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®ESMIMONIAL.

eg0lVed, That the thanks of the Carpenters’
Company of the City and County of Phila-
delphia, be and are hereby tendered to

RIGHARD K. BEMTS,

For compiling the excellent pamphlet for distri-
bution to our Centennial visitors.

Tros. F. SHUSTER,

President.
‘WALTER ALLISON,

Vice President.
GE0. WaTSON,

Secretary.
PHILADELPHIA,
January 17th, 1877.
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GARPENTERS’ DALL

AND ITS

Dismoric MEMORIES.

WHEN we survey this quaint old building, situ-
ated at the head of Carpenters’ Court, on Chestnut
street, between Third and Fourth streets, and
consider that when erected it stood beyond the
outskirts of the city, we cannot but admire the
public spirit of its founders.

The Carpenters’ Company, of the City and
County of Philadelphia, is one of the oldest
Associations of Pennsylvania, being instituted
about forty years after the settlement of the pro-
vince by William Penn, and maintaining an un-
interrupted existence from the year 1724. Among
its early members were many prominent in colo-
nial history, and whose architectural tastes are
impressed upon buildings that yet remain, memo-
rials of that early day.

The object of the Association, as expressed in
its Act of Incorporation, was to obtain instruction

T T TN









[

The officers consisted of a Master, Assistants,
and Wardens, and the meetings were occasionally
held at their houses, but most generally at the
“Masters,” where the books belonging to their
library were deposited. The records show an
early attention to the erection of a Hall, but it
was not until after an existence of forty years that
these efforts were crowned with success.

The Hall was erected in 1770, amid the excite-
ment in the public mind occasioned by the per-
sistent attempt of the ‘“Mother country” to “bind
the colonies in all cases whatsoever,” which re-
sulted in a general demand for a union of the
colonies.

The State House being used by the existing
government, the Hall of the Company became the
great centre of the gatherings of our patriotic
citizens, whether to petition for a redress of griev-
ances, or for the assertion of their rights. Almost
all the “Town Meetings” of that eventful period
were held on the lawn in front or within its walls.
It began thus early to be used for civil purposes.
The “town meeting” of 1774, demanding the con-
vening of the Assembly, met therein, and sent
therefrom their committee to Governor Penn,
whose reply was read on their return that “he saw
no necessity for calling the Assembly together,”
which was undauntedly met by the appointment
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Was he personally acquainted with all the

members of Congress?
" He was personally acquainted with them.

In what estimation were the Congress held ?

In the highest veneration imaginable by all
ranks and orders of men.

Was an implicit obedience rendered to the re-
solves of Congress?

He believed that was the case.

How many men had been raised in the province
of Pennsylvania?

Twenty thousand effective men.

Of what rank, quality or condition were they?

Men of the most respectable character in the
province.

Were they capable of making gunpowder ?

They perfectly understood it.

Could they make saltpetre ?

It was done with success.

Were the Americans expert in shipbuilding ?

More so than the Europeans.
~ Did the witness think that the language of Con-

gress expressed the sense of the people?

As far as Pennsylvania was concerned he was
certain it was the case.

Did the Delegates to Congress fully represent
the wishes of the people?

He had no doubt of it.






























4y

possessed no legal force, yet never were laws more
faithfully observed.

It is worthy of note that the Bill of Rights
adopted by this Congress, and their summary of
the violations of those rights were, two years after-
ward recapitulated in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

There was a chivalrous disregard of self, in the
prompt and energetic approbation of the measures
of Massachusetts, which history rarely discloses
among a temperate and calculating people; and
in approval of the resolutions of the County of
Suffolk, “that no obedience was. due from that
province to such acts, but should be rejected as
the attempt of a wicked administration to enslave
America.”

In Carpenters’ Hall, also, met on 18th of June,
1776, a convention which exercised 2 controlling
influence on the question of Indevendence.

The Assembly of Pennsylvania had appointed
their delegates under the following “instructions:”

“We strictly enjoin you, that you, on behalf of
this Colony, desist from and utterly reject, any
proposition, should such be made, that may cause,
or lead to a separation from our Mother Country
or a change in the form of government.” Hence
che delegates of Pennsylvania did not give their
votes in Congress “for establishing government
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Arp waEgeas, The obligations of allegiance, being reciprocal
between a king and his subjects, are now dissolved, on the side of
the Colonists, by the despotism of the said king, in as much that
it now appears that loyalty to him is treason against the people of
this country.

Anp wHEREAS, Not only the Parliament, but there is reason to
believe many of the people of Great Britain, have connived at the
aforesaid arbitrary and unjust proceedings against us.

Axp wHEREAS, The public virtue of the Colony so essential to
its liberty and happiness, must be endangered by a future political
union with or dependence upon a crown and nation so lost to
justice, patriotism, and magnanimity. We, the deputies of the
people of Pennsylvania, assembled in full Provincial Conference
for forming a plan for executing the resolve of Congress of the 15th
of May last, for suppressing all authority in this province derived
from the crown of Great Britain, and for establishing a govern-
ment on the authority of the people anly, now, in this public man-
ner, in behalf of ourselves, and with the approbation, cousent,and
authority of our constituents, unanimously declare our willingness
to concur in a vote of Congress declaring the United Colonies Free
and Independent States, provided the forming the govornment
and the regulation of the internal affairs of this Colony be always
reserved to the people of this Colony ; and we do further call upon
the nations of Europe, and appeal to the Great Arbiter and gov-
ernor of the empires of this world, to witness for us, that this
Declaration Act does not originate in ambition or in an impatience
of lawful authority, but that we were driven to it in obedience to
the first principles of nature, by the oppressions and cruelties of
the aforesaid king and Parliament of Great Britain, as the only
possible measure that was left us to preserve and establish our
liberties and to transmit them inviolate to our posterity.

It was signed by eighty-five deputies, and de-
livered by their President to Congress. They also
patriotically determined to act for their constitu
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grew all the thunders of the Revolution, where
the most momentous issues were decided, and
historic incidents cluster in profusion around its
early memories. Still, without desiring to shade
one feeling of regard for the venerable “Hall of
Independence,” where the indentures which bound
the infant nation to the Mother Country were can-
celled, and its bonds burst asunder, and from
whence it stepped forth “free and independent
among the nations of the earth.” Yet,in “Car-
penters’ Hall” was its first breath of existence,
its first buddings into life, and the first outstretch-
ing of its strengthening arms, and may it stand
in its simple grandeur, sacred as the Birthplace of
the Nation, until the name of Liberty shall be
lost in the chaos of Time.



