, and although he is bro--

© ther-in-law to the Bailiff, and volontiers bry-
' tal, yet I will make him pay it every fous.
~ And ], faid the {oldier, have fifteen livres
in my pocket; befides two louis_that I lent
to a poor farmer to enable him to pay the

taxes, and which he will repay me when he'

is able.
You fee, Sir, faid Fanchon to me, that
we are not objets of compaffion, — May"

we not be happy, my good friend (turning

to her lover with a look of exquifite ten«
dernefs), if it be not our own fault? —If

Yyou are not, ma douce amie ! faid the foldier -
with great warmth, je ferai bien i plaindre. -
= I never felt a more charming fénfation -
The tear trembled in the Marquis's eye. — -
Ma foi, faid he to me, ceft une comédie
Jarmoyante — Then turning to Fanchon, -

L
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Conie hither, my dear, faid he; till fuch
time as yon can get payment of the two
hundred livres, and mi friend here recovers
his two louis, accept of this from me, put«
ting a purfe of louis into her hand —1
hope you will continue to love your huf~
band, and to be loved by him. — Let me
know from time to time how your affairs
go on, and how I can ferve you. This
will inform you of my name, and where
I live. But if ever you do me the pleas
fare of calling at my houfe at Paris, —
be fure to bring your hufband with you;
for I would not with to efteem you lefs
or love you more than I do this moment.
Let me fee you fometimes ; but always bring
your hufband along with yeu. — I fhall
never. be afraid to truft her with you,
faid the foldier: — She fhall fee you as
often as fhe pleafes, without my going
with her,

It was by too much venturing (as your
ferjeant told me) that you loft your leg,
my befl friend, faid Fanchon, with a finile,
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to het lover. Monfieur le Colonel n’eft
que trop aimable. I fhall follow his ad-
vice literally, and when I have the honour
of waiting on him, you fhall always at-
tend me, .

. Heaven blefs you both my good friends,
fand the Marquis ; may he never know what
happinefs is who attempts to interrupt your
felicity ! — Tt {hall be my bufinefs to find
out fome employment for you, my fellow-
foldier, more profitable than playing on the
fiddle. In the mean time, ftay here till a
coach comes, which fhall bring you both this
night to Paris; my fervant fhall provide
lodgings for you, and the beft furgeon for
wooden legs that can be found. When
you are properly equipped, -let me fée you
before you go home. Adien, my honeft’
fellow; be kind to Fanchen: She feems
to delerve your love. = Adieu, Fanchon; I
fhall be happy to hear that you are as
fond of Dubois two years hence as you are
at prefent. So faying, he fhook Dubois
by the hand, faluted Fanchon, puthed me
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into the carnage before him, and away we
drove.

As we returned to town, he broke out
feveral times into warm praifes of Fane
chon’s beauty, which infpired me with
fome fufpicion that hc might have farther
wviews upon her.

I was fufficiently acquainted with his
free manner of life, and I had a little
before feen him on the point of being
marncd to one woman, after he had ar~
ranged every (hmg, as he called it, with
‘another.

To fatisfy myfelf in this partlcular, I
queftioned him in a jocular ftyle on this
fubje&t.

" No, my friend, faid he, Fanchon fhall
never be attempted by me.——Though I
think her exceedingly pretty, and of that
kind of beauty too that is moft to my tafte;
yet I am more charmed with her con-
flancy to honeft Dubois, than with any
other thing about her : if the lofes that
the will lofe her greatet beauty in miy

£*
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eyes. - Had fhe been fhackled to a morofe,
exhaufted; jealous fellow, and defired:a re--
drefs- of grievances, the cafe would have
been different ; - but her heart is. fixed upon
ker old lover Dabois, who feems to be a -
worthy man, and:1 dare fay will make her
happy. . If I were inclined to try her, very
probably it would be in " vain :—The con-
flancy which has ftood. firmr againft abfence,.
and a cannon-ball, would not be overturned
by - the airs, the tinfel, and the jargon of a
petit-maitre. It gives me- pleafure te.
believe it would not, and I am determined. -
never to make the trial, -

F ———— mnever appeared fo perfe@ly
amiable. |

B—— called- and fupped with me the:
fame evening.. T was too. full of the ad-
venture of Fanchon and Dubeis, not te :
mentien it to him, with all the particu~
lars, of the- Marquis’s behaviour.——This
F————of yours, faid he, is an honeft
fellow, Do—contrive to let us dine with
him to-morrow.——By the bye, continued -
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he- after a little paufe, are not thofe
Fo——s originally from England \—]
think I have heard of fuch a name in
Yorkthire. -
S Adicu.

LETTER XVL

: Paris. -
I Am uneafy when I hear people affert,
that mankind always a@& from motives
of -felf-intereft. It creates a fufpicion that
thofe who'maintain this fyftem; judge of
others by their own feelings. This con-
clufion, however, may be as erroneous is
the- general affertion ; for I have heard it
maintained -(perhaps from: affe@ation) by
very difinterefted people; who, when puih~
ed, -could not fupport their argument withi--
eat perverting the received meaning of
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“language.—Thofe who perform. generous
or apparently difinterefted ations, fay, they
are prompted by fcifith matives—by, the
pleafurc which they themfelves - feel.———
There are people who have this feeling fo
ftrong, that they cannot pafs a miferable

" obje& without endeavouring to affift him—

'Such people really relieve themfelves when
they relieve the wretched.

All this is very true: but is it not a
ftrange afertion, that people are not be-
nevolent, becaufe they cannot be other-
wife !

Two men are ﬁzndmg near a froit-fhop
in St, James’s ftreet. There are fome pine~
apples within the window, and a poor wo-
man, with an infant crying at her empty
breaft, without. One of the gentlemen
walks in, pays a guinea for a pinc-apple,
which he calmly devours ; while the wo-
man implores him for a penny, to buy her
a morfel of bread—and imptores in vain :
not that this fine gentleman valuesa penny ;
but to put his band in his _pocket would
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give him fome trouble ;~—the diftrefs of the
woman gives him none. The other man
happens to have a guinea in his pocket
alfo; he gives it to the woman, walks
home, and dines on beef-ﬁeab, wuh his
wife and children.

Without - doing injuftice to the tafte of
the former, we may believg that the latter
received the greateft gratification for his
- guinea. You will never convince me,
however, that his motive in beftowing it
was as felfith as the other’s.

. Some few days after the adventure I

mentioned in my laft letter, I met F——

and B———at the opera, They bad be-

come acquairted with each other at my

lodging two days before, according to

B——"s defire.—It gave me plexfure tolee

‘them on fo goed 2 footing. i

- F invited us to go home and fit

an hour with him before we went to bed 5
~to which we affented.

The Marquis then told wus, ‘we fhould
‘have the pleafure of feeing Fanchon in ber,
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beft gown, and Dubois with his new leg— -
for he had ordered his valet to invite them, .

with two or three of his companions, to a
little fupper.

While the Mirqms was fpeakmg, hls )

coach drove up to the door of the opera—
where a well known lady was at thae
moment waiting for her carriage.

B—— feemed to: recolle& himfelf of &
* fudden, faying, ke much be excufed from:
going with us, having.an affair of fome
importance to tranfal at home.

The Marquis fmiled
by the hand—faying, C’eft apparcmment
quelque affaire qui regarde la conftitn-
tion ;. vivent les Anglois pour L’amoun
patriotique I . ‘

When we arrived at the Marquis’s, the
“fervants and their guefts were affembled
in the little garden behind the hotel, and
<dancing by moon-light to Dubois’s mufic..

He and Fanchon' were invited to a glafs-

of wine in the Marquis’s parlour.—The’
poor fellow’s heart fwelled. at the fight of -

thook B— E
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his benefaltor, He attempted to exprefs
his gratitude ; but his voice failed and he
could not articulate a2 word. -

Vous n’avez pas i faire 3 des ingrats,
Monfieur le Colonel, faid Fanchon. My
hufband, continued fhe, is more affe@ed
with yeur goodnefs, than he was by the
Jofs of his leg, or the cruclty of my rela-
tions,.——She then, in a ferious manner,.
with the voice of gratitude, and in the lan-
guage of Nature, exprefied her own and her
hufband’s obligations to the Marquis ; and,
amongft others, the alluded to.twenty loais
which her hafband had recéived da fa part
that very afternoon.——You intend to
make- a faint of a finner, my dear, faid the
Marquis ; and to fucceed the better, you
invent ‘falfe miracles. Iknow nothing of
the twenty louis you mention.———But1
know a' great deal; for here they are i
my poeket, fays Dubois.— The Marquis ftill

" infifted they. had pot come from him.—
The foldier then declared, that he had
cilled -abour one a'clock, ta pay his duty
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to Monfieur d¢e F ————; but not find-
ing him at home, he was returning to his
lodgings, when, 'in the ftreet, he obferved
a gentleman looking at him with attention,
who foon accofted him, demanding if his
name was not Dubois? if he had not loft
his leg at Corfica? and feveral other quef-
tions : which being an{wered in the afhrma-
tive, he flipped twenty louis into his hand,
telling him that it would help to furnith
his houfe. Dubois in aftonifhment
had exclaimed. — Mon Dieu ! "voili encore
Monfieur de F— . Upon which the
ftranger had replied : yes, he fends you that
by me: and immediately he turned into
-another ftreet, and Dubois faw no more of
him, ' .

"We were all equally farprifed at the
. fingutarity of this little adventure. On

.inquiring more particularly about the ap-
pearance of the ftranger, I was convinced he
‘could be no other than B——,

I remembered he had been affe&ed with
the ftory of Dubois when I told it to him.
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Y ou know B——is not ene .of thofe who
allow any emotions of that nature to pafs
unimproved, or to evaporate in {entiment.
He generally puts them to fome practical
ufe.—So having met Dubois accidentally
in the ftreet, he had made him this fmall
prefent, in the manner above related ; and
on his underftanding that Dubois and
Fanchon were at F. 's, he had de-
clined going, to avoid any explanation en
the fubject.

Had our friend B—— been a man of
fytem, or much refleGtion, in his charity,
“he would have confidered, that as'the foldier
bad already been taken good care of, and
was under the protetion of a generous man,
there was no call for. his interfering in
the bufinefs; and he would probably have
kept his twenty guineas for fome more
prefling occation. .

. There are men in the world {and very
ufeful and moft' refpeCtable men no doubt
they are), who examine the pro’s and the
con’s. before they decide upon the moft
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indifferent occafion; who are_direfted in
all their aQions by propriety, and by the
generally received notions of duty. They
weigh, in the niceft fcales, every claim
that an acquaiotance, a relation, or a
friend may have on them; and they en-
deavour to pay them: on demand, as they
would a bill of exchange. They calcu-
late their income, and proportion every
expence; and hearing it aflerted every
week from the pulpit, that there is ex-
ceeding good intereft to be paid one time
or other, for the money that is given to
the poor, they riik~ a little every year upon
that venture. Their paffions and their
affairs are always in excellent order; they
walk through life undifturbed by the mif<
fortunes of others: and when they come to
the end of their journey, they are decently
interred in a church-yard, .

There is another fet of men, who never
calculate ; for they are generally guided
by the heart, which never was taught .
arithmetic, and . knows nothing of ac-
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counts. Their heads have fcarcely a vote
in the choice of their acquaintances; and
without the confent of the heart, moft
certainly none in their friendthips. They
perform as of benevolence (without re-
colle€ting that this is a duty) merely for
the pleafure they afford; and perhaps for-
get them, as they do their own pleafures,
‘when paft,

As for little occafional charities, thefe
. are as natural to fuch thara@ers as breath-
ing : and they claim as little merit for the
one as for the other, the whole feem-
ing an affair of inftin& rather than of re-
fiection. -

That the firl of thefe two claflfes of
men is the moft ufeful in fociety ; that
their affairs will be conduted with moft
circumfpection ; that they will keep out
of many fcrapes and difficulties that the
others_may fall into; and 'that they are
(if you infift upon it very violently )
the moft virtuous of the two, ] fhall not
difpute : Yet for the foul of mo I cannat

-



116 VIEW OF SOCIETY ANB

help preferring the other; for almoft all
the friends I have ever had in my life, are
of the fecond clafs.

LETTER XVIL

Paris.

Consmnmﬁc the natural'gaiety and vo-
fatility of the French nation, I have often
been furprifed at their fondnefs for tra-
gedy, efpecially as their tragedies are barren
of incident, full of long dialogues and
declamatory f{peeches ; — and modelled
according to the ﬁn&e{l code of critical
legiflation.

The moft {prightly and fathionable
people of both fexes flock to thefe enter-
" tainments in prcference to all others, and

liten with unrelaxed gravity and attention.

One would imagine that fuch a ferious,

corre®, and uniform amufement, would
\ be more congenial with the phleém and
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faturnine difpofitions of the Englith, than
with the gay, volatile temper of the
French.

An Englifh audience loves thew, buftle,
and incident, in their tragedies ; and have
a mortal averfion to long dialogues and
fpeeches, however fine the fentiments, and

however beautiful -the language may be.

In this, it would feem that the two na-
tions had changed chara&ters. Perhaps it
would be difficult to account for it in a
fatisfaCtory mauner. 1 fhall not attempt
it. A Frenchman would cut the matter
thort, by faying, that the Paris audience
has a more corre® and juft tafte than
that of London; that the one could be
amufed and delighted with poetry and fen-
timent, while the other could not be kept
awake without buftle, guards, .proceflions,
trumpets, ﬁgh;ing, and murder.

For my own part, I admire the French
Melpomene more in the clofet than on the
ftage. 1 cannot be reconciled to the French
altors of tragedy, Their pompous manner

/
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of declaiming feems to me very unnatural.
The ftrut, and fuperb geftures, and what
they call a2 maniére noble, of their boafted
Le Kain, appear, in my eyes, ‘a little outré.

The juftnefs, the dignified fimplicity,
the energy of Garrick’s attion, have de-
firoyed my relith for any manner different
from his. That exquifite, but concealed
art, that magic power, by which he could
melt, freeze, terrify the foul, and command
the obedient paffions as he pleafed, we look
for in vain upon our own, or any other
ftage.

‘What Horace faid of Naturc may be,

applied with cqual juftnefs to that unrivalled

actor :

~=—— Juvat, aut impellit ad iram,
Aut ad humum meerore gravx deducit, et
angit,* ~

¥ Transports to rage: dilates the heart with mu‘tb,

Wrings the sad soul and bends it down to earth,
Francis,
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- One of the moft difficult things in aing
" is the player’s concealing himfelf behind the
charaler he aflames : the inftant the fpec-
tator gets a peep of him, the whole allufion
vanifhes, and the pleafure is fucceeded by
difguft. In QOedipns, Mahomet, and Orof«
mane, 1 bave always dete@ed Le Kain;
but ] have feen the Englith Rofcius repre-
fent Hamlet, Lear, Richard, without recol-
le&ing that there was fuch a perfon as David
Garrick in the world. ‘

The French tragedians are apt in my
opinion o overflep the modefly of nature.
Nature is not the criterion by which their
merit is to betried.—The audience meafures
them by a more fublime ftandard, and ifthey
come not up to that, they cannot pafs
mufter. -

Natural a&ion, and a natural elocution
they feem to think incompatible with dig-
nity, and imagine that the hero muft an-
nounce the greatnefs of his foul by fugere
cilious looks, haughty geftures, and a hol-
low founding voice. Such eafy *familiar
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dialogue as Hamlet holds  with his -old

- fchool-fellow Horatio, appears to them low,
vulgar, and inconfiftent with the dignity of
tragedy. .

But if fimplicity of manners be not
inconfiftent <in real life, with genius, and
the moft exalted greatnefs of mind, I do
not fee why the aftor who reprefents a

" hero, fhould affume geftares which we
have no reafon to think were ever in ufe
in any age, or among any rank of men.

Simplicity of manners, however, is fo far
from being inconfittent with magnanimity,
that the one for the moft part accompanies
the other. The French have fome reafon
to lean to this opinion ; for two of the
greateft ‘men their nation ever produced
were remarkable for the fimplicity of their
manners. Henry 1V. and Maréchal Tu-
renne weére diftinguithed by that, as well as
by their magnanimity and other heroic
virtues. :

How infinitely fuperior in real greatnefs
and intrinfic- roerit, were thofe men to the

ftutting
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®rutting oftentatious Lewis, who was al-
ways affeQing agreatne(s he never pofiefled,
= till misfortune humbled his. mind to the
ftandard of humanity? then, indeed, throw-
ing away his pageantry and blufter, he afe
fumed true dignity, and for the firft time
obtained the admiration of the judicious.
In the correfpondence with de Torcy,
Lewis’s letters, which it is now certain
were written and compofed by himfelf,
prove this, and difplay a foundnefs of judg-

~ment and real greatnefs of mind whick
feldom - appeared in the meridian of what
they call his glory.

What Lewis was ( in the height of his
profperity ) to Henry in “the effential
qualities of a King and Hero, fuch is Le
Kain to Garrick as an afor.

The French flage can boaft at prefent
of more than-one a&refs who may difpute
the laurel of tragedy with M. Yates, or
Mrs. Barry.*

* When thefe letters were firft publiihod;
VoL, L. r
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In comedy, the French ators excel, and

can produce at all times a greater number
far above mediocrity, than are to be found
on the Englith ftage.
- The national charafter and manners of
the French give them perhaps advantages
in this line ; and befrdes, they have more
numerous refources to fupply them with
altors of every kind. In all the large
trading and manufa@uring towns, of which
there are a great number in France, there
are phayhoufes eftablithed. The fame thing
takes place in moft of the frontier towns,
and wherever there is-a garrifon of twe
or three regiments.

Mrs. Siddons,
At whofe command our paffions rife or filf,
Obedient to the magie of her call,

had not appeased an the London ftage. The

juftnefs, dignity, and energy of this charming

woman’s action certainly never was furpaffed,

if it ever was equalled, on the French, or any
other ftage,
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- There are companies of French come-

dians alfo-at the northern courts, in all the
large towns of Gerntany, and at fome of
the courts of Italy. All of thefe are aca-
demies which educate alors-for the Paris
flage.
. In genteel comedy particalarly, I ima«
gine the French aQors excel ours. They
have in general more the appearance of
people of fathion.

There is not fuch a difference between
the manners and behaviour of the people
of the firft rank, and thofe of the middle
and lower ranks, in France as in England,
Players, therefore, who wifh to catch the
manners of people of high sank and
fathion, do not undertake fo great a tafk
in the one country as in the other.

You very feldlom meet with an Englith
fervant who ¢ould pafs for 2 man of quality
or fathion; and accordingly very few peo-
ple wha have been in that fitnation ever
appear on the Englith ftage : But there are
many valets de place in Paris fo very polite,
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fo completely poffefled of all ‘the little eti-
quettes, fafhionable phrafes, and ufual airs
of the beau monde, that if they were fet off
by the ornaments of drefs and equipage,
they would pafs in many of the courts of
Europe, for men of fathion, trés-polid,—
bien aimable—tout-i-fait comme il faut, et
avec infiniment d'efprit; and could be.de-
teCted only at the court of France, or by"
fuch foreigners as have had opportunities of
obferving, and penetration to diftinguith,
the genuine eafe and natural politenefs,
which prevail among the people of rank in
thls country.

" In the chara@er of a Iwely, petulant,

~ genteel petit-maitre of - fathion, Molé ex-
cels any a&or in London.

The fuperiority of the French in genteel
comedy is ftill more evident with regard
‘to the alrefles. Very few Englifth aGrefes
have appeared equal to the parts of Lady
Betty Modifh, in the Carelefs Hufband,
or of Millamant, in The Way of the World.
Grofs abfurdity, extravagant folly, and
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afteQation, are eafily imitated ; but the ele-
gant coquetry, the- lively, playful, agree-
able affe@ation of thefe two finely-imagined
charafters, require greater powers. I ima-
gine, however, from the execution I have
obferved " in fimilar parts, that there are
feveral aétrefles on the French ftage at pre-
fent who could do them ample juftice, -
Except Mrs. Barry and Mrs. Abington, I
know no aétrefs in England who could give
an adequate idea of all that Congreve meant
in Millamant,

It is-remarkable, that the latter alfo ex-
cels in a charaer the moft perfectly oppo-
fite to this, that of an ill taught, awkward,
country. gurl.  Perhaps there is no fuch
young lady in France as Congreve’s Mifs
Prue : but if there were many fuch origi-
nals, no aérefs in that kingdom could give
a copy more exquifite than Mrs, Abington’s.

In low comedy the French are delightful,
I can form no notion of any thing fuperior
to Preville in many- of his parts.

The little French operas which were given
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at the Comedie Italienne, are executed inn 2
much more agreeable manner than any thing
of the fame kind at London. Their ballettes
alfo are more beautiful : —There is a genti-
Jefle and legéreté in their manner of repre-
fenting thefe little fanciful pieces, which make
our fingers and dancers appear fomewhat
awkward and’ clumfy in the comparifon.
As for the Italian picces, they are now
performed only thrice a week, and ‘the
French feem to have loft, ina grei\t roeafure,
‘their relith for them. Carlin, the cclebrated
Harlequin, is the only fupport of thefe
picces. You are acquainted with the won-
derful naiveté and comic powers of this man,
which make us forget the extravagance
“of the Italian drama, and which can create
objells of unbounded mirth, from a chaos
of the moft incoherent and abfurd materials,
An advantageous figure, a graceful man-
ner, a good voice, a ftrong memory, ar
accurate judgment, are all rejuired in a
player : fenfibility, and the power of ex«
prefling the emotions of the heart by the
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voice, and featares, are indifpenfable. It
feems therefore unreafonable, not to con-
fider that profeffion as creditable, in which
we expe& fo many qualities united; while
many others are thought refpeCtable, in
which we daily fee people arrive at eminence
w.thouat common fenfe.

This prejudice is ftill fronger in France
than in England. In a company where
Monf. Le Kain was, mention bappened to
be made, that the king of France had juft
granted a penfion to a certain foperannuated
altor. Aa officer prefent, fixing his eyes
on Le Kain, exprefled his indignation at fo
much being beftowed on a rafcally player,
while he himfelf had got nothing. Eh,
Monfeur ! retorted the alor, comptez-vous
pour rien la liberté de me parler ainfi?
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LETTER XVIIL

Genon.

I Found ' myfelf fo much hurried during
the laft week of my ftay at Paris that.it was .
ot in my power to write to you.

Ten  thoufand little affairs, which ‘might-
bave been arranged much better, and per-
formed with more eafe, had they been tranf-
acted as they occurred, were all crowded, by
the flothful demon of procraflination, inte
the laft buftling week, and executed in an
imperfe€ manner. -

I have often admired, without being able
perfe@ly to imitat, thofe who have the
happy talent of intermingling bufinefs with
amufement.

Pleafure and bufinefs contraft and give a
relith to each other, like day and night,
the conflant viciffitudes of which are far

_
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more delightful than an uninterrupted half
year of either would be.

To pafs life in the moft agreeable manner,
one ought not to be fo much a man of plea-
fure as to poftpone any neceffary bufinefs ;
nor fo much a man of bufinefs as to defpife
clegant amufement. A proper mixture of
both forms a more infallible fpecific againft
tedium and fatigue, than a conftant regimen
of the moft pleafant of the two.
~ As foon as I found the Duke of Hamilton
difpofed to leave Paris, I ppade the neceffary
arrangements for our departure, and a few
days after we began our journey.

Paffing through Dijon, Chalons, Macon,
and a country delightful to behold, but tedi-
ous to defcribe, we arrived on the fourth
day at Lyons.

After Paris, Lyons is the moft magnifi-
cent town in France, enlivened by induftry,
‘enriched by commerce, beautified by wealth,
and by its fituation, in the niddle of a fer-
tile country, and at the confluence of the

Saone and the Rhone. The number of in-
- - g
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hibitants is eftimated at 200,000. The
theatre is accounted the fineft in France;
and all the luxuries of Paris are to be found
at Lyons, though not in equal perfe&ion.
The manners and converfation of mer-
chants and manufaCturers have been gene-
rally confidcrel as peculiar to themfelves,
It is very certain, that there is a ftriking dif
ference in thefe particulars between the in-
habitants of all the manufa&uring and com-
mercial towns of Britain, and thofe of Weft-
minfter. I could not remark the fame dif-
ference between the manners and addrefs of
the people of Lyons and the courtiers of
Verfailles itfelf, )
There appeared_to me a wonderful fimi-
litude between the two. It is probable,
however, that a Frenchmen would perceive
a difference where I could not. A foreigner
does not obferve. the different accents in
which an Englithman, a Scotchman, and an
Irithman fpeak Englith; neither perhips
does he obferve any difference between the
manners and addrefs of the inhabitants. of
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Briftol, and thofe of Grofvenor- fquare,
though all thefe are obvious to a native of
England, '

After a fhort ftay at Lyons, we pro-
ceeded to Geneva, and here we have re-
mained thefe three weeks, without feeling
the fmalleft inclination to fhift the feene.
That I fhould with to remain here is no
way furprifing, but it was hardly to be
éxpeQted that the Duke of Hamilton would
have been of the fame mind. — Fortunately,
however, this is the cafe. 1 know no place
on the continent to which we could go with
any probability of gaining by the change :
the opportunities of improvement here are
many, the amufements are few in number,
and of a moderate kind: The hours glide
along very fmoothly, and though they are
not always quickened by pleafure, they ar¢
unretarded by languor, and unroffled by
_remorfe.

As for myfelf, T have been fo very often
and fo miferably difappointed in my hopes
of happine(s’ by change, that I fhall not,
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without fome powerful motive, incline tos
forego my prefent ftate of content, for the
chance of more exquifite enjoyments in a
different place or fituation, :

I have at length learfit by my own ex-~
perience. (for not one in twenty profits by.
the experience of others), that one. great
. fource of vexation .proceeds from our ine
dulging, too fanguine hopes of enjoyment
from the bleflings we expe; and too much
indifference for thofe we pofles. We fcorn
a thoufand fources of fatisfaltion which we
might have had in. the interim, and permit.
our comfort to be difturbed, and our time
to pafs.unenjoyed, from impatience for fome
imagined pleafure at a diftance, which we
may perhaps never obtain, or wliich;when
obtained, may. change its nature, and be nq
Yonger pleafure.. , Young fays,

~_ Theprefent moment, like a wife, we fhun;,
And ne’er enjoy, becaufe it is our own:
The devil thus cheats men both out of

the enjoyment of this life and of that which
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is tocome, making us, in the firft place;
prefer the pleafurés of this life 10 thofe of a
fatare ftate, .and then continually prefer
future pleafures in- this life to thofe which
are prefent.

. The fum of all thefe apophthegms amounts
to this .—~We fhall certainly remain at Ge-
neva till we become more tired of it than at
Ptcfél\t. A .o

LETTER XIX.

. " Geneva.

-THE fituation of Geneva is in many fef-
pe&ls'as happy as the heart of man could
defire, or -hii imagination conccive. The
Rhone, rafhing out of .the ‘nobleft lake in
Eurepe, flows through the middle of the
ey, ' which. is ¢ncixcled by fertile’ fields, =
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 tivated by the induftry, and adorned by the
“riches and tafte, of the inhabitants.
The long ridge of mountains called Mount
']ura on the one fide, with the Alps, the
Glaciers of Savoy, and the fnowy head of
Mont Blanc on the other, ferve as boun-
daries to the moft charmingly variegated
landfcape that ever delighted the eye.

With thefe advantages in point of fitoay

tion, the citizens of Geneva enjoy freedom

untainted by licentioufnes, and fecurity un-

bought by the horrors of war._

The great numbcr of men of letters,
who either are natives of the place, or have
chofen it for their refidence, the decent

manners, the eafy circumftances, and hu--

‘mane difpofitions of the Genevois in gene-

ral, render this city and its environs a very‘

defirable retreat for people of a philofophic
turn of mind, who are contented with mo-
derate and calm enjoyments, have no loca
attachments or domeftic reafons : for" pre-

ferring another' dountry; and whio wifly in
a certain degree to retire fram the bufile
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of the world -to narrower and calmer
fcenes, and there, for the reft of their
days:

Ducere folicitz jucunda oblivia vite.®

As education here is equally cheap and
liberal, the citizens of Geneva of both fexes
are remarkably well inftruted. 1 do not
imagine that any-country in the world can
produce an equal number of perfons ( taken
without ele&tion from all degrees and pro-
feffions) with minds fo much cultivated as
the inhabitants of Geneva poffefs.

It is not uncommon to find mechanics
in the intervals of their labour amufing
themfelves with the works of Locke, Mon-
tefquieii, Newton, and other produétions of
the fame kind. , N

When I fpeak of the cheapnefs of 2
liberal education, I mean for the natives

© % In fweet oblivion, blifsful balm,
" The bufy cares of life becalm.
Francrs. ’
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and citizens only; for ftrangers now find
every thing dear at Geneva. Wherever
Englithmen refort, this is the cafe. If they
do not fisd things dear, they foon make
them fo.

The democratical nature of -their govern-
ment infpires every citizen with an idea’ of
his owp importance : He perceives that no
man in the republic can infult, or even
negle® him, with impunity.

It is an excellent circumftance in any
government, when the moft powerful man
in the ftate has fomething to fear from the
moft feeble, This is the cafe here: the
meaneft citizen of Geneva is poffcfled of
certain rights, which render him an objeét
deferving the attention of the greateft. Be-
fides, a confcioufnefs of this makes him
tefpect himfelf; a fentiment which, within
proper bounds, has a tendency to render a
man refpeftable to others.

The general chara&ter of human nature
forbids us to expe& that men will always
a& from motives of public fpirit, ‘without
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an eye to private intereft. The beft form
of governinent, therefore, is that in which
the intereft of individuals is moft intimately
blended with the public good.—This may
be more perfe@tly accomplifbed in a fmall
republic than in a gi’cat monarchy.—In the
- farft, men of genius and virtue are difcovered
and called to offices of truft by the impartial

admiration of their fellow-citizens—in the-
other, the higheft places are difpofed of by

the caprice of the prince, or of his miftrefs,
or of thofe courtiers, male or female, who
are neareft “his perfon, watch the variations
of his humour, and know how to feize the
fmiling moments, and turn them to their
own advantage, or that of their dcpendents.
Montelquien fays, that a fenfe of honour
produces the fame effe€ts in a monarchy,
that public fpirit or patriotiim does in a
republic : it muft be remembered, however,
that the firft, according to the modern accep-
tation of the word, is generally confined to
the nobility “and gentry ; whereas public
fpirit is a more univerfal principle, and
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fpreads through all the members -of the
commonwealth.

As faras I can judge, a fpirit of inde~
pendency and freedom, tempered by fenti-
ments of decency and the love of erder,
influence, in a moft remarkable mananer, the
minds of the fubje€ts of this. happy res
public.

Before I knew them, I had formed an

epinion, that the people of this place were

fanatical, - gloomy-minded, and unfociable
as the pnntans in England, and the pretby-
terians in Scotland were, during the civil
wars, and the reigns of Charles II. and his
brother.: In this, however, I find I had
concéived a very erroneous notion.
There is not, 1 may venture to affert, a
city in Europe where the minds of the
people are lefs under the influence "of fuper-
. ftition or fanatical enthufiafm than at Ge-
neva. Servetus, were he now alive, would
not run the fmalleft rifk of perfecation,
The prefent clergy have, I am-perfuaded,
as little the jnclination as the power of mo-

————— Yl ey, S ., Y,

Bl S———— )
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lefting any perfon for fpeculative opinions,
Should the Pope himfelf chufe this city
for a retreat, it would be his own fault if
he did not live in as much fecurity as at the
Vatican.

The clergy of Geneva in general are men
of fenfe, learning, and moderation, impre(-
fing upon the minds of their hearers the
tenets of Chriftianity with all the graces
of pulpit eloquence, and illuftrating the
efficacy of the do&rine by their condu
in life.

The people of every ftation in this place
attend fermons and the public worthip with
remarkable punctuality,. The Sunday is
honoured with the moft refpe@ful decoram
during the hours of divine fervice; but as
foon as that is over, all the ufual amufe-
ments commence.

The public walks are crowded by all de-
grees of people in their beft dreffes.—
The different focieties, and what they call
circles, affemble in the houfes and gardens
of individuals,—They play at cards and at
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bowls and have parties upon the lake with
mufic. . ) '

There is one cuftom univerfal here, and,
" as far as I know, peculiar to this. place;
The parents form focieties for their chil-
dren at a very early period- of their. lives:
" Thefe focieties confift of ten, a dozen, or
more children of the fame fex, and nearly
of the fame age and fituation in life. They
affemble once a week in the houfes of- the
different parents, who entertain the company
by turns with tea, coffee, bifcaits, and fruit ;
and then leave the young. aflembly to the
freedom of their own . converfation, T

This conne&ion is ﬁri&ly kept up
thropgh life whatever alterations may take
place in the fitvation or circumftances of
the indiyiduals, And although they fhould
afterwards form new or preferable intima
cies, they never entirely abandon this fo-
ciety ; but, to the lateft perjod of their lives,
coptinucto pafsa few evenings every. year
with the companions of their vouth and
their earlieft friends.

10%e vy

e " ————— ™.,
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The richer clafs of the citizens have
country houfes adjacent to the town, where
they pafs one haif of the year. Thefe houfes
are all of them neat, and fome ‘of them
fplendid. One piece of magnificence they
poflefs - in greater perfection than the moft
fuperb villa of the greateft ‘lord in any
other part.of the world can boaft, I mean
the profpe& which almeft all of them com-~
mand.—The gardens and vineyards of the
republic ;—the Pays de Vaux ;—Geneva
with its lake ;~——innumerable country-feats ;
—caftles, and little towns around the lake:
—the vallies. of Savoy, and the lofticft
mountains of the Alps, all 'within one
fweep of the eye.

Thofe whofe fortunes or employments
do not permit them to pafs the fummer in
the country, make frequent parties of plea-
fure upon the lake, and dine and fpend the
evening at fome of the villages 'in the envi-
rons, where they amufe themfelves . with
mufic and dancing.

Sometimes they form themfelves into
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circles confifling of forty or fifty perfons,
and purchafe or hire 2 houfe and garden
near the town, where they aflemble every
afternoen dusing the fummer, drink coffee,
lemonade, and other refrefhing liquors ;
and amufe themfelves with cards, conver—
fation, and playing at bewls ; a game very
different from that which goes by the fame
name in’ England; for here, inftead of
a fmooth level green, they often chufe
the rougheft and mofk mnequal piece of
ground. The player, inftead of rolling the
bowl, throws it in fuch a -maoner, that it
refts in the place where it firft touches the
ground ; and if that bea fortunate fituation,
the next player pitches his bowl direétly on
his adverfary’s, fo as to make that fpring
away, while his own fixes itfelf in the {pot
from whence the other had been difloged.—
Some of the citizens are aftonithingty dex-
gerous at this game, which is more com-
_ plicated and interefting than the Englith
manner of playing.
They ‘generally centinue thefe circles till

’,
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the dufk of the evening, and the found of
the drum from the ramparts call them to
the town; and at that time the gates are
fhut, after which no perfon can enter or go
out, the officer of the guard not having the
power to open them, without an order
from the Syndics, which is not to be ob-
tained but on fome great emergency.

LETTER XX

THE mildnefs of the climate the fubs
lime .beautics of the cowntry, and the
agrecable manners of the imhabitants, are
not, in .my opinian, the greateft attrac-
tions of this place, .
Upon the fame hill, in the neighbour-
hood of Geneva, three Englith families at
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prefeat refide, whofe fociety would render
any country agreeable.

The houfe of Mr. Neville is a temple of
hofpitality, good humour, and friendfhip.

Near to him lives your acquaintance Mr.
“Upton. He perfe@ly anfwers your de-
fcription, lively, - fenfible, and obliging ;
and, I imagine happier than ever you
faw him, having fince that time drawn a
great prize in the matrimonial lottery.

Their neareft neighbours are the family
of Mr. Locke. This gentleman, his lady
and children, form one of the moft pleafing
piGures of domeflic felicityI ever beheld.
He himfelf is a man of refined tafte, a be-
nevolent mind, and elegant manners,

Thefe three families, who live in the
greateft cordiality with the citizens of Ge~
neva, their own countrymen, and one
another, render the hill of Cologny the
moft delightful place perhaps at this mo-~
ment in the world,

The Englith gentlemen. who refide in
the town often refort hither, and mix

- with
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with- pamcs of the beﬁ company in
Geneva.

I am told, that our young countrymen
never were on fo friendly and fociable foot-
ing with the citizens of this republic as at .
prefent, owing ina great'degree to the con-
ciliatory manners of thefe three families, and
to the great popalarity of an Englifh noble-
man, wha has lived with his lady and fon in
this ftate for feveral years.

I formerly mentioned, that all who live
in town, muft return from their vifits in
the country at fun-fet, otherwife they are
certain of being fhut out; — the Genevois
being wonderfully jealous of the external,
as well as the internal enemies of their in-
dependency.  This jealoufy has been tranf-
mitted from one generation to another, ever
fince the attempt made by the Duke of
- Bavoy, in the year 1602, to feize upon the
town.

- He marched an army, in the middle of a
dark night, in the time of peace to the gates,
applied faling-ladders to the ramparts and

YoL. I. G
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walls, and having furprifed the centinels,
feveral hundreds of the Savoyard foldiers had
aually got into the town, and the reft
were following, when they were at length
difeovered by a woman, who gave the
alarm.
- The Genevois ftarted from their fleep,
feized the readieft arms they could find, at-
tacked the affailants with fpirit and energy,
killed numbers in the ftreet, drove others out
of the gate, or tambled them ever the ram-
parts, and the few who were taken pri~
foners, they beheaded next morning, without
further procefs or ceremony. *
. The Genevois annually dlﬁmgul(h the
day on which this memorabl& exploit was
performed, as a day of public thankfgiviugl
and rejoicing,

It is called le Jour de l‘Eﬁ:aladc There
is divine worfhip in all the churches.——
The clergymen, on this occafion, after fer-
mon, recapitalate all the circumflances of
this interefting event; put the audience.in
mind of the gratitude they owe to Divine

]
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Providence, and to the valour of their an- -
ceftors, which faved them in fo remarkable
a manner from civil and religious bondage;
enumerate the peculiar bleflings which they,
enjoy ; and exhort them, in the moft pathe-
tic ftrain, to watch over their liberties, re-
main fteady in their religion, and tranf{mit
thefe, and all their other advantages, unim-
paired to their pofterity.
" The evening of the Jour de l’Efcaladc is
fpent in vifiting, feafting, dancing, and all
kinds of diverfions ; for the Genevois feldom
venture .on great feftivity, till they have
previoufly performed their religious daties
i In this, obferving the maxim of the
"Pfalmift, to join trembling with their
mirth. )

The State keeps in pay a garrifon of fix
hundred mercenaries, who mount guard and
do duty every day.  Bat they do not truft

_the fafefy of the republic to thefe alone.
All citizens of Geneva are foldiers. They
are exercifed feveral hours, daily, for two
‘manths, every {uminer ; during which time

.
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they wear their uniforms, and at the end of
that period are reviewed by the Syndics.

As they receive no pay, and as the officers
are their fellow- citizens, it cannot be i ima-
gined that thefe troops will perform the ma-
nual exercife and military evolutions with
the exaltnefs of foldiers who have no other
occupation, and who are under all the rigour
of military difcipline.

Neverthelefs they makea ver)' refpe&able
figure in the eyes even of difinterefted fpec~
tators ; who are, however, but few in num-
ber, the greater part confifting of their own
parents, ‘wives, and children. So, I dare
fwear, there are no troops in the world, who,
at a review, are beheld with more approba-
tion than thofe of Geneva,

Even a firanger of a moderate thare of
* fenfibility, 'who recolle@s the conne@ion
between the troops and the beholders, who
obferves the anxiety, the tendernefs, the
exultation, and various movements of the
heart, which appear in the countenances of
the fpeQators, will find it d.fiicult to remain

-
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anconcerned : — but fympathifing with all
around him, he will natarally yield to the
pleafing emotions, and at length behold the
militia of Geneva with the eyes of a citizen
of the republic.

Geneva, like all free ftates, is expofed to
party-rage, and the public harmony is fre-
quently interrupted by political fquabbles.
Without entering into a detail of the par-
ticular difputes which agitate them at prefent,
I fhall tell you in general, that one part of
the citizens are accufed of a defign of throw-
ing all the power 'int\o the hands of a few fa-
milics, and of eftablithing a complete ariflo-
cracy. The other oppofes every meafure
which is fuppofed to have that tendency, and
by their adverfaries are accufed of feditious
defigns,

It is difficult for firangers who refide
here ‘any confiderable time, to obferve a
fri& neutrality. The Englith in particular
are exceedingly difpofed to take part with
one fide or other: and as the government
" has not hitherto attempted to bribe them,
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they generally attach themfelves to the op-
pofition, o o

- Walking one afternoon with a young
nobleman, who, to:a ftrong tafte for natural
philofophy, unites the moft paffionate zeal
for civil liberty,swe paffed near the garden,
in which one of thofe circles which fupport
the pretenfions of the magiftracy affemble.
I propofed joining them. No, faid my
Lord, with indignation; I will not go for
a moment into fuch a fociety: 1 confider
thefe men as the enemies of theit country,
and that place as a focus for cenfuming
freedom. - .

Among the citizens themfelves, political
altercations are carried on with great fire
and fpirit. _ A very, worthy old gentleman,
in whofe houfe I have been often entertained
with great hofpitality; declaiming warmly
againft certain me-afm;gs of the Council, af-
ferted that all thofe who had promoted them
deferved death ; and if it depended en him,
they fhould all be hanged without lofs of
time. His brother, who was in that predi-

N . e =
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cament, interrupted him, and faid, with a
tone of voice which feemed to beg for mer-
cy» Good God | brather ! furely you would'
not puth your refentment fo far : you would
neot aftoally hang them ! Oui, aflurément,’
replied the patriot, with a.determined coun-
tenance, et vous, mon trés-ther frére, vous
feriez le preniier pendu pour montrer mon
impartialité, '

—

LETTER XXIL

. _ Geneva.

ALTHOUGH this repﬁblic has long con-
tinued in 2 profound peace, and there is no.
great probability of its being foon engaged
in bloody confli&®, yet the citizens of - Ge-

neva are not the- lefs fond of the pomp
of war,

This appears in what they call theie mi-

~
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litary feafts, which are their moft favourite
amufements, and which they take every
opportunity of enjoying. .

I was prefent lately at a very grand en-
tertainment of this kind, which was given .
by the King of the Arquebufiers upon his
acceffion to the royal dignity.

. This envied rank is neither tranfmitted by
hereditary right, nor obtained by eleion ; -
but gained by fkill and real merit.

A war with this ftate, like the war of
Tioy, muft neceffarily confilt of a fiege.
The fkilfal ufe of the cannon and arquebufe
is therefore thought to be of the greateft
importance. During feveral months every
- year, a confiderable number of the citizens
are almoft conftantly employed in firing
*at a mark, which is placed at a proper °
diftance. . )
" Any citizen has - a nght, at a fmall ex-
pence, to make trial of his fkill in this
way; and after a due number of trials,
the moft expert markfman is declared
King.
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There has not been a coronation of this
kind thefe .ten years, his late Majefty hav-
ing kept peaceable pofleffion of the throne
during that period. But this fummer,

“Mr. Mofes Maudrier was found to excel in
fkill every competitor; and was raifed to
the throne by the unanimous voice of the
jadges.

He was attended to his own houfe from
the field of conteft by the Syndics, amid(t
the acclamations of the people. Some time
after this, on the day of his feaft, a camp
was formed on a plain, without the gates of
the city.

Here the.whole forces of the republic,
hoth horfe and foot, were affembled, and
divided into two diftin&t armies. They
were to perform a battle in honour of his
Majefty, all the combatants having pre-
vioufly ftudied their parts.

This very ingenious, warlike drama had
been compofed by one of the reyerend
minifters who is faid to poffefs a very
extenfive milmqgy genius.’
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That the ladies and people of diftinc-
tion, who were not to be atually engaged,
~ might view the aQion with the greater eafe
and fafct), a large amphltheatre of feats was

prepared for them at a convenient d;ﬁance .

from the field of battle.

- Every thing being in readinefs, thc Syn-
dics, the Council, ftrangers of ditin&ion,
and the relation, and favourites of the King»
affembled at his Majefty’s palace, which is
a little fnug houfe, fituated in a narrow lané

in the lower part of the city. From the .

palace, the proceffion fet out in the follow-
mg order:

- His Majefty walked ﬁrﬁ fupported by
the two eldeft Syndics. - '
~ In the next rank was the Dukc of H—,
with the youngeit.

After thefe walked Lord Stanhope. the

Prince Gallitzin, Mr, Clive, fon to Lord
Clive; Mr. Grenville, fon to the late mi-
nifter; Mr. St. Leger, and many other
Englith gentlemen, who had been invited to
the feaft, : s
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Next to them came the Council of
twemy-five ; and the proceffion was clofed
" by the K.ing’s particular friends and ro-
iations.

In this order they marched through the
city, -preceded by a band of mufic, who
played, as you may believe, the moft
martial tunes they poffibly could think

‘When this company camé to the field
where the troops were drawn up, they
were faluted by the officers; and having
made a complete circuit of both armies,
the King and all his attendants took their -
feats at the amphitheatre, which had been
prepared. for that purpofe. -

The impatience of the troops bad been
very vifible for fome time. When the
King was feated, their ardour could be no
longer reftrained. They called loudly te
their officers to lead them to glory,——
The fignal was given—They advanced to
“the attack- in the moft undaunted man-
ner.~~—Confcious that they fought under
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the eyes of their King, the Syndics, of
their wives, children, mothers, and grand-
mothers, they difdained the thoughts of
retreat.———They ftood undifturbed by the
thickeft fire, They fmiled at the roaring
of the cannon, and, like the horfe in Job,
they cried among the trumpets,. ha, ha!
~ The ingenious author of the battle had
taken care to diverfify it with feveral en-
tertaining incidents.

" An ambufcade was placed by one of the
armies; behind fome trees, to furprize the
enemy This fucceeded to a miracle,
although the ambufcade was pofted in the
fight of both armies, and all the fpecta-~
tors, o A -
A convey with provifions, advancing |
towards one of the armies, was attacked-
by a detachment from the other ; and after
a fmart fkirmith, one half of the waggons
were carried away by the affailants ; — The
other remained with the troops for whom
they feemed to have been ongmally in-
tended,
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A wooden bridge was britkly attacked,
and as refolately defended; but at length
was trod to picces by both armies; for, in
the fory of the fight, the combatants for-
got whether this poor bridge was their
friend or their foe. By what means it got
" into the midft of the battle, I never could
conceive ; for there was neither river,
brook, nor ditch in the whole field. -

The cavalry on ' both . fides performed
wonders.——1It was dificult to determine
which of the generals difinguifhed him-
felf moft. They were both drefled in
clothes exaberantly- covered with lace ;
for the fumptuary laws were fufpended for
this day, that the battle might be as mag-
nificent as poffible, -

As ncither of thefe gallant commanders

" ° would confent to the being defeated, the

severend aathor of the engagement could
not make the cataftrophe fo decifive and
affeing as he intended.

“While Vicory, with equipoifed wings,
hovered over-both armies, a meflenger as-
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-rived from the town-hall with intelligence
that dinner was ready. This news quickly
fpread among the combatants, and had an-
effe@t fimilar to that which the Sabine wo-
men produced when they ruthed between
their ravithers and their relations, — The .
warriors of Geneva relented at once; and
both armies fufpended their animofity, in
the contemplation of that which they both
loved. They. threw down their arms, -
thook hands, and were friends.

Thus ended the battle. I don’t know

. how it will affe@ you: but it has fatigued

me fo completely, that 1 have loft all appe-

tite for the feaft, which muft therefore be

dolayed till another poft. y
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LETTER XXII

o Geneva.
THE fame company\which had attended
the King to the field of battle, marched
with him in procefion from that to the
Maifon de Ville, where a fumptuous en-
tertainment was prepared.

This was exactly the reverfe of a féte-
champétre, - being held in the town-houfe,
and in the middle of the ftreets adjacent ;

. where tables were covered, and dinner pro-
vided, for feveral hundreds of the officers
and foldiers.

The ng, the Syndlcs, mo& of the
members of the Council, and all the ftran- .
gers, dined in the town-hall. The other
rooms, as well as the outer court, were
likewife fall of company.

. There was much greater havoc at dine
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ner than had been at the battle, and the
entertainment in other reéfpefts was nearly
as warlike,

- A kettle-drum was placed in the middle
of the hall, upon which a martial floarith
was performed at every toaft. This was
immediately anfwered by the drums and
trumpets without the hall, and the cannon
of the baftion. o

Profperity to the republic, is -a favourite
toaft : — When this was announced by the
firt Syndic, all the company ftood up with
their fwords drawn in one hand, and glaffes
filled with wine in the other.

Having drank the toaft, they clafhed their
fwords, a’ceremony- always performed in
every circle or club where there is a public
dinner, as often as this particular toaft is
named,.—~=It is an old cuftom, -and im-
plies that every man is ready to fight in
defence of the republic. "

After we had been about two hours at
table, a new ceremony took place, which [
expeQed as Jittle in the middle of a feaft.
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An hundred grenadiers, with their fwords
drawn, marched with, great folemnity into
the middle of the hall ; forthe tables being
placed in the form of a horfe-thoe, there .
was vacant fpace in the middle fufficient to
admit them. )

They defired pemmiffion to give a toaft :
this being granted, each of the grenadiers,
by a well-timed movement, like a motion
in the exercife, pulled from his pocket a
large water-glafs, whicl being immediately
filled with wine, on¢_ of the foldiers, in the
name of all, drank a health to King Mofes
the firft. Hisexample was followed by his
companions and all the company, and was
inftantly honoured by the found of the
drums, trumpets, and artillery.

When the grenadiers had drank this,
and a toaft or two more, they wheeled
about, and marched out of the hall with
the fame folemnity with which they had
entered, refuming their places at thc tables
in the ftreet, - .

Soon after (s a man fantaftically drefled
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entcred the hall, and diftributed among the
company {ome printed fheets which feemed
to have come dire@ly from the prefs.

This proved to be a fong made for the
occafion, replete with gaiety, wit, and goed

fenfe, pointing out, in a humeorous ftrain, .

the advantages which the citizens of Geneva
pofiefled, and-exhorting them to unanimity,
induftry, and public fpirit. — This ditty
was fung by’ the man who brought it,
while many of the company joined in the
chorus,

 When we defcended. from the town-hall,

we found the foldiers intermingled with
their officers, ftill feated at the tables in the
fireets, and encircled by their wives and
children. _

They all arofe foon after, and dividing
into different companies, repaired to the
ramparts, the frelds, and the gardens,
. where, with mufic and dancing, -they con-
tinued in high glee during the reft of the
evening.

Thc whole exhibition of thc day, thoegh
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no Very.juft reprefentation of the manceuvres
of war, or the elegance of a court entertain-
ment, formed the moft lively pi€ure of jol-
lity, mirth, good-humour, and cordiality,
that I had ever feen. .

The inhabitants of a whole city, — of
a whole ftate if you pleafe, united in one
feene of good fellowthip, likea fingle family,
' is futely no common fight.

If this fketch conveys one half of the fa-
- tisfadtion to your mind, which the fcene itfelf
afforded mine, you will not think thefe twa .
. Jong letters tedions.

LETTER XXIL

Geneva,

- THERE are fome of the citizens of Ge-
neva themfelves who deride the little mili-
tary eftablithment of the republic, and e«
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clare it to be highly ridiculous in fuch a

feeble ftate to prefume that they could de-

fend ‘themfelves. The very idea of refif-
tance againft Savoy or Fiance, they hold as
abfurd.

They feem to take pleafure in mortifying
their countrymen, affuring them, that in.cafe
of an attack all their efforts would be fruit-
lefs; and their garrifon unable to ftand a ﬁege
of ten days. Y

Thefe politicians declaim agamﬁ the need-

. lefs expence of keepirig the fortifications in ~
Tepair, and they calculate the money loft, by
fo many manufaurers being employed in
wielding ufelefs firelocks inftead of the tools
of their refpe@ive profeffions.

Were I a member of this republii:, I
dhould have no patience "with thefe difcou-
raging malcontents, who endeavour to de-
prefs the minds of their countrymen, and
embitter a fource of real enjoyment. "~ -

I'am convinced that the garrifon, fmall as
it is, aided by the zeal of the mhabltmts,
and regulated by that fhare of difcipline
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which their fituation admits, would be fuf-
ficient to.fecure them from a coup-de-main,
or any immediate infult, and might enable
tham to defend the town from the attempts
of any one of the neighbouring ftates, till
they fhould receive fuccour from fome of '
the others.

. Independent of thcfc conﬁderauons, the
ramparts are moft agreeable walks, conve-
nient for the inhabitants, and ornamental to
the city.

The exercifing and reviewing the militia
form an innocent and agreeable fpetacle to
the woman and children, contribute to the
health and amufement of. the troops them-
felves, and infpire the inbabitants in general
with the pleafing ideas of fecarity and of
their own importance. -

Upon the whole, T am convinced that
the fortifications, and the militia of Geneva,
produce more happinefs, in thefe various
ways taken together, than could be purchafed
by all the money they coft, expcndcd in any
other manner.

<
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. ThisT i:flagihe is more than can be faid

“in favour of the greater part of the flanding -

armies on the continent of Europe, whofe
numbers fecure the defpotifm of the prince,
whofe maintenance is a moft fevere burden
ypon the countries. which fupport thema,
and whofe difcipline, inftead of exciting
pleafin cmonons, unprcﬂ'cs the mind with
horror. :

The individuals who compofe thofearmies
are miferable, by the tyranny exercifed on
them, and are themfelves the caufe of mi-
fery to their fellow-citizens by the tyranny
they exercife.

But it will be faid they defend the nation
from foreign enemies. — Alas ! could a fo-
reign conqueror occafion more wretchedneéfs
than fuch defenders ? When he who
calls himfelf my proteQor has itripped me of
'my property, and deprived me of my free-
dom, I cannot return him very cordial thanks,
when he tells me, that he will defend me
from ever other robber.

The moft folid fecurity which this little
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republic has for its independency, is found-
ed -on the mutual jealoufy of its neigh-
-bours, .-

There is no danger of its meeting with
the misfortune which has fo lately befallen

Poland. — Geneva is fuch an atom of a_ftate
as not to be diviﬁb!e.

It ferves, howeveér, as a kind of barrier
or alarm-poft to the Swifs Cantons, parixcu-
larly that of Bern, which certainly would
not like to fee’ it in the hands cither of the
King of France or Sardinia.

. The acquifition is not worth the atten~
tion of the firft ;, and it is better for
the fecond, that the republic fhould re-
main in its prefent free and independ-
ont fituation, than that it fhould revert
to his poffeffion, and ‘be fubjeted to the
fame ‘government wnth hlS other domi-
nions,

For no fooner would Geneva be in the
pofleffion of Sardinia, than the wealthieft
of the citizens would abandon it, and carry
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their familics and riches to Switzerland,
Holland, or England. .-

Trade and manufaltures would dwindle
with. the fpirit and independence of .the in-
habitants ; and the flourithing, enlightened,
happy city of Geneva, like other towns of

. Piedmont and Savoy, would become the
refidence of oppreﬂion, fuperftition, and
_ poverty.

In this fituation it could add but little to

the King’s revenue; whereas, at prefent,
tha peafants of his dominions refort .in
éreat numbers to Geneva evéry market day,
where they find a ready fale for all the pro-
du&tions of their farms. The land is, on
“this account, more valuable, and the pea-
fants are more at their eafe, though the
taxes are very high, than-in any other part
of Savoy:

This republic, therefore, in its pretent

. independant ftaté, is of more ufc to the
King of Sardinia, than nf it were his pro-
-perty.

L Ifa wealthy merchant fhould purchafe a

piece
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piece of ground from a poor Lord, build a
large houfe, and form beautiful gardens upon

it, keep a mumber of {ervants, {pend a great.

part of his revenue in good houfekeeping
and hofpitality, the confumption ef his
table, and many other articles, being pur-
chafed from this Lord’s tenants, it is evident
that they would become rich, and be able to
pay a larger rent to their landlord. This
Lord would certainly a& againft his own
intereft, if he attempted, by law, chicane, or
force, to difpoflefs the propricetor of the houfe
“and gardens.

The free republic of Geneva is to the
King of Sardinia exaltly what the fuppofed
rich man would be to the poor Lord.

It affords me fatisfaltion to perceive, that
the ftability of this little fabric of freedom,
raifed by my friends the citizens of Geneva,
does -not depend on the juftice and mo-
deration of the neighbouring powers, or
any equivocal fupport; but is founded on

the folid lafting pxllars of their mutual ine
tereft.

VOL. I. H

169
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LETTER XXIV.

AN

Geneva.

) I Rx:turngd a few days fince frem a jour-
ney te the Glaciers of ‘Savoy, the Pays
de Vallis, and other placcs among the
Alps. -

The wonderful accountsI had . heard of
the Glaciers had excited my curiofity a good
deal, while the air of fuperiority alfumed by

" fome who had made this boafted tonr paqued
my pride fill-more.

One couid hardly mention any thmg cu:
rious or f{ingular, ‘without being told by
fome of thofe travellers, with an air of coel
contempt— Dear Sir, — that is pretty well ;
hut take.my word for it, it is nothmg to the
Glaciers of Savoy. .

I determined a lat not to take their
word for it, and I found fome gentlemen
of the fame way of thinking. The party
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confifted of the Duke of Hamilton, Mr.
Upton, Mr. Grenville, Mr. Kennedy, and
mylelf. '

We left Geneva early in the morning of
the third of Augoft, and breakfafted ae
Bonneville, a2 fmall town in the duchy of
Savoy, fituated at the foot of Mole, and am
the banks of the river Arve.

The fummit of Mole, as we were told, is
about 4600 Englith feet above the Jake of
Geneva, at the lower paffage of the Rhone,
which laft is about 1200 feet abave the level
of the Mediterranean. For thefe particu-
fars, I thall take the word of my informer,
whatever airs of fuperiority he say affame
on the difcovery.

From Bonneville we proceeded to Clufe
by a wead tolerably good, and highly enter-
taiaing oA account of the Gngularity and vae
riety of landicape to be foen frem it. The
objeGs change their appearance every mo.
ment 25 yon advance, for the path is con.
tinually winding, to humour the pofition of
the meuntains, and to gain an accefs between
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the rocks, which in fome places hang ever it
in a very threatening manner, -The moun-
tains overlook and prefs fo clofely upon this
little town of Clufe, that when I ftood in
*the principal fireet, tach end of it feemed to
. be perfeétly thut up ; and wherever any of
the 'hqufes had fallen down; the vacancy ap-
peared to the eye,} at a moderate diftance, te

be plugged up in the fame manner by a .

green mountain,

On leaving Clufe, however, we found a
well made road running along the banks of
the Arve, and flanked on each fide by very
high hills, whofe oppofite fides tally fo ex-
aftly, as to lead one to imagine they have
been torg from each other by fome violent
convulﬁon of nature,

In other places one fide of this deﬁlc is

ahigh perpendicular rock, fo. very fmooth
that it feems not to *have been torn by na-
ture, bt chifelled by art, from top to bot-
tom, while the -whole of the fide directly
oppofite is of the moft fmiling verdure.

* The paffage :between the mountains gra-
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dually ‘opens as you advance, and the fcene
diverfifies with a fine luxuriancy of wild
landfcape.

Before you enter the town of Sallenche,
you muft crofs the Arve, which: at this.
feafon is" much larger than in winter,
being fwoln- by the diffolving. fnows of the:
Alps. -

This river has its fource ar the parifh  of
Argentiere, in the valley of Chamouni, is
fmmediotely augmented by torrents: from:
the neighbouring Glaciers, and pours ity
chill turbid ftream into the Rhbone, foon
after that river lﬂixes from the lake of
Geneva.

The contraft between thofe' two rivers is.
very ftriking, the one being as pure and
limpid as the other is foul and muddy.
Fhe Rhone feems to fcorn: the alliance, and
keeps as long as poffible e unmingled with
his dirty fpoufe. Two miles below the
place of their juntion, a difference and
oppofition between this ill forted couple is

"@ill obfervable; thefe, however, gradually
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* abate by long habit, till at laft, yielding to

neceflity, and to thofe unrelenting lates =

~ which joined them together, they mix im
perfe& union, and-flow in a conmmon ftream
to the end of their courfe.

We paffed the night at Sallenche, and

the renmining part of our journey not

admitting of chaifes, they were fent back
to Geneva, with orders to the drivers, ta go
round by the other fide of the lzke, and
meet us at the village of Mastigny, in the
Pays de Vallais,

We agreed with a muieucr at Sallenche;
who provided mules to carry us over the
mountains to Martigny, It is a good
day’s journey from Salenche to Chamouni,
not on account of the diffance, but from
the difficulty and perplexity of s road,
and the fleep afcents and defcemts with
which you are teafed alternately the whole
way.

Some of the mountains are covered with
pine, oak, beech, and walnut trees. Thefe
arc imterfperfed with apple, plumb, cherry,

.
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and other fruit trees, fo that we rode a great
part of the forenoen in thade. .

Befides the refrething coolnefs. this occa-
fioned, it was moft agreeable to me on
anether account. The road was in fome
places fo exceedingly fteep that | never
doubted bat {ome of uvs were to fall; I
therefore refle€ted with farisfa@ion, that
thofe trees would probably arreft our courfe,
and hinder us from rolling a great way.

Bat many pathlels craggy mountains
remained to be traverfed atter we had loft
- the prote&ion of the trees. We then had
mothing but the fagacity of our mules to
truft to. For my own part, I was very
foon convinced that it was much fafer on
~all dubious occafions to depend on their’s
than on myown: for as oftén as I was
prefented with a choice of difficulties, and
the-mule and ¥ were of different opinions,
if, becomning more,cahnate than he, I in-
fifted on his taking my track, 1 never failed
0 repent it, and often was obliged to re-
turn to the place where the controverfy had
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begun, and follow the path to which- he
had pointed at firft..

It is entertaining to obferve the prudence
- of thefe animals in making their way down
fuch dangerous rocks. They fometimes put
their heads over the edge of the precipice,
and examine with anxious c1rcumfpe&t|on
every poflible way by which they can
defcend, and at length are fure to fix
* on that which upon the whole is the .beft.
Having obferved this in feveral inftances, I
-laid the bridle on the neck of my mule, and
allowed. him to take his own way, without

prefuming to contraul him in the fmalleft

degree.

This is doubtlefs. the beft method, and
what I recommend to all my friends in
their journey through life when they have
mules for their companions,

‘We refted fome time, during the fultry
heat of the day, at a #ry pleafingly fituated

village called Serve; and. afcending thence -

along the fteepeft and rougheft road we had
yet feen, we pafled by a’mountain, wherein,
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they told us, there is a rich vein of copper,
but that the proprietors have left off work-
ing.it for many years.  ° '
As we pafled through one little village,
I faw many peafants going into a church.
—1It was fome Saint’s day——The poor
people muft have half-ruined themfelves
by purchafing gold-leaf.—~Every thing was
gilded.—The Virgin was drefled in a.new
gown of gold paper ;——The infant in her
arms was equally brilliant,.all but the peri-
wig on his head, which was milk-white,
and had certainly been freth paowdered that
very morning,.
1 could fearcely refrain frem fmiling at
this ridiculous fight, which the people be-
held with as much veneration as they could
have fhewn, had the originals been prefent.
Ubpon cafting up my eyes to the cieling,
I faw fomething more extraordinary ftill :
this was a portrait of God the Father, fitting
on a cloud, and dreffed 'like a Pope, with the
tiara on his Head.  Any one muft naturally
be fhocked at this, if hie be not at the fame
: ar

Ch )



178 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND
inftant moved to laughter at the mﬁmtc
ablurdity of the idea.

_ About fix in the evening we arrived at
the valley of Chamouni, and found lodg-
ings in a fmall village called Prieuré. The
valley of Chamouni is about Gx leagues in
length, and an Englith mile in breadth. Tt
is bounded on all fides by very high
mountains. Between the intervals of thefe
mountains, on one fide of the valley, the
vaft bodies of fnow and ice, which are
catled Glaciers, defcend from Mont Blanc,
which is their foarce. - '

. On one fide of the valley, oppofite to the
Glaciers, ftands Breven, a mountain whofe
ridge is 5300 Englith feet higher than the
valley. Many travellers, who have more
curiofity, and who think lefs of fatigue than
we, take their firft view of the Glaciers from
the top of Mount Breven. As there is only
the narrow valley between that and the
Glaciers, -all of which it overlooks, and
every other obje¢t around, except Mons
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Blanc, the view from it muft be very ad-
_vantageous and magnificent.

We determined to begin with Montan-
vert, from which we could wylk to the
Glacnefs, referving Mount Breven for ano-
ther day’s work, if we fhould find ourfelves
fo inclined. After an hour’s refrefhment
at our quarters, Mn Kennedy and I took
a walk through the valley.

The chapter of Priefts and Canons of
Sallenche have the Lordfhip of Chamouni,
and draw a revenue from the poor inhahi- -
tants ; the higheft mountains of the Alps,
with all their icg and fnow, not being fuffi-
cient to defend them from rapacity and
extortion.

_ The prieft’s houfe is beyond comparifon

the-beft in the whole valley. Looking at
it, I afked a young man who fload near
me, if the prieft was rich?

Oul, Monfieur, horriblement, —rcplned
he,—et auffi il mange prchuc tout notre
blé, .-
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I then afked, if the people of Chamouni
wifhied to_get rid of him?

Oui, bien de celui-ti — mais il faut avoir
un aatre. ’

" 1.do nofTee the abfolute neceffity of that,
faid L. Confider, if you.had no priefts,
" you would have more to eat.

The lad ftared then anfwered with
~ great narveté—Ah, Monfieur, dans c& pays-
ci les prétres font tout aufli néceflaires que

* - le manger.

It is plain, that this clergyman inftrufts
his parifhioners very carefully in the prin-
ciples of religion. I perceive, that your
foul is in very fave hands, faid Kennedy,
giving-the boy a crown ; but Here is fome-
thing to enable you to take care of your
body. » '
In my next I fhall endeavour to give you
fome account of the Glaciers :—At-prefent,
I muft with you good night.
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LETTER XXV,

. Geneva,.

V, V E began pretty carly. in the morning
-to afcend Montanvert, from the top of
which, there is eafy accefs to the Glacier
of that name, and to the ~Valley of Ice.
Our mules carried us from the inn acrofs
the valley, and even for a confidérable way.
up the mountain; which at length became
fo - exceedingly fteep, that we were obliged
to difmount and fend them back. Mr.
Upton only, ‘who had been here before, and
was accuftomed to fuch expeditions, cons
tinued without compunion on his mule
till he got to the top, riding fearlefs over
rocks, which a: goat or a chamois woald
have paffed with caution.
‘In this laft animal, whieh is to be found
on thefe mountains only, are blended the
different qualities of the goat and the -
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deer., ——1It is faid to have more agility
than any other quadruped poflefled of the
fame degree of ftrength.

After afcending four hours, ‘we gained
“the fummit of Montanvert. - The day was
remarkably fine, the objets around.noble

~ and majeftic, but in fome refpeéts different

from what I had expe&ted.

The valley of Chamount had difappeared :
. — Mount Breven feemed to have erept

wonderfully near; and if I had not juft
croffed the phin which feparates the two
mountains, and ® a mile in breadth, I
thould have concluded that their bafes were
m contadt, and that their diftance above
was folely owing to the diminutionein the
fize of.all mountains towards the fommit,
Judging from the eye alone, I fhould have
thought it pofible to-Rave threwn a. flone
from the place where 1 ﬁood to Mount
Breven.

There is a qhaxn of meuntains behind
Montanvert, all covered with friow, which
. terminate in four diftin@® rocks, of a great
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height, having the appearance of narrow
pyramids or {pires. They are called the
Needles; and each has a diftinét name.—
Mont Blanc, furrounded by Montanvert,
Mount Breven, the Needles, and other
fnowy mountains, appears like agiant among
pigmnics.

The height which we had now attained,
was fo far on our way up this mountain.
I was therefore equally furprifed and mor-
tified to find, after an afcent of three thou-
fand feet, that Mont Blanc feemed as high
here as when we wgre in the valley.

Having afcended Montanvert from Cha-
mouni, on defcending a fittle on the other
fide, we found ourfelves on a plain, whofe
appearance has been aptly compared to that
which a flormy fea would have, if it were
fuddenly ‘arrefted and fixed by a firong
frot. This is called the Valley of Ice.
It firetches feveral leagues behind Mon-
tanvert, and is reckoned 2300 feet higher -
than the valley of Chamoani.

From the higheft part of Montanvert
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we had all the following obje&ts under our
- eye, fome of which feemed to obftruct the
view of others equally interefting ; — the
Valley of Ice,. the Needles, Mont Blanc,
_ with the fnowy. mountains below, finely
contrafted with. Breven, and the green hills
on the oppofite fide of Chamouni, and the
fun. in full fplendor fhowing all of them
- to the greateft advantage, — The whole
forms a fcene equally. fublime and beautiful,
far above my power of defeription, and
worthy of the cloquence of that very. inge-
nious gentléman, who has fo finely illuf-
trated thefe fubjets, % 2 particular trea-
tife, and given. fo many examples of both
- in his parliamentary fpeeches.

While we remained in contemplation of
this fcene, fome of the company obferved,
that fiom the top of one of the Needles the
profpeé would be ftill more magnificent,
as the eye could ftretch over Breven, beyond
Geneva, all the way to Mount Jura, and
comprehend the Pays de Vallois, and
many other mountains and vallics.
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"This excited the ambition of the Duke-
of Hamilton:" He fprung up, and made
towards the Asguille du Dru, which is the
higheft of the four Needles. Though he
bounded over the ice with the elafticity of a
young chamois, .it was a confiderable time
before he could- arrive at the foot of the
Needle : — for people are greatly deceived as
to diftances in thofe fnowy regions.

Should he get near the top, faid Mr.
Grenville, looking after him with- eager-
nefs, he will fwear we have feen nothing —
But. I will try to mount as high as he can,;
I am not fond of feeing: people above me.
So faying, he fprung after him.

in a fhort time we faw them both feram-
bling up the rock : The Duke had
gained- a- confiderable height, when he was
fuddenly flopped by a part of the rock
which .was perfetly impracticable ( for his
impetuofity had. prevented him. from choof
ing the eafieft way') ; fo. Mr. Grenville
overtook him, .

Here they had. time to breathe and coal
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a little. The one being determined- not
to be furpaffed, the other thiought the ex-
' ploit not wosth his while, fince the honoaur
muft be divided. So like two rival powers,
who have exhaufted their firength by a
. fruitlefs conteft, they rctumned, fatigued
* and difappointed, to the place from which
they had fet out,

After a very agreeable upaﬂ, on the
provifions and wine which our guides had
brought from the Prieuré, we paffed, by an
cafy defcent,” from the green part of Mont-
anvert to the Valley of Ice. A walk upen
this frozen fez is attended with inconve-
niencies. In fome places, the fwellings,
which have been compared to waves, are
forty or fifty feet high : yet, as they are
roogh, and the ice intermirigled with fnow,
one may walk over them. In other parts,
thofe waves are of a very moderate fize, and
in fome places the furface is quite level.

What renders a paflage over this valley
‘ftill more difficult and dangerous is, the
“rents in the ice, which are to be met with,
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whatever direQion you follow. Thefe rents
are from twe to fix feet wide, and of an
amazing depth; reaching from the furface
of the valley, through a body of jce many
hundred fathoms thick. On throwing
down a flone, or any other folid fub-
ftance, we could hear the hollow murmur
of its defcent for a very long time, found-
ing like far diftam ‘waves breaking upon
rocks,

Our guides, emboldened by habit, fkipped

- over thefe rents without any fign of fear,
though they inforined vus, that they had
often feen frefh clefty formed, while they
walked on the valley. They added, indeed,
for our encouragement, that this was always
preceded by a loud continued noife, which
gave warning of what was to happen.

It is evident, however, that this warning,
though it fhould always precede the rent,
could be of little ufe to thofe who had ad-
vanced to the middle of the valley ; -for
they neither could know certainly in what
direCtion to run, nor could they have time
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to get off : and'incafe the ice fhould- yawnr
direCtly. under their feet, they muft inevi-
tably perith.—But probably few: accidents
of that kind happen; and. this has greater.
influence, than' any reafoning upon the
fubject.. ) ’

It is fuppofed, that the fnow and ice ar
the bottom, melting by the warmth: of the
earth, leave great vacancies, in the form of
vaults. Thefe natural arches {upport for a
long time an' amazing weight of ice and
{now ; —for there is-a vait diftance from the
‘bottom. to the fiirface of this valley.——But

" the ice beneath. continuing to diffolve, and
the fnow above to-increafe, the arches muft
at laft give way, which occafions the noife
and rents above mentioned. Water alfo,
which may have fallen from the furface into
the clefts, or is lodged by any means in
this great mafs of fnow, will, by its fudden-
expanfion in thé a& of freezing, occafion.
new rents. at the furface.

We had. heard a great deal of the havoc

made by avalanches. Thefe are formed of

e P et P\ e e SRR ettt N e e
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{now driven by the winds againft the
higheft and moft protuberant parts of rocks
and mountains, ‘where it hardens and ad-
heres fometimes till a prodigious mafs ie
accamulated. But when thefe fupporters
are able to -fuftain -the increafing weight no
longer, the avalanche falls at once, hurry-
ing large portions of the loofened rock or
mountain along with it; and rolling
from a vaft height, with a thundering noife,
to the valley, involves in certain deftruion
all the trees, houfes, cattle, and men, which
lie in its way*.

* Ac veluti montis saxum de vertice preeceps
Cum ruit avulsum vento, seu tarbidus imber
Prolait, aut annis solvit sublapsa vetnstas :
Fertur in abruptum magno mons improbus acta,
Exaltatque solo, silvas, armenta, virosque
Tavolvens secum. Yirg.

Aswhen, by age, or rains, or tempests torn,

A rock from some high precipice is borne;

Trees, herds, and swains .involving in the sweep,
The mass flies furious from th’ aérial steep,
Leaps down the mountain’s side, with many a bonnd,
In fery whirls, and smokes along the ground.

'

Pirr.
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The greater part of thofe who have ‘made
a journey to the Glaciers have feen one or
more af thefe avalanches in the very a& of
falling, and have themfelves always efcaped
by miracle.——]Juft as moft people who
have made a fingle voyage by fea, if it
were only between Dover and Calais, have
met witha ftorm, and very narrowly efmped
ﬂ’npw!retk.

All that any of our party can boatt is,
that -during the nights we fay at Chamouni,
we -frequently heard a noife like diftant
thunder, which we were- told was ozca-
fioned by the falling of fome of thefe fame
avalanches at a few miles diftance. And
during our excurfions, we faw trees de-
ftroyed, and trats of foil torn from the
fides - of the mountains, over which the
;walancbes were faid to have rolled, two
or three years before we pafled. Thefe
“were the narrowedt efcapes we made.
I heartily wifh the fame good lack toall
travellers, whatever account they themfelves

ey
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may’ choofe to give to their friends when
they reture. :

The Valley of Ice is feveral leagues in
length, and not above a quarter of a league
in breadth. Jt divides into branches, which
run behind the chain of mountains formerly
taken notice of. It appears like a frozen
amphitheatre, and is bounded by moun-
tains, in whofe clefts columns of Lryﬁal as
we were informed, are to be found.—The
hoary majefty of Mont Blanc®** %% »
I was in danger of rifing into poetry, when
recolle@ing the ftory of Icarus, I thought
it beft not to truft to my own waxen
wings.—I beg leave rather to borrow the
following lines, which will pleafe you better
than any flight of mine, and prevent me
from a fall:

So Zembla’s rocks (the beauteous 'work.of ’
. froft)

Rife white i air, and glitter o’er the coaft';

Pale fuas, unfelt, at diftance Toll away,

And on th’impaffive ice the lightnings play§
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Eternal fnows the growing mafs fupply,

Fill the bright mountains, prop th’incumbent
Ky ; e

As Atlas fix’d, each hoary pile appears,

"The gather'd winter of a theufand years.

Having walked a confiderable time on
the valley, and 'being fufficiently regaled
with ice, we at length thought of return-
ing to our cottage at Pricuré. Our guides
led us down by a fhorter and fteeper way
than that by which we had afcended ; and
in about two "hours after we had begun our
defcent, we found ourfelves at the battom
of the mountain. This rapid manner of
defcending, moft people find more fevere
upon the mufcles of the legs and thighs,
than even the afcent. For my own part, T
was very near exhaufled ; and as we were
" fill a couple of miles diftant from our
Io‘dgings, it was with the greateft fatisfac-
tion that I faw our obfequious mules in
waiting to carry us to our cottage ; where
having at laft arrived, and being affembled

. ina
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in a fmall room, exc)ludcd from the view of
icy valleys, cryftal hills, and fnowy moun-
tains, with nothing before us but humble
objefls, as cold meat, coarfe bread, and
poor wine, we contrived to pafs an hour
before going to bed, in talking over the
exploits of the day, and the wonders we
had feen.—Whether there is greater plea-
fure in this, or in viewing the .{cenes them-
felves, is a queftion not yet dccnded by the
cafnifts.

LETTER XXVL

Geneva.
THERE are ﬁve or fix different Ghaciers,
which all terminate upon one fide of the
valley of Chamoani, within the fpabe of
about five leagues. - -
Thefe are prodigious collcéhous of fnow
YOL. L, 1
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and ice, formed in the intervals or hollows
between the mountains that bound the fide
of the valley nmcar which Mont Blaac
ftand .

The fnow in thofe hollaws being fcreened
from the influence of the fun, the heat of
fummer can diffolve only a certain partion
of it, Thefe magatines of ict and fnow
are not formed by what falls dire&ly from
the heavens inta the intervals, They are
fupplied by the fnow which falls during
winter on the loftieft parts of Mont Blanc;
large beds or ftrata of which flide down
imperceptibly by Yheir own gravity, and
finding no refiftance at thefe intervals, they
-form long irregular roots around all the
adjacent mountains.

Five of thefe enter, by five different em-
bouchures, into the valley of Chamouni,
and are called Gluciers, on one of which
we had been,

At prefedt their furface is from a thou-

fand, or two thoufand feet: hngh, above the
valley,
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" Their breadth depends on the widenels
of the interval between the mountaing in .
which they are formed.

Viewed from the valley, they have, in
my opinion, a much finer effe& than from
their fummir. o

“The rays of the fun firiking with various
force on the different parts, according as
they are more or lefs expofed, occafion an
unequal diffolution of the ice; and, with
the help of a little imagination, givethe ap-
pearances of columns, arches, and turrets,
which are in fome places tranfparent.

A fabric of ice in this flate, two thous .
fand foet high, and three times as braad,
with the fun fhining full upon it, you muft
acknowledge to be a, very fingular-piece of
architeCture.

Our company afcended only the Glacier
of Montanvert, which is not the higheft,
‘and were contented with a view of the
others from the valley; but more.carious
travellers wnll furely think it worth thei¢
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~ labour to examine each of them more par-
ticularly.
Some people are fo fond of Glaciers, that
_pot fatisfied with their prefent fize, they
ipfift pofitively, that they muft neceflarily
grow larger every year; and thcy argue the
matter thus: -
The prefent exiftence of the Glaciers is
/ a fufficient proof that there has, at fome
period or other, been a grciter quantity of
foow formed during the winter, than the
heat of fhe fummer has been able to diffolve.
But this difproportion muft neceﬂi_mly in-
creafe every -year, and, of confequence, the
Glaciers muft augment : becaufe, any given
quantity of fnow and ice remaining through
the courfe of one fummer, muft increafe
the cold of the atmofphere round it in
- fome degree; which being reinforced by
the fnows of ‘the fuccéeding winter, will
1efift the diffolving power of the fun more
the fecond -fummer  than the firft, and

~ fill more the thn'd than the fecond, and
foon. . ‘
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The conclufion of this reafoning is, that
the Glaciers muft grow larger by an in-
creafing. ratio every year, till the end of
time.” For this reafon, the authors of this
theory regret, that they themfelves have
been fent into the world fo foon ; becaufe,
if their birth had been delayed for nine ox
ten thoufand years, they fhould have feen
the Glaciers in.much greater glory, Mont
Bianc being but a Lilliputian at prefent, in
comparifon of what it will be then. '
. However rational this may appear, ob: -
jeStions have neverthelefs been foggefted,
which I am forry for; becaufe, when atheory

- is tolerably confiftent, well fabricated, and
goodly. to behold, nothing can be more vex-

" atious, than to feea plodding officious fel-
low overthrow the. whole ftructure at once
by a dafth of his pen, as Harlequin does a
houfe with a touch of his fword, in a pan-
tomime entertainment.

Such cavillers fay, that ‘as the G[acxcrs
augment in fize, there muft be a greater ex-
~tent of furface for the fun-beams to act upon,
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and, of cenfequence, the diffolution will .be
greater, which muit efféCtually prevent the
‘continual increafe contended for..

‘But the other party extricate themfelves
from this difficulty by roundly afferting, that
the additignal cold occafioned by the fnew

- and ice already depofited, has a much grea-
ter infldence in retarding their diffolution,
than the increafed furface can have-in haft-
ening it : and, in confirmation 6f their fyf-
tem, they tell you, that the oldeft inhabi.
tants of Chamouni remember the Glaciers
when they were much {maller than at pre.
fent ; and alfo remember the time when they

- could walk, from the Valley of Ice, to places

“behind the mountains, by paffages which are
now quite choked up with hills of fnow,

- not above fifty years old.

» Whether the inhabitants of Chamouni af-
fert this from a laudable partiality to the Gla.
ciers, whom they may now confider (on ac-
count of their drawing firangers to vifit the
valley) as their beft neighbours: — or from
_politenefs to the fupporters of the above-
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rhentioned opinion ; — or from resd ohfers
vation, I fhall not prefume to fay. — But §
myfelf bave heard feveral of the old people
in Chamouni affart the faét.

The cavillers being thus obliged to relin-
guifh their former objettion, attempt, in the
next place; to fhow, that the above theory
_ Jeads to an abfurdity ; becaufe, fay.they, if
the Gldciers go on increafing in bulk ad in-
Sfenitum, the globe itfelf would become in
procefs of time a mere appendage to Mont
Blanc.

< The advocates for the continual augmen~
“tation of the Glaciers reply, that as this
inconveniency has not already.happened,
there needs no other refutation of the im-
pious do&rine of certain philofophers, who
affert that the world has exifted from eter-
i]i_ty; and as to the globe’s becoming an
appendage to the mountain, they aflure us,
that the world will be at an end long before
that event can happen. So that thole of the
moft timid natures, and moft delicate con-
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flitutions, may difmifs their fears on that
flubjeét.

. For my own part, though I with well to
the Glaciers, and all the inhabitants of Cha-
monni, having pafied fome days very plea-
fantly in their company ; I will take no part
" in this controverfy, the merits of which I

leave to your own judgment,

LETTER XXVIL

LGeneva.

T morning of the day on which we de-
parted from Prieuré, I obferved a girl ofa
very fingular appearance fitting before the
door of one of the houfes. When I fpoke
to her, fhe made no anfwer : but an elderly
man, who had been a foldier in the King of
‘Sardinia’s fervice, and my acquaintance fince

!
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the: moment of our arrival, informed me,
that this'girl was an ndeot, and had been fo
from her birth.’

He took me to two other' houfes in the
village, in each of which there was one per-
fon in the fame melancholy- fituation ; and
he affured me, that all dver the valley of
Chamouni, in a family confiting of five or
Afix children, one of them, genenlly fpeak-
ing, was a perfe& natural.

* This was confirmed by fome others, to
whom I afterwards mentioned it. 1 was
‘told at the fame time, that the parents, fo
far from confidering this as a misfortune,
‘looked upon it as an indication of good luck
to the reft of the family, and no unhap-
pinefs to the mdmdual whom they always
cherith and protcé’t wuh the utmoﬁ ten-
dernefs,

1 afked my foldier, if any. of his own fa-
mxly were in that fituation? Non, Mon.
fieur, anfwered he ; et auffi j’ai paﬂ?: une vne
) bxen dure,

1
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. Don’t you think thefe poorc creatures very
anhappy ?

* Demande pardou, Monfieur; -Ils font
trés-heureux

But you would not like to have beest borm
in that flate youtfelf?

Vous croyez donc, Monfieur, que J'aurois
¢été bien attrapé?

Attrapé | — certainly : ~don’t you think
fo too?

Pour cela, non, Monfieur ; je n’aurois ja-
mais travaillé,

To one who has through life been ebliged
to work hard for a bare fubﬁﬁence, laboug
appears the greateft evil, and perfe idlencfs
the greateft blefling. If this foldier had beerx
brought up in idlenefs, and had experienced
all the horrors-and dejeCtion which attend
indolent luxury, very pofibly he would be
of a different opinion.

During this journey, I remarked, that in
fome particalar villages, and for a confi-
derable tra& of country, fcarcely was there
any body to be fecn who had that fwelling
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.of thé threat and neck, which is thought

fo general among all. the inhabitants of the

. Alps. In particular, 1 did not obferve any

- body at Prieuré with this complaint ; ard,

upon enquiry, was:infermed that there are

many parifhes in which not a fingle perfon

is troubled with it, and that in other

places at no great diftance, it is almoft
univerfal,

In the valley of Chamouni there is only

. one hamlet where itis common ; but in the
Pays de Vallais, I was told, it is more fre
quent than in any other place.

As this difeafe feems to be endemical, it
cannot, as has been imagined, proceed from
the drinking of water impregnated with fnow
or ice; for this beverage is common to all
the ‘inhabitants of the Alps, and of other

_ mountains, )

If the water be in reality the vehicle of
this difeafe, we muft fuppofe it impregnated,
not only with diffolved ice and fnow, but
alfo with fome falt, or other fubftance; pof-
fefled of the noxious quality of obftruing

.
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the glands of the throat; and we maft alfo
fuppofe, that this noxious fubftance is to
be found in no other imhabited place but
the Alps.- :

After one of the inhabitants of Cha-
mouni had enumerated many parifthes where
there were, and others where there were mo
Goitres (which is the name they give this
fwelling,) he concluded by telling me, I
thould fee them in great abundance among
the Vallaifans, to whofe country we were
going.—Whén T told the man, I theught
his country people very happy, in being
quite free from fuch an odious difeafe,
which affli€ted their poor neighbours
En revanche, faid the peafant, nous fommes

“accablés des impdts ; — et dans Ye Pays de
Vallais on ne paye rien,

The d——1 isin the fellow, exclaiimed
L—Wer it in your choice, would you ac-
cept of Goires, to get free of taxes ?

Trés - volontiers, Monfieus ; —¥un vaut
bien lautre. .
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Quid caufze eft, -merito quin illis Jupiter
ambas, -
Iratas buccas inflet.*

You fee, my friend, that it is not in’
courts and capitals alone that men are “dif-
contented with their fortunes, The caufes
of repining are different in different places;
but the cffett is the fame every where.

“On the morning of the fixth day, we bid
adieu to Prieuré; and having afcended the
mountains which fhut up the valley of
Chamouni at the end oppofite to that by
'w\hich_ ‘we had entered, after various wind-
ings on a very rugged road, we gradually
defcended into.a hollow of the moft difmal
appearance, '

Tt is furrounded with high, bare, rbgged
rocks, without trees or verdure of any
‘ kmd the bottom being as barren and craggy

R AmI shall not Jove,. .
* With cheeks inflam’d, and angry brow, forswesr
Mis weak indulgence to their fature prayer ?
: . - !wm. ,
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as the fides, and the whole forming # moft
hideous landfcape. - This dreary valley is of
a confiderable Icngth, but very marrow. I
imagine it would have pleafed the fancy of
Balvator, who might have been’ temipted to
fteal a corner of it for one of his pieces,
which, when he had enlivened - with a

murder or two, would have been a ma'ﬁcro'

piece of the Horrible. ’ -

Having traverfed this, we continoed our
journey, fometimes afcending, then de-
fending into ether vallies whofe names I
have fotgot,—We had_a long continued

afcent over Mount Noir; a very high hill,

coyered with pine trees, many of which
are above a hundred feet in height. "I was
obliged to walk on foot moft of this road,
which is full as fteep as any part of that by
which weé had afcended Montanvert,
We came at length to the pafs which
feparates the King of Sardinia’s country
from the little republic, called the Pays.de
Vallgis. Acrofs this there is an old thick
wall, and a gate, without any guard. This

~
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narrow pafs continues for feveral miles.—
A few peafants arranged along the upper
part of the mountains could, by rolling
down ftones, deftroy a whole army, if it
fhould attempt to enter inte the country
by this road.

When you have paffed through this long

. defile, the road runs along the fide of a high
and fteep mountain; but is fill fo very
marrow, that two perfons cannot with fafety
go abreaft, and all paffengers are entirely at
the mercy of,'thofe who may be pofted
on the higher parts of the mountain.

From the fide of the mountain on which
we paffed, we couvld hive fpoken to tho
people who inhabited the fide of the moun-
tain oppofite. Bat Iam convinced it would
have takgn three or four hours walking, to
have gone to them : Becaufe we muft, by
a long oblique tour, have firft reached the
bottom of the cleft between us, and then
“have afcended to them, by another long fa-
tiguing path, which could not be done in
lefs time than T have mentioned.
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. Wherever there is a fpot of the mountain
tolerably fertile, and the flppe lefs formi-
dabtle than ufual, you are almeft certain to
find a: peafant’s houfe. -All the houfes are
built of the fine red pine, which grows near
at hand. The cairiage of this, even for a
fhort way, upon thofe very fteep mountains,
muft have been attended with no fmall dif-
ficulty anddanger. The dwellings are raifed
on wooden props, or pillars, two or three
feet above the ground. On the top of each
pillar:a large flag; or broad ftone is placed, to
obftru& ‘the entrance of rats.—Indeed the
“fituation of thefe abodes is fo. very aérial,
that.they feem.almoft inacceflible to every
.animal that has not wings, as well as to sats,
The road led us at length to the fummit,
which:is level, and covered with'pines for
feveral miles. Having traverfed this, and
defcended a little on the other fide, the lower
Vallais opened to. our view. -Nothing can
be imagined more fingularly picturefque : —
It is of an oval form, about feven leagues in
length, and one in breadth, furrounded on

Ao
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all fides by mountains’ of a ftupendous
height, the lower parts of which are covered
with very rich pafture. — The valley itfelf is
fertile in_ the higheft degree: finely culti-
vated, and divided into meadows, gardens,
and vineyirds, The Rhone flows in beau-
tifal mazes from the one end to the other.—
Sion, the capital of the Vallais, is fituated on
the upper extremity, and the town of Mar-
tigny on the lower, many villages and de-
“tached houfes appearing all. over the valley
between tem. The profpect we had now
under our eye formeda ftriking and agreeable
contraft with the fcenes we had juft left..
The diftance from this point to Martigny,
which flands near the bottom of the moun-
tain, is aboat fix miles. There is ane con-
tinued defggnt the whole way, which is
renderéd” ealy by the roads being thrown
into a zig-zag dire&ion. '
- After the Tugged paths we had been
accuftomed to, it was, comparatively fpeak-
ing, reft, to walk down this mountain.—
We arllved at Martigny refrethed, and -in
high fpisits, )
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LETTER XXVHL

. Genevys
Dunmc our journey over the moun-
tains which encircle the lower Vallais, I
had often felt an inclination to enter fomne
of the peafants’ houfes, that I might be a
witnefs of the domeflic ceconomy of a

people which Rouffean has fo d®ightfully’

deferibed, -

Had I been alone, or with a fingle com«
paniun, I fhoyld have pledged them libea
rally, and made a temparary facrifice of my
reafon-to the Penates of thafe happy mouna
tainéers ; for, according to him, this is the
only payment. they will receive for their
entertainment: but our company was by
far 100 nuimerous, and would havé put their
hofpitality to too fevere 2 trigl.

- After a night’s refrefhment at Martigny,
we lonked with fome degrec of impatience

- -~

L aammn. S

e s v o
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for the cabriolets, which had been ordered
to meet us there. We all talked with rap~
ture of the fublime fcenes from which we
had defcended ; yet nobody regretted that the
reft of the journey was to be performed on
plain ground. The cabriolets- arriving the
{ame forenoon, we fet out by the embauchure,
which leads to St. Maurice.

That immenfe rampart of mountaing
which furrounds the Vallais at every other
part, is cut through here, which renders that
country acceflible to the inhabitants of the
canton of Bern. This opening has the ap-
pearance of a vaft and magnificent avenue,
o each fide of which a row of lofty moun-
tains are placed, inftead of trees. It is
fome leagues in length. ~ The ground is
exceedingly fertile, and perfeily level : yet
if an attack were fufpeCted, this pafs could
be eafily defended by batteries at the bot-
totn of the mountains on each fide. Be-
fides a river of confiderable depth fewe
along, fometimes on the one fide and. fome-
times on the other-; and, by continually cref-

-
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fing the.plain,” feems to forbid all hoftile en-
croachments,

This little fpot, the country of the Val-
laifans, which comprehends the valley above
defcribed, the mountains that furround it,
and ftretch on one fide all the way to the
lake, including three or four towns and many
villages, is a diftri&, governed by its own
Jaws and magiftrates, in alliance with, but
independent of the Swifs cantons, or any
other power, The religion is popery, and
the form of government democratic. — It
feems to have been imagined by Nature as a
laft afylum for that divinity, without whofe
influence all her other gifts are of fmall value,
Should the rapacious hand of defpotifm ever
cruth the rights of mankind, and overturn
the altars of FREEDOM, in every other
country in Europe, a.chofen people may
here preferve the true worthip, and thare
her regard with the provmces beyond the
Atlgntic. .

. In the middle of the opcmng above men-
mned about four leagues from Martigny,

—
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between two high mountains, and at the
fide of the Rhone, is fituated the little town
of St. Maurice, which guards this entrance
into the lower Vallais,

- Having pafled a bridge, at this town,

which divides the country of the Vallifans
from the canton of Bern, we proceeded to
Bex, a village remarkable for its delight-
ful fituation, and for the falt-works which
are near it.” After dinner, we vifited thefe.
‘We entered the largeft faline by a paflage
cut out of the folid rock, of a fufficient
height and breadth to allow a man to walk
with-eafe.

- Travellers who have ‘the cunoﬁty to ex-
plore thefe gloomy abodes, are previoufly
furnifhed with lighted lamps or torches, and
dreffed in a coarfe habit, to defend them from
thé flimy drippings which fall from the roof
and fides of the paffage.

Upon arriving at the refervoir of falt wa-
ter, which is about three quarters of a mile
from the entrance, [ was feized with anaufea;
from the difagrecable fmell of the place, and
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returned with all poffible: expedition to the |
open air, leaving my companions to pufh |
their refearches as far as they pleafed. They
remained a confiderable time after me.
What fatisfaltion they received within, I
thall not take upon me to determine; bat
1 never faw a fet of people make a more
melancholy exit; ~— with their greafy
frocks, their torches, their fmoky, woe-be-
>gone countenances, they put me in mind
“of a proceflion of condemned heretics,
walking to the flames, at an Auto de F¢ at
Lifbon.

Having recovered their !ooks and fpirits
at the inn at Bex, they affured me, that the
curiofities they bad feen during their fub-
terrancous progrefs, particularly after my
feceffion, were more worthy of obfervation
than any thing we had met with fince we
had left Geneva ; and they all advifed me,
with affe@ed ferioufnefs, to return and com-
plete the interefting vifit which I had lefs
unfinithed,

Next morning our company divided, the
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Duke of Hamilton and Mr. Grenville \
chufing to return’by Vevay and Laufanne,
Mr, Upton, Mr, Kennedy, and ‘myfelf,
went by the other fide of the lake of Geneva,
They took with them the two chaifes, and
we: proceeded on horfeback, our road na
admitting of wheel carriages.

We loft Bex eatly in the moring, paf
fing through Aigle, a thriving little town,
whofe houfes are built of a white marble
" found in the neighbourhood.~~The ideas
of gloom and wretchednefs, as well 2s of
magnificence, had fomchow been linked
in my mind with. this fubftance.—I don’t
know whether this is awing to its being
ufed in tombs and monuments ;—~of to my
having obferved, that the houl'es moft
profufely ornamented by it are fo often
the manfons of dulnefs and difcontent.w
Whatever gave rife to this cenmetion of
ideas, the appearance of the inhabitants of
Aigle was well calculated to cure me of the
prejudice ; for although the meaneft houfes
in this poor little towa are built of marble,
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yet in the courfe of iny life I never beheld
lefs care and mere {atisfaltion in the coun-
tenances of any fet of people. An appearance
 of eafe and content prevails not only here,
but all over Switzerland.
. A little beyond Aigle, we croflfed the
Rhone in boats. It is broader at this ferry,
than where it flows from the lake of Geneva.
As foon as we arrived on _the other fide, we
wereagain in the do'minfons ofthe Vallaifans,
which extend on this fide all the way to the
lake. |
- We had a, dehghtful ride to St. Gingo,
where we dined, and remained feveral
hours to refrefh our horfes: Theugh it
was Sunday, there was a fair at this town,
to which fuch a contourfe of people had
reforted, from the Pays de Vallais, the
canton of Bern, and from Savoy, that we
could not without diﬁculty find a room to
dine in.
. The drefs of thc young Vallafannes is
remarkably piturefque. " A little filk hat,
fixed on.onc fide of the head, from which
a bunch

'_——-
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abunch of ribbons hangs negligently, with
a jacket very advantageous ta the fhape,
gives them a fmart air, and is upon the
swhole more becaming than the drefs of the
common peeple in any country I have yet
feen. - ’

A little beyond St. Gingo we entetred the
dukedom of Savoy. The road is here cut
out of the lofty rocks which rife from the
Jake of Geneva. It muft be pafled with
caution, being exceedingly narrow, and ne
fence to prevent the traveller from falling
over a very high precipice into the lake, in
cafe his horfe fthould flart to one fide.

At fome places this narrow road is ren-
dered ftill more dangerous by fragments
which have fallen from the mountains
above, and have impaired and almoft de-
ftroyed the path. At thofe places we were
obliged to difmount, and lead our horfes,
with great attention, over rubbith and
broken rocks, till we gained thofe parts of
the road which were entire. '

‘The fight of Meillerie brought to my

voL. I. X
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remembrance the cha:mmg lctters of Rouf-
feau’s two lovers. This recolle€ion filled
"me with a pleafing enthufiafm. I fought
with my eyes, and imagined I difcovered
* the identical place where St Preux fat with
his telefcope to view the habitation of his
beloved Julia.—I traced in my -imagination
* his route, when he fprung from rock to
" rock after one of her letters, which a fudden
gutt of wind had fnatched from his hands.—
" 1 marked the point at which the two lovers
embarked to retumm to Clarence, after an
evening vifit to thofe very rocks,~—when
" St. Preux, agonized with tender recolletions,
and diftra&ed with defpair, was tempted to
feize his miftrefs, then the wife of another,
" and precipitate himfelf along with- her, from
" the boat headlong into the middle of the
lake. ' .

" Every circumftance of that pathetic ftory
came freth into my mind. 1 felt myfelf on
" a kind of claffic ground, and experienced
that the eloquence of that inimitable writer
had given me an “interéft in the landfcape



before my-eyus, beyond thas which its own
natural beauties could have effe&ted.

Having left the romantic rocks of Meils
lerie behind, we defcended to a fertile plain,,
almoft on a level with the lake, along which
the road runs, flanked with rows of finatall
treesall the way to Evian, an agreeable little
town, renowned for its mineral waters. Here
we-met with many of our Geneva acquain=
tances of both fexes, who had come, under
pretence of drinking the waters, to amufe
themfelyes in .this delightfal retreat.

We next proceeded to Tonon, a moft
religious city, if we may judge by the
number of churches and monafieries whxch

it contains, The number of inhabitants are
calculated at fix or feven thoufand, and
every feventh pcrfon I faw wore the uni-
form of fome religious order. _After this,
I was' not greatly furprifsd to perceive
every fymptom of poverty amon.g the lay
inhabijtants. -

Having befpoke fupper and beds at thu
place, we. went and vifited the convent
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of Carthufians at Ripaille, which is at a
little diftance.

~ It was here that 2 Duke of Savoy, after
a fortunate reigm, afflumed the charaller of
a hermit, and lived with the fathers a life of
piety and mortification, according to fome;
of voluptuoufnefs and policy, according
to others. What we are welt affured of is,
that he was in a thort time elected Pope, by
the council of Bafil, which dignity he was
obliged to relinquith’ nine years after, having
firft made very honourable conditions for
himfelf. After this, he fpent the remainder
of his life with the reputation of great fan&ity
at Ripailte. i

- Had he been allowed to chufe any part
of Europe for his retreat, he coald not
have found one more agreeabje, than this
which his’ own dominions furnifhed.

" The fathers with great politenefs fhowed
tis their foreft; their gardens, their apart-
meats, and a very elegant new chapel, which
is juft finithed. They then condu@ed us
into the chamber where their fovereign had
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lived and died. They talked much of his
genius, his benevolence, and his fan&tity.
We heard them with every mark of acqui-
efcence, and returned to our inn, where
tho’ we certainly did not faire Ripaille, [ am
convinced the fleas did : as Shakefpear’s
carrier fays, .there was never a King in
Chaiftendom better bit than we were,

. through the whole night. We paid for

our entertainment, fuch as it was, a very
extrawmgant bill in the morning, and withe
out grudging; for we confidered,. that we
were to leave our ‘hoft and his family
amongft ¥ fwarm of blood-fyckers, ftill
more intolerable than fleas. 4

* We arrived the fame foreaoon at Gcneva.
having finithed a tour in which a greater
wariety of fublime and interefting objells
offer themfelves to the contemplation of
the traveller, than can be found in any
other part of the globe of the fame extent.

1 am, &c.
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LETTER XXIX.

Genova.

I AM not fufprifed'that your enquiries of
late ‘entirely regard the philofopher of Fer-

ney. This extraordinary perfon has. con- -

trived "to excite more curiofity, and to
retain the attention of Europe for a longer
fpace of time, than any other man this age
has produced, monarchs .dnd “heroes in-
cluded.——Even the moft trivial anecdote
relating to him feems, in fome degree, to
" intereft the Public, ' ’

Since I have been in this country, I
have had frequent opportunitics of con-
verfing with him, and ftill more with thofe
avho have lived in intimacy with him.for
many years: fo that, whatever remarks I
may fend you on this fubje&, are founded
either on my own obfervation, or an that

77—
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o . the moft candid and inteligent of his
acquaintance.

He has enemies and admirers here, as he
has every where elfe; and not unfrequently
both united in the fame perfon.

The firflt idea which has prefented itfelf
to all who have attempted a defcription of
his perfon, is that of a fkeleton. In asfar
as_ this implies exceffive leannefs, it is juft ;
but it muft be remembered, that this fke-
Jeton, this mere compofition of fkin and

*bone, has a look of more fpirit and viva-
city, than is generally produced by fleth
and blood, however blooming and youth-
ful.

. The moft piercing eyes I ever beheld
are thofe of Voltaire, now in his eightieth
year. His whole countenance is expref-
five of gemus, obfcrvation, and extreme
fenfibility.

In the morning he has a look of anxiety
and difcontent ; but this gradually wears
off, and after dinner he feems cheerful ;—
yet an air of irony never entirely forfakes
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his face, but thay always be obferved lork-
ing in his features, whc(her he frowns or
fmiles, -

‘When the weather is favourable, he
takes an airing in his coach, with his niece,
or with fome of his guefts, of whom thére
is always a fufficient number at Ferney.
Sometimies he faanters in his garden; or, if
the weather does not permit him to go
- abroad, he employs' his leifure hours in’
playing' at. chefs with Pere Adam; or in
recewmg the vifits of ftrangers, a cohtinval®
fucceffion of whom attend at Ferney to
catch an oppormmly of fecmg him; or in
ditating and reading letters ; for he fil}
retains correfpondents in' all the countriés of
Europe, who inform him of every remar
kable occurrence, and fend him every new
literary ptoduction as foom as it appears.
By far the greater part of his time is
fpent in his ftudy ;"and whether he reads
himfelf;- or lifiens 16 another, he always has
a pen in his hand, to take notes, or make
remarks. .
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Compofition is his principal amufement.
No aathor who writes for daily bread, no
young poet ardent for diftin&ion, is mone
affiduous with his pen, or more anxioys
for freth fame, than the wealthy aad ap-
plauded Seigneur of Ferney. .

He lives in a very hofpitable.manner, .and
takes care always to keep a good cook, He
has generally two or three vifitors from Paris,
who ftay with him 2 month or fix weeks at
a time. When they go, their plages ae
foon fupplied; fo that there is a conflant
rotatjon of faciety at Ferney. Thefe, with
Voltaire’s own family, and his vifitors from
Geneva, compofe a ‘company of twelve or
fourteen people, who dine daily at his table,
whether he appears or not. "'{For when eq-
gaged in preparing fame new prodution for
the prefs, indifpofed -.or in bad fpirits, he
does not dine with the company ; but fatig-
fies himfelf ‘with feeing them for a few:mi«
‘nutes, either before or after dinner. i

All who bring recommendatjons from his
friends, may depend upon .being received,

K¥ «
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" if he be not really indifpofed. — He often
prefents himfelf to the ftrangers, who af-
femble almoft every afternoon in his anti-
chamber, although they bring no particalar
yecommendation. But fometimes they are
obliged to retire without having their cu-
Tiofity gratified. -

As often as this happens, he is fure of
being accufed of peevithnefs; and a thou-
fand ill-natured ftories are related, perhaps
inverited, out of revenge, becaufe he is not
in the humour of being exhibited like a
dancing bear on a holiday. It is much lefs
furprifing that he formetimes refufes, than
that he thould comply fo often. In him,
this complaifance muft proceed folely from
a defire to oblige ; for Voltaire has been
fo long accuftomed to admiration, that the
ftare of a few ftrangers cannot be fuppofed
to afford him much™ pleafure.

His niece, Madame Denis, does the
honours' of the table, and entertains the
company, when her uncle is not able, or
‘does not choofe to appear. She is a well-

-
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aifpofed wornan, who behaves with good-
humour to every body, and with unremit-
ting attention and tendernefs to her uncle.

The forenoon is not a proper time to vifit
Voltaite. He cannot bear to have his
hours of ftudy interrupted. This alone is’
fufficient to put him out of humour; be-
fides, he is then apt to be querulous,
whether he fuffers by the infirmities of age,
or from fome accidental caufe of chagrin.
‘Whatever is the reafon, he is lefs an opti-
mift at that part of the day than at any
other, It was in the morning, probably;
‘that he remarked, que c’étoit dommage
. gue le quinquina fe trouvoit en Amérique,
et la fidvre en nos climats.

* Thofe whe.are invited to fupper, have
an opportunity of feeing him in the moft
advantageous point of view. He then ex-
erts himfelf to entertain the company, and
feems as fond of faying, what are called
good things, as ever : and when any
lively remark or bon mot comes fom
another, he is equally delighted, and pays
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the fulleft tribute of applaufe. > The
fpirit of mirth gains wpon him -by induls
gence, — When furrounded by his- friends;
and animated by the prefence of wemen,
he feems to enjoy life with all the fenfibis
lity of youth. His genius then Turmounts
the reftraints of age and infirmity, and
flows along in a fine firain of pleafing, fpis
rited obfervation, and delicate irony.” °

He has anexcellent talent of adapting his
converfation to his company.—The firft timé
the Duke of Hamilton waited on him, he
turned the difcourfe on the -ancient alliance
between the French and Scotch nations.—ie
Reciting “the circumftince of -one of his
Grace’s predeceffors -having accompanied
Mary Queen of Scots, whole heir he at
that time was, to the court of France,«e
he fpoke of the heroic charallers of his
anceftors, the ancient Earls of Douglas—
of the great 'literary reputation of fome of
his countrymen, then living; and men-
tioned the names of Hume and Robertion
i termgs of high approbation.
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A fthort -time afterwards, he was vifited
by two Ruffian neblemen, who are now at
Geneva, Voltaire talked to them a great
*deal -of their Emprefs, and the flourithing
ftate of their country.——Formerly, faid
he, your countrymen wete guided by ig-
norant priefts, — the arts were unknown,
and your lands lay walte ; but now the
arts flourith, and the lands are cultivated.—
‘One of the young men replied, That there
was ftill a great proportion of barsen land
ta Ruoffia. -—— At leaft, faid Voltaire, you
smuft ‘admit, that of late your countiy has
been very fartile in laurels. '

His diflike to the clergy is well known.—
‘This leads him to joiri in.a Wry trite topic
wof abufe with people who ‘have no preten-
fion to that degree of wit which alone
could make their- railings -tolerable.—The
converfation happening to turn inte ‘this
channel, one perfon faid, If you fubtra®
pride from priels nothing will remain.—
Vous comptez donc, Monfieur, la gour-
mandife pour rien, faid Voltaire,
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He approves much more of Marmontel’s

Art. of Poetry, than of any poems of that
author’s compofition. . Speaking of thefe,
he faid that Marmontel, like Mofes, could
guide others to the Holy Land, though he
was not allowed to enter it himfelf.*
. Voltaire’s unbecoming allufions to the
“Sacred Writings, and his attempts to turn
into ridicule fome of .the *moft venerable
charalters mentioned in them, are no-
torious. : . '

A certain petfon, who ftammered very
much, found means to get himfelf 'intro-
duced at Ferney.——He had no other re-

* The fame allufion, though probably
Voltaire did not know it, was long fince made
by Cowley—~— o

Bacon like Mofes led us forth at laft,
The barren wildernefs he paft,
- Did on the very border ftand
Of the bleft promifed land, .
And from the mountain top of bis exalted wit
Saw it himfelf, and thew’d us it.
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commendation than the praifes he very
liberally beftowed on himfelf. —— When
he left the room Voltaire faid, he {uppofed
him to be an avanturier, un impofteur, —
Madame Denis faid, Impoftors never ftam-
mer : — To which Voltaire replied—Moife,
ne begayoit-il pas ?
" You muft bave heard of the animofity
which - has long fubfifted between Voltaire
and Freron, the Journalift, at Paris. The
former was walking. one day in.his garden
with. a gentleman from Geneva. A toad
crawled acrofs the road before them :—The
‘gentleman, to pleafe Voltaire, faid, point-
ang at the toad,—There is a Freron. What
can that poor animal have done to you,
replied the Wit, to deferve fuch a name?

He compared thé Britith nation to a hog-
fhead of their own ftrong beer; the top
'of which is froth, the bottom dregs, the
middle excellent.

A friend of Voltaire’s havmg recom-
mended to his perufal a particular fyftem of
metaphyfics, fupported by a train of reafon-
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ings, by which the author difplayed his ovi
ingehuity' and addrefs, without convincing
the mind of the reader, or proving any thing
befides his own eloquence and fophifiry,
afked, fome time after, the critic’s opinion of
this performance.

Metaphyfical writers, replied Voltaire,
are like minuet-dancers; who ‘being drefled
to the greateft advantage, make a couple of
bows, move through the roem in the fineft
dttitudes, difplay all their graces, are in cone
tinual' motion without advancing a fep,
and finith at the identical poimt from which
they fet out. Perhaps he orrowed this
thought from the followmg lmcs in Pope’s
Dunciad : ’ )

Or fet on mctaphyﬁc.ground to prance,
Show all his paces, not a ftep advance,

This, I hope, will fatisfy you for the pre.
fent; in my next, I fhall {end you what far-
ther particulars 1 think worth ‘your netice
concerning this fingular man. --Mcan wbnlc,
I am, &e.
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LETTER XXX

. Geneva.

C,onﬁdemd as a mafter, Veltaire appears
in a very amiable light. He i affuble,
humane, andegenerous to his tenants and
dependants. He loves to fee them profper 3
and takes part in their private and domeftie
concerns with the attention of a patriarch,
——He promotes induftry and manufatures
among them, by every means he can devife ;
by his care and patronage alone, Ferney,’
from a wretched village, whofe inhabitants
were funk in floth and poverty, is be-
come a flourifhing and commodious little
town. o

That acrimony, which appears in fome of
Voltaire’s works, feems to be excited only .
agaioft rival wits, and contemporary wri-
ters, who refufe him that diftinguifhed
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place on Parnaffus, to which his talents en-
title him,

If he has been the author of fevere fatire,
he has alfo been the ‘objet of a great deal.
Who has begn the aggreffor, it would be

- difficult to determine; but it muft be con-
feffed, -that where he has not been irritated
as a writer, he appears a good-humoured
‘man ; and, in particular inftances, difplays a
true philanthropy. — The whole of his con-
du& refpecting the Calas family ;—his pro-
teQion of the. Sirvens, his patronage of the
young lady defcended from Corneille, and
many examples, which might be menuoncd,
are all of this. nature, .

- Some people will tell you, that all’ the
bumc he made, on thefe, and fimiliar occa-.
fions, proceeded from vanity ;” but, in my
.mind, the man whe takes pains to juftify
opprefled innocence, to roufe the indigna-
tion of mankind againft cruelty, and to re-
lieve indigent merit, is in reality benevo-
lent, ‘however vain he may be, of fuch.
a&tions,~—~Such a man is unqncﬁionablj
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a more ufeful member of fociety, than the
huambleft monk, who has no other plan in
life, than the working out his own falvation
.in a corner.

Voluaire’s criticifms on the writings of
Shakefpear do him no honour; they betray
an ignorance of the author, whofe works he
fo rathly condemns, Shakefpear’s irregula-
ities, and his difregard for the unities of the
drama, are obvious to the dulleft of modern
.eritics; but Voltaire’s national prejudices,
and his imperfe& knowledge of the lan-
guage, render him blind to fome of the moft
thining beauties of the Englith Poet; his
‘remarks, however, though not always can-
did nor delicate, are for the moft past
lively. -

One evening, at Ferney, the converfation
happening to turn on the genius of Shake-
fpear, Voltaire expatiated on the impropriety

" and abfurdity of introducing low charalers
-and vulgar dialogue into Tragedy ; and gave
many inftances of the Englith bard’s having

offended in that particular, even in his moft
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pathetic plays, A gentleman of thec6m-

pany, who is a great admirer of ‘Shakefpear,

" obferved, by way -of palliation, that though
thofe charaters were low, yet they were na-
tural (dans la natare was his expreffion) :
Avec permiffion, Menfieur, replied Vohaire,
mon cul eft bien dans 1a nature, et cependant
je perte des culottes,

Voltaire had formerly a little theatre 3
his own houfe, ‘Where dramati¢ pieces were
reprefented by fome of the fociety who
vifited there, he himfelf generally taking
fome important charater ; but by all ac-

" counts this was not his fort, nature having
fitted him for' conceiving the fentiments,
but not reprefenting the altions of a hero.

" Mr. Cramer, of Geneva, fometimes affifted
upon thefe occafions. 1 have often feen
that gentleman a& at a private theatre in
that city with deferved applaufe. - Very few
of thofe who have made a&ting the ftudy and |
bufinefs of their lives, could have reprefented

- the chara@ers in which he appeared, with

more judgment and energy.
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. The celebrated Clairon herfeff has been
proud to tread Voltaire’s domeftic_theatre,
and to difplay at once his genius and her
own, , ’

" Thefe dramatic entertainments at Fer-
ney, to which many of the inhabitants of
Geneva were, from time to time, invited,
in all probability increafed their defire for
fpch amufements, and gave the hint to a
company of Frengp comedians, to- come
every fummer to the neighbourhood.

" As the Syndics and Council did not
judge it proper to licence their ating, this
company have ere€ted a theatre at Chate-
laine, which is on the French fide of the
ideal line which feparates that kingdom from
the territories of the republic, and about
_three miles from the ramparts of Geneva.

People come occafionally from Savoy
~and Switzerland to attend thefe reprefenta-
tions; but the company on which the
aQtors chiefly depend, are the citizens of

Geneva. The play kegins at three or four
i the afterneon, -that the (petators may:



a38 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND

have time to return bcfore the fhutting of
the gates. :

" 1 have been frequently at this theatrc.
The performers are moderately good. The
admired Le Kain, who is now at Ferney on
a vifit to- Voltaire, fometimes exhibits :—
but when I go, my chief inducement is to
fee Voltaire, who generally attends when
Le Kain acts, and when one of his own’
tragedies is to b repref@ed. :

He fits on the flage, and behind the’
fcenes; but fo as to be feen by a great part
of the audience. He takes as much intereft -
in the reprefentation, as if his own charaer
depended on the performance. He feems
perfe&tly chagrined and difgufted when any
of the aftors commit a miftake ; and when
be thinks they perform well, never fails to *
mark his approbation with all the vielence
of voice and gefture.

He enters into the feigned diftreffes of the
piece with every fym_ptom of real emotion,
and even fheds tears with the profufion .
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of a glrl prefent for the firft time at a
tragedy. :

I have fometimes fat near him during
the whole entertainment, obferving with
aftonithment fuch a degree of fenfibility in
a man of eighty. This great age, one would
naturally believe, might have confiderably
blunted every fenfation, particularly thofe
occafioped by the fititious diftreffes of the
drama, to which he has been habituated from
his youth. '

The piece reprefented having been written
by himfelf, is another circumftance whith,
in my opinion, fhould naturally tend to
prevent their effet on him. Some people
indeed affert that this, fo far from diminith-
ing, is the real caufe of all his fenfibility;
and they urge, as a proof of this affertion,
that he attends the theatre only when fome
of his own pieces are to be alted.

That he fhould be better .pleafed to fee
his own tragedies reprefented than any
others, is natural; but I do not readily
comprehend, how he can be more eafily
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—;noved 'and.gle‘cci;cd, by diftrefles which

he himfelf invented. Yet this degree of
deception feems neceflary ‘to make a man
fhed tears, While thefe tears are flowing, be
mutft believe the woes he weeps are real : he
muft have been fo far deceived by the cunning
of the fcene, as to have forgot that he was in
a playhoufe. The moment he recolle@s that
the whole is fitian, hls fympathy and tears
mufl-ceafe,

I fhould be glad, however, to fee Voltaire
prefent at the reprefentation of fome of
Corneille or Racine’s tragedies, that I
might obferve whether he would difeover
more or lefs fenfibility than he has done

“at his own. We fhould then be able to

afcertain this curious, difputed paint, whether
this {ympathy regarded the piece or the

_author.

Happy, if this extraordmary man had
confined his genius to its native home, to the
walks which the mufes love, and where ha
has always been received with diftinguifhed
honour, and that he had never deviated froam

. thefe
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thele, into the thorny paths of controverfy !
For while he attacked the tyrants and op-
preflors of mankind, and thofe who have per-
verted the benevolent nature of Chriftianity
to the moft felfith and malignant purpofes,
it is for ever to be regretted, that he allowed
the fhafts of his ridicule to glance upon the
‘Chriftian religion itfelf. '
~ By perfevering in this, he has not anly
#hocked the pious, but even difgufted infidels,
who accafe him of borrowing from him/(elf,
and repeating the fame argument in various
‘publications ; and feem as tired of the ftale
fricer againft the Chriftian dorines, as of
the dulleft and moft tedioms fermmns in
fopport of them.

Voltaire’s behaviour dwing ficknefs has
been reprefented in very oppofite lights. I
bave heard much of his great contrition and
repentance, whea he had reafon to believe
hisend approaching. Thefe ftories, had they
been true, wenld have proved, that his infi-
delity was affedtation, and that he wasa
believer and Chriftian in his heare,

VoL, I L
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LETTER XXXI

: . Geneva, -
Iu obedience to your requeft, I fhall
give you my opinion freely with regard to
Lord—"s fcheme of fending his two {ons
to be educated at Geneva.

The eldeft, if I remember ngbt, is not
more than nine years of age ; and they have
advanced no farther in their education than
being able to read Englith tolerably well,
His Lordfhip’s idea is, that when they fhall
have acquired a perfe@ knowledge of the
French language, they may be taught Latin
through the medium of that langnage, and
purfue any other ﬁudy that may be lhough;
proper.

I have attended. ta his Lordthip’s ob;ec-
tions againft the public fchools in England,
and after due confideration, ‘and weighing
every circumftance, I remain of opinion,

-
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that no country but Great.Britain is proper
for the education of a Britith fubje&, who
propofes to pafs his life in his.own country.
"The moft important point, in my mind,
to be fecured in the education of a young
man of rank of oar country, is to make him
an Englifhman ; and this cam be dene no
where fo effeCtually as in England.

He will there acquise thofe fentiments,
that particular tafte and tarn of mind, which
will make him prefer the government,
and relifh the manners, the divesfions, and
general way of lving, which prevail in
England.

He will there acquire that charater,
which diftinguithes Englithmen from the
natives.of all the other countries of Europe,
and which, once attained, however it may
be afterwards embellifhed ar.e formed, can
hevet be entirely effaced.

If it could be proved, that this charalter
is not the moft amiable, it does not follow
that it is not the moft expedient. It is fuf-
ficient, that it is upon the whole moft ap-

/
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proved of in England.- For I hold it as in-
difputable, that the good opinion of a man’s
countrymen is of more importance to him
than that of all the reft of mankind : Indeed,
without the firft, he very rarely can enjoy
“the fecond.

* It is thought, that by an early foreign edn-
cation, all ridiculous Englith prejudices will
be avoided. This may be true ;—but other
prejudices, perhaps as ridiculous, and much
more detrimental, will be formed. Thefirft
cannot be attended with ‘many inconve-
niencies; the fecond may render the young
people unhappy in their own country when
they return, and difagreeable to their coun-
trymen all the reft of their lives.

It is true, that the French manners are
adopted in almoft every country of Europe :
they prevail all over Germany and the nor-
thern courts. They are gaining ground,
though with a flower pace, in Spain, and in
the Italian States. — This is not.the cafe in
England. — The Englith manners are uni-
verfal in the provinces, prevail in the capital,
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and are to be faund uncontaminated even at
court.

In all the countries above mentioned, the
body of the people behold this preference to
foreign manners with difguft. Bat in all
thofe countries, the fentiments of the people
are difregarded ; whereas, 'in England, po-
pularity is of real importance ; and the higher
a man’s rank is, the more he will feel the
lofs of it.

" Befides, a prejudice againft French man-
ners is not confined to the lower ranks in
England :—1It is diffufed over the whole na-
tion. Even thofe who have none of the
ufual prejudices ;—who do all manner of
juftice to the talents and ingenuity .of their
neighbours ;—who approve of French man-
ners in French people; yet cannot fuffer
them when grafted on their countrymen.
Should an Englith gentleman think this
kind of grafting at all admiffible, it will be
in fome of the loweft clafles with whom he
is connefted, as his tailor, barber, valet-
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_de-chambre, or cook ; — but never in his

friend.

I can fcarcely remember an inftance of an
Englithman of fathion, who has evinced in
his drefs or ftyle of living a preference to
French manners, who did not lofe by itin
the opinion ef his countrymen.

‘What I have faid of French manners i
.applicable to foreign manmers in gcneral
which are all in fome degree French, and the
particular différences are not diftinguifhed

~ by the Englifh, ‘

The fentiments of the citizens of Geneva
arc more analogous in many refpects to the

-turn of thinking in England, than to the

“'general opinions in France. Yet a Gene-

vois in London will univerfally pafs for a
Frenchman, ~

An Englith boy, fent to Geneva at an
‘early period of life, and remaining there fix
‘or feven years, if his parents be not along
with him, will probably, in the eyes of the
Englifh, appear a kind of Frenchman all
his life after. "This is an incovenience
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which ought to be avoided with the greateit
attention.

With regard to the objeions againft
public fchools, they are, in many refpe@s,
applicable to thofe of every country. BatI
freely own, they never appeared to me fuf-

ficient to overbalance the advantages which
attend that method of education; particu-

cularly as it is condudted in Englith public
fchools. '

I have perceived a certain hardihood and
manline(s of cbaralter in boys who have
Had a public education, fuperior to what
appears in thofe of the fame age educated
~ privately.

At 2 public fchool, though a gencral at-
tention is- paid to the whole, in many parti-
ticulars each: boy is neceffitated to decide and
a& for himfelf. His reputation among
his companions: depends folely on his own
condu®. This gradually ftrengthens the
mind, infpires firmnefs and decifion, and
prevents that wavering imbecility ob{ervable
n thofc who have been accuﬁomed o

L *
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rely upon the affiftance and - opinion of
others. : b

The original nmprcﬂions which fink into
the heart and mind, and form the charac-
ter, never change.—The obje&ts of our at-
* tention vary in the different periods: of life.
—This is fometimes miftaken for a change
of charalter, which in reality remains ef-
fentially the fame. — He who is referved,
deceitful, cruel, or avaricious, whea a boy';
will not, 'in any fature period of life, be-
come open, faithful, compaffionate, or ge-~
nerous.
_ The young mind has, at a public fchool,

the beft chance of receiving thofe fentiments
which incline the heart te friendfhip, and
corre& felfihines. They are drawn in by
obfervation, which is infinitely more powen-
ful than precept.

A boy perceives that courage, genero-
fity, gratitade, command the efteem and .
applaufe of all his companions. . Hé che-
rifhes thefe qualities in his' own breaft, and
endeavours to conne@ himfelf in friendthip
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with thofe who poffefs them.—He fees that
meannefs .of fpirit, ingratitude, and per- _
* fidy, are the objeéls of deteftation. — He
thuns the boys who difplay any indications
of thefe odious qualities. What is the ob-
je&t of applaufe or contempt to his fchool-
fellows, he will endeavour to graft into, or
eradicate from,  his own charaler, with ten
thoufand times more eagernefs than that
which was applauded and cenfured by his
tator or parents.

The admonitions of thefe laft have pro-
bably loft their effe by frequent repeti-
tion; or he may imagine their maxims are
only. applicable to a former age, and to
manners which are obfolete. — But he feels
the fentiments of his companions affe& his
reputation and fame in the. moft fenfible
manner. »

In all the countries of Europe, Englan
excepted, fuch a deference is paid to boys
of rank at the public fchools, that emula-
tion, the chief fpur to diligence, is greatly
blunted.—The boys in the middle rank of
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life are deprefled by the infolence of their
titled companions, which they are not al-
lowed to-corre or retaliate.——This has
the worft effe@ on the minds. of both, by
rendering thefe more infolent; and thofe
more abject.

" The public fchools in England difdain:
this mean partiality ;. and are, on that ac-
count, peculiarly ufeful to boys of high
rank and great fortune. Thefe young, people
are exceedingly apt to imbibe falfe ideas
of their own importance, which in yhofe
impartial feminari¢s will be perfeQtly afcer-
tained, and the real merit- of the youths.
weighed in jufter fcales than are generally
to be found:is a parent’s houfe;. .

The young peer will be taught by the
mafters, and il :more. effe@ually by his
comrades, this moft ufeful of all leffons,—
to expect diftin€tion and. .efteem. from per-
fonal qualities only ; becaufe no other can -
make him eftimable, or even fave him from
contempt,~——FHe will fee a dunce of high
rank flogged with as little. ceremeny as the




MANNERS IN FRANCE. 253

fon of a tailor; and the richeft coward '
Kicked about by his companions e;;ually
with the pooreft poltroon.—He will find
that diligence, genigs, and fpirit, are the
truc fources of fuperiority and applaufe; -
both within and without the {chool.

The a&ive principle of emulation whem:
allowed full play, as in the chief fchools in:
England, operates in various ways, and al-
ways with a good:effe&.——If a boy finds-
that he falls beneath his companioas in
literary merit, he will endeavour to excel
them in intrepidity, or fome other accom~
plithment. If he be brought to difgrace
for negle@ing his exercife, he will try to-

- fave himfelf ffom contempt by the firmnefs
" with which he bears Bis punifhiment..

The liftleffnefs and indolence to be found
fo frequently among our young people of
rank, are not to be imputed to their edu-
cation at a public fchool, which in reality
has the greateft tendency to counterat
thefe habits, and often does fo, and gives an
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energy to the mind which remains through
life. _

Thofe wretched qualities creep on after- .
wards, when the youths become their own
mafters, and have enfeebled their minds by
indulging in all the pleafures which fortune
puts in their power, and luxury prefents.

Ubpon the whole, Iam clearly of opinion,
that the earlieft period of every Englifh-
man’s edacation, during which the mind
receives the moft lafting impreffions, ought
to.be in England. '

If, however, the opinion of relations, or
any peculiarity in fituation, prevents his .
‘being educated at home, Geneva fhould bie
preferred to any other place. Or if, by
fome negle®, either of ‘his own or -his
parents, a young Englifh gentleman of for-
tune has allowed the firft years of youth
to fly unimproved, and has attained the age
of feventeen or eighteen with little literary
knowledge, 1 know no place where he may
have a better chance of recovering what he
has loft than in this city. He may havea
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choice of men of eminence, in every branch
of literature, to affift him in his ftudies, a
great proportion of whom are men of ge-
ntus, -and as amiable in their-manners as
they are eminent in their particular pro-
feflions.

He will have conftant opportunities of
being in company with very ingeniouns

-peoplé, whofe thoughts and converfation
turn upon’ literary fubje@s. In fuch fo-
ciety, a young man will feel the neceffity of

fome degree of ftudy. This will gradually

form a tafte for knowledge, which may

remain through life.

It may alfo be numbered among the ad-
vantages of this place, that there are few
objeCts of diffipation, and hardly any
fources of amufement, befides thofe derived
from the natural beauties of the country,
and from an intimacy with a people by
whofe converfation a young man can fcarce
fail to improve. A

P. S. An Englith nobleman and his lady

.lnvmg taken the refolution of educating
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their fon at Geneva, attended him. hither,
and have effe€tually prevented the incon-
veniencies above mentioned, by remaining
with him for feven or eight years..

The hofpitality, generofity, and bene-
volent difpofitions of this family had ac-
quired them the higheft degree of popula-
rity. I:faw them leave the place. Their
earriage could with difficulty move through:
the. multirude, who were affembled in the
ftreets,~~—~Numbers of the poorer fort, who-
Kad been relieved by their fecret charity,
unable longer to obey the injun&ions of
their benefactors, proclanmed their gratitude

" aloud.

. The young gentleinan was obllged to
come out again and again to-his old friends
and companions, who preffed around the
coach to bid him farewel, and exprefs their
forrow for his departure, and their withes
for his-prefperity. The eyes of the parents
overflowed with tears of happinefs ; and the
whole family carried along with them the

affeCions of the greater part,and the efteem

of all the citizens.
-
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LETTER XXXIL

, . . Geneva..

_ Smcmz is very frequent at Geneva. 1
am told this has been the cafe ever fince
the oldeft people in the republic can re-
member ; and there.is reafon to believe,
that it happens oftener here, in proportion
to the number of inhabitants, than in Eng-
‘tand, or any other country of Europe.

The maltiplicity of inftances which has
occurred fince I have been here is aftonith-
ing. Two that hae happened very lately
are remarkable for the pecualiar circum-
ftances which accompanied them. -

The firft was occafioned by a fudden-and
wanaccountable fit of defpair, which feized
the fon of one of the wealthieft and moft
refpeCable citizens of the republic. This

' yt\mng- gentleman had, in appearance,. every
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reafon to be fatisfied with his lot. He was
hand(ome, and in the vigour of youth,
married to a woman of an excellent cha-
ra&er, who had brought him a great for-
tune, and by whom he was the father of a
fin¢ child. In the midft of all thefe bleffings,
furrounded by every thing which could in-
fpire a man with ap attachment to life,
he felt it infupportable, and without any
obvious caufe of chagiin, determined to
deftroy himfelf.

Having paffed fome hours with his mo-
ther, a moft valuable woman, and with his
wife and child, he left them in apparent
good humour, went into another room, ap-
plied the muzzle of a mufket to his fore-
head, thraft back the trigger with his toe,
and blew oat his brains, in the hearing of
the unfufpe@ting company he had juft

quitted.

"~ The fecond inftance, is that of a black~ -
fmith, who, taking the fame fatal refolu-
tion, and not having any convenient inftru-
ment at hand, charged an old gun-barrel
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with a brace of bullets, and putting one
end -into the fire of his forge, tied a firing
to the handle of the bellows, by pulling of
w hich he could make them play, while he
was at a convenient diftance. Kneeling
down, he then placed his head near the
mouth of the barrel, and moving the bel-
lows by means of the ftring, they blew ap

the fire, he keeping his head with aftonith- ~

ing firmnefs, and horrible deliberation; in
that pofition, till the farther end of the bar-
rel- was fo heated as to kindle the powder,
whofe explefion inftantly drove the bullets
through his brains.

Though I know that this happened h-
terally as I have related yet there is
fomething fo extraordinary, and almoft in-
credible, in the circamftances, that perhaps
I thould ot have mentioned it, had it not

~ been well atteﬂed and known to the inha.
bitants of Geneva, and all the Englith who
are at prefent here,

- Why fuicide is more frequent in Great
Britain and Geneva than elfewhere, would
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be a matter of curious inveftigarion. For it
appears very extraordinary, that men fhould
be moft inclined to kill themfelves in coun-
tries where the bleffings of life are beft fe—
cured. There muft be fome ftrong and pe-
culiar caufe for an effeét fo prepofterous.
Before coming here, I was of opinion,.
. that the frequency of fuicide in England,
was occafioned in a great meafure by the
fltormy and unequal climate, which, while
it clouds the fky, throws alfo a gloom over
the minds of the natives. — To this caufe
foreigners genewally add, that of the ufe of
coal, inftead of wood, for fuel.

I refted fatisfied with fome vague theory,
bailt on thefe taken together : — But nei-
ther can account for the fame éffe@ at Ge—
neva, where ceal is. not ufed, and where

* the climate is the fame with that in Swit-
zerland, Savoy, and the neighbouring parts
of France, where inftances of fuicide are
ccrtain'ly" much’ more , rare.

Without prefuming to- decide what are
the remote caufes of this fatal propenfity,. .



MANNERS IN FRANES. 264

it appears evident to me, that no reafoning
<an have the fmalleft force in preventing
it, but what is founded upon the foul’s im-
mortality and a future ftate.—~What effe®
can the common arguments have on a man
who does not believe that neceffary and im-
portant do&rine?— He may be told, that
he did aot give himfelf life, therefore he
has no right to take it avay : —that he is a
centinel on a poft, and ought to remain til
he is relieved : = what is all this to the man
who thinks he is never to be queftioned for
his violence and defertion ?

If you attempt to pique this man’s pride,
by afferting, that it is a greater proof of
courage to bear the ils of life, than to flee
_ from them; he will anfwer you from the
Roman -tlniﬁory,' and afk, Whether Cato,
Caffius, and Marcus Brutus, were cowards ?

The great legiflator of the Jews feems
20 have been convinced, that no law or
‘argument againft fuicide could have any
influence on the minds of people-who were
ignorant of the foul's immortality ; and
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therefore, as he did not think it neceffary
- to inftru& them in the one, ( for reafons
which ‘the Bithop of Gloucefter has un-
folded in his treatife on the Divine Legation
of Mofes,) he alfo thought it fuperfluous
to give them any exprefs law ag:unﬁ the
other.

Thofe philofophcrs, therefore, who have
endeavoured to fhake this great-and im-
portant conviction from the minds of men,
have thereby opened a door to fuicide as
well as to other crimes,—For, whoever rea-
fons againft that, without founding upon
~ the do&rine of a future ftate, will foon fee
all his arguments overturned.

It muft be acknowledged, indeed, that
in many cafes this queftion is decided by
men’s feelings, mdcpendent of reafonmgs
of any kind.

- Nature has not trufted a matter of fo
great importance entirely to the fallible
reafon of man; but has planted in the
human breaft fuch a love of life, and horror
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of death, as feldlom can be overcome even
by the greateft misfortunes. )
But there is a difeafe which fametimes
affe@s the body, and afterwards communi-
cates its baneful influence to the mind, over
which it hangs fuch a cloud of horrors as
renders life abfolutely infupportable. In
this dreadful flate, every pleafing idea s
banithed, and all the fources of comfort
in life are poifoned. Neither fortune,
honours, friends, nor family, can afford the
fmalleft fatisfation. Hope, the laft pil-
lar of the wretched, falls to the ground—
Defpair lays hold of the abandoned fuffeser
— Then all reafoning becomes vain ——
Even arguments of religion have no weight,
and the poor creature embraces death as
his only friend, which, as he ‘thinks, may
terminate, but cannot augment, his mifery.
I am, &c.

P.S. You need not write till you hear
from me again, as I think it is probable
that we fhall have left this place before your
. letter could arive.
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LETTER XXXIIL

s . ‘ Laussune.

THI Duke of Hamilton having a defire to
vifit fome of the German Courts, we bade
adicu to our fricnds at Geneva, and are
thus far on our iatended journey. It is
of peculiar advantage in Germany, above
all other countyjes, to be in company with -
a man of rank and high tale, becanfe it
facilitates your reception every where, and
{uperfedes the neceflity of necommendatory
letters,

1 have met here with my friend Brydene,
whofe company and converfation have re-
tarded our journey, by fupplying the chief
objets of travelling, if amufement and in-
ftruion are to be ranked among them.
He is here with the Marquis of Lindfay,
a lively, fpirited young man ;—one of thofe

eafy,
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ealy, carelefs chara&ers, fo much beloved -
by their intimates, and fo regardlefs of the .
opinioh of the relt of mankind.

Since you hold me to my promife of
writing {0 very regularly, you mufl fome-
times expet to receive a letter dated from
three or four different places, when either
my fhort flay in one place deprives me of
the leifure, or meeting with nothing uncom-
mon in another, deprives me of materials
for fo long a letter as you require,

The road from Geneva to this town is
along the fide of the lake, through a de-
lightful country, abounding in vineyards, -
which produce the vin de la cdte, fo much
efteemed. -All the little towns on the way,
Nyon,. Rolle, and Morges, are finely fitu-
ated, neatly built, and inhabited by a thriv-
ing and contented people. .

Laufanne is the capital of this charming
country, which formerly belonged to the
Duke of Savoy, but is now under the
dominion of the canton of Bern.

However mortifying this may be to the

YOL. I » M
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former pofleflor, it has certainly been a

happy difpenfation to the inhabitants of the

Pays de Vaud, who are in every refpe&t

more at their eafe, and in a better fituation,
than any of lhe fubie&s of his Sardmxau
MaJcﬂy

Jhis city is fituated near the lake, and
at the diftance of about thirty miles from
Geneva, As the nobility, from the coun.,
try, and from fome parts of Switzerland,
and the families of feveral officers wha
have retired from fervige, refide here, there
is an air of more eafe and gaiety @perhaps
alfo more politenels) in the focieties at
Laufanne, than in thefe of Geneva ; at leaft
this is firmly believed and aﬂ'crtcd by all
the nobles of this place, who confider
themfelves as greatly fuperior to the citi-
zens of Geneva. Thefe, on the other
hand, talk a goad deal of the poverty, fri-
" voloufnefs, and ignorance of thofe fame
nobility, and make no fcruple of ranking
their own enlightened mechanics above them
in every eflential qgality.

e —
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Vevay.
:The road between Laufanne and Vevay
is very mountainous ; but the mountains are
cultivated to the fummits, and covered with
vines.—~—This would have been impra&i-
cable on account of the fteepnefs, had not
the proprictors built {trong ftone-~walls, at
proper intervals, one above the other,
which fupport the foil, and form little
terraces from the bottom to the top of the

_ Imou ntam S.

The peafants a('ccnd by narrow flairs,
and, before they arrive at the ground they
ate to cultivate, have frequently to mount
higher than a mafon who is employed in
repairing the top of a fteeple,

The mountainous nature of this country
fubje@ts it to frequent torrents, -which,
when violent, fweep away vines, foil, and
walls in one common deftro&ion. The
inhabitants behold the havoc with a: fteady
concern, and, without giving:way to the.
elamorous rage of the French, or finking
“into the gloomy defpair.af :the Englith,
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think only of the moft effeftual means of
repairing the lofs.—As foon =3 the ftorm
has abated, they begin, with admirable pa-
tience and perfeverance, to rebuild the
walls, to carry frefh earth on hurdles to the

top of the mountain, and to fpread 2 now~

foil wherever thc old has been wathed
away.

" 'Where property Y perfcﬁly fccnre, and-

men are allowed to enjoy the fruits of
their own labour, they are capable of
efforts unknown in thafe couatries where
defpotifm renders every thing precarious,
and whete a tyrant rcapo what flaves have:
fown.

This part of the Pays de Vaud is inha--

bited by the defcendants of thofe unbappy
people, who. were driven by the moft abfurd
and cruel perfeeution from the wallies of
Piedmont and Savoy.

"I will'net affert, that the iniquity of the '

pérfeentars has been vifited upon their
« children ; but the fufferings and: ftedfailach
of the perfecuted feem to by recompented by:
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the happy fitaation in which theie childron
of the thitd and fourth gemerations are new
placed. '

Vevay is a peetty kittle town, containing
between three or fout theafand inhabitants.
2t i fweetly fituated on a plain, near
the head of the lake of Goneva, where
the Rhone enters. The mountains behind -
the town, though exceedingly high, are .
entirely cultivated, like thak on the road
from Laufaane. B

"There is a large village about halfway
op the mountain, in 2 dire&® line above
Vevay, which, viewed from below, fcems
sdhering te the fide of the precipice, and
has a very fingnlat and remantic appearance.

The principal church &s detached from
the town, and fituated en a hill which
ovetlooks it. From the tesrace, or church-
yard, there is a view of the Alps, the
Rhone, the lake, with towns and villages
on its margin.——-Within this church .the
body of General Ludlow is depofited, That
fteady republican withdrew from Laufanoe
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to this place, after the affaffination of His
friend ‘Lifle, who was fhot through the
heart; as he was going to charch, by a
ruffian, who had come acrofs the lake for
“that purpofe, and who, amidft the confa-
fion occafioned by the murder, got fafe to
the boat, and efcaped to the Duke of Savoy’s
territories on the other fide, where he was
openly prote&ed.—This was a pitiful way
of avenging the death of a monarch, whe,
whether juftly or not, had been pubhcly
‘condemned and executed.

There is a long Latin epitaph on Ludlow’s
monument, enumerating many circamftances
of his life, but omitting the moft remarkable
of them all. He is called, Patrize libertatis
defenfor, et poteftatis arbitrarize propugnator
© acerrimus,* &c.—But no nearer hint is
given of his having been one of King
"Charles the Firft’s judges, and of his having

* A.defend'er of the liberty of his native
country, and a determined oppofer of arbitrasy
power, &c, .
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figned she fentence againft that ill-fated
Prince. ‘ )

However fond the Swifs in gentral may
be of liberty, and however partial to its
affertors, it is prefumable that thofe who
proteed Ludlow did not approve of this
part-of his ftory, and on that account a
particular méntion of it was not made on
his tomb.

There is no travelling by poft through
Switzerland: we therefore hired horfes at
Geneva, to ‘carry us to Bafil; from whence
we can proceed by poft to Stratbourg,
which is the route we defign to take. We
Jeave Laufanae the day after to-morrow. .

-
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LETTER XXXIV.

. Gunera.

Os my return from Vevay to Laufanne,
1 found our friecnd Mr. Harvey, at the inn,
with the Duke of Hamilten, His Grace
inclines to remain fome time longer at that
“city ; but defired that I might proceed with
the carriages and all the fervants, except his
valet de-thambre and one footman, to Straf-
bourg, which I readily agreed to, on his pro-
mifing to join me there within a few days.
Harvey 3t the fame timé made the very
agrecable propofal of accompanying me to
Strafbourg, where he will remain till our
departure from thence, leaving his chaife for
the Duke.

We began our journey the following
day, and were efcorted as far as Payerne by
Mefirs. Brydone and Humberfton, where we
paffed a gay evening, and proceeded next
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morning to the towa of Avanche, the capital
of Switeerland in Tacitus’s time.*

‘No country in the world can be morg
agreeable to travellers during the fummer
than Switzerland: for, befides the commo-
dious roads and comfortable inns, fome of the
moft beautiful objefts of nature, woods,
mountains, likes, intermingled with fertile
fields, vineyards, and fcenes of the moft per-
. fe& cultivation, are here prefented .to the
eye in greater variety, and on a larger fcale,
than in any other country.

* Near this town, the Helvetions were de-
fexed by Cascina, one of Vitelliuss Lieutenants.
—~ Multa hominum milia cafs, moka fab co-
" rona venumdata. Cumque direptis ommibud.

Mventicum gentis caput jufto agmine petefetur,
Taciti Hiftoria, lib. 1. cap. 68.

— Many thoufands were Hain, and many
ftroufands fold as flaves; and after comhﬁtring
great ravage, the army marched in order of

battle to Aventicum tbecqgml of the country.
. ‘ 18
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From Avanche we advanced to Murtetr,
or Murat, as it is pronounced by the Frenchr,
£ neat little town, fituated upon a rifing
ground, on the ﬁde of the lake of the fame
name.

The army of Charles Duke of Burgund)f,
befieging this town, was defeated, with great
flaughter, by the Swifs, in the year 1476.
Near the road, within a mile of Murat, there
isa littlé building full of iuman bones, which
are faid to be thofe of thie Burgundians flain
in the battle. As- this curicus cabinet was
erefted many years after the battle, it may
be fuppefed, that  fome of the bones of the
vi€lors are here packed up along with thofe
of the vanquithed, in order to fwell thecol-
le&tion,

There are feveral mfcnpnom on the
chzpel.

. DEO OPTIM. MAX. .

- CAROLI INCLITI ET FORTISSIMI BURGUNDLE
'DUCISEXERCITUS MURATUM OBSIDENS AB
Hm.VETns C/ESUS HOC SUT MONUM ENTUM

'RELIQUIT, 1476,
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On another fide is the following.

SACELLUM
QUO RELIQUIAS
EXERGITUS BURGUNDICI
AB HELVETHS. A. 1476.
PIA ANTIQUITAS CONDITL
RENOVARI
VIISQUE PUBLICIS MUNIRI
- JUSSERUNT
RERUM NUNC DOMINAE
REIPUBLICE .
BERNENSIS ET FRIBURGENSIS'
ANNO 1755,

" The borders of the lake of Murat are ens
riched with gentlemen’s hoafes, and villages
ia great abundance,

The drefs, mannets, and perfons of the
inhabitants of this country indicate a diffe-
rent people from the Genevois, Savoyards, of’
the inhabitants of the Pays de Vaud. .

‘We dined at Murat, and remained fcveﬁl'
hours in the town. - There was a fair, and a

great concourfe of people. —-Tbc Swifs
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peafants are the talleftand moft robuﬁ: [ have
ever feen. ‘Their drefs is very particalar.—
They have little tound hat, l:ke thofe worn
by the Dutch kippers. — Their coats and
waiftcoats are all of a kind of coarfe black
cloth.—Their ‘breeches are made of coarfe
linen, fomething Iike failors trowfers ; but
drawn together in plaits below the knees,
and the ftockings are' of the fame ftuff with
the breeches.

The women wear, fhort Jackcts, with a .
great {uperfluity of buttons. The uamar-
ried women value. themfelves on the length
.of their hair, which they feparate into two
divifions, and allow to hang at its full length,
braided with ribands in the Ramilliec &fhion.
After marriage, thefe trefies me no
longer permitted to bang down ; but, being
twifted round the head in fpiral lines, are
fixed at the crown with lasge filver pins.
This is the oply difference, in point of drefs,
which matrimony makes. '

Married and unmarried wear ftraw hats,
ornamented with black ribands. So far the
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women’s drefs is becoming enough ; but they
have an awkward manner of fixing their
petticoats fo high as to leave Bardly any
waift. This encroachment of the petticoats
upon the waift, with the amazing number
they. wear, gives a fize and importance to
the lower and hind part of the -body te
which it is by no means entitled, and migh-
tily deforms the appearance of the whole
perfon.

- The elegant ﬁgure of the Venus de Medi-
cis, or of the Duchefs of Devonfhire, would
be impaired, or annihilated, uader fuch a
prepofterous load of drefs, — As we arrived
only this afternoon, I can fay nothing of
Bern: You fhall hear more in my next.
Meanwhile Iam, &e¢.
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LETTER XXXV.

Beru,
anu is 4 regular well-built town, withi
fome air of magnificence. The houfes
are of a fine white free-ftone, and pretty
uniform, particularly in the principal ftreet,
where they ate all exaltly of the fame
height. There are piazzas on each fide,
with 2 walk raifed four feet above the
level of the ftreet, very ¢ommodious in
wet weather,

A fmall branch of the Aar has been
tuned into this ftreét, and being confined
to a narrow channel in the middle, which
has a confiderable flope, it runs with great
rapidity ; and, without being a difagrecable
obje& of itfelf, is of great, fervice in keep-
ing the ftreet clean.

Another circamf{tance contributes to ren-

- der this one of the moft cleanly towns in
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Europe :=Criminals are’ employed in re-
moving rubbifh from the fireets and public. -
walks. The more atrocious delinquents
. are chained' to waggons, while thofe who
are condemned for -fmaller crimes, are em-
ployed in_fweeping the light rabbith into
the rivulet, and throwing the heavier into
the carts and waggous, which their more
criminal compamons are obliged to puth or
draw along,

- Thefe wretches have collars of iron fixed
around their necks, with a proje&ing handle
in the form of a hook to each, by which
on the flighteft offence or mutiny, they
may be feized, and are entirely at the com-
mand of the guard, whofe duty is to fee
‘them perform their work.—People of both
fexes are’ ‘condemned to’ this labour for
months, years, or for life, according to the:
nature of their crimes. I
Tt alledged, that ovep and above the de-

terrmg from crimes, which is effeCted by
- this, in common ‘with the other methods

of punifhing, there is the additional advan-
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tage, of obliging the criminal te repair by
his labour the injury which e has done to
the community.

I (ufpect, however, ‘that this advantage is |

overbalanced by the bad effes of hubitu-
ating people to behold the mifery of their
fellow-creatures, which [imagine gradaally
hardens the hearts of the {pe@ators, and
renders them lefs fufceptible of the emotions
of compaffion and pity ;—feelings, which,
perhaps, of all others, have the beft in-
fluence upon, and are the meft becoming,
- human nature,  Juvenal fays,

. molliffima corda

Humano generi dare fe natura fatetur,

Quz lachrymas dedit: hzc .noftri pars op-
tima fenfds. *

© # Nature wvows, that {he has beftowed the

moft compaffionate hearts on the human race,..

by giving them tears; and this fcnﬁluhty is the
beft quality of our miads.
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Wherever public executions and punith<
ments are frequent, the common people
have been obferved to acquire a greater de-
gree of infenfibility and - cruelty of difpofi-
fition, than in places where fuch fcenes
feldom oscur. I remember, while I was at
Geneva, where executions are very rare, A
- young man was condemned to be hanged for
murder, and there was a general gloom and
uncafinefs evident in every fociety for feveral

~days before and after the execution.
The public buildings at Bern, as the hof-
\pital, the granary, the "guard-houfe, the
arfenal, and the churches, are magnificent,
There is a very elegant building juf com-
pleted, ‘with accommodations for many pub-
Jic amufements, fuch as balls, concerts, and
theatrical: entertainments.  There are alfo
apartments for private focicties and affem.
blies. It was built by a voluntary fubferipe
tion among the nobility ; and no fecietics,
but of the patrician order, are allowed there,
* Theatrical entertainments are {cldom per~
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‘mitted at Bern; none have as yet Secn
performed at this new theatre.

The walk by the great church was for-
merly the only public walk, and much ad-
mired on account of the view frorm |t, and
the peculiarity of its fituation, being on a
Yevel with the ftreets on one fide, and forite
hundred feet of perpetidicular height above

_ them on the other. But thiere is now another
public walk, at fome diftance without the
town, which has been lately made upon a
high bank by the fide of the Aar; and is the
moft. magnificent’ I ever faw belonging to
this or any other town. From it there is a
commanding view of the river, the town
of Bern, the country about it,” and the Gla~
ciers of Switzerland. v

I have vifited the library,” where, befides
the books, there are a few antiques, and
fome other curiofitiés.. Fhe fmall figure of
the prieft pouring wine between the horns
of a bull, is valuable only becaufe it illuf-

trates 2 pafluge in Virgil, and has been
mentioned by Addifon.
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An addition was lately made to this library
by a colle&ion of Englith books magnifi-
cently bound, which were fent as a prefent
by an Englifh gentleman; who, though he
as thought proper to conceal his name, has
fufficiently difcovered his political principles
by the nature of the colle@ion, amongft
which, I ditinguithed Milton’s works,
pamcularly his profe writidgs ; Algernon
Sldney on Gorvernment, Locke, Ludlow’s
Memoirs,. Gordon’s tranflation of Tacitus,
Addifon’s works, particujarly The Free-
holder;, Marvel’s works, Steel’s,A &c.—
They were the largeft and fineft editions,
and might be about the value of 200l.—
This gentleman made a prefent of the fame
nature to the public library at Geneva, -

T happened to open the Glafgow edition
of Homer, which | faw here, on a blank
page of which was an addrefs in Latin to
the Corfican General, Paoli, figned James
Bofwell. This very elegant book had been
fent, I fuppofe, as a prefent from Mr. Bof
well to his friend thé General; and, when

~
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that unfortunate chief was obliged to aban-
don his country, fell, with other of his
effe@s, into the hands of the Swils ofcer
in the French fervice, who tade a prefest
of the Homer to this library,

The atfenal I could not have omitsed
feeing had I been fo inclined, as thé Bet-
nois value themfelves on the trophies con-
tained in it, and upon the quantitj, good
-condition, and arrangement of the arms.

Nothifig interefted me fo much as the
figures of the brave Switzers, who firft took
-arms againft tyranny, and that of William
Tell, who is reprefénted aiming at the
apple on his fon's head. 1 contemplated
- this with an emotion which was created
by the circumftance of the ftory, net by
-the workmanthip ; for, at that moment, [
thould have beheld with negle@ the moft:
exquifite ftatue that ever was formed of
Auguftus Ceefar,

Surely no characters have fo juft a clann
to the admiration and gratitude of pofterity
as thof¢ who have freed their countrymen
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from the capricious infolence of tyrants :
and whether all the incidents of Tell’s
ftory be true or fabulous, the men (who-
ever they were) who roufed and incited
theit fellow-citizens ta throw off ‘the Auf-
trian yoke, dclerve to be regarded as pa-
triots, having uudoubtedly been a&tuated
by thst principle, fa dear to every generous
heart, the fpirit of independance.

¢ Who with the gen'rous ruftics fate,

« On Uri's rock, in clofe divan,

¢ And wing’d that arrow fuse as fate;

« Which afcertain'd the facred rights of-

“ man.”

Mr, ‘Addifon obferves, that there is no
great pleafure in vifiting arfenals, merely to
fee a repetition of thefe magazines of war;
yet it is worth while, as it gives an idea of
the force of a ftate, and ferves to fix in the
mind the moft confiderable parts of its
hiftory. _

The arms taken from the Burgundians,

»
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in the various battleg which eftablifhed the
liberty of Switzerland, are difplayed here;
aHo the figure of the General of Bern, who,
“in the year 1536, conquered the Pays de
Vaud from Charles III. Duke of §avoy.—
And, if they have no trophies to thew of a
later date, I am convinced it is becaufe
they are too poor and too wife 10 aim at any
extenfion of dominion;—and becaufe all
the neighbouring powers are at length become
fenfible, that the- nature of their country,
and their. perfonal valour, have fendered
the Swifs as unconquerable, as fiom “political
confiderations they are averfe to attempt
sonquefts,

L]

.
™ t—"" —
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LETTER XXXV,

: Bern,
Tm—: g]i&'ercﬁt eantons of Switzerland,
though united together by a common bond,.
apd all ofta republican form of government,
- differ in t fema.tule of that form, as well as
in religidn

The Roman Catholic rchglon being fa-
vourable to monarchy, one would naturally
ingagine, that, when adqpted by arepublic,
it would gradually wind ap the goyernment
to the higheft pitch of ariftocracy,

The fa& neverthele(s js, that thofe can-
tons, which are in the ftrongeft degree de-
mocratical, are of the Papith perfuafion;
‘and the moft perfect ariftocracy of them
all is eftablithed in this proteftant canton of,
Bern, whnch is alfo mdeed the moft pow-
erful. In extegpof country, and npmbcr of
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inbabitants, it is reckoned nearly equal to all
the others taken together.

The nobility of Bern are accufed of an
extraordinary degree of pride and ftatelinefs.
They affe& to keep the citizens at-a great
diftance ; and it is with difficulty that their
wives and daoghters will condefcend to
mix with the mercantile families at balls,

-effemblies, and fuch public occafions, where'

numbers feem effential to the nature of the
entertainment ; by which means a nobility
ball lofes in cheerfulnefs what it retains in
dignity, and is often as Iam told, as devoid of
amufement as it is folemn,

- The whole power of the government,
and all the honourable offices of the ftate,

are in the hands of the nobility., As it is

not permitted them to trade, they would

. maturally fall into poverty without this
refource: but by the number of places

which the nobles enjoy, and to which very

confiderable penfions areannexed, the pooreft

of them are enabled to fuppo.r‘t their families

with dignity, .

& y The

—T
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The bailliages, into which the whole
canton and the conquered territories are
divided, form lucrative and honourable
eflablithments for the principal families of
Bern. The bailiff is governor and judge in
his own diftrict, and there is a magnificent
chateau in each for his accommodation. An
appeal may be made from all Jubordinate
courts to him ; as alfo from his decifion, to
the council at Bern.

The nebility of Bern, though born to be
judges, are not always inftruQed in law,
It has therefore been’ thought requifite, to
appointa certain number of perfons, as their
affeflors, who have been bred to the pro-
feffion. But in cafe the judge fhould differ
from thofe affeffors, and retain his own
opinion in {pite of their remoaftrances, as
nobility has the precedency of law, the de-
cifion muft be given according to the will
of the judge.

This office remains in the hands of the
fame perfon for the term of fix years only
I have been informed, that in fome of thefe

VOL, I. N
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bailliages, the governor may live with pro- -

per magnificence, and lay vp, during the
period of his office, two or three thoufand
pounds, without extration, or unbecoming
parfimony. There is no law againft his
being afterwards named to another bailliage.

The executive power of the government,
with all theducrative and honourable offices,
being thus in the hands of the nobility, it
may be imagined, that the middle and
lower ranks of people are poor and oppreffed.

This, however, is by no means the cafe ; for "

the citizens, I mean the merchants and
tradefpeople, feem, in general, to enjoy
all the comforts and conveniencies of life.
And the peafantry is uncommonly wealthy
‘throughout the whole canton of Bern.

" The Swifs have no obje&tion "to their .

nobles being their judges, and to the prin-
cipal offices of government remaining in
their hands. They look upon the nobility
as their natural fuoperiors, and think, that
they and ‘their families ought to be fup-
ported with a certain degree of fplendor :—

.
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-But the power of dire&t taxation is a diffe-
rent queftion, and muft bef managed with
all poffible Caution and delicacy. It is a
common caufe, and the condu& of the
nobles in this particular is watched with
very jealous eyes. They are fufficiently
aware of this, and ufe their power with
moderation, But left the nobles thould at
any time forget, a very good hint - is given
in a German infcription in the arfenal, im-
plying, That the infolence and rapacity of

* high rank had brought about the liberty of
Switzerland.

A people who have always arms in their
hands, and form the only military force of
the country, are in no danger of being op-
prefled and irritated with taxes.

It has been confidered by fome as a per-.

. nicious policy in the Swifs, to allow fo
many of their inhabitants to ferve as mer- -
cenaries in the different armies of Europe.
There are others, who confider this meafure
as expedient, or lefs perniciousin the Swifs
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cantons, than it would be in any other
COuntry., ’

They who fupport this-opinien affert, that
every part of Switzerland, which is capable
of cultivation, is already improved to the
higheft degree ; that, after retaining a fuffi-
cient number of hands te keep it always in
this condition, and for the fuppors of every
manu'faétory, ftill there remains a farplus of
inhabitants, which forms the troops that are
allowed to go /into foreign fervices. ‘They
add, that thefe troops only engage for a li-
mited number of years, after the expiration
of which, many of them return with money
to their native country; and all of them,
by ftipulation, may be recalled by the ftate

,on any emergency. —— By this means,
they retain a numerous and well-difciplined:
army on foot; which, fo far fram being
a burden, in reality enriches the ftate:—
an advantage which no other people ever

/ poflefled.

~ Thereis ftill another motive for this meas

fure, which, though it be not openly avowed,

- -

*
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yet I fufpect bas confiderable weight: the

_council are perhaps afraid, that if the young
nobility were kept at home, where they could
have but few objeéts to occupy them, they
might cabal and {pread diffentions in the ftate
or perhaps, through idlenefs .and ambition,
excite dangerous infurreCtions among the
peafants.  For, although the laws are fevere
again{t ftate crimes, and eafily put in exe-
cution againft ordinary offenders, it might be
difficult and dangerous to punith a popular
young naebleman.

It may on thefe accounts be thought
highly prudent, to allow a large proportion-
of them to exhauft, in fome foreign fervice,
the fiery and reftlefs years of youth, which
at home might have been fpent in fation
and dangerous intrigues.  Very probably the

. ftates would incline to permit the officers to
‘go, while they retained the private man at
home'; but are under a neceffity of allowing
the latter alfo, becaufe without them the of-
ficers could not be raifed to thofe diftinguithed
fituations in foreign fervices which are their
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greateft’ inducements to leave their own
country. )

After having ferved a certain time, almoft
all of them return to Switzerland. Some,
becaufe they are tired of diffipation ; others
to inherit a paternal eftate; and many with
penfions from the Princes they have ferved.
— The heat of youth is then moft probably
over.—They begin ¥-afpire to thofe offices
in their own country to which their birth
gives them a claim, and which they now
prefer ta the luftre of military rank, They
with to fupport thofe laws, and that go-
vernment, which they find fo partial to their
families ; or their defire to pafs the remainder
of life in eafe and retirement on their pater-
nal eftates. :

It is remarkable, that the Swifs officers,
who return from foreign fervices, particu-
larly that of France, inftead of importing
French manners to their native mountains,
and infe€ing their countrymen with the
luxuries and fopperies of that nation, throw
off all foreign airs with their uniform, and
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immediately refume the plain and frugal
ftyle of life which prevalls in their own

coumry.

LETTER XXXVIL

4 ’ Busi.

HAvmc, on a former oceafion, made a

. more extenfive tour through Switzerland, we
determined not to deviate from the direét
road to Strafbourg, In purfuance of this
refolution, Harvey and [, when we left Bern,
paffed by Soleurre, the capital of the canton
of the fame name.

Soleurre is an agreeable httle town {itu-
ated on the river Aar, The houfes are
neatly built, and not inelegant ; the meaneft
of them have a cleanly appearance. The
common.people feem to be in eafier crrcum~
ftances, and have a -greater air of content,
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than in any Roman Catholic country I have
ever vifited. The inn where we lodged has
the comfortable look of an Englifh one.
The French ambaffador to the cantons has
his refidence in this town. One of the
" churches of Soleurre is the moft magnificent
of modern buildings in Switzerland. '
~ Thearfenal is flored with arms, in pro-
portion to the number of inhabitants in the
canton; and there are trophies, and other
monuments 6f the valoul of their anceftors,
agin the arfenal of Bern. In the middle of
the hall there are thirteen figures ofumen in
complete armour, reprefcntmg the thirteen
Swifs cantons.

The country between Soleurre and Bafil,
though very hilly, is beautiful, perhaps the
more {o on that account ; becatfe of the va-
riety of furface and different views it prefents.
"Harvey and I had more leifure to admire
thofe fice landfcapes than we withed, for the
axle-tree of the chaife broke at fome miles
diftant from Bafil.

It was the gay feafon of the vintage.~
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‘The country was crowded with peafantry
of both fcxes and ‘every age, all employed
.in gathering and carrying home the grapes.
Qur walk for thefe few miles was agreeable
and amufing. In all countries this-is the
. feafon of joy and feftivity, and approaches
neareft the exaggerated defcription which
the ancient poets have given of rural hap-
pinefs. Perhaps there is in reality not fo
'much exaggeration in their defcription, as
alteration in our manners.— For if the pea-
fants were allowed to enjoy the fruits of
their own labour, would not their lives be
more delightful than “thofe of any other
people *—In fpite of poverty and oppreflion,
a happy enthufia{m, a charﬁling madnefs,
and perfe@ oblivion of care, are d:ffufed
all over France during the vintage.—Every
village is enlivened with mufic, dancing, and
glee; — and were it agt for their tattered
-clothes and emaciited countenances, one
who viewed them in the vintage feafon,
would imagine the country people of France
in 4 fituation as enviable as that. which, ac-

N*



248 VIEW OF SOCIETY AND

cording to the poets, . was formerly enjoyed
by the Shepherds of Arcadia. — The pea-
fantry of this country have not fo great a
fenfibility or expreffion of joy ; and though
blefled with health, freedom; and abun-
dance, a compofed fatisfalion, a kind of _
phlegmatic good-humour, mark the boun-
daries of their happinefs.

When we arrived at Bafil, we went di-
setly to the Three Kings. This inn, in
point of fituation, is the moft agreeable yoa
can well imagine. The Rhone wathes its
walls, and the windows of a large dining-
room look acrofs that noble river to the .
fertile plains on the oppofite fide.

I am juft returned from that fame dining-
room, where Harvey and I thought proper
to fup.—There were ten or a dozen people
at table. I fat next to a genteel-looking
man from Strafbourg, with whom 1 con-
verfed a good deal during fupper. He had
for his companion a round faced, rofy, plamp
:gentleman, from Amfterdam, who did not
{peak French; bat the Strafburger addreffcd
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him from time to time in Low Dutch,
to which the other replied by nods,
When the retreat of the greater part of
the company had contra&ed the little circle
which remained, I exprefled fome regret to
my Strafbourg acquaintance, that Mr. Har-
vey and I could not fpeak a little Dutch ; or

. that his friend could not {peak French, that

we might enjoy the pleafure of his conver-
fation. This was immediately tranflated
to the Dutchman, who heard it with great
compofure, and then took his pipe from
his mouth, and made an anfwer, which 1
got our interpreter, with fome difficulty,
to explain, Jt was to this effe@® :—~That we
-ought to confole ourfelves for the accident
of our not underftanding each other; for as
ave bad no conneftion, or dealings in trade
together, our converfing could not poffibly
anfwer any ufeful purpofe. Harvey made
a low bow to this compliment, faying, that

‘ she juftne(s -and good fenfe of that remark

'had certainly efcaped my ebfervation, .as-he

» -acknowlcdged it had hitherto donc his,
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A man that travels, you fee, my friend,
and takes care to get into good company,
is always learning fomething, — Had [ not
vifited the Three Kings at Bafil, I might
have converfed all my lifetime vnthou!
knowmg the true ufe of language.

. ——

" LETTER XXXVIL

; Basil.
Tm-:xz has been an interval of three

days fince I had the converfation with my

ingenious acquaintance from Amfterdam.

We are affured that the chaife, which has -
been accommodated with a new axle-tree,

will be ready this-afternoon. In the interim,

I fhall write you, a few rcmalks on tliis

town.

Bafil is largcr than any town in Swite
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werland, but not fo populous for its fize as
Geneva, The inhabitants feem to be un-
commonly afraid of thieves, moft of the
windows being guarded by iron bars or
grates, like thofe of convents or prifons,

I obferved at the lower end of many
windows a kind of wooden box, proje&~
ing towards the ftreet, with a round glafs,
of about half a foot diameter, in the mid-
dle. - T was told this was for the conveni
ency of people within ; who, without bemg
feen, choofe to fit at the windows, and
amufe themfelves by looking at the paf-
fengers ; — that they were moftly occupied
by the ladies, who are taught to think it
indecent to appear at the windows.

The inhabitants of Bafil feem to be of
a referved and faturnine difpofition; whe~
ther it is natural or affe@ed I cannot tell,
but the few I converfed with, had fome-
thing uncommonly ferious and formal in
their manner. How an unremitting gra-
vity and folemnity of manner,  in the com~
mon affairs of life, cames to be confidered
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as an indication of wifdom, or of extraor-
dinary parts,"is what I never could under-
ftand. — So many ridiculous things eccur
every day in this world, that men, who
are endowed with that degree of fenfibility
which ufually accompanies genius, find it
' wery difficalt to maintain a continued gra«
wity. This difficalty is abundantly felt
even in the grave and learned profeffions of
- law, phyfic, and divinity ; and the indi-
" viduals who have been moft fuccefsful in
furmounting it, and who never deviate
from the folemnity of eftablithed forms,
have not been always the moft diftinguithed
for real knowledge or genius ; though they
generally are moft admired by the multi-
tude, who are very apt to miftake that
gravity for wifdom, which proceeds from
a literal weight of brain, and muddinefs
of underftanding. Miftakes of the fame
kind are frequently made in forming a
judgment of books as well as men. .Thofe
‘which profefs a formal defign -to inftru&
and reform, and carry on the work me-
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thodically till the reader is lulled into re-
pofe, have pafled for deep and ufeful per-
formances ; while others, Treplete with-
original obfervation and real inftruion,
have been treated as frivolous, becaufe
they are written in” a familiar ftyle, and
the precepts conveyed in a fprightly and
indire& manner,

Works which are compofed with lhe la-
borious defire of being thought profound,
have fo very often the misfortane to be
-dull, that fome people have confidered the
two terms as fynonimous; and the men
who receive it as a rule, that one fet of -
books are profound becaufe they are dull,
may naturally conclude that others are .
fuperficial becaufe they are entemaining.
With refpe& ‘to books, however,” matters
are foon fet to rights; thofe of puffed and
falfe pretenfions die negleCted, while thofe
of real merit live and flourith. But with
regard to the men, the cataftrophe isoftes
different; we daily fee formal affuming
blackheads flourith and.enjoy the fruits of
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their pompous impofitions, while many men
of tilents who difdain fuch arts, live in
~ obfcurity, and die neglecled. I afk
you pardon, 1 have juft recolleGted that I
* was giving you fome account of Bafil.

The library here is much efteemed.—
It is reckoned particularly rich in manu-
feripts.  They thowed us one ‘of a Greek
New Teftament, with which you may be-
lieve Harvey and 1 were greatly edified.
We are told it is above a thoufand years
old. .

At the arfenal is thown the armour in
which Charles Duke of Burgundy was
- killed, That unfortunate prince has orna-
"mented all the arfenals in *Switzerland with
trophies.

- We vifited the hall where the famous
Council fat fo many years. and voted fo
intrepidly againft the Pope. Not fati-fied
with condemning his condu&, they ac-
tually damned him in effigy. A famous
painting, in the town-houfe, is {uppofed to
have been executed under their aufpices.

-

P .
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In this piece the Devil is reprefented driving
the Pope and feveral ecclefiaftics before him
to hell. — Why they fhould fuppofe the
Devil thould be fo very ative againft his
yHolinefs, I know no reafon.

Here are many piQures of Hans Holben’s
{who was a native of Bafil, and the favourite
painter of Henry VIIL to whom he was
firt recommended by Erafmus) ; particus
larly, feveral portraits of Erafmus, and one
fketch of Sir Thomas More's faxﬁily.
Though portraits are in general the moft
infipid of all kinds of paintings, yet thofe of
fuch celcbrated perfons, done by fuch a
painter, are certainly very interefting pieces.

The moft admired of all Holben’s works,

. is a fuit of fmall pieces in different com-
partments, reprefenting the paffion and
fufferings of our Saviour, In thefe, be
colours remain with wonderful vivacity.

‘We were alfo condufed to the difmal
gallery, upon whofe walls, what is called :
Holben’s Death’s Dance is reprefented.

. The colours baving been long expofed to
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.the air, are now quite faded, which I can
fcarce think is much to be regretted, for the
plan of the piece is fo wretched, that the

- fineft execution could hardly prevent it from

giving difguft, © - .

A fkeleton, which reprefents Death, leads
off, in a dancing attitude, people of both
fexes, of all ages, and of every condition,
from the emperor to the beggar. All of
them difplay the greateft unwillingnefs to
accompany their hideous partner, whe, re-
gardlefs of tears, expoftulations, and bribes,
draws them along. .

You will take notice, that there is 2
Death for each charaéter, which occafions
a naufeous repetition of the fame figure;
and the relu@ance marked by the different
people who are forced to this hated minuct,

is in fome accompanied with grimaces fo
~ very ridiculous, that one cannot refrain
from f{miling; which furely is not the
effect the painter intended to produce,=If
he did, ot. all the contrivances that -ever
were thought of to put people in good
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Kumour, his muft be allowed the moft ex-
traordinary.

To this piece, -fuch as it is, Prior alludes
in his ode to the memory of Colonel
Villers :

Nor aw’d by forefight, nor mifled by chance,

Imperious Death dire@s his ebon lance,

Peoples great Henry’s tomb, and leads up
Holben’s dance,

In this city all the clocks are an hour ad-
vanced, When it is but one o'clock in
all the towns and villages around, it is
exaltly two at Bafil. This fingularity is
of three or four hundred years ftanding ;
and what is as fingular as the cuftom itfelf,
the origin of it is not known. This is
plain, by their giving quite different ac-
~ counts of it.

The moft popular flory is, that, about
" four hundred years ago, the city was
threatened with an affault by furprife,
The enemy was to begin the. attack when
the large clock of the tower at one end
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of the bridge fhould ftrike one after mida
night. The artift who had the care of the
clock, being informed that this was the ex=+
pe&ted fignal, caufed the clock to be altered,
and it ftruck two inftead of one ; fo the
enemy thinking they were an hour too late,
gave up the attempt; and in commemo-
ration of this deliverance ; all the clocks in
Bafil have ever fince ftruck two at one
o’clock, and fo on. .

In cafe this account of the matter fhould
not be fatisfa®ory, they fhow, by way of
confirmation, a head, which is placed near
to this patriotic clock, with the face turned

to the. road by which the enemy was to
have entered. This fame head lolls out
its tongue every minute, in the moft infult-
ing mananer poffible. This was originally
a piece of .mechanical wit of the famous
clockmaker’s who faved the town. He
framed it in derifion of the enemy, whom
he had fo dexteroufly deceived. It has
~ been ‘repaired, renewed, and enabled ta
thruft out its tongue every minute, for thefe
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four ‘hundred years, by the care of the ma-
giftrates, who think fo excellent a joke can-
pot be too often repeated,

-LETTER XXXIX.

Strasbourg.

N OTHING can form a finer contraft with
the mountains of Switzefland, than the
plains of Alface. From Bafil to Strafbourg
is a continued, well cultivated plain, as flat
almoft as a bowling-green. We faw great
quantities of tobacco hanging at the pea-
fants’ doors, as we came along, this herb
being plentifully cultivated in thefe fields.
We have paffed fome days very agrecably
* in this town. One can fcarcely be at a lofs‘
for good cempany and amufement in a
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place where there is a numerous French
garrifon, Marechal Contades refides here
af prefent, as commander of the troops, and
governor of the province, He lives in a
magnificent manner, The Englith who
happen to pafs this way, as well as the of-
ficers of the garrifon, have great reafon to
praife his hofpitality and politenefs,

After dining at his houfe with feveral
Englith gentlemen, he- invitéd the com-
pany to his box at the playhoufe. Vol-
taire’s Enfant Prodigue was ated ; and for
the Petite Piece, le Frangois 2 Londres.
Our nation is a little bantered, as you
know, in the laft. The eyes of the fpec-
tators were frequently turned towards the
Marechal’s box, to obferve how we bore
the raillery. We clapped heartily, and
fhewed the moft perfe@ good-humour.
There was indeed no reafon to do other-
wife. The fatire is genteel, and not too
fevere ; and reparation is made for the li-
berties taken ; for in the fame piece, all
manner of juftice is done to the real good

P —
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qualities belonging to the Englith national
charadter. - . :

.- An old French officer who was in the
next box to us, feemed uneafy, and hurt
at the peals of laughter which burft from
the audience at fome particular paffages :
he touched my fhoulder, and aflured me
that no nation was more refpeted in France
than the Englith ;—adding, ¢ Hanc veniam
damus, petimufque viciffim,’

It were to be wifhed that French cha- -
ralers when brought on the Englith flage,
had been always treated with as Little fe-
verity, and with equal juftice ; and not fo
often facrificed to the illiberal and abfurd
prejudices of the vulgar.

" Thave feen the greater number of the
regixﬁents perform their exercife feparately,
and there has been one general field day
fince I came hither. The French troops are
infinitely better cloathed, and in all refpets
better appointed than they were during the
- Jaft war. For this reformation ] am told
they. are obliged to the Duc de Choifeul,

/
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who, though now in difgrace, ftill retains
many friends in the army.

There are, befides the French, two Ger-

* man regiments in_this garrifon. Thefe ad-
mit of the dHcipline of the cane upon every
“flight occafion, which is never permitted
among the French troops. Notwithftanding
their being fo plentifully provided with
thofe fevere flappers to roufe their-attention,
I could not perceive that the German regi-
ments went through their exercife with
more precifion or alertnefs than the French;
and any difference would, in my opinion,

_be dearly purchafed at the price of treating
one foldier like a fpaniel.

Perhaps what improves the hardy and
phlegmatic German, would have a conﬁary
effe@t on the more delicate and lively French-
man ; as the fame feverity which is requifite
to traina pointef, would rendera greyhound
good for nothing. ~
" After all, I queftion very inuch, whether
this fbecking cuftom is abfolutely neceffary
in the armies of any nation ; for, let our

‘ Martinets
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Martinets fay what they pleafe, there is
furely 'fome difference between men and -
dogs. . - .

With refpet to the French, I am con.
“vinced that great feverity would break their
fpirit, and impair that fire and impetuofity
in attack, for which they have been dif-
tinguifhed, and which makes French troops
more formidable than any sther quality
they poflefs.

I muft own I was highly pleafed with the
eafy, familiar air, and appearance of good
will, with which the French oﬁcers. in ge-
peral fpeak to the common foldiers.—This,
I am told, does not diminith the refpet and
obedience which foldiers owe to their fupe-
riors, or that degree of {ubordination which
military difcipline exa&@ls. On the . con-
trary, it is afferted, that to thefe properties,
which the French poffefs in common with
other foldiers, they join a Kind of grateful
attachment and affe&tion, -

In fome fervices, the behaviour of the -
officers to the private foldiers is fo morofe,

VOoL. L. : - [}
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fevere, and unrelenting, that a man might
be led to believe that one of their principal
enjoyments was to render the lives of the
commen men as miferable as poflible,

If a certain degree of gentlenefs does no
‘harm in the greatarticles of obedience and
fubordination, it is furely worth while to
pay fome attention to the feelings of fo large
" a proportion ®f mankind, as are by tnodern’

policy neceffitated to follow a military life.
"To put their happinefs entirely out of the
queftion, in the government of the armies
of which they formvinfinitely the major part,
is rather hard treatment of creatures who
are of the fame fpecies, employed in the
fame caufe, and expofed to the fame dangers
with their officers,

‘When I began this, T intended to have
told you a few things about Strafbourg, in-
fiead of which I have been led out of my
way by French and German foldiers.—
Digreffing is a_trick to which I am very
fubjet, and ruther than not be indulged in

~




MANNEAS IF FmANCE. Si§

it, I would throw away my pen altogether.
The Dake of Hamilton atrived here ex.
altly at the time he propofed.

e
LETTER XL.

Strashowng,

THE cathedral of Strafhourg is a very
fine building, and never fails to attra& the
" attention of ftrangers.

Our Gothic anceftors, like the Grecks and
Romans, built for pofterity. Theirideas in
archite@ure, though different from thofe of
the Grecian artifts, were vaft, fublime, and
generous, far fuperior to the felfith fnugnefs
of modern tafte, which is generally confined
to one or two generations ; the plans of our
anceftors with a more extenfive benevolence
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embrace diftant ages. Many Gothic buildings
ftill habitable evince this, and ought to
infpire fentiments of gratitude to thofe’ who
have not grudged fuch labour and expence
for the accommodation of their remote pof-
terity. ) . »

The number and magnitude of Gothic
churches, in the different countries of Eu-~
rope, form a prefumption, that the clergy
were. not devoid of public fpirit in thofe
days; for if the powerful ecclefiaftics had
" then been entirely atuated by motives of
felf-intereft, they would have turned the
exceffive influence which they had acquired
over the minds of their fellow-citizens, to
purpofes more immediately advantageous to
themfelves ; inflead of encouraging them to
raife magnificent churches for the ufe of the
public, they might have preached it up as
ftill more meritorious to build fine houfes
and palaces for the immediate fervants and
ambaffaders of God—But we find very few
ecclefiaftical palaces, in comparifon with
the number of churches which flill remain
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for the public conveniency. This fufficiently
fhews the injuftice of thofe indifcriminating
fatirifts, who affert that the clergy, in all
ages and countries, have difplayed a fpirit
equally proud and interefted, ’
No fpecies of architeCture is better con-
trived for the dwelling of beavenly pemfrve
contemplation, than the Gothic; it has a
powerful tendency to fill the mind with
fublime, folemn, and religious {fentiments;;
the antiquity of the Gothic churches con- -
tributes to increafe that veneration which
their form and fize infpire,. We naturally
feel a refpe® for a fabric into which we
know that our forefathers have entered with

_reverence, and which has ftood the affaults

of many centuries, and of a thoufand ftorms.
That religious melancholy which ufually .

. poffefles the mind in large Gothic churches,

is however confiderably counteracted by
certain fatirical bas reliefs, with which the

‘pillars and cornices of this church of

Strafbourg were originally ornamented.—

The vices of monks are here expofed under
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theallegorical figure of hogs, affes, monkeys,
and foxes, which being dreffed in monkifh
habits, perform the moft venerable fun@ions
of religion, And for the edification of thofe
who do not comprehend allegory, a monk,
in the robes of his order, is engraved on
the pulpit in a moft indecent pofture, with
a nun lying by him.

* Upon the whole, the cathedral of Straf-
bourg is confidered by fome people as the
moft impious, and by others as the merrieft
Gothic church in Chriftendom. 1 leave
you to folve the problem as you pleafe.—
As for me, 1 am a very unconcerned
paffenger.

I fay nothing of the great clock and its
various movements. Though it was an
object of admiration when firft conftruéled,

‘it is beheld with mdxfference by miodern
artifts.

T had the curiofity to afcend the fteeple
of this cathedral, which is reckoned one of
the higheft in Europe, its height being 574
feet. You may eafily fornr an idea of the
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view from it, when I tell you it compre-
hends the town of Strafbourg, the extenfive
plains -of Alface, with the Rhine flowing
through them. Such views are not un-
common: they are alwdys agreeable, but
do not aftonith and elevate the mind, like
the wild, irregular, and fublime fcenes in °
Switzerland.

One forenoon as.T was fauntering through
the ftreets with fome of our countrymen,
we were informed that the mufic of fome
of the regiments had been ordered to a
particular church, where the Count de ——,
fon of Lewis the XVith by Madame de
Pompadour, was expe@ed to be at mafs.—
‘We all immediately went for the fake of the
military mafic, and found a very numerous
and genteel company attending. After
having waited a confiderable time, it ftruck
twelve, upon which the whole company-
retired without hearing the mufic or mafs.
—After mid-day the ceremony could not
have been performed, although the Count
had come. Something very important muft
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have intervened to prevent a Frenchman,
and one of his charaler for politenefs, from
attending on fuch an occafion. There was
however a murmur of difapprobation for
this want of attention, and the prieft was
not applanded, who bad hazarded the fouls
of 2 whole churchful of people, out of com-
plaifance to one man ; for thofe who imagine
that a mafs can fave fouls, muft admit that
the want of it may be the caufe of damnation.
Mr. Harvey whifpered me, ¢ In England
¢ they would hot have had half the com~
¢¢ plaifance for the king himfelf, accom~
¢ panied by all his legitimate children, that
“ thefe people have fhewn to thls fon of
“a w—e,’

To indemnify myfelf for-thls difappoint-
ment, I went the fame afternoon with a
French officer to hear a celebrated preacher.
The fubje&t of his difcouife was the mife-
rable fituation of men who are under the do~
minon of their paffions.— Do you wifh for
a fample of his difcourfe ?— Herelit is :——
** A flave in the galleys (cried the preacher)
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is happier, and more free, than a man un- .
der the. tyranny of his paffions; for though
the body of the flave is in chains, his mind
may be free. — Whereas the wretch who is
under the government of his paffions, has his
mind, his very foul in chains.—1Is his paffion
luft ?—He will facrifice a faithful fervant to
gratify it ;—David did fo.—Is it avarice .
he will betray his mafter ;—Judas did fo.
—Is he attached to a miftrefs ’—he will
murder a_faint to pleale her ? — Herod
did fo. ”

As we returned from the church, the
French officer, who had been for fome time
in a reverie, faid, Ma foi, cet homme parle
,avec beaucoup d’on&tion ; je vais profiter de -
fon fermon.—Ou eft-ce que vous allez?
faid L—Je m’en vais chez Nanette, replied
he, pour me débarafler de ma paffion do-
minante.

Among the curiofities of the cathedral, ¥
ought to have mentioned two large bells,
which they fhow to ftrangers. One is of

brafs, and weighs ten tons; the other of
*
°
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filver, which they fay weighs above two.—-
They alfo thow a large French horn, whofe
hiftory is as follows :~— About four hundred
years ago, the Jews formed a confpiracy to
betray the city, and with this identical horns

@ they intended to give the enemy notice when

.to begin the attack.

Is it not -amazing that fuch a number of
ftrange flories have been circulated concern-
ing thefe fame Jews !

The plot, however, was difcovered ; many
of the Jews were burnt alive, the reft were
plundered of their money and effe&s, and
banifhed the town. And this horn is
founded twice 'every night from the battle-
ments of the fteeple, in gratitude for the de-
liverance.

“The Jews, as you would expect, deny
every circumftance of this ftory, except the
murdering and pillaging their countrymen.
They fay the whole ftory was fabricated to

-furnifh a pretext for thefe robberies apd
‘murders, and affert that the fteeple of Straf<
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bourg, as has been faid of the monument of
_ London,

¢ Likea tall bully lifts the head and lies.”

LETTER XLL

Manheim,

_A_LL the advantages I might propofe from
the Duke of Hamilton's company, did not
prevent my regret at parting from my friend
Harvey, who fet out for Lyons the fame
morning on which'we left Strafbourg,
Upon croffing the Rhine we entered into
the territories of the Margrave of Baden Dur-
-lach, which lie along the banks of that river
immediately oppofite to‘Alface'.
At Raftadt we were informed that the
Margrave and his family were at Karlferuch,
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Raftadt is the capital of this prince’s domi=
nions.—The town is but fmall, and not vety
populous:—The Margrave’s palace, how-
ever, is fufficiently large.—We made only a
fhort flay to examine it, being impatient to
get on to Karlfcruch. :
‘B There is another very nmgnificent palace
@ at Karifcruch, build in good tafte. It was
begun many years ago, and has been lately
finifhed by the reigning prince.. .

The town “of Karlfcruch is built en a re-
gular plan, It confifts of one principal fireet
of above an ' Englifh mile in length. This
fireet is at a confiderable diftance in. front of
‘the palace, and in a parallel- dire&ion with

" it. All the other fireets go. off at different

~ angles from the principal one, in fuch a
manner as that whichfoever of them you
enter, walking from it, the view is germi-
pated by the front of the palace. The length
of thefe fmaller ftreets is afcertained, none
of them being allowed to encroach on the
fpacious. area, which is kept clear before the:
palage.
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The principal ftreet ‘may be extended to
any length, and as many additional ftreets
as they pleafe may be built from it, all of
which, according to this plan, will have the
palace for a termination.

_The houfes of this town are all as unlform
as the ftreets, being of an equal fize and
height; fo that one would be led to imagine
that none of the inhabitants are in any con-
fiderable degree richer or poorer than their
neighbours. There are indeed a few new
houfes, more elegant’tha-n the others, be-
longing to fome of the officers of the court,
built at one fide of the palace: but they are
not, properly fpeaking, in the town.

Having announced in the ufual form, that
we wifhed to have the honour of paying our
court to the Margrave, an officer waited on
- the Duke of Hamilton, and canduted us te
the palace.

There were at dinner the reigning Prince
and Princefs ; —three of their fons, the eldeft
of whom is married to a Princefs of Heffe
-Darmftadt,—She, with one of her fifters,
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was prefent, alfo the Princefs Dowager of
Bareith, daughter to the Duke of Branf-
wick ; two general officers in the imperial
fervice, and other ladies and gentlemens
making in all a company of above thirty
at table, '

The entertainment was fplendid.—The
Margrave behaved with the politeft attention
to the Duke of Hamilton, and with affabi-
lity to every body.

The Princefs of Bareith is of a gay, lively,

agreeable 'chqra&er. After dinner the Duke
took a view of the different apartments of
the palace, and afterwards walked with the
Margrave in the gardens till the evening.
" The fame company were at fupper; a
band of mufic played during the repaft, and
the day went off in a more eafy, agreeable
manner than I could have‘expe&ed, cone
“fidering the number of Princes and Prine
cefles. .

The Margrave of Baden Durlach is be-
tween forty and fifty years of age. Hecis a

" gnan of learning, good fenfe, and benevolent
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difpofition. I had heard much, long before
I faw him, of his humanity and attention to
the well-being of his fubje&s. This made
me view him with a cordial regard, which
his rank alone could not have commanded,

He fpeaks the Englith language with con-
fiderable facility, and is well :;cquainted with
our beft aithors. Solicitous that his fon
fhould enjoy the fame advantages, he has en-
gaged Mr. Cramer, a young gentleman from
Scotland, of an excellent chara&er, who has
been for feveral years at this court, as tutor
and companion .to the young Prince.

- The German Princes are minute obfervers
of form.. The fame eftablithment for their
houfehold, the fame officers in the palace, are
to be found here, as in the court of the moft
powerful monarch in Europe,— The dif- -
ference lies more in the falaries than in the
talents requifite for thefe places ;. one Pay-
mafter for the forces has greater emoluments
in England, than a Grand Marechal, a Grand
Chamberlain, two Secretaries of State, and
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half a dozen more of the chief officers of a
German court, all taken together.

The Margrave of Baden has body guards
who do duty in the palace, foot guards who
parade before it ; alfo horfe guardsand huf-
fars, all of whom are perfeétly well equipped,
and exactly difciplined ; — a piece of magni-
ficence which feems to be adopted by this
Prince, merely in conformity with the
<uftom long eftablithed in this country.

~ He Kkeeps on foot no other troops befides
the few which are neceffary for this duty
at the palace, though his revenue is niore.
confiderable, and his finances are in much
better order, than fome Princes in Germany
who have little ftanding armies in conftant
pay. He has too juft an underftanding not
to perceive that the greateft army he could
poffibly maintain, could be no defence to his
dominions, fituated as they are between the
powerful ftates of France and Auflria; and
probably his principles and difpofition
prevent him from thinking of filling his
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coffers by hiring his fubjeéts to foreign
powers.

If he were fo inclined, there is no man-
ner of doubt that he might fell the perfons
-ot his fubje@s as foldiers, or employ them
in any other way he fhould think proper;
.for he, as well as the other fovereign Princes
in Germany, has an unlimited power over
his people. If you’afk the queftion, in
dire& terms, of a German, he will anfwer
in the negative, and will talk of certain
nights which the fubjefts enjoy, and that
they can appeal to the great council or
general diet .of the empire for relief, But
after all his ingenuity and diftinétions, you
find that the barriers which prote&t the
peafant from the power of the prince, are
_fo very weak, that they are hardly worth
. keeping up, and that the only fecurity the
peafant_has for his perfon or property, muft
proceed from the moderation, good fenfe,
and juftice of his fovereign.

Happy would it be for mankind if this .
unlimited power were always placed in as
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equitable hands as thofe of the Margrave of
Baden, who employs it entirely for the good
of his fubjets, by whom he is adored !
This Pringe endeavours, by every means
he can devife, to introduce induftry and ma-
nufaures among his people. — There is a
confideraple number of Englifh tradefmen
here, who make Birmingham work, and
inftru& the inhabitants in that bufinefs. He
has alfo engaged ‘many watch-makers frotm
Geneva to fettle here, by granting them en~
covragements and privileges of every kind,
and allows no opportunity to flip unim-
proved, by which he can promote the comfort
and happinefs of hisepeople : a prince of
fuch achara@er is certainly a public blefling,
and the people are fortunate who are bormn
under his government : but far more fortu-
nate they who are born under a gavernment
which can protect them, independent of the
_virtues, and in fpite of the vices, of their
fovereign.
When we left Karlferuch, the Margrave
"gave orders that we m:ght be allowed to

e
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pafs by a road lately finifhed, through a
noble foreft, feveral- leagues in length,
After having traverfed this, we fell in with
the common pefting road, entered the bithop
.of Spires's territories, paffed by the town of
that name, proceeded to the Eleorate of
Palatine, and arrived the fame pight at
Manheim. ' . .

All the. countries I have mentioned form
one rich fertile plain; there are few or no
gentlemen’s houfes to vary the fcene ; no-
thing but the palace of the prince and the
cottages of the peafants, the gentry living
in dependance at court, and the merchants
and manufadturers in-the towns. -
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LETTER XLIL

Manheim.

Tms is generally reckoned one of the
moft beautiful cities in Germany. The
" ftreets are all as ftraight as arrows, .being
what they call tirées au cordean, and in-
terfe®t each other at right angles. This
never fals to pleafe at firft, but becomes
fooner tirefome than a town built with lefs
regularity. When a man has walked
through: t The town for half a forenoon, his
eyes fearch in vain for variety : the fame
objeéts feem to move along with him, as if
he had been all the while a fhip-board.
They calcalate the number of inhabitants
at 24,000, including the garrifon, which
confifts of 5ooo men. This town has three
noble gates, adorned with baffo relievos very
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beautifully executed.- The Duke and I
walked round the ramparts with eafe in the

fpace of an hour. The fortifications aré

well-contrived and in good order, and the
 town acquires great additional ftrength from °
being almoft entirely furrounded by the
Neckar and the Rhine, and fituated in a

flat, not commanded by any rifing ground.
Yet perhaps it would be better that this
city were quite open, and without any for-
tification. An attempt to defend it might ~
prove the deftruction of the citizens’ houfes,
and the eleCoral palace. A palace is inju-
dicioufly fituated when built within a for-
tified town, becaufe a threat from the enemy

1o bombard it, might mduce the garrifon to
furrender.

-

The eleGoral palaceiis a moft magnificent
firuCture, fituated at the jun&tion of the
Rhine and the Neckar.—The cabinet of na-
tural curiofities, and the colle€tion of pic-
tures, are much vaunted. To examinethem
was amufing enough :—to defcribe them

would, I fear, be a little tedious. N
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The Ele@or himfelf is a man of tafte |

~ and magnificence, circumftances in his

chara&er, which probably afford more plea-
fare to himfelf, amd the firangers who pafs
this way, than to his own {ubjeGs.

I accompanied the Duke to ene of the
officers of the court, whofe bufinefs it is to
érefent firangers. This gentleman is re-
markable for his amazing knowledge in all
the myfteries of etiquette. He entertained
his Grace with much erodition on this fab-

je&.—1I never obferved the Duke yawn fo
~ very much.—When our vifit was over, he
afferted that it had lafted two hours.—Upon
examining his watch, he difcovered that he
had made a miftake of one hour and forty
minutes only.

We were prefented the following day to
the EleCtor and the EleQrefs. He was
drefled in the uniform of his guards, feems to
be on the borders of fifty, and has a fenfible
manly countenance, which I am told is  the
true index of his charaéter,

The Hereditary Prince is a young man of
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knowledge and good fenfe. He furprifed
me by talking of the party difputes and ad-
ventures which have happened of late years
in England, of which I found him minutely
informed, ———Many people in Germany
have the Englith news-papers and political
pamphlets regularly tranfmitted to them.
‘The acrimony and freedom with which the
higheft chara@ers are treated, aftonifth and
amufe them, and from thefe they often form
very falfe and extraordinary conclufionis with
regard to the ftate of the nation.
. As' the Ele@or intends foon to vifit
Ttaly, great numbers of officers have
come hither to pay their ‘duty to their
fovereign before he departs for that coun-
try. Heis much efleemed by his officers,
with whom he lives in a very affable
manner, There are generally thirty covers
every day at his table for them, and the
ftrangers who happen to be at the court of
Manheim,

Orie day at dinner a kind of buffoon came
into the room. He walked round the table
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and converfed in-a familiar manner with
.every body prefent, the princes -not ex-
cepted. His obfervations were followed by
loud burfts of applaufe from -all whom he
addreffed. As he (poke in German, I could
not judge of his wit, but ftared around with
- the anxiety of countehance natural to 2 man
who fees a whole company - ready to die
~ with laughter at a jeft which he cannot com-
prehend. An'old officer, who fate near me,
was todched with compaffion for my fitua-
tion and explained in French fome of the
moft brilliant repartees for my private ufe.

- As this good-natured officer did not feem
to bave a great command of the French lan-
g{fage,‘ the whole fpirit of the jeft was al-
lowed to evaporate during the tranflation :—
at leaft 1 could not fmell a particle when
the procefs was over. However, as thefe
tranflations evidently coft him a good deal
. of trouble, I thought myfelf obliged to feem
delighted with his performance ; fo T joined
in the mirth of the company, and endea-
o voured
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voured to laugh at much asany petfon at )
the table.

" My interpretér. afterwards mfotmed me
that this genius was from the Tyrol, that he
{pokethe German with fo peculiar-an accent,
that whatever hé faid never failed to fet the
whole table in a roar; c’eft pourquoi, added
he, il eft en poﬁ'cﬂion d’entrer toujours avec'
Io deffert. :

: This is the only example that I know
remaining of > court fool o licenced jefter ; -
dn - office formcrly i all fhe courts of
Eumpe '

. 3

- e R}
ce Jtgn ux:.T

i st oined

Muxam il

WE madc & ﬁwrt jaunt te He'ldelbérg by
few days fince. That town s sbout: Foun

léagues from Manheim, = - .YV
« Heidelberg it -{1tuated- in’ a iolow-on Hiae
VOL. I. r
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banks of the Neckar, and is furrounded by
* charming hills perfe&ly cultivated.

' More cheerful fcenes of exuberant fertility
are to be feen no where than along the fine
chain of hills which begin near this town.
The fummits of thefe hills are crowned with
trees, and their fides and bottoms are cloathed
with vines.

The Ele&or’s caitle is placed on an emi-
nence, which commands the town, and a
view of the valley below; but the caftle it-
felf unfortunately is commanded by another
eminence too near if, from which this noble
building was cannonaded when the whole
Palatine was pillaged and burng, in confe-
quence of that cruel order of Lewis XIV.
too literally executed by Tarenne. ‘

The particulars of that difmal fcene have
been tranfmitted from father to fon, and arg
‘ftill fpoken of with horror by the peafantry
~ 6f this'country, among whom the French

nation is held in deteftation to this day.

- While we were in the caftle we did not
emit vifiting the -renowned Heidelberg tpn ;

L D—
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but a¢ it was perfe@tly empty, it made but
a dull and uninterefting appearance,

The inhabitants of the Palinate are partly’
Proteftants, and partly Roman Catholics,
who live here in harmony with each other.
The great church at Heidelberg is divided
into two apartments, jn one of which the
Proteftants, and in the other the Papifts per-
form public worthip:— A fingular proof
of moderation and coolnefs of people’s
minds with regard to a fubjet that inflamed
them {o violently in the days of their an-
ceftors, .

We remained only one-day at Heidelberg
and returned in the:evening to this place.
The lives and manners of the inhabitants of
this city feem te be as uniform and formal as
the ftreets and buildings. No noife, mobs
or buttle ; at mid-day every thing is as calm
and quiet as the ftreets of London at mid-
night. This gives onc the notion that the
citizens are under the fame reftraint and
difcipline with the troops. .

I'have feen thefe laft perform thear '
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ercife every morning on the parade. I was
a good deal furprifed to obferve, that not
only the movements of the foldiers” mufkets,
and the attitudes of their bodies, but alfo
their*devotions, were under the dire@ion of
the major’s cane. The fellowing motiens
are performed as pag of the military ma-
nosuvres every day before the troops are
marched to their different. goards.

The major fiurithes his cane ;+~the drum
gives a fingle tap, and every men wnder arms
raifes his hand tc his hat; — at a fecond
froke on the drum, they take of their hats
and are fuppofed to pray ; = at a third, they
finith their petitions, and put their hats-on
thejr heads. — If any man has the affurance
tor prolong his prayer a mrinute longer thari

“the drum: imlicates, he is punifhed on thé:

) fpot, and taught to be lefs devout for the
future. - :

" The ingenious inventor of drums certamly

never dreamt. of. their becoming the regula-

tors of people’s piety. But the modern im-

provements in the military art.are truly

—
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wonderfal I—and we need not defpair, after
this, of feeing a whole: segiment, by the
progrefs of difcipline, fo modelled as to eat,
drink, and perform other animal fun&ions,
uniformly together, at the word of com-
mand, as they poife their firelocks.

LETTER. XLIV.

Manbein,

HAvao left orders at Geneva to forward
all our letters of a certzin date to Manhéim,’
and to dire& thofe which thould come afters
: wards, to Frzmkfort on the Maine, I had
the good fortune to receive yours laft night.

T feel as much indignation as you poffibly
can, againft-thofe who endeavour to' hurt
the peace of families by mallgnant publica-
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tions, and I enter fully into Lord ’s on
fo unmerited an attack. Yet I fheuld be
heartily forry to fee thefe evils remedied by

any reftriCtion on the freedom of the prefs;

becaufe I am every day more and more con-
vinced that its unrefirained produions,. the
licentious news-papers themfelves not ex-

écpted, have conveyed to ecvery corner of
Great Britain, along with much impertinencé

and fcurrility, fuch a régard for the confti-

tution, fuch a fenfe of the rights of the {ub-

je&, and fuch a degree of general knowledge,
as never were fo univerfally diffufed over,
any other nation. Such a law as your friend
propofes might, nodoubt, prote& individuals

from unjuft attacks in print; but it would

at the fame time remove one great means of
clearing their innocence, andmaking known

their wrongs, when injured irr a more effen-

tial manner. It would Bmit the right which

every Briton has of publicly addreffing his
countrymen, when-he finds himfelf injured
or opprefled by the perverﬁon of law, or the
infolence of office.
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Examples might be given of men of great -
integrity being attacked in the moft cruel
and ungenerous manner by people high in
office, and guarded by power. Such men
had no other ‘means of redrefs than that of
appealing to the candour and good fenfe of
the -public, which they ufed with fuccefs.
Every mdn’s obfervation may {aggeft to him _
many kinds of injuftice and oppreffion,
which the rich, the infidious, or the power-
ful, can commit in fpite of law, or perliaps
by the aid of law, againft the poor, the un-
fufpe&mg, and the friendlefs.—Many, who
can filence confcience and evade law, tremble
at the thoughts of their injuftice being pub-
lithed ; and nothing is, nothing can be, a
greater check to the waritonnefs of power,

- than the privilege of unfolding private grie-

vances at the bar of the public. For thus
the caufe of individuals is made a public con-
cern, and the general indignation which their
wrongs excite, forms at once one of the fe- -
vereft punifhments which can be inflicted on:
the oppreffor, and one of the ftrongeft bul-
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warks that can be raifed jo defence of the
unprotecled.

By this means alfo the mofk fpeedy and
effetual alarm is given all over the nation
when any great public mifcondu& happens,
or upen any appearance of a defign againft
the conftitution ; and many evils.are detected
and prevented, which otherwife might have
been unobferved, till they had become toa
firong for remedy.  And though this Liberty
produces much filly advice, and malignang
cenfors withopt number, it likewife opens
the door to fome of a different charadter,
whe give ufeful hints to minifters, which
‘would bave been lo@t without the freedom
of anonysmpous publication.

. The temporary and -pastial diforders,
which are the confequences of public Tree~
dom, have been greatly exaggerated by fome
people, and reprefenred as move than equi-
valent to all the advah;ages refulting from a
free government, But if fuch perfons had
opportunities of oblerving the nature of thofe
cvils which fpring up in abfolute govern-
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ments, they “would foon be convinced of
their error. :

The greateft evil that can arife from the
Jicentioufnefs which accompanies civil liberty
3s, that people may rafhly take ‘a diflike to
Tiberty herfelf, from the teafingi impertinence
and abfurdity of fome of her real or affected
well-wifhers ; - 45 a man might become lefs
fond of the company of his beft friend, if he
found him' always attended by a fnappith
cur, whieh' without provocatnon was always
growling and barking. -

But to prove the weaknefs of fuch con-
du&, we have only to call to mind, that the
ftream of licentioufnefs perhaps never rofe
higher than it did fome years fince in Eng-
land.—And what were the mighty evils
that" followed ?-—Vlany relpe@able charac- -
ters were grofsly mifreprefented in printed
publicatiors. —Certain  diring  fcribblers

“evaded the _punifhiment” " they deferved :—
many windows were broken, and the c]xarlotg
of a few members of parliament were befpat-

tered with dirt by the mob.—What are
p* '
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thefe frivolous diforders when compared
to the gloomy regularity produced by de-
fpotifm ; in which men are obliged to the
aioft painful circum(petion in all their
attions ; are afraid to fpeak their fentiments
on the moft common oecgurrences ; fufpicious
of cherithing government fpies in theis houfe-
hold fervants; diftruftful of their ewn rela-
tions and moft intimate companions, and at
all times expofed to the oppreffion of men in
‘power, and to the infolence of their favou-
rites?—No cenfufion, in-my mind, can be
more tersible than the flern difciplined

regularity and vaunted police of arbitrary .

governments, where every heart is depreffed
by fear, where mankind dare not aflume
their natural charadters, where the free fpirit
muft - crouch to the flave in office, where
genius muft reprefs her effufions, or, like
theEgypt'ian worfhippers, offer them ir
-facrifice to the calves of power; and where

the human mind, alwaysin thackles, fhrinks

from every generous effort.

T
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LETTER XLV.

S . Mentz.
,WE left Manheim five or fix days ago.
It is very eafy travglling throungh this part of °
Germany, the roads being perfe&tly good,
and the country a continued plain.- From
Bafil, towithin a few miles of Mentz, the

- pofting road does not make even the moft

_ gentle afcent ; a vaft length of country tobe
all along a perfet level. -

By the great numbers of Monks and
Friars, of all colours and conditions, that
are to be met near this city, we were ap-
_ prifed of our entrance into an ecclefiaftical
- ftate, while the plump perfons and rofy
complexions of thefe Fathers fufficierily
proved, that they did not live in the fer ile
land of Rhenifh for nothing.

However good Chn[hans they m:ght be

’
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many of them had much the appearance of
paying occafional. homage to the ancient
heathen deity. Bacchus, without being re-
ftrained in their worthip .like the foldiers.
on the parade at Manheim.—One of them-
in particular appeared to have juft arifen.
from his devotion.—He meved along. in-
the moft unconcerned manner imaginable,.
without obferving any. dire& courfe, or re-
garding. whether he went to the right hand
or to the left. He muttered to himfelf as.
he went.—~Does bie repeat. his pater- nofter ¥
faid I.~—I rather imagine he prays. from:
Klorace, replied the Duke,.

—~—~Quo me, Bacche, rapis tui
_ Plenum? Qu nemora, aut quos agor in:
fpecus . .
Velox mente neva P *—u

* % O Bacchus, when by thee pofleft,
" 'Whiat facred fplrit fills my raving breaft
How am I rapt to dreary glades,
To gloomy caverns, unfrequented fhades;
Francwn
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On both fides of the Rhine the ground
Bere begins to become hilly and irregular,
_Porming banks finely expofed to the fun,
Fere the beft Rhenifh wine is produced, and
even a very fmall portion of thefe exuberant
banks is of confiderable value. A chain of
well-inhabited villages runs along from -
Mentz, . by Bacharach, - all the way to
€oblentz, where the Rhine is _}omed by
the Mofelle.

.- Bacharach is faid to derive its name from
an altar of Bacchus (Bacchi Ara). fuppofed
to have been erefted by the Romans in
gratitude for the quantity and"quality of thg
wine produced in the neighbourhood. A
kittle before we entered Mentz, we paffed by
the Favorita, a beautiful palace belonging
to the EleQor, fituated where thc Rhine is.
joined by the Maine. -

“Mentz is finely ﬁmate& built in- an
irregular manner, and moft plentifully pro-
vided with charches. The cathedral is but
2 gloomy fabric. In this there is what
they call a treafury, which. -contains &
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numbér of clumfy jewels, fome relics, and
a mighty rich wardrobe of priefts’ veft-
ments,

There are fome troops in this capital,
but I do not think the “officers have that
fmart prefumptuous air which generally
accompanies men of their profefion. They
feem confcious that the clergy are “their
mafters; and, I have a notion, are 2 little
out of countenance on that account.

" The ftreets fwarm with ecclefiaftics, fome
of them in fine coaches, and attended by
a great number of fervants. I remarked
alfo many genteel airy abbés; who, one
could eafily fee, were the moft fathionable
people, and give the ton at this place.

Though-it is moft evident that in this
eleGorate the clergy have taken exceeding
good care of themfelves ; yet in juftice to
them, it muft be acknowledged, that the
people alfo feem to be in an eafy fituation.

- The peafantry appear to be in a flate of
far greater abundance than thofe of France,
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er even thofe in the clc&or of Manheim'’s
dominions.

1 have fome defire to fee an Ecclefiaftical
court, and would willingly vifit this of
Mentz, but the Duke of Hamilton, who
fcems to have no exceflive fondnefs for any
court, fays, a court of clergymen-muit be
_more difmal and tedious than any other,
and 1fear will not be prevailed on to ap-
pear at this ; in which cafe we fhall leave
this place to-morrow morning early, with-
out further ceremony. .

LETTER XLVL

'

Frankfort on the Maine.
U V £ have been here two weeks.—To

form a propcr judgment of the genius
,and manpers of any nation, it is necef-
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fary to live familiarly with the inhabitants
for a confiderable time ; but a {inaller degree
of obfervation will fuffice to give a pretiy
juft idea of the mature of its government.
The chilling effets of dcfpotlc oppreffion, .

or the benign inflyence of freedom and
commerce, ftrike the eye of the moft care-
lefs traveller. :

The ftreets of Frankfort are fpacxous and
well paved ; the houles ﬂ:ately, clean, and
convenient ; the fhops well furnithed, the
drefs, the numbers, the air, and general
manners of the inhabitants, fuﬁicicntly
fhow, without other information, that thcre
is no little defpot within . their walls, to im-
poverifh them in fupport of his grandeur,
and to put every altion of their lives, every
movement of - their bodies, under reftraint
by his caprice.
~ The houfes are of ‘brick, but have a
better appearance than brick houfes in ge--
neral, owing' chiefly to their being covered

with a kind -of reddifr {tucco, which is’

come into ufe here of ‘late, and, it is
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believed, will render the buildings morg
durable. . The fronts of many of the fneft
are alfo adorned with bas reliefs of white
ftucco, in imitation of marble. Thefe
white ornaments, on the red. ground, form
too flronga contraft, and do not pleafe an -
eye foud of fimplicity. - But the Germans,
in general, have a tafte for fhowy orna-
ment, in their drefs, furniture, and houfes,
Franckfortis a free imperial city, having a
fmall territory belonging to it, and is go-
- verned by its own magiftracy.

All religions ate tolerated here, under
. eertain reftritions ; bat Lutheranifm is the
eftablifhed faith, as the. magiftrates are of
thatcommumon. H

"The prineipal church is in the pofleffion
of the Roman Cathohcs,‘ byt no public
proceffion of the hott is permitted through
the fircets. All the ceremonies of their
religion are confined to"the houles of indi-
viduals, or permitted within the walls of
this church, In it there is a chapel, to
which -the emperor is condudted imme~
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odiately after the ele®ion, in order to be
crowned by the elector of Menmtz.

The Jews have a fynagogue in this city,

- where they perform their religious rites;
but the Calvinifts have never been allowed
any public houfe of worthip within the
territory of Frankfort. They attend divine
fervice at a place called Bockenheim in the
county of Hanau, where they have built a
<hurch.

This is but unkind treatment; and it
feems at firft ﬁght a little extraordinary, -
that Martin Luther fhiould thow more in-
“ dulgence to his old enemy Lord Peter, and
even to Judas Ifcariot himfelf, than to his
fellow-reformer John Calvin, ‘

Thongh Frankfort is thought afine town,
and the effe@ produced by the whole is
magnificent, yet there are no bmldmgs in

" particolar  worthy attention. It s ex-
pe&ted, however, that all ftrangers fhould

" vifit the town-houfe, and fee the chamber
where the Emperor is elefted. ~ And it
‘would be reckoned a great want of curiofity,

~N
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_mot to fee the famous golden bull which is”
kept there with the utmoft care. A fight
of this cofts a golden ducat; a fufficient .
price for a glance of an old manulfcript,
which notone perfon in a hundred can read,
and ftill fewer can underftand.

A countryman of ours, who expedted
more amufement for his - money, com-
plained loudly of this as an impofition ; and
on hearing a German talk of the high price

_which every thing bote in England, he re-
torted on him in thefe words: — Iln'y a -
rien en Angleterre fi cher que voige taurcau
d'or A Frankfort, o

There is a coftom obferved here, which
1 fhall mention on account of its fingularity,
though I enquired in vain for its origin.
Two women appear every day at noon on-
the battlements of the principal fteeple, and
ply fome very folemn airs with trumpets,
This mufic is accompanied by vocal pfal-
mody, performed by four or five men, who
always attend the fe&a\le ‘trumpeters for
that purpofe. '
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The people here have a‘violent tafte for
pfalm-finging. - There are a confiderable
number of men and boys, who Have this
for their only profeffion. They ate engaged
by fome families to officiate two or three
times a week ‘in the morning, before the
mafter 'and mifkre(s of the famliy get out
of bed.

" When any perfon in “tolerable cnrcum-
ftances dies, a band of thefe {weet ﬁngen
affembles in the fireets before the houfe,
and chaunt an hour every day to the corpfe,,
till it is interred. The fame band accom-
panies the funerals, finging hymns all the
way. .

Funerals are conduéted withlén‘ uncom-
mon degree of folemnity in this town : —v
A man clothed in a black cloak, and care
rying a crucifix, at the end ofa long pole,
Jeads the proceffion.: —A great number of
bired mourners in the fame drefs, and each
with a lcmon in his hand, march afier
him : — then come the fingers, followed

Y
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by the corpfe in a hearfe; and laftly, the
relations in mourning coaches.

The crucifii is carried in this manner as
all funersls, whether the deceafed has died
a Roman Catholic, a Luthetan, or a Cals
vinift. . That' this cuftom fhould be fol-
lowed by the two latter, furprifed me a
good deal. I fhouwld have imagined that
the- Calvnmﬂs in particular, whatever they
did with the lsmons, would never have
_been able ‘to digeft the crucifix.

~ There:is a very confiderable mumber of
Calvinifts in this place ; it is generally
thought they are the meft induftrious.
They unqueftionably are the richeft part
of the inhabitants, This may be partly
owing ta a circumftance that fegne of them
confider .as a hardfhip ~—- their being. ex~
cluded from any fhare in the government
of the city. — Many of the Calvinift famj~
lies are defcendants of Fi 'ren'ch‘Pmte'ﬁar'gts,‘
who left their ¢ountry a the revocation of,
the edid of '_N.atitz,‘ .
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There are fome villages near Frankfort
confifting entirely of French refugees ; who,
deferting their country at the fame time,
have fettked here in a clufler. Their de-
fcendants {peak French in their common
converfation, and“retain many of their ori-
ginal cuftoms to this houwr.

Two or ‘three families now living at
Frankfort are of Englith origin. Their
predeceflors fled fiift to Holland, during
‘the perfecutions in the reign of Mary, and
being afterwards driven out of that country
by the cruelty of the Duoke of Alva, they
at length found an-afylum for themfelves,
and their pofterity, in this frec imperial
city. )

The numtber of Jews in Frankfort is
prodigious, confidering “one difmal incon-
venience they are fubjefted to,  being
obliged to live all together in a fingle fireet
built up at ene end : — There is a large gate
at the other, which is regularly thut at a
certain hour of the night, after which no
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Jews dare appear in the ftreets; but the
whole herd muft remain cooped and
c:deed together, like fo many black
«attle, till morning. As this fireet is nar-
row, the room allotted for each family
fmall, and as the children of Ifrael were
never remarkable for their cleanlinefs, and
always noted for breeding, the Jéws’ quar-
ter, you will believe, is not the fweeteft -
part ofthe town. 1 fcarce think they could
havefbeen worfe lodged in the land of

. confiderable fums to the magiftrates of

" ~ Frankfort for liberty to build or ‘purchafe
another ftreet for their accommodation ;
but afl fuch propofals have hitherto been
rejeed. '

The Jews in Frankfort are obliged to
fétch water when a fire happens in any
part of the city ; and the magiftrates, in re-
tarn, permit them to choofe judges out of
their own body for deciding difputes among
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themfelves ; -but if either’ party refufes to
fobmit to this, an appeal is open to the
magiftrates.

. They muft unguoeftionably enjoy fome
great advantages by . the trade they carry
on, to compenfare for fuch inconveniencies.
During the day-time they are allowed the
liberty of walidng all over the town; a
privilege which they improve with equal
affiduity and addrefs, They attack you in
the fiseet, ply at the gate of your lodgings,
and even glide into your apartments, offer-

_ing tofupply you with every commodity
you can have occafion for. And if you
happen to pafs by’ the entrance of their
ftreet, they intreat -your cuftom with the
violence and voc:feratxon of fo many
“Thames watermen,

I was twice at_their fynagogue.. “There.
is nothing 'm::\gniﬁcent in their worthip;
but much dppirent zeal and fervour. I .
faw one of their moft important rites per-
formed on two children, It was xmpoﬂible

nbt to fée[ compaffion” for the’ poor infants,
thus
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thus cruelly initiated into a community,
who had formerly :the misfortune of being -
defpifed by the Heathens, and now are
execrated by all pious Chriftians.

LETTE R XLVIL

Frankfort on the Maine.

Yov will be furprifed at our Temaining fo
long at a plaece where there is no court, and
few of thofe entertainments which allure
and detain travellers. Thetruth is, theDuke
of Hamilton feems fond of this place; and
a8 for my own part, I have formed an ac-
quaintance with fome very worthy people
here, whofe friendthip I fhall take every
occafion to cultivate. |

Society here is divided into Noblefle and
the Bourgeois. The firft confifts of {ome

VoL, I : Q
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noble families from various parts of Ger-
many, who have chafen Frankfert for their
refidence, and a few original gitizens of
Frankfort, but who have now obtained the
rank of nobility. The citizens who connect
themfelves with ftrangers, have made their
fortunes by commerce, which fome of them
fill follow, .

There is a public affembly for the nobility
once a week, a¢ which they drink tea, con-
verfe, or play at cards from fix to ten, On
the other nights, the fame company meet
alternately at each other's houfes, and pafs
the evening in the fame manner. None of
the Bourgeois famiies are invited to thefe
parties; hut they have affemblics of the fame

kind among themfelves, and often entertain

their friends, and the ftrangers with whom
they arc acquainted, in a very hofpitable
manner at their tables. The noblemen
whao refide in Frankfort, and the nobility of
all degrees, and of every. nation, whe acci.
dentally pafs through it, cheerfully accept of
theleinyitations todine with the'citipens, but
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none of the German ladies. of quality conde-
fecend fo far.  While their fathers, hufbands,
and brovhess, are entertiined at a2 Bourgeois -
vable, they chufe fatlrer to dine at home
by theoifelves ; and they certainly judge
wilby, if dhoy prefer & fpae” it (o good

The dxﬁxn&non of raoks is obferved i

Gcrmany, with all the fcrupu]ous precxﬁnn
that a magter of. that importance deferves,
There is a public concert in this place fup-
ported by fubfcription. One would imagine
that the fubfcribers would take their feats as
they emered the reom, thas thofe wha came
earheﬁ would Qevg their chmce.—No fuch
matter. -—-The two firft rows are kept for the
ladies of quality,.and the wives and daugh-
ters of the citizens muft be contented to fit
behind, let them come at what hour, and
pay what money they pleafe.—After all,

this is not, Jo bad as_ in an aflembly of
nobxlxyi whq;e sommons e ot pcrmmsd
tg G‘t gven in the lobby. whag:ycr price

\
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they may have paid for their feat in par-
liamens.
.Since we arrived,. the ‘theatre has been
ed for the winter, by a troop of Ger-
man comedians. I was there the firft night;
previous to the play, there was a kind of
allegorical prologue, intented as a compli-
ment to the magiftrates of Frankfort. This
" was performed by :ﬁﬁm, Wifdom, and
Plenty, each of whom aypeared in perfon,
" with the ufual attributes. The laft was very
. properly perfonated by a large fat woman,
. big with child. As to the two former, I
hope, for the fake of the good people of
Frankfort,  that they are better reprefented
- in the town-council, than 't'h'cy were on the
ftage. This prologue was concluded by a
Jong harangue, pronounced by the plumpeft
Apollo, I dare venture to fay, that ever
appeared in the heavens above, or on the
warth beneath.
After this the play began, which was a
German tranflatioh of the Englith play of
George Barnwell, with confidersbie adters-
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gions. Barnwell is reprefented as an impru-
dent young man ; but he does mot murder
his uncle, as in the Englith play; or cem-
it any grofs crime ; the German tranflator;:

therefort, inftead of hanging, ‘only marries
him at:the end of the piece.. '

Mot of the plays reprefented on the Ger-
man flage, are tranflations from the Englith
or French; for Germany, fo fertile in wri-
ters in divinity, jurifpridence, medicine,
chymiftry, and other parts of nataral philo«
f)p}'}y, has produced few poets till of late,
.- Jamnova'pragenies ceelo demittitur alto,*
and the German mufe, i¢. now admired all
over Europe.., Her heauties are feft and ap-
plauded.by men of genius,.even through the
medium of 3 tranflatien, which is a ftrong
proof of her origjnal energy. It muft, how.
ever, be a great difgouragement to German
poetry in general, and to the dramatic in
particular, that the Freach lapgmage prevails

-+ Now a.new progeny from hedven defcend
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. in all the conrts; and that French plays are
seprefented. there, in prefarence to German.
. The. natige language of the country is
treated like a valgar and provintial diale&,
while the French is. treated as the only
proper language for _people of fathion.—
Children of the fift families are inftructed
in French, before they acquire their mother-
~ tongue, and pains are taken to keep them
ignorant of this, that it may not hurt their
pronunciation of the 'other. I have met with
'people who conﬁdered, it as an accomplith-
“inent to be unable to exprefa themfelves in
the linguage of thef¥country, and wholiave
pretended to be mére“tgnoram in thupam
cu!ar, than they wetein mﬁty

" I have hcen affured by many who under-
fand the German Tanguage well, that itis
netvous, coplous; moft expreflive,  and ca-
pable of-all the graces of poetry, The truth
of this appears by ‘the works “of feverat late
writérs; who have endeavoured‘to check this
unnateral prejudice i, their Countrymen,
and to refore th language of thcsr‘lnceﬂ:m's
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to its native honors.~But what are the
efforts of good. fenfe, tafie, and genius, in
oppofition to fathjon, and the influence of
-courts - .

- Among the winter ‘amufements of this
place, traineau parties may be reckoned
Thefe can take place in the time of froft
only, and when thete is a confiderable
quantity of {now upon the groand, Ihad
an apportunity of feeing a very fplendid
entertainment of this kind lately, which
-was given by fome young gentlemen to an
tequal number of - ladies.

“  Atraineau is 4 machine in the fhape of a
“horfe, lion, fwany or in that of a grifiny
unicorn, or forhe othes fanciful form, with.
out wheels ; but made below like a fledge,
for the conveniency of fliding over the'fnow,
Bome are gilded, and otherwife ornamented
‘sccording to the whim of the proprigtor,—
A pole ftands up from one fde, to which an

" enfign or flag is faftened, which waves over
" the hcads of thofe placed on the imachine,
The lady wrapped in -fur, fits hfore, and

-
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the gentleman ftands behind on a boand
made for that purpofe.

The whole is drawn by.two horfes, which
are either conduted by a poftillion, or driven
by the gentleman, — The horfgs are gaudily
ornamented,. and have bells hanging from
the trappings which cover them.

This party. confified of. about thlrsy
traincaus, each attended by two. or three
fervants on- horfeback with flambeaux ; for
this amufement was taken when it began to
grow dark.—One traineau- took the lead ;—
the reft followed at a convenient.diftance in
a line, and drove for two or three hours
through the principal.ftreets and fquares of
Frankfort.—The horfes go at a brifk trot or
canter; the motion of the traineau is eafy
and agreeable ; the bells, enfigns, and
torches, make a very gay and fhowy ap-
pearance, which feemed to be much-relifhed
by the parties immediately. concerned, and
admired by the fpeators, .

A few days. afier this exhibition, as
we were preparing to fet .aut. for Hanau, in
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_# traineau, Mr, Stanley, brother to Lord -
. Stanley, arfived'at the inn, Though he had
travelled for two days-and nights, with-
out having been in bed, he was fo little
© favigued, that he went along with us, Ha-
"nau. is fome leagues diftant from Frankfort.
- We had a full. preof of the {fmooth move:
ment -of the traineau, which, in the time
of froft, and when there is a proper quans
tity of fnow on the ground, is certainly
the .moft. delightful way of travelling that
~can poffibly be imagined:

Hansu is. the refidence of the Hetedntary
Prince of Hefle Caffel. A’ we entered the
town we met the Princefs, who is fifter-in«
law to the King of Denmark.. She, with
fome of the:ladies of the coum,: was taking
the air alfo in a traineau..

. Befides the traops: of Hmau, two regi-
ments of Hanoverians are thereat.prefent. -
The Hereditary Prince is not on the beft.
terms- with-his father.. He lives here, how-
ever, in a ftate of .independency, poffefled:
of the revenues of this country, which is
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* guaranteed to him by she Kings of Britain,
Depmark, and Pruffia : but there is ne
intercourfc between this lm}q court and that
of Hefle Caflel, = .

. After dinner we .rctymed’ o, Frinkfort,
The Duke prevailed with Mr. Stanley to re-
main. a langer tinte at Frankéggt than he had
intended, He is a fenfible yaung man of fpi-
tic and ambition. His grandfather, the old
Eail of Derby, endeavours to feduce him
into holy orders, promifing him 2 living of
2000 . a year, which is .in the gift of the

family. This you will acknowledge to be

8 temptation which few younger brothers
could withftand. "Natute, however, feems
te have deftined this young gentleman for
snother line in lifc My own opinion is,

- he would rather have the command -of a-

~ treop of dragoons, than be promoted to the
Su: of Gmtethury. -
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LETTER XLVIL

»

Erankfort,

SOME “of ‘the nobility who refide in this
city, tak_e every opportunity of pointing aut
the effential difference that there i, and the
diftin¢tions that ought to be made, between
. their families and thofe of the Bourgeois ;
who, -though they have, by commerce, or
fome profefion equally ignoble, attained
great wealth, which enables them to live in
a ftyle of magpificence unbecoming theit
rank ; yet their noble neighbours infinuate,
~ that they always retain a vulgatity of fenti-
ment and mannefs, unknown to thofe whofs
blood has flowed pure through feveral gene-
rations, unmixed with that puddle which
ftagnates in the veins of plebeians, -

The Duke of Hamilton does not feem to
have ftudied natural philofophy with accu-
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racy fufficient to enable him to obferve this.-
diftinction. He mingles in the focieties of-
the citizens, with as much eafe and.alacrity,
as in thofe of the nobility; dining with the
one, and drinking with.the other, in the-
moft impartial manner; and between -the
two, he contrives. to. amufe himfelf toles
rably well, ) .

The two famikies with which we are in
the greateft degree: of intimacy, are thofe of
Monf. Barkhaufe, and- Monf. P. Goglé.
The former i§ a principal perfon in the ma-
giﬁtacy, a man of learning and'worth, His
Tady is of a nobte family in the dukedom of
Brunfwick, a woman of admirable good
fenfe and’ many accomplifhments, She . is
well acquainted with Englifh and Frenct li-
terature, ‘The French language fhe fpeaks .
like a native, and though fhe cannot con-
-verfe in Englifh without difficulty, fhe un<'
derflands and’ relifhes tlie works of fome of -
our beft authors. ' ‘

Mr. Gogle has travelled over the greateft - -
part of Europe, and is equally acquainted
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" with men and books. He has made a plen-
tifal fortune by .commerce, and lives in.a-
very agreeable and hofpitable manner.

" In thefe two houfes we occafionally meet
with the beft company of both  the claffes of
fociety-in this plate, and’ in one-or ather,
whien there is no public aflembly, we genes
rally pafs the afternoon. — The former part

_gf the day.(a thaw having lately diffolved
the fnow) we often pafs in jaunts to-the
environs of this place,. which are very
beaantiful.

As the Dake of Hamilton- and- I wero
riding one day along the banks of the Maine,

- near the village of Heix, whichis in ‘the

territories of the EleGor of Mentz, we ob-

_ ferved a building, which feemed to be the

refidence of fome prince,. or bifhop at leaft,

‘We were furprifed we never had heard it

fpoken of, as it had:a mere magnificent ap-

pearance than any modern building we had
feen fince our'arsival in Germany. We
rode up, and upon: entering it, found that

the  apartments within, though nat lLid-
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out in the beft tafte, feemed to correfpond,
in point of cxpence, with the external ap-
pearance. '

We were informed by the workimen, who
were employed in finithing thefeapartments,
that this palace belonged to a tobacconift in
Frankfort, where he flill kept fhop, and had
accumulated a prodigious fortune by making
and elling fnoff,

Near to the principal houfe, there is
another great building, intented for a work-
houfe, in which tabacco is to be manue
falured, with ‘many apartments for the
workmea, and vaulted cellars, in which the
various kinds of fnuff are to be kept moift,
till fent for mland fale to Frankfort, ot
thipped on the Maine for foreign markets.

. .'The owner informed us, there wese ex-
a&tly three hundred rooms in beth build-
ings, and the greater number of thefe bes
Jonged to the dwelling-houfe, We did not
chufe to puzzle the man by dificult quef-

_ tions, and therefore refrained from enquire

ing, what ufe he intended to make of fuch
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an amazing number of rooms, which
feemed rather contrived as barracks for two
or three thoufand foldiers, than any other
purpofe.

O éur'rerurn to town, we were informed
that this perfon, who is not a mative of
Frankfoit, though he has beeri’ many years
eftablithéd -there, bad applied to the ma-
-gifirates for liberty to purchafea eertain fpot
of ground, on which he propofed to build a
dwelling-houfe, &c. which cannot be done
by any but citizens, without the confent of
the-council. This being refufed, he bought
a little piece of land in the territory of °
Mentz, immediately beyond that of Frank-
fort, and on the banks of the Maine; and
being highly piqued by the refufal he had .
met with from the magiftrates, he had
reared a bulldmg gréatly larger and more -
extenfive than was meceffary, or than he at
firft had intended, in the full perfuifion that
the remorfe of the magiftrates would be in
proportion to the fize of this fabric.
" The tobacconift has already expended fifty
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thoufand pounds on this temple of veu-
geance, and his wrath againft the magiftrates
feems to be yet unappeafed—for he il la-
vithes his money with a rancour againtt
- thefe unfortunate men, that is very unbe-
coming a Chriftian. The inhabitants of
Frankfort, while they acknowledge the im-
prudence of the magiftrates, do not applaud
the wifdom. of their antagonift, in. whofe
bfain they affert there muft be fome apait-
ments as empty as any in. the vaft firuGure
he is building,

Another day Lis Grace and' I rode to
Bergen, a fnall.village which has been ren-
dered eminent by the attempt made. there
by Prince Ferdinand on the Erench-army. in
the year 1759. :

‘We were accompanied. by. the Meffrs..de”
Leflener, two gentlemen, now 'retired from
the fervice, and. living at_ Frankfort, who
had been in the ation, one a. Captain in
the Hanoverian army, the other of the
fame rank in. the French.

. Duaring the winter of that memargble

/
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year, you may remember that the French,
-writh- mote policy than juftice,  had feizéed
upon this. neutral city, and eftablithed their
head-quarters here. This was attended by
great advantages, fecuring to them the courfe

of the Maine and Upper Rhine, -by which -
they received fupplies from S‘trafbourg, and

all the intermediate cities.

Prince Ferdinang having formed the de-.
fign of driving them. from this advantageous
fituation, before they could: be seinforced,
fuddenly affembled his army, which was cai~

-toned about Munfter, and after three days

of forced marches, came in fight of the

French. army, at that time commanded by .
the Duke de Broglio, who, having received

intelligence of the Prince’s.fcheme, hiad made

a.very judicious difpofition.

-On the afternoon of the 13th of April, the
Prince began his attack on the right wing of
the French army, which occupied the village
of Bergen.—This was. renewed with great
vivacity three feveral times. The Prinae

of Ifembourg, and.about. 1500 of the Allias,,
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fell in the a&ion, which was prolonged till
the evening; Prince Ferdinand <teon deter-
mining to draw off his troops, made fuch 2
difpofition as perfuaded the enemy he in-
tended 4 gengral atrack next morning—and
by this means he accomplithed his retreat in
the night, wnhout being haraffed by the
French.

"I have heard o_ﬂicen #f great merit affert,
that nothing dould be more judicioufly
planned and executed, than this enterprife;
the only one of importancéd, however, in
which that great Gcneral fajled during the
whole war.

By this misfortune . the amed army were
reduced to great difficulties, and the progrefs
of the French, with the continued retreat
of the Allies, fpread fuch an alarm over the
EleQorate of Hanover, that many in-
dividoals fent theinr moft valuable effe@s to
Stade, from whence they might be con.
veyed to England, The affairs of the
Allies were foon ufter re-eftablithed by the
decifive . viQory_of Minden, which raifed
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the military charafter of Princé Ferdinand
higher than ever; -though officers of pe-
netration, who were at both a&ions; are ftill
of opinion, - that his ralents were to the full
as confpicuous at Bergen, where he was
repulfed, apat the glorious field of Minden,
by which Hanever and Brunfwick were pre-
ferved, and the French obliged to ahandnxl
almoft al{ Weﬁyhaha.

 LETTER XLIX

Prankfort,
I returued 3 few days fince fram Darm-
ftadr, havmg actompanied the Duke of Ha-
miltén on a vifit which he made to that
courr ' s

“The rcigning’ Prince of Hefle Darmftadt

-
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not being there, we were direCted to pay
our firft vifit to the Princels Maximilian,
his aunt.—She invited-us the fame evening
to play at cards and fup with- her.—There
were about ten people at table,—~The Prm—
cefs was gay, affable, and talkative.—~The
Duke confefled he never had paffed an
evening fo agreeably with an old woman
in his life.

Next morning we went to- the paradc
which is an object of great attention at this
place. The Prince has a moft enthufialtic
paflion for military manceuvres' and evolu-
tions.—Drilling and exercifing his foldiers
are his chief amufements, and almoft his
fole emplo}ement That he may enjoy this
in all kinds of weather, and at every feafon:

“of the year, hie has built a room fufficiently

capacious to admit' 1500 men, to perform
their exercife in it all together.,

_ This room is-accommodated with.fixteen
ftoves, by which ir ma'y be kept at the exa@
degrees of temperature which fuits his
Highnefs’s conflitation.~Qn the morning;
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that we were prefent, there was 6nly the
-ordinary guard confifting of three hundred-
men, who having performed their exercifes,
and marched for an hour up and down this
fpacious Gymnafium, were divided into par-
ties and detached to-their refpective pofts,
The Darmftadt foldiers are tall, tolérably -
clothed, and above all things remarkably
well powdered. They go through their
manceuvres ‘with that dexterity which may
‘be expefted of men who are continually
employed in the fame a&ioh, ‘under the
eye of their prince, who is an admirsble

judge, and fevere critic in thxs part of thc
mnhtary art,

There is no regular fortification -round
this towar; but a very high- ftone-wall,
which is not intended to prevent an enemy -
from entering, being by no means adequate
to fuch 2 purpafe; bt mere'ly' defigned to
hinder.the garrifon from deferting, to whnch
they are qxceedmgly mplmed thefs - poor
-men taking no dellght in the warlike amuler

Al
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ments which conftitute the fupxeme joy of
their fovereign.

Centinels are placed at fmall dxﬂances al
tound the wall, who are obliged to be ex-
ceedingly alert.  Qne foldier gives the wards
all is well in Germap, to his neighbour on
the right, who immediately calls the fame to
the centinel beyond him, and. fo it goes
round till the firft foldier recives the words
from the left, which he tranfmits to the
right as formerly, and fo the call circulates,
withoutany intermiffian, through the whole
- night, .

‘Every other part of garrifon duty is per-
formed with equal ‘exalnefs, and all ne-
gleGts as feverely punithed as if an enemy
~ were at the gates. '

The men are feldomt miore than two
mights out of three.in bed. This, with the
attention requifite ta keep their clothes and
uccoutiements clean, s very hard duty, efpe-
cially at prefent, when the ‘froft is uncom-
monly keén; and: the ground covered with
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There is a fmiall body of cavalry at Darm-
ftadt juft now. They are dreffed in buff
ceats, and magnificently accoutred. — Thefe
are the horfe-guards of the Prince.—Few as
they are, I 'never faw fo many men tagether:
of fuchr a-beight in -my life, none of them
being under Tix Englith feet three inches
high, and feveral of them confiderably above'
that enormous flature.

The Prince of Hefle Darmflade formerly '

_kept a.greater number of troops : at prefent
his wholc army does not exceed five thou-
fand men. But as the conduct of princes,-
hewever judicious it may be, feldom paffes .
uncenfured, there are people who blame
hiln for entertaining even this number.
They declare that this prince’s finances,
being in very great diforder, cannot fupport
this eftablithment ; which, though fmall,
way-he connted high, cenfidering the extent
of dominions. They infift alfo upon the
lafs which agricakture and manufaQures
muft fuftain, by Havidg the ftoutef men
taken away from thefo neceffary cmiploy<
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ments, and their ftrength exhaufted in ufe-
lefs parade. For thefe rigid cenfors have the
affurance to affert, that an army of five
thoufand men, though burdenfome to the
country, is -not {ufficient to-defend it; that
the number is-by far too great for amufe-
ment, and infinitely too fimall:for any man-
ner of ufe.

- The fame day, we -dined with the Prind
cefs Maximilian, and in the aftemoon were
prefented to Prince Geerge's family. ‘He
is brother to the reigning Prince. He hap-
pcned to be indifpofed; but his . -Princefs
received the Duke with the utmoft pollte-
Refs, : :
Their two.youngeft fons and three daugh-

tess were at fupper, The former are il

very young ; the latter are well-looking, re-
- markably accomplithed, and do -much credit
-to the great pains their mother has beftowed

qn their education. :
Next merning we were invited to break-
faft, by the Baron Riedefal, at a pleafamt
country-houfe he has neay Darmftadr.—
‘ - ‘ His
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His Grace went with him, in a carriage of
a very particular conftruéion. The Baron
fat on a low feat next the horfes, and drove ;
the Duke in a higher place behind him,
Each of thefe is made for one perfon only 5
but behind all, there was a wooden feat, in
the fhape of a little horfe, on which two
fervants were mounted.  The ufual pofting-
chaifes in this country bold fix perfons with
eafe ; and people even of the firft rank
generally have two or three fervants in the
chaife with them. In point of ceconomy,
thefe carriages are well imagined; and, in
the: time of froft, not inconvenient; for
here travellers take fpecial care to fortify
themfelves againft cold by cloaks lined with
fur. But when it rains hard, two of the
company at leaft muft be drenched, for the
Germain chaifes are never entirely covered
above. '

I went with Count Cullemberg in his
coach. We paffed the forenoon very agree-
ably at this houfe, which feems to be ad-

YOL. L, R
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vantageoufly fituated; but in its prefent
foowy drefs, one can no more judge of the
natural complexion of the country, than
of that of an altrefs new-painted for the
ftage.

We dined with Prince George, who was
fufficiently Tecovered to be at table. He is
a handfome man, of a foldier-like ap pearance,
and has all the eafe and openefs of the mi
fitary character.

His fgcond fon, who had been abfent tor
fome weeks, arrived while we were at table.
He is a fine young man, about eighteert
years of age. It was pleafing to obferve the
fatisfattion which this fmall incident diffufed
over the faces of father,  mother, and the
whole family, which formed a groupe wor-
thy the pencil of Greufe.

Do not fufpeét that I am prejudiced in
favour of this family, merely becaufe’ they
belong to 2 prince. Anappearance of
domeftic happinefs is always agreeable, whe-
ther we find it in a palace or a cottage; and




ST T e i ey

MANNERS IN FRANEE. 392

the fame fymptoms of good humouar, though
they would not have furprifed me fo much,
would have delighted me equally in the fa-
mily of a peafant, )

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME,
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