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PREFACE.

Axoxc the remarkable political events which have
recently transpired in this country, few are more
characteristic of the rapid progress of opinion in
recent years than the formation of a Ministry com-
prising in it nearly.all the men of most distinguished
talent who have borne a share in those political con-
tests which have finally led to the reconstruction
of the British governing and legislating bodies in
accordance with the ancient theory of the Constitu-
“tion.

This remarkable coalition Ministry is now in
power aud its existence is regarded by many as
marking a gTeat epoch in the political history of our
country, in which the old barriers of class and party
rivalry are seen to have at length given-way, super-
seded entirely by the new and purer principles of an
age of progress.



v PREFACE.

It is believed that, at such a period, a series of
Biographical and Historical Sketches of the Members
of the Government cannot fail to be valued as an
acceptable contribution to our current literature, and
a permanent record of an event which will probably
hereafter take a prominent place in the history of
Btitish politics. ~The work has been prepared with
care, and, it is confidently believed, will be found to
contain an accurate and impartial sketch of all the
distinguished Members of the Administration, now
united under the Earl of Aberdeen in conducting
the Government of the British Empire.

Loxpox, 4pril 18, 1853.
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THE BRITISH CABINET
IN 1853.

THE EARL OF ABERDEEN.

GrorGce HayirtoN Gorpon, fourth Earl of Aberdecn,
Viscount Formartin, Baron Haddo, Methlic, Tarves,
and Kellie, all in the Scottish peerage, created in 1682,
and first Viscount Gordon of Aberdeen, in the peerage
of the United Kingdom, created in 1814, was born at
-Edinburgh in 1784. His father, Lord Haddo, died
before he succeeded to the peerage, and the present Earl
himself succeeded to the honours of the family while
yet a minor, on the death of his grandfather in 1801.
The family is a very ancient one, having branched oft
from the Dukes of Gorden at an early period, though,
owing to the imperfection of the family records, which
were in great measure dispersed or destroyed during the
troubles in the north and wars of the Covenant, the
cxact period cannot be ascertained. Up to that time
the representatives of the house bore themselves stoutly
and bravely, as became feudal barons in those days,
fighting occasionally for the king, and obtaining their
share in those forfeitures and confiscations which pressed
so heavily upon the fortnnes of the Scottish barons, in
the turbulent annals of the Scottish kingdom. In the
year 1640, the family was represented by Sir John












THE EARL OF ABERDEEN. 11

the ¢ sixteen” who are without British titles. But in
1806 it was otherwise. The leading statesmen only, or
those families who had long played a conspicuous part
in the history of both countries, possessed English titles
_ as well as Scottish ones ; the candidates for the Scottish
election were consequently numerous, and it argued
no little merit in the youthful nobleman to have earned
for himself, in his twenty-second year, the votes of a
majority of his compeers. The honour once gained was
never afterwards lost. He retained the confidence of
his constituents till it pleased his sovereign to take him
out of the list of simple Scottish peems, by conferring on
him the title in the British peerage of Viscount Gordon.

When Lord Aberdeen entered political life, the pre-
vailing opinions of the day were what we are now
accustomed to call High Toryism. The Whig party,
which had been in the ascendant from the accession of
the house of Hanover till the beginning of the reign
of George IIL., had from that latter period been con-
demned to a long exclusion from influence and oftice,
and the breaking out of the French Revolution, with
all the horrors and atrocities consequent upon that
event, had still farther weakened the party, by detach-
ing from it varions influential names, who, frightened
by the overthrow of throne and aristocracy, believed
- that it was the duty of all good subjects to combine in
order to stay the rushing torrent of democracy. Itis
true, that just at the period of Lord Aberdeen’s entrance
into Parliament, a gleam of prosperity opened upon the
Whig party, by Mr Fox and Lord Grenville being called
to power on the death of Mr Pitt; but the decease of
the great Whig statesman speedily followed that of his
rival; and George III., taking advantage of some mis-
understanding on the subject of the Roman Catholic
claims, dismissed the Grey and Grenville ministry, which
had been reconstructed on Mr Fox’s death, and restored
the Tories to office with the Duke of Portland as Prime

























































380 THE EARL OF ABERDEEN.

Spanish queen, and a British squadron was stationed
off the north-east coast of Spain, where the civil war
was raging, to help the Constitutionalists, and to annoy
the Carlists by all the means in its power. ' This was
a clear departure from the principle of neutrality which
had regulated the conduct of Lord Aberdeen. He at-
tacked the intermeddling policy, as he called it, of Lord
Palmerston with great warmth, and with an acerbity
which seemed to savour of personal animosity. Dis-
cussions on this subject frequently took place ; the great
debate occurred in 1837, when the foreign policy of the
‘Whig Government was brought before both Houses 0i
Parliament. On that occasion Lord Aberdeen con-
demned the interference pursued by Lord Palmerston.
About this time an episode- geeurred in the political
life of the noble Earl which ofght not to be passed
over. The Church of Scotland was»in trouble, and
the Earl, as an attached member of that &hurch, under-
took to assist her out of her difficulty. Thé"fuuempt
was creditable, and we, doubt not was made in“all good
faith, but‘the result gave satisfaction to no party, and,
in Scotland at least, somewhat tarnished his name.
The difficulties of the Church arose from two sources,
the inadequacy of her machinery to deal with the over-
grown population, and the exclusion of the popular voice
in the appointment of the ministers to her parishes.
The first was the most pressing. Indeed, the latter
had been taken by her Church courts into their own
hands; and in the full belief that they had the power
to regulate all matters connected with the settlement of
ministers, the General Assembly of 1834 enacted, that
while the lay patrons of churches should retain their
right to present ministers, the communicants in a parish
should have the right to say whether or not they
approved of the choice; and, if they dissented, their
dissent, without cause shewn, should be conclusive as
to that particular appointment. There were not want-






32 THE EARL OF ABERDEEN,

the churches and that the Government should endow
them ; the fact that the people were at the expense of
erecting a church being in his eyes a sufficient guaran-
tee to the Government against any fear of its liberality
being abused, or of its being called upon to endow
wore churches than there was need for. But the
Whigs, who were then in power, looked on the matter
in a different light. They could not afford to offend the
Dissenters, who were, indeed, their chief supporters in the
Scotch burgh towns, and the Dissenters were bestirring
themselves with as much zeal against any grant of the
public money to the Established Church as Dr Chalmers
and his friends manifested to obtain it. Hence the -
Government were placed in a dilemma, and they did
what most men do in such circumstances—they tem-
porised ; they appointed a commission to go through all
the parishes of Scotland and inquire into the alleged
need of additional means of religious instruction, taking
into account, however — what Dr Chalmers and his
friends did not lay much stress on—the amount of
Church accommodation provided by the Dissenters.
The inquiry consumed some time—the report of the
commissioners was at best vague and indecisive; but
the end of the whole matter was, that, after a long and
angry and at times an exciting series of megotia-
tions, the Church got nothing. It was while matters
were yet in the balance, but inclining agaimst the
Church, that the Earl of Aberdeen introduced the
question into the House of Lords. In a speech re-
markable for the clear and lucid view it presented of a
question which, both in its principle and still more in
its techmical details, must have beem new to the
audience he addressed, he set forth the claims which
the Charch of Scotland had upon the Government, and
iu strong and pointed terms censured the evasive eourse
which the Government was following with regard to
her.

































THE EARL OF ABERDEEN. 43

president he took a considerable part in the proceed-
ings of that body; and in 1820 he contributed to the
interest of their transactions by exhibiting the house-
hold book of James I., containing various details of the
domestic economy of that period. In 1822 he appeared
before the world as an author, having published a work
on Grecian architecture, a subject on which he had be-
stowed much thought and research, and in which he
was led to break a lance against Burke’s theory of the
association of ideas, in his well-known essay *‘ On the
Sublime and Beautiful.” It must be owned, however,
that the work has not superseded the “ essay” in public
estimation.

In person Lord Aberdeen is rather above the middle
size, and of a spare figure, and equally plain and
sedate in his garb and bearing. His style of speaking
is grave and dignified, with a dash of formality; and
his tones are somewhat monotonous. Upon the whole,
he is a speaker who never fails to command the atten-
tion of the House, but who is listened to rather for the
value and importance of his matter than for the graces
of his manner.






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MR GLADSTONE. 2389

a sort of under-current of thought, which insensibly
modifies its sharpness, and blunts its edge. It ought
to be added, however, that his later speeches have been
singularly free from this defect ; he has shewn himself
more of the practical statesman and less of the school-
man. As a model of eloquence he is undoubtedly, next
to Macaulay, the most finished orator in the House of
Commons.
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iieve him of snch arduons

" iister, appointed the Earl of

' 15 of the Treasury. This was

. e noble earl's public life, and,

~ . iis connexion with that illustrions

redly will rank the highest in our

A dissolution followed, and Lord

vecond time returned, without opposi-

.it the southern division of the county

J.  The gencral result, however, of the

. country, though very favourable, and of

are consequence to the Conservatives, was

.cntly conspicuous to enable them to turn the

.cd but still powerful phalanx which met them

vy point, beat them in division after division, and

: them from office in less than two months after

.liament re-assembled. In April 1835 we again

ad Lord Lincoln and his friends on the left hand of

ihe Speaker, and Lord Melbourne, Lord Palmerston,

Lord John Russell, and lesser luminaries, on the Trea-

sury benches. With recruited ranks, an able leader, a

weak ministry, and phlegmatic electors, the conflict was

renewed at more equal odds by thc men who repre-

sented the landed interest, and another turn of the

wheel retrieved the fortune of the game. Meanwhile,

William IV. was carried to the tomb, and with a new

Sovereign a new Parliament was called, and Lord Lin-

coln for the third time received, without challenge, the

confidence of his constituents. The judicious absti-

nence which Sir R. Pecl displayed, when in 1839 a more

eager love of office would have tempted him to seize

the prize, consolidated the bonds of party, which he

had been so earnestly and yet carefully preparing, and

contributed in no small degree to the crowning triumph

of the general election of 1841. Figures best convey

an estimate of political strength—an axiom to which

all sagacious whippers-in will unreservedly subscribe—
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SIR WILLIAM MOLESWORTH. 275

out a blessing, of the colonies which are compelled to
endure it. The last occasion on which Sir W. Molesworth
‘brought this most important of all social questions to the
colonists before the House of Commons was on the 20th
of May 1851, when he moved an address to her Majgsty
for the discontinuance of transportation to Van Diemen’s
Land. The debate was then brought to a premature
close by the House being counted out.

Gifted with inexhaustible patience, indomitable appli-
cation, great keenness of perception, and a prodigious
memory, it is not the wont of the right honourable

_ baronet to quit any subject he once takes in hand until
he has completely mastered its principles and its details,
His set speeches on colonial reform, in particular, are
consequently essays, crammed with all the information
necessary to be brought to bear upon the question, but
they are never tediously diffuse, and in print may be
rcad with more interest than they are listened to, &
thing which cannot be predicated of House of Commons
oratory in general. His maxims with regard to the re-
lation subsisting between the mother country and the
colony, and the relative duties of each to the other, are
just and enlightened ; and the best proof that they are
80 is the direction which legislation for our settlements
abroad has taken in recent times, under the successive
administrations of Lord John Russell, the Earl of
Derby, and the Government of which he is now a
member. In the debates upon other questions than
those enumerated his name has seldom appeared; but
the divisions of the House of Commnons have uniformly
placed him in the lobby sleng with his old coadjutors
in the work of reform. :




































' THE EARL OF CLARENDON.

Georce WiLLian Frepgrick ViLLiees, Earl of Claren-
don, and Baron Hyde, her Majesty’s principal Secretary
of State for Foreign Affairs, was born on the 26th of
- January 1800, and is therefore now in the fifty-fourth
_year of his age. He married, on the 3d of June 1849,
Lady Catherine Barham, the eldest danghter of the Earl
of Verulam, and relict of the late John Barham, Esq.,
by whom he has issue several children. He traces
his descent from Edward Hyde, the Lord Chancellor
Clarendon of Charles IL’s reign, through the grand-
daughter of Henry, last Earl of Clarendon and Roches-
ter of that line, who married the Honourable Thomas
Villiers, of the house of Villiers, Earl of Jersey, which
Thomas Villiers was afterwards created Earl of Claren-
don, with remainder to the male issue of that wife, or,
in default, to heirs male of her body. From this mar-
riage the present earl is descended, having succeeded
as fourth earl on the decease of his uncle in December
1888. His seats are the Grove, Watford, Herts; Pen-
line Castle, Carmarthenshire; and Hindon, Wilts, The
Honourable C. P. Villiers, Judge-Advocate, and M.P.
for Wolverhampton, is his brother.

It is not unworthy of note, that the title first en-
joyed by Sir Edward Hyde was derived from a spacious
park near Salisbury, formerly the site of a royal palace,
but better known as the place where Henry IL, in
1164, summoned the great conncil of peers and pre-
lates, from which emanated the celebrated * Constitu-
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Carlist General Zumalacarregui, in 1835, for establish-
ing a cartel for a regular exchange of prisoners and
generally humanising the system of warfare, were not
long observed by either of the belligerent parties. In-
deed, after a while, the feelings of mutunal hatred which
that treaty had somewhat dammed up broke forth with
increased fury, and both sides vied with each other in
the cruelties they perpetrated. That the war did not
become one of actual extermination was chiefly due to
the unceasing exertions of Mr Villiers to enforce upon
the Christinos especially, the impolicy of carrying out
the lex talionis, and the necessity of conducting their
military operations according to the practice of civilised
nations. The liberal party in. Spain looked to our
minister with infinitely more hope and confidence than
to their own Government; and so popular was his
excellency with the inhabitants of Madrid and the
urban militia, that more than once he had to retire
from the city for a day or two to avoid the friendly
manifestations which were prepared for him, and which
it would have hardly comported with the dignity of his
office to receive. Whilst steadily devoting himself to
the enforcement of the principles of humanity in the
conduct of the war, and the accomplishment of the
objects of the quadruple treaty, his excellency never for
an instant lost sight of other aims equally high and in
conformity with the maxims and the policy of the
British Government. It was through his efforts that
we were successful in negotiating a treaty® with Spain
for the more effectual abolition of the slave trade in the
Spanish colonies, a measure to which the Governments
of Spain had until then steadily refused to listen. This
treaty was hailed with delight by the. philanthropists of
England. It was honourably mentioned in a conspi-
cuous paragraph in the king’s speech on the opening of
Parliament in 1836, and in the same session was for-
mally sanctioned as an act of the Imperial Legislature,
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gary. For were the northern powers to withdraw their
support and aid from Don Carlos, the war would be at
an end. But let me ask the noble marquis upon what
grounds he says the Spaniards would have yielded?
Does he draw his deduction upon that point from his-
tory, or experience, or his knowledge of Spanish
character? He must have strangely confused them if
he thinks what he says, for I can tell him that neither
threats nor protocols of foreign powers would have any
more influence upon Spaniards than they would upon
Englishmen, and their only result would be to unite all
classes of Spaniards in one bond of resistance to the
powers by which their nationality was menaced. True
it is that the combined armies of Europe might march
into Spain, and establish there any system of govern-
ment that a congress of sovereigns might think fit to
decree ; but is the noble marquis prepared to resort to
such an expedient ? Or, if he were, does he think the
powers of Europe would be prepared to march with him ?
Or, if they were, does he think the government they
had set up in Spain would endure one hour after the
last foreign soldier had crossed the frontier? I have
some experience of that country, and the noble marquis
may take my word, that the unsolicited intervention of
foreigners in the political institutions of Spaniards will
always be a miserable failare. * And so it ought to be,
and greatly it redounds to the honour of Spaniards that
it should be so. . .. . . . . I believe, however, the
noble marquis will admit that the papers on your lord-
ships’ table prove that British agency was well directed,
and productive of good results as regards the mitigation
of the civil war in Lower Arragon, and that through our
means much human suffering was diminished, and many
lives spared; and thus, through the intervention of
Her Majesty’s Government, & state of things has been
brought about quite as important, and quite as much
called for as that which the Eliot convention established.

it
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was ambitious of it.” The following extract from the
same admirable oration is stamped in every thought
and sentence with the essertial characteristics of the
highest order of parliamentary eloquence. For strict
accuracy of statement, profound insight of character,
and convincing argumentation, it might form part of a
brilliant chapter in-a history of the period :—

“In the speech of the noble marquis last year, he
east a great and undeserved slur upon Spaniards, by
assuming that they feel disgust at the free institutions
endeavoured to be forced upon them. The noble mar-
quis, from the whole tenour of his speech, meant to
convey the idea—the absolutely erroneous idea—that
the attempt to force these institutions upon Spaniards
was made by Her Majesty’s Government; and as so
much bas been said respecting Spain, and so little that
.is really accurate is known, it may be matter of interest,
if not of importance, to the people of this country to
know what those institutions were likely to effect for
Spaniards—what their feeling is towards them—and
what interest England has in the success of the queen’s
cause. My lords, there is no greater error than to
suppose that Spaniards are unfit for freedom, or averse
to a liberal form of government. Their own municipal
institutions are the freest and most popular in the world.
They existed in Spain when the feudal system obtained
in the rest of Europe. Although we have heard much -
lately in this House respecting municipal institutiens,
and certainly they are not here spoken of with much
veneration, I consider them as the best trainers for
freedom, and the system which renders men the most
fit to be entrusted with liberty. It is certainly true
that Spain has for centuries been under the double yoke
of a kingly and a priestly despotism, with all the train
of degradation and corruption that they bring with
them. But it is true that she has seized the first oppor-
{unity of emancipating herself, and the sacrifices to
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by the vilest system of espionage; when knowledge
was criminal, and the universities were closed, and
colleges for bull-fighters opened. Let any one compare
such a system with the one which prevails now, im-
perfect as it is in many points. But it has produced
popular representation, free discussion, and a free press.
These have produced what was impossible before—
public opinion ; and that has in a great measure cor-
rected what was inevitable under the government of
Ferdinand—corruption. The consequences of this are,
that life and property—(except in those parts afflicted
by the civil war)—are more secure ; that the revenues
of Spain are more than one-half greater than.they were
ever known to be before; that an enormous class of
proprietors has been created by the sale of national
property ; that capital flows into more wholesome and
useful channels ; that education makes rapid advances,
and agriculture is advancing ; and notwithstanding all
the horrors.of war, Spain is at this moment laying a
foundation for future prosperity, incalculably more solid
than at the time when, for her misfortune, she dis-
covered America, and lost all stimulus to future exertion.
My lords, I am aware that this account may appear to
- be exaggerated ; but I say nothing but what I know,
and I say it under all the responsibility that should
attach to any statement deliberately made to your lord-
ships. Such is the state of things now in Spain, and I
think it requires no extraordinary degree of intelligence
to discover how that -state is likely to become advan-
tageous to us, and whether it is not probable we shall
. gain more from Spain liberalised than under the abso-
lute government of Ferdinand. The noble marquis, in
the speech to which I have alluded, inquires, what com-
mercial advantages we have gained in return for our
alliance. My Lords, it is the first time I have ever
heard the alliance of Great Britain treated as & market-
able commodity, and I think that the feeling of this
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tive system ounght to meet with ; but I have also seen
that opposition, when danger was imminent, lay aside
all party spirit and, so far from endeavouring fac-
tiously to embarrass the government, rally round it,
and unite as onme man against the common danger by
which the country was threatened. I say, then, that
Spaniards know how to appreciate the value, and to
enter into the spirit of representative government.
Then, in Spain, the press is as free and unshackled as
in England—the conduct of the government and of every
public functionary is canvassed with the utmost sever-
ity—and juries are as unwilling to check the liberty or,
it may be, the licentiousness of the press in Spain as
they are in England. I say, then, my lords, that if
such is the use which Spaniards make of their new
institutions, the noble marquis is no more justified in
saying that Spaniards have a disgust for their institu-
tions than he has to charge Her Majesty’s ministers
with having promoted political changes in that country,
or to say that our policy in Spain led to the Canadian
revolt, and the occupation of Algiers by the French ; for
such are the somewhat startling assertions to be found
in the noble marquis’s speech of last ycar. My lords, I
opine that we have never, directly or indirectly, interfered
with the political changes that have taken place in Spain.
But I do say that it is natural that our sympathies and
good wishes should be enlisted on the side of a country
struggling to rescue itself from oppression and degrada-
tion, and to recover its lost place among the nations of
Europe. It is not only our sympathies, however, that
should be enlisted in behalf of Spain ; for I believe that
a nation ought not to have sympathies, but should be
guided by its interests; and I say that we have an
enormous interest in the triumph of ‘the queen’s cause
—first, because it is by that triumph alonc that the
peninsula can cver be tranquil, and enjoy and impart
the blessings that tranquillity briugs with it ; next, be-
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(although I may have done it in a feeble and an ineffec-
tual manner) the opinion which, by close observation, I
have conscientiously formed of that brave and generous,
but, in this country, much misrepresented people.”

The popularity which the Earl of Clarendon had
earned for himself in Spain did not cease with the ter-
mination of his diplomatic eareer at Madrid ; and as soon
as the speech above quoted reached the peninsula, a
gold medal was struck in his honour for this additional
service to the eause of constitntional freedom in that
country. A meeting was also held at the house of
General Quiroga, at which the oration was ordered to
be translated into the Spanish language and pat into
the most extensive circulation, and subsequently it was
determined to present the noble earl with a valuable
work of art.

In 1839 the Earl of Clarendon accepted the office of
Lord Privy Seal in the Melbourne Government, and in
1840 was made Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.
He continued to be a cabinet minister until the retire-
ment of the Whigs, and the advent of Sir Robert Peel

-and the Conservatives to power, in September 1841.
Having at all times been favourable to the principles of
free-trade, the noble earl gave the commercial policy of
the new government a cordial and hearty support. And
when, in 1846, that crowning act of legislation, the
total and entire repeal of the Corn Law, was under
discussion in the House of Lords, he accompanied his
vote for the measure with a speech of great ability and
power. In that speech he said, he had no new opinions
to advance, nor old ones to retract, having rarely missed
an opportunity since he had had a seat in that House of
stating what he conscientiously thought were the mis-
chievous effects of protection in any shape, and of ex-
pressing his hope and belief that the time was rapidly
approaching when the Corn Laws must be abolished,
We give two brief extracts only :—
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stances, since that time, have been precisely reversed,
and that upon all questions affecting our great com-
mercial interests we have had a Government possessing
the power to do good, and an opposition without the
will to thwart them. During these last four years Sir
Robert Peel has never ceased to speak in language in-
telligible to those who did not wilfally deceive them-
selves. Such persons alone can have believed that the
broad principles of commercial policy laid down by him
on every occasion were inapplicable to the Corn Laws,
and that when he threw wide open the gates of free-
trade, he did so only for the admission of colonial asses,
and drugs, and furniture woods, and & few hats and
boots, and resolutely intended to close them against the
most important of all commodities,—the food of our
rapidly increasing and always under-fed population !
. « « . Although,” he concluded, * we may, for some
time to come, expect in other countries a continuance
of those errors which in our own are gradually yielding
to knowledge and experience, yet, the universal ten-
dency must be towards a freer interchange of the re-
spective productions of different countries, and towards
a recognition of the principle that low duties are always
most profitable to the revenue. In fact, the whole
system by which human intercourse has hitherto been
80 mischievously obstructed is fast crumbling away, and
is about to find its level among a host of other exploded
fallacies and antiquated superstitions. As for ourselves,
impelled as we are by the necessity of penctrating into
new markets, and of providing an increased demand for
our increasing powers of production, we are about to
adopt a policy which other countries will and must
follow, not a8 a concession to us, but for their own in-
terests; a policy by which we shall extend the inter-
course of nations, and carry into execution that law of
God by which men are destined to be of mutual assist-
ance to each other, but by which, above all, we shall
U
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earl, znd Yir Timmpbmm defente friznd e nizs
emploved an the sxivjenl prfizioe of T 3ry a SCY-
ject for socpe of their mom ITmroE critmrres Op
the accessicm o€ th+ Ex? of Ierdr oo 1 premisst™
in 1852, the Y23 of Cipzmde wes surmeslel 3 e
government of Ir<ixnd vt Tod of Timiey s il
upon the breakirs-ry of ithas mirisrT. tbe frercim
of the Aberdeen Pypessl] exbimer, the sriwugpers so-
render by Lord Joém Pusse” of the Forefi— Depzrrmems,
and kis aceeptance of 2 st I the aabinxg whnat
ofice, the Earl of Clarendcn moor"td the spprimtment
of Her Majests's principal Secretary of Sczix fir Frovim
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this capacity, we have had the satisfaction <f seeing
him eagaged in friendly intererssion with foreimn po-
tentates on behalf of opyressed pesple. The recent
infquitous sequestrationz of the property of Sardinian
citizens by the Aunstrisa amthorities 2 Lombardy, have,
at the request of the fardimian Government., drawn
forth strosg represestations from the noble earl to the
Cabinet of Vienna uwpon the subject. He al=o followed
up the remonstrances of his predecessors to the Grand
Duke of Tusesay in favour of the Madiai, condemned to
suffer a long term of imprisonment for “ conscience’
sake,” but now, at length, through the intervention of
saccessive English governments, happily set free.
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a calm, clear, and level style, proceeds to expound: his
views. His strength lies in his good sense, in his sound
judgment, in the perspicuity of his arguments, and in a
graceful diction, with a clear and not unmueical voice,
that lends a charm to his address. From the resources
_of a well-stored mind, enriched with extensive reading,
digested by much thought and experience, he has always
at his command abundance of illustrations ; and when
he rises, the listener may be sure of hearing the question
fully discussed, the arguments of his opponents stated
with fairness and met with moderation, and his own
views urged with clearness, with power, and with
ample illustrations drawn from the varied storehouse of
history and experience. It is obvious, however, that
Lord Granville's talents are more adapted for the council
chamber than for the senate house, and that while
his rhetorical powers do not rise above a respectable
mediocrity, his administrative abilities, his sound sense,
and his readiness of resource in difficulties, render him
a valuable councillor and minister of state.
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no more. Hence his opposition to the Papal aggres-
sion, when Lord Aberdeen and others were inclined to
allow that act of a foreign prince to pass without re-
monstrance. In these times, when questions partaking
of a partly religious and political character are likely
to come frequently before the legislature, it is of some
importance to the nation that it possesses in the Duke
of Argyll a statesman who has so thoroughly studied
and so completely mastered those deeply interesting
. questions.
It remains only to add, that the Duke of Argyll
married, in 1844, the eldest daughter of the Duke of
Sutherland, by whom he has several children.
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Admiralty, and held it for four years. While in this
position, the important duty devolved upon him of
moving, explaining, and defending the estimates for
the navy in the House of Commons, as the first
Lord of the Admiralty was during the whole of his
official career a member of the House of Lords. His
conduct while in that office gave general satisfaction ;
his verbal expositions of the state of the navy were not
perhaps very clear, but his accounts were arranged in a
‘lucid and methodical manner, and the reforms which,
-from time to time, he effected in that department, shewed
that he possessed considerable administrative skill. It
-was, therefore, to the surprise of many persons when,
in 1839, Sir Charles, following the lead of his brother-
in-law, Lord Howick, who at that time held the office
of Secretary at War, resigned his appointment, and left
-the Whig ministry.

.. There was no particular quarrel that led to this re-
‘gignation. It was the last of a series of defections that
had been taking place among the friends and supporters
of the Melbourne cabinet from the first formation to
that time. The alliance or quasi union that bad taken
. place between the Government and Mr O’Connell—then
in the height of his popalarity in Ireland, while he was
in the same degree disliked in this country—had offended
many sincere Whigs; and one and another of them
dropped off from the ranks of the ministerial supporters,
and approached, with more or less of reluctance, to the
ranks of the Conservatives, then rapidly forming into
& compact body under the influence of Sir Robert Peel.
The eatastrophe to be expected from this state of things
-had issned in the course of the preceding session, when
.the ministry, beaten in an attempt to suspend the con-
stitution of Jamaica, in consequence of the assembly of
‘that island having in an obstinate fit stopped the sup-
plies, resigned office, but were reealled s few days after-
wards, in conseauence of Sir Robert Peel refusing to
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strikes by its justness, and amuses by its homeliness.
In this respect, though in few others, he resembles Mr
Cobden. He has neither his fluency of speech, his
short, nervous, idiomatic phrases, nor that marvellous
grasp of his subject which the Anti-Corn-Law leader
possesses ; but, like him, he delights in finding illustra-
tions and analogies on subjects that are drawn from
common life, and which, therefore, come home to the
feelings of every one of his audience.

THE END,
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