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PART SECOND.

:DIALOGUES
§ /o-;g-;;/ OF THE |

“MODERNS.

LEGER axp EBROIN.

DIALOGUE I

A retived and private lifz bath no charms for an ambi-
fions man.

EBROIN, - ‘
OTIS my confolation, under my misfottunes, to
find you'ins this folitude.

' LEGER,

Fagain dm forty to fee you in it; for ’tis of no be-
nefit for aman to be in it againft his will.

BBROIN.

Whyfo? do you defpair of my converfion ? your
advice and example may poflibly make me better than
you think. you, wld are {6 charitable, fhould cer-
sainly take fome care of me in this recefs.

Az



4 LEGER AND EBROIN,

LEGER.

T am put here for no other end, but that T may
meddle with nothing: 1 have enongh to do, when J
have myfelf to reform. .

EBROIN,

How! upon entering into folitude, does one re-
nounce charity ? )

LEGER.

Notatall. I fhall pray for you.

EBROIN,

O} 1 poy fee it plainly. you gjve me up as one

unworthy of your inftructions : but you don’t do me

Jjoftice. I confefs I was unwilling to come hither;
but now, that I am come, I am well enough fatisfied
tg be here. this is the moft beautiful defart one cap
fee. do you not admire thofe ftreams cafcading from
the mountains ; thofe craggy rocks, partly covered
with mofs; thofe trees which appear as ancient as the
earth they {tand on? nature has here a certain favage
frightfulnefs, which affords agreeable reveries.

LEGER. )

All that is quite infipid to one who hath a tafte for
ambition, and who hath not loft his paffion for vain
things. a man muft have an innocent and quiet
sind, to be affefted with thofe rural beauties.

EBROIN,

But I was weary of the world, and its cares, when

¥ was placed here.



REGER AND EBROIN," s
LEGER.

Tt appears you were very weary of it, fecing you
left it by force.

EBROIN,

1 fhould never have had the courage to leave it
voluntarily, and yet I was quite farfeited of it.

LEGER,

Surfeited, like a man who wonld gladly retorn to
it, and feeks only a door to go in again. I know you
well enough; fo ’tis in vain to diffemble; confefs
your pain; and be honeft at leaft.

EBROIN,

But, holy Prelate, were you and I to return to the
helm of affairs, we thould do an infinite deal of good.
we would fopport each other in the defence of vir-
toe, and bear down, in concert, whatever thould op-

pofe us.
LEGER.

Be as confident of yourfelf as you pleafe from your
paft experience; feek pretexts to gratify yoor paffi-
ons, as forme, who have been here longer than you,
I have had time to learn diffidence in myfelf, and in
the world. that ungrateful world hath once deceived
me; but never fhall deceive me a fecond time. I en-
deavonred to do it gbod; it returned:me nothing but
evil: I meant to affift a well-defigning queen ; they
turned her authority into contempt, and obliged her-
felf to retire, they reftored me to my liberty, while
they thought to put'me under confinement. too hap-
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py am I to have nothing more to do, but to die in
peace in this defart.
EBROIN,

But you don’t confider, that, if we will again unite
our intercits, we have it in our power to become abfo-
lute mafters.

LEGER.

Madters of what? of the fea, the winds, and the
waves? no, after fhipwreck, I'll embark no more. do
you go back, and pufh your fortune, torment yourfelf,
run all hazards, perith in the flower of your age! in
order to difturb the world, and to get a name, be un-
happy in this life, and damned in the next : you well
deferve it, fince yon cannot be at reft.

EBROIR.

But how ! is it really true that you no longer des
fire preferment? is ambition quite extinguifhed in the
inmoft receffes of your heart?

LEIGER.

Would you believe me if I told you ?

C EBROTN,

Truly I much doubt it; and fo‘fhould have great

difficulty. forame ..
LEGER.

‘Theit T will' not tell you. one may ﬁwellfplk
wthedeaf. neither the infinite troubles of profperity,
northe fucceeding rigours of adverfs fortune, havebeen
#ble to- cure you: go, return to court, re-affume the
Helm; be the world’s corfe, and find your own it it.



E D W A R D

THE BLACK PRINCE OF WALES,

ANDP

R.I‘CH A R D,

HIS SON.

DIALOGUE II
The charaller of @ weak prince.

EDWARD.
LAS! my dear fon, I fee thee again \mh for-
row. Iexpe@ed a longer life for thee, and a
bappier reign. what has made thy death fo fodden ?
#aft thon committed the fame fanit with me, and rain-
ed thy health by an excefs of fatigue in the war sgsinft
France?
RICHARD.

No, father: my health never failed; other mif-

fortunes have put an end to my life.
BPWARD.

How then, hgs fome traitor embrued his hands
in thy blood? if fo, England, which has nat forget
me, will revenge thy death.

RICHARD,

Alas! father, gll England was in cancert to dif-
grace, to degrade, to deftroy me.

’



8 EDWARD AND EICHARDy
EDWARD,

O Heaven! who could have believed it? whom
fhall one henceforth truft? but what haft thou done,
my fon ? haft thou been no way to blame? come now,
tell truth to thy father.

. . RICHARD.

Tomy father! they fay you are not he; and that

I am fon to a canon of Bourdeaux.
EDWARD,

That is what no man can anfwer for; but I can-
not believe it. it is not, fure, thy mother’s conduét
that gives the people fuch 2 notion ; but it muft be
thine, that makes them talk fo.

’ RICHARD,

They faid I prayed likea canon; that I could nei-
ther preferve authority over the people, exercife juf
tice, nor make war.

EDWARD.

O my child ! and wasall that true? thou hadft bet-
ter been all thy days a monk at Weltminfter, than fil-
led the throne with fo much contempt.

RICHARD,

I had good intentions ; I fet good example, and
fometimes thewed fpirit enough. for inftance, I caufed
my uncle, the duke of Gloucefter, to be feized and exe-
cuted, when he was rallying all the malecontents againft
me, and would have dethroned me, had I not prevent-
ed him,



EDWARD AXD RICHARD, 9
EDWARD. :

‘That was a bold ftroke, and pethaps neceflary ; for
T knew my brother to be a diffembling, artful, enter-
prizing man, an enemy to lawful authority, and fitto
rally a dangerous party. but, my fon, hadft thou given
him mo handle againft thee ? befides, was that ftep pru-
dent enough? and didft thou fupport it foutly

RICHARD,

The duke of Gloucefter accufed me of being too
much attached to theFrench, our nation’s enemies. my -
marriage with the daughter of Charles V1. of France,
afforded the duke the means of alienating the hearts of
the Englifh from me.

EDWARD.

How, my fon ! didft thou render thyfelf fufpected
by thy friends for an alliance with the irreconcilable
enemies of England? and what didft thou get by that
marriage ? haft thou joined Poitoux and Touraine to
Guienne, and fo united all oor French dominions as
far as Normandy ?

RICHARD.

By nomeans. but I thought it good to have out of

England a fopport againit the faQious Englith.
IDWARD.

O! curfeof the kingdom! O! difgrace to the royal
family! thou goeft to fupplicate help from thine ene-
mies, whofe great intereft it ever will be to bring down
thy power. thou wouldft eftablifh thy reign, by efpouf-

' B



10 BDWARD AND RICHARD,

ing interefts contrary to the greatnefs of thy own na-
tion. thou art not contented with being beloved by thy
fubjefts; thou wanteft to be feared as an enemy, who
combines with foreigners, in order to opprefs them,
alas! where are now thofe golden days, when [ put the
king of France to flight in the plains of Crefly, purpled
with the blood of thirty thoufand Frenchmen, and took
another king of that nation at the gates of Poitiers! O
how times are changed | no, Ino longer wonder at thy
being taken for a canon’s fon. but who was it dethron-
ed thee?

RICHARD.

Earl Derby. A
EDWARD.

How ? did he raife an army? did he win a battle ?
RICHARD.

Neither. he was in France on account of a quarre}
with the grand marthal, for which I had expelled him
thekingdom. thearchbifhop of Canterbury went over
fecretly, and invited him to enter into a confpiracy. he
pafled through Bretany, arrived at London when I was
not there, and found the people ready to rife. moft of
the feditious took arms: their troops amounted to fixty
thoufand men. every aid forfook me; the earl came
and found me in a caftle, wherein I had fhut myfelf up.
he had the boldne(s to enter almoft alone; fo that I
might then have deftroyed him.

EDWARD.

Why didft thou not do it, wretch 2
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RICHARD,

Becaufe the people, whom I faw on all fides in arms,

would bave butchered me.
EDWARD,
And had it not been better to have died like a man
of courage?
RICHARD,
There was moreover an omen which deterred me.
EDWARD.

‘What was that?

RICHARD, .

My bitch, which before would never fawn upon any
but myfelf, forfook me inftantly to fawn upon the earl.
1 faw plainly what that fignified, and I'told the earl as
much, ‘ ’

EDWARD,

O fignal fimplicity! fo a dog difpofed of thy an-
thority, thy honour, thy life, and decided the fate of
all England. what didft thou then ?

RICHARD,

1 prayed the earl to put me in fafety from the fury
of the people.

EDWARD,

Alas! nothing more was wanting to thy infamy,
but to beg thy life of the ufurper, did he give it thee
however?

RICHARD.
Yes, at firft. he fhut me up in the Tower, where
B a
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1 might have lived comfortably enough. but my friends
did me more hurt than my enemies; for they attempt-
ed to rally, in order to refcue me from my captivity,
and to pull down the ufurper. then, indeed, he was
forced to difpatch me; but he had no inclination to
be guilty of my death.
EDWARD.

A complete misfortune indeed! my fon is weak
and unequal: his virtue, ill fupported, renders him
contemptible: he makes an alliance with bis enemies,
and provokes his fubje@s to rife againft him: he fore-
fees not the gathering ftorm: his courage fails the mo-
ment he is attacked: he lofes opportunities of punifh-
ing the ufurper: bhe cowardly begs his life, and does
not obtainit. O heavens! you fport with the glory of
princes, and with the profperity of ftates. fuch is the
grandfon of Edward, who conquered Philip, and laid
wilte his kingdom! and fuch is my fon ! the fon of
him who took king Jobn, and made France and Spaig
sregpble,



CHARLES VIL

AND

Jj O H N
DUKE OF BURGUNDY.

. DIALOGUE III.
Cruclty and perfidy, infiead of lefening, increafe dangers.

BURGUNDY.
O W, that all our affairs are over, and we bave
no more concern among(t the living, prithee,
let us talk a little coolly. why didft thou canfe me to
beaffaffinated? a dauphin to be guilty of fuch treachery.
" to his own blood, and to his coufin, Whom— .
CHARLES.
‘Who wanted to imbroil every thing, and was like
% have ruined France. you expe@ed to govern me,
as you had done the two dauphins, my brothers, be-
forc me.
BURGUNDY.
. But then'to affaflinate ! it was infamous.
CHARLES.

To afluflinate was the furelt way.



14 CHARLES V11,
BURGUNDY.

What! in a place whither you had drawn me by
the moft folemn promifes ? I enter the barrier (me-
thinks I am there flill) with Noailles, brother to the
Captal de Buch. the petfidious Taneguy du Chatel in-
humanly murders me, together with poor Noailles.

. CHARLES.

You may declaim as much as you pleafe, Coufin;
but I ftand to my firft maxim: when one has to do
with fo violent and pragmatical a fellow as you were,
affaflinating is the fafeft way. '

' BURGUNDY.

The fafeft ! you don’t confider, fure.

CHARLES. .

Ido confider, fare: it is the fafelt way, I tell you.

BURGUNDY.

‘Was it the fafeft way, to incur all the dangers into
which you plunged yourfelf, by putting me to death ?
you did yourfelf more harm, by caufing me to be af<
faffinated, than I could poffibly have done you.

: CHARLES.

‘There is a great deal to be faid for me. if you had
ot died, I was ruined, and France with me.

BURGUNDY,

‘Was it any intereft of mine toruinFrance ? I want-
ed to govern it, and not to deftroy or opprefs it. you
had better fuffered fomewhat from my jealoufy and am-
bition. afterall, I was of your blood. having a pretty
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near profpet of fucceeding to the crown, it was not a
little my interelt to preferve its greataefs. I could ne-
ver have found in my heartto combine againt France,
with the Englifh, her enemies : but your treachery,
and my murder, laid my fon, though a good-ngtured
man, under a kind of neceflity to revenge my degth,
and join the Englifh. fuch was the fruit of your per-
fidy ! it was to form a league of the houfe of Bargundy
with the queen, your mother, and with the Englifh, to
overturn the French monarchy.- cruelty and perfidy,
far from leflening dangers, incyeafe them beyond mea-
fure, as you may judge from your own experience. my
death, by delivering yon from one enemy, raifed you
others far more terrible, and put France in a fituation an
hundred times more deplorable. all the provinces were
in a flame: the whole country was one fcene of plun-
der, and nothing lefs than miracles could have bronght
you out of the abyfs whercinto that execrable affaffi-
nate had plunged you. after this, come again, and tell
me, with a decifive tone, To affaflinateis the fafeft way.

CHARLES.

I own you non-plus me at reafoning, and I fee you
are a very fubtle politician : but I fhall have my re-
venge by matters of fa&. why do you now think it not
good to aflaffinate? did not you aflaflinate my uncle,
the duke of Orleans? then you, doubtlefs, thoughtas
1 do, and were not fo much a philofopher.
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BURGUNDY.

*Tis true; and I was no great gainer by it, as you
fee. a good proof of affaffination’s being a bad expedi-
ent, is its focceeding fo ill with me. had Ilet the duke
of Orleans live, you would never have dreamed of
taking away my life; and fo I fhould have found it
my advantage. he, who firft embarks in fucl praQices,
fhould forefee that they will land upon himfelf at the-
hft. from the hour he makes an attempt upon the
lives of others, his own hath nota quarter’s fafety.

CHARLES.

‘Well, coufin, we have both been to blame: I was
not affaflinated in my turn, kike you, but I fuffered
ftrange misfortuncs.




LEWIS XL

AND THE

CARDINAL BESSARION.

DIALOGUE 1V,

A pedant is nat fit 20 gevern, but be is fiill better than &
avity who can fuffer neither juflice nor honefly,

LEWES,
OOD morning, Catdinal. I fHall receive you
more civilly to-day, thas when you came to fee
me on the partof the pope. we fitall no longer fall out
about ceremonials. all ghofts are here promifcuous,
and incog. ranks are quite confounded here.
BESSARION. :

1 confefs I have not yet forgot your injurious treat.
ment, when you took me by the beard, in the very be.
ginning of my (peech,

LEWIS,

That Grecian beard furprized me ; and I wanted to
cut thort the harangwe, which elfe had been long and
foperfiuous.

BESSARION.
‘Why fo? my fpeech was one of the fineft poffible.
I had compofed it upon the model of lfocmes, Lyfias,
Hyperides, and Pericles.
LEWIS,
1’'m acquainted with none of thofe gemlemen bt
C
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you had been to fee the duke of Burgundy, my vaffal,
before you came to wait upon me. now, it had been
much better to have read fewer old fufty authors, and
to have known better the rules of the prefent age. you
behaved yourfelf like a pedant, who hath no knowledge
of the world,

BESSARION.

Yet1had thronghly ftudied the laws of Draco, thofeof
Lycurgus and Solon, the laws and republic of Plato, alt
wehave extantof theancient orators, who have govern=
edany people; and, in fine, the belt {choliafts on Homer,
who have treated of the polity of a commonwealth.

LEWIS,

And I never read any of all thofe; but 1 know that
a cardinal fent by the pope, to get the duke of Burgundy
reftored to my favour, ought not to have gone to fee
him before he waited upon me.

BESSARION.
1 thought I might follow the Hyfteron Proteron of

the Greeks : ‘1 knew alfo from pbilofophy, that what

is firft in intention, is laft in execution.
LEWIS.

Oh! let us let alone with your philofophy, and

come to the point.
BRSSARION,

In you 1 fee all the barbarity of the Latins, among
whom Greeee, defolate fince the taking of Conftanti-
nople, vainly attempts to revive wit and leaming.
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LEWIS.
‘Wit confifts only in good fenfe, and not in Greek
reafon is in all languages: you fhould have obferved
order, and put the lord before the vaffal. the Greeks
you fo extol, were but blockheads, if they did notknow
what is known by the meft illiterate of men. but I can-
not forbear laughing, when I reflect upon your manner
of negotiating. whenever I did not agree to any of
your maxims, all you gave me for argument, was fome
paflage or other out of Sophocles, Lycophron or Pin-
dar. Idon’tknow how I come to retain thofe names,
which I never heard mentioned but by yourfelf; but
they have been rivetted in my head by your eternal
quotations of them. if the places on the Somme were
in queflion, you cited me a verfe of Menander or Cal+
{imachus. was I for continning my alliance with the
Swifs and the duke of Lorrain, againft the duke of
Burgundy, you would prove to me, from Gorgias and
Plato, that it was not my true interelt. when the quef-
tion was, whether the king of England would be for or
againft me? you quoted me the example of Epaminon-.
das. in fhort, you entirely removed my regrets for hav-
ing never ftudied. 1 would oftentimes fay within my-
{elf, Happy he who knows nothing of what others have
faid, and who knows a little what he ought to fay him-
{elf. , )
BESSARION,
You aftonifh me by your bad tafte. I thought you
Ca2
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had (tudied a good deal. I was told the king, your fa-
ther, had given you a pretty good preceptor; and that
afterwards, when in Flanders at the duke of Burgun-
dy’s, your daily delight was to hear philofophical rea- .
foning.

LEWIS.

{ was very young when I left the king, my father,
and my preceptor. 1 went to the court of Burgundy,
where wearinefs and langour reduced me now and then
to fubmit to the hearing of learned men: but 1 had
foon enough of them: they were pedants, idiots like
yourfelf: they did not underfland bufinefs; nor had
they any notion of the different chara®ters of men:
they knew neither how to diffemble, tohold their peace,
to infinuate themfelves, to humour the paffions, to find
refources in difficulties, nor to fathom the defigns of o-
thers: they were vain indifcreet wranglers, ever dwel-

. ling upon words and ufelefs trifles, full of quibbles,
which convince na body, incapable of learning how tp
live in the world, or of putting 3 conftraint upon them-
fclves. I cannot bear fuch creatures.

BESSARIOQN.

*Tis true, the learned are not ufually over-fit for
aétion, becaufe they love the repofe of the mufes: it
is likewife true, that they cannot eafily conftrain them-
felves, or diflemble, they being above the grofs paffions
of man, and the flattery that tyrants require.
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LEWIS.
Away,long-beard, thou pedant, briftling with Greek ;
thou lofeft the refpe& that is due to me.
BESSARION.

I owe you none. the wife man, according to the
Stoics, and the whole fet of the Galery, is more aking
than ever you were, both in rank and power. you
were never fuch, like the wife man, by a real empire
over your paffions: befides you now have but a fha-
dow of royalty. between ghoft and ghoft, I am as good
as you,

LEW4S.,
Mark the infolence of the old pedant !
BESSARION.

T would yet rather be a pedant than a knave, and
the tyrant of mankind : T did not put my brother to
death : I detained not my fon in confinement: I ofed
neither poifon nor aflaffination to get rid of my ene-
mies: I had no difmal old age, like that of the tyrants
whom Greece fo much detefted : but you are to be ex-
cufed ; for, with a good deal of wit and vivacity, you
gave many indications of a fomewhat difordered head.
it was not for nothing that you were the fon of a man
who had ftarved himfelf to death, and grandfon to an-
other who had been locked up fo many years. your
fon, himfelf, has not a very folid head-piece; and it
will be no fmall happinefs to France, if the crown
thall, after him, devolve to a more fenfible branch.
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LEWIS.
. T own my head was not altogether a fettled one:
1 had weaknefles, gloomy vifions, fits of fury; but I
had penetration, courage, a resdy wit, talents for win-
ping mens hearts, and advancing my own authori-
ty. ‘I knew well how to fet sfide a good-for-nothing
pedant, and to difcover ufeful qualities in the meaneft
of my fubje@s: nay, even when languifhing under my
lakilinefs, I ftill retained fufficient frength of judgment
to labour a peace with Maximilian. he looked every
moment for my death, and endeavoured to fhift off
the conclufion; but, by my private emiffaries, I raifed
the Ghentefe againft him, and obliged bim, much a-
gainft his will, to make a treaty of peace with me,
wherein he gave me for my fon, Margaret his daugh-
ter, with a dowry of three provinces. this was my
mafter-{troke of politics in thofe latter days, when I was
thought out of my fenfes. away, old pedant, go feek
your Greeks, who never had fo much policy in them:
go feek your mere fcholars, who can do nothing but
read, and talk of their baoks; who know neither how
todeal, nor how to live with men,
‘ Bessarion.

I ftill prefer a man of learning, who is not fit for
bufinefs, and who knows nothing but what he hath read,
to a reftlefs, crafty, enterprizing fpirit, that can fuffer
neither jultice nor honefly, and overturns all man-
kind.




LEWIS XL

ANXD

CARDINAL DE LA BALUE.

DIALOGUE V.
A awicked prince renders bis fubjelts treacherous and
snfaithful,

LEwis,
OW dare you, villain, to appear before me, af-
ter all your treacheries?
BALUE,

‘Where would you have me to hide myfelf? am I
not well enough bid in the croud of gholts? weareall
upon a evel bere below.

LEWIS,

1t well becomes you to talk fo, who were but the
fon of a miller of Verdun.

' BALUE.

Hsh! was not it a merit with you to be of low de-
gree? your companion Triftan the prevot, your phy-
fician Codtier, your barber Olivier le Diable; thefe
were your favourites and miniflers. Janfredy had, be-
fore me, obtained the purple by your intereft. new,
my birth was even almoft as good as any thofe gentle-
men could pretend to.
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LEWIS,

None of them was guilty of fo heinous treachery as
thou wert, R
’ BALUE.

I don’t believe a word of it. if they had not beed
worthlefs fellows, you had neither ufed them fo well,
nor employed them.

4 LEWIS,

‘Why do you alledge that I did not make choice of
them for their merit ?

BALUE.

Becaafe meriy was ever fufpicious to you, and odf-
ous: becaufe virtue frightened you, and you knew nor
how to make ufe of it: becaufe you would be ferved by
none but mean fouls, and fuch as were ready to go
into your intrigues, into your cheats, into your cruel-
ties. an honeft man, who dreaded to cheat, or to do
evil, would have been good for nothing to you, who
wanted only cheating and mifchief, in order to gratify
yaur boundlefs ambition. fince we maft fpeak freely
in the land of truth, I confefs I was a worthlefs fellow ;
but that was the reafon why you preferred me to o-
thers. did I not ferve you with a good deal of addrefs,
to play off the grandees and the people ? did you ever
light on a more fapple knave than myfelf, or fitter for
all charadters ?

KEWIS.
No, it is true : but while you deceived others, in
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obedience to me, you thould not have deceived myfelf,
you held a correfpondence with the pope, in order to
make me abolifh the pragmatic fan&ion, without con-
fulting, whether that was agreeable to the true interefts
of France,

BALUE.

‘Why, did you ever mind either France, or its true
interefts? you never regarded any thing but your own;
you wanted to take advantage of the pope; fo I did
but ferve you in your own fance.

LEWIS,

But it was you that prompted me to difregard every
thing that was not my prefent intereft, without troub-
ling my head about that of my crown itfelf, to which
my own greatnefs was infeparably joined.

BALUE.

By no means. I wanted you to fell the court of
Rome that dirty Pancart as dear as poffible. but I’ll
go farther with yon: even fuppofe I had cheated you,
what had you to fay to me?

LEWIS,

How, to faytoyou? youare a pleafant fellow truly !

were we again alive, I would clap you up in your cage.
BALUE,

~ Oh, I was long enough there already. if you anger

me, 1 fhall not fay a word more. do you know that I

don’t greatly fear the ill humours of a royal ghoft ?

Yo, 11, D
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how now, you fancy yourfclf (till at Pleflis-les-Tours,
with your affaflines about you.

LEWIS,

No, I don’t; and ’tis well for you I am not: but,
in fhort, I am refolved to hear you for the oddity of
the thing. come then, prove to me, by good argu-
ments that you ought to betray your mafter.

BALUE.
. ‘That paradox furprizes you; but I fhall demon-
ftrate it literally.
LEWIS.
Let us fee what he will fay.
. BALUE,

Is it not true, that a poor miller’s fon, who had ne-
ver any other education than the court of a great king,
ought to follow the maxims that were there with one
confent allowed the wifeft and beft ?

. . LEWIS,
. 'What you fay has fome fhadow of reafon.
BALUE.
But anfwer, yes or no, without lofing your temper.
‘ LEWIS,

1dare neither deny a thing that feems fo well found-
ed, nor confefs what may gravel me by its confequen-
ces.

BALUE.

I find I muft take your filence for a forced confef-

fion. the fundamental maxim of all your counfels, and
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which you diffufed through your whole court, was to do
every thing for yourfelf alone: you had no regard to
the princes of your blood, nor to the queen, whom
you kept in captivity, and at a diftance; nor to the
dauphin, whom you brought up in ignorance and con-
finement ; nor, infine, to the kingdom which you ruin-
ed by your rigorous and cruel policy, and the interefts
whereof you ever poftponed to your jealoufy for tyran-
nical power. you had no regard even to the moft trufty
favourites and minifters, whom you made ufe of to de-
ceive others. you never loved one of them, nor ever
trufted one of them, but in time of need. you fought
to deceive them, in their turn, as well as the relt of
men. you were ready to facrifice them upon the {mal-
{eft umbrage, or for the leaft advantage. one had ne-
ver a forc mement with you. you fported with mens
lives; youloved nobody. whom would you have had
to love you? you wanted to impofe on every body;
who did you think would give himfelf up to you with
fincerity, and real friendfhip, and without intereft ?
where fhould we have learned fach difinterefted fideli-
ty ? did youdeferveit ? did you expetit? was it pof-
fible to pradife it with yon, and in your court ? wasit
poflible to be eight days under your roof with an ho-
neft and fincere heart ? was not a man forced to be a
rogue the moment he approached you? was not a man
declared a villain the moment he attained your favour,
as there was no attaining it but by villany ? fhould

D2
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you not have took it for granted? whoever wanted to
preferve any honour or confcience, was obliged care-
fully to avoid your acquaintance$ and would have gone
to the fartheft corner of the world rather than lived in
your fcrvice. when once a man is a rogue, he is a
roguetoall theworld. would youhave had a foul, which
you gangrened, and whereinto you inftilled nothing but
villany to all mankind, never to have ought but pure
and fpotle(s virtue, but difinterefted and heroic fidelity
to youalone? were you fool enough to think it? did
you not lay yout account, that all men would do to
you, as you did to them ? nay, though one had been
good and fincere to all other men, one would have been
forced to become falfe and wicked to you, by betraying
you. I therefore did but follow your leflons, and tread
in your footiteps: 1 did but return to you what you
gave everyday to others: 1did but what youexpe@edof
me: I did but take for the principle of my condué the
principle you obferved, as the only one that oughttoac-
tuateallmen. youwould havedefpifed any man whohad
known any other interef(t than his own. 1 had no mind
to deferve your contempt; and chofe rather to deccive
you, than to be a fool according to your principles.
LEWIS,

I own your reafoning gravels me; but why keep fe-
cret correfpondence with my brother, the duke of Gui-
enne, and with the duke of Burgupdy, my cryelleft es
pemy 2 ‘
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" BALUE,

It was becaufe they were your moft dangerous ene-
mies that 1 combined with them, in order to have a re-
fource againft you, fhould your jealoufy have prompted
you to deftroy me. I knew you would lay your ac-
count with my treachery ; and that you were capable
of believing it without any foundation. I'chofe rather
to betray you, in order to efcape your bands, than pe-
rith in your hands vpon fufpicion, without having be-
trayed yon. in fhort, I was glad, in purfoance of your
own maxims, to be well with both parties, and to pro-
cure from you, in the confufion of affairs, the reward
of my fervices, which you would never have willingly
granted me in time of peace. thisit s, thatan ungrate-
ful, ditroftful, deceitful prince, who loves nothing but
himfelf, muft expect from his minifters,

LEWIS,

And this itis, that a traitor, who fells his king, muft
expe@: heis not put to death when he is a cardinal,
but he is kept eleven years in prifon, and ftript of all
his ill-got treafures. :

BALUE,

My only fault was, in not cheating you with due
precaution, and in fuffering my letters to be intercept-
ed. give me fuch another opportunity, and I’ll cheat
you again, as you deferve; but I thall do it mere cun-
ningly, left 1 be again detected,
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AND

PHILIP DE COMMINES.

DIALOGUE VI
The wedknelfes and crimes of kings cannot be concealed.

LEwis,
HEY fay you have wrote my hiftory.
COMMINES,
It is true, Sir, and 1 have fpoke of you like 8 good
fervant.
. LEWIS, :
But I am affured that you have related a great
many things which I could willingly have difpenfed
with. :
COMMINES,
. ‘That may be; but, upon the whole, { have drawn
a very favourable piGture of you. would you have had
me an eternal flatterer, inftead of an hiftorian ?
LEWIS,
- You ought to have fpoke of me like a fubje& load~
ed with his mafter’s favours.
COMMINES.
That is the way to be believed by no body. gra-
titude is not the thing looked for in an hiftory : on
the contrary, ’tis that which renders it fufpeted.
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LEWIS.

Why muft fome people have fuch an itch of writ-
ing? can’t they let the dead ly, without blatting their
memory ?

COMMINES.

Yours was {trangely blackened before I wrote: I
endeavoured to foften the impreflions already made : I
fes forth all your good qualities, and cieared you of all
odious imputations. what could I do better?

LEWIS.

Either have been filent, or defended me in every
thing. they fay you have reprefented all my grimaces
and diftortions, when I talked all alone to myfelf, all
my intrigues with mean people. they fay you have
taken notice of theintereft my prevot, phyfician, bar-
ber, and taylor had with me; you have expofed my
old clothes to view. they fay you have not forgot my
petty devotions, efpecially towards the latter end of
my days ; my eagernefs to amafs relics, to have myfelf
anointed from head to foot with the oil of the holy
phial, and to perform pilgrimages, whereby I always
pretended to be cured.  you have made mention of my
little leaden mapoNNA, which I ufed to kifs, whenever
I meant to do a wicked deed ; in fine, of the erofs of
St. Lo, by which I never dared to fwear without re-
folving to keep my oath; becaufe I fhould have ex-
pected to die within the year, had I broke it. nowall
that is very ridiculous.
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COMMINES,
Is not all that ¢true? could I bufh it?
LEWIS,
You might have f2id nothing of it.
COMMINES,
You might have done nothing of it.
LEWIS,
But it was done, and youo fhould not have told it..
COMMINES,
But it was done, and I could not conceal it from

pofterity.
LEWIS.

How! may not fome things be concealed ?
COMMINES.

And do you think a king can be concealed after his
death, as you concealed certain intrignes in your life~
time ? I fhould have done no good by my filence;
and fhould have hurt my own charaler. be fatisfied
that I could have faid much worfe, and been believed ;
and I did not chufe it.

LEWIS.
What! ought not hiftory to reverence kings?
COMMINES,

Ought not kings to reverence hiftory and pofterity,
whofe cenfure they cannot efcape? thofe whowould not
be ill fpoke of, have only one way of preventing it;
and that is, to do well.




LEWIS XL

AND

" CHARLES

DUKE OF BURGUNDY.

DIALOGUE VII.
Wicked men, who know nothing of true virtue, by deceive

ing, and diftrufting others, come to be deceived thems
Selves.

LEWIS,
Am forry, coufin, for the misfortunes that have be-
fallen you.
BURGUNDY.

It was you that were the caufe of them; you de-
ceived me.

LEWIS,

It was your pride and paflion that deceived you.
.have you forgot that I gave you notice of a man’s
-having made me an offer to difpatch you ?

Vou. II. E
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BURGUNDY.

1 could not believe it : for I imagined that if the
thing had been troe, you would not have had honefty
enough to give menotice of it, and that you had invent-
edit purpofely to put me in fear, by making me fufpedt
all thofe I employed, fuch a trigk was guite-in charac-
ter with you ; and 1 could not be much blamed for lay-
ing it to your charge. who would not have been de-
ceived as well as J, at a time when you were good and
fincere ?

LEWIS.

I grant that my fincerity was not often to be truft-
ed: but flill it had been better to have trufted me, than
the traitor Campobache, who fold thee for fix thoufand
crowns.

BURGUNDY.

‘Will you have me to fpeak freely, now thatin Pluto®s
dominions we have no more to do with policy. we
both went vpon ftrange maxims ; neither of us had any
notion of virtue. in fach a fituetion, by diftrufting
every body, one frequently perfecotes good men, and
then falls a prey, throagh a kind of neceflity, to the firft
comer ; and this firft comer is commonly a villsin, who
infinuates himfelf by flattery. but, in the main, my
temper was better than yours. I was hafty, and fome-
what foor in my humour; but I was neither deceitful
nor cruel fike yon. have you forgot, that, at the con-
ference of Conflans, you confeffed to me, that I was
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4uite a gentleman, and that Ihad honourably kept to
you the promife I had given the archbifhop of Nar-
bonne?

LEWIS.

Phaw! thofe were only flattering {peeches I then
made to amufe you, and to detach you from the other
heads of the league. I wellknew that praifing was the
way to cully you.
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AND

LEWIS XIL

DIALOGUE VIIL

Generofity and honefly are furer maxims of policy, than
cruclty and cunning.

LEWIS XI.

F T miltake not, there is one of my fucceffors.

though ghofts have no majefty here below, I ima.
gine this may haye been fome king of France; for I
perceive the other fhades pay it refpe, and fpeak
French toit. who art thou, pray?
LEW]S X1l
Tam the duke of Orleans, who becameking by the
name of Lewis x11.
LEWIS X1,
How didft thou govern my kingdom?
. LEWIS X1J.

In a way quite different from thine: thou madelt
thyfelf feared ; I made myfelf beloved. thou didft be-
gin to burden the people; I eafed them of their bur-
dens, and preferred their peace to the glory of cons
Quering my enemies.
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LEWIS XI.

‘Then thon kneweft little about the art of reigning,
it was I who acquired my fucceffors a boundlefs power;
§t was I who diffolved the leagues of princes and lords ;
it was [ who levied immenfe fums. I difcovered the
fecrets of others, and knew how to conceal my own.
cunning, haughtinefs, and feverity, are the wue ma-
xims of government. 1am much afraid thou baft fpoit-
ed all, and thatthy foftnefs bath deftroyed my whole
work.

LEWIS X1,

I fhewed by the fuccefs of my maxims, that thine
were falfe and pernicious. I made myfelf beloved. I
lived in peace without forfeiting my honour, fhedding
blood, or ruining my people. thy memory is odious ;
mine is honoured. during my life, my fubje@ts were
faithfal to me; after my death they bewsil me, and
fear they will never get fo good a king again. when
one is fo great a gainer by generofity and honefty, he
maft needs defpife cruclty and cunning. :

. LEWIS XI,

A fine {yftem of philofophy, which thou haﬁdonbt-
lefs learned in that long confinement, wherein 1 am
told thon didft languifh before thy alcending the
throne,

© .« LEWIS XII,

That confinement was lefs thameful than thine at

Peronne. behold the effe of cunning and deceit! &
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man gets himfelf nabbed by his enemies: honefty

would never expofe bim 10 0 great dangers, -
LEWIS X3,

But 1 had addrefs enough to get out of the duke of
Burguady’s clutches.

LEWLS Xi1,

Yes, by the power of money, wherewith thou didt
bribe his fervante; and by fhamefully attending him
t0 the ruin of thy allies, the people of Licge, which
thou wert obliged to witnefs.

LEWIS X1,

Mtbuexmdd:ebmdzohhekh.domul
did ? I annexed to the crown the dutchy of Burgua~
dy, the county of Provence, and cven Guienne too.

LEWIS XL,

¥ underiland thee; thou knewelt the art of mek-
ing away with 2 brother, in order to inherit his por-
tion. thow tookeft advantage of the misfortune of the
duke of Burgundy, who was running headlong to his
deftruction. thou didit gain the counfelior of the coun-
ty of Provence, in order to catch his fucceffion. for my
part, I am content with baving got Bretany by a law-
ful match with the heirefs of that houfe, whom I lov-
©d, and whom I efpoufed after thy fon’s death. beflides,
T was lefs intent upon acquiring new fubjeQs, than
upon making faithful and bappy thofe I had already.
3 experienced too, by the wars of Naples and Milan,
bow burtfil remote conquefls are to & fiate.
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LEWSS XI.
1 fee plainly thou hak had neither ambition por
genius.
’ LEWIS XII,

1 had pone of that falle and deceitful genius which
rendered thee 0 odlous, or of that ambition, which
places bonour in difregarding fincerity and jultice.

LEWIS X1,

Tbonfpnkeﬁ too much.

LWIS XIS,

Tuthonthtbaﬁo&enfpoh too much. haft thou
forgot the meschant of Bourdesux, whofettled in Eng-
to Paris 2 farewel.



TRHRE -

;CONSTABLE

oF

BOURBON

AND

BAYAR.D

DIALOGUE IX.

" It is never bawfid to take up arms againft our country.

CONSTABLE.
S not that poor Bayard, I fge, at the foot of the tree
ftretched upon the grafs, and difmally wounded 2
yes, itis himfelf. alas! Ipity him. this day have fal-
len by our arms, Vandenefle and he, two Frenchmen,
who, for their courage, were ornaments of their na-
tion. Ifeel my heart flill touched for my country. but
T’ll ftep forward and fpeak to him. Ah, poor Bayard,

*tis with grief I fee thee in this condition.

BAYARD,
*Tis with grief I fee you too.
CONSTABLE,

I can well imagine that thou art forry to find thy-
felf in my hands by the fate of war. but I will by no
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means treat thee like a prifoner. I will keep thee asa
good friend, and take as much care of thy wounds, as
if thou wert my own brother; fo thou fhouldft not be
forry to fee me.

BAYARD,

Ah, do you think I am not forry to lie under an
obligation to France’s greateft enemy? ’tis neither my
captivity, nor my wound, that gives me pain. I fhall
die in a few moments; and death will deliver me out
of your hands.

CONSTABLE.
No, my dear Bayard, 1 hope my endeavours will
" prove fuccefsful towards your recovery.
BAYARD.
I defire it not; and am content to die.
CONSTABLE.

What ails thee then? art thou inconfolable for be-
ing vanquithed, and made prifoner in Bonivet’s re-
treat? it is not thy fault, but his. the fortune of
arms is variable. thy glory is fufficiently eftablithed
by thy great alions. the Imperialifts will never be able
to forget that vigorous defence of Mezicres againft
them,

BAYARD.

For my part I can never forget that you are that
high conftable, that prince of the nobleft blood in the
world, who is labonring with his own hands to tear to
pieces his country, and the kingdom of his anceftors.

Vor. I F

-
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CONSTABLE.

‘What, Bayard; I commend thee, and thou con-

demneft me! I pity thee, and thou infulteft me !
BAYARD,

If you pity me, I pity you tos; and think you much
more to be pitied than I. I leave the world with a
fpotlefs character. I have facrificed my life to my
duty ; I die for my king and my country, efteemed by
the enemies of France, and regretted by all true French-
men. my condition challenges envy.

CONSTABLE.

But I am viGorious over an enemy who hath af-
fronted me. Irevenged myfelf of him; I drive him . .
out of the Milanefe; I make all France feel her mif-
fortune in having loftme, by her fo provoking me:: cal-
left thou this a fituation to be pitied ?

BAYARD.

“Yes, a man is always to be pitied when he a&s con-
trary to his doty : ’tis better to fall fighting for one’s
country, than to conquer and triumph over her. sh!
how horrid a glory to deftroy one’s native country !

CONSTABLE,

_ But my country proved ungrateful after the many
fervices 1 had rendered her. madam caufed me to be
unworthily treated out of a love-pique. the king,
through weaknefs, for her, did me an hainous piece of -
injuftice. Iwas not only deprived of my eftate, but my
very fervants, Matignon and Argouges, were taken
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from me; and I was forced to fly for my life almoft
glone: now, what wouldft thou have had me done?

BAYARD.

Why, to bave fuffered every kind of hardthip, ra-
ther than fail in what you owed to France, and to the
greatnefs of your own houfe. if the perfecution was
too violent, you might have retired ; but you had bet-
ter been poor, unknown, ufelefs, than have taken up
arms againft us. your glory had heen complete in po-
verty, or in the moft miferable exile.

CONSTABLE.

But feelt thou not, that revenge joined ambition, in
order to drive me to this extremity? I had 2 mind to
make the king repent his ill ufage of me.

BAYARD.

You fhould have made him repent it by a patience
proof to all attacks, which is a no lefs heroic virtue
than courage. .

CONSTABLE.

Bat did the king, who was fo unjuft and fo blind-
ed by his mother, deferve that I fhould have fuch a
regard for him?

BAYARD.

1f the king did not deferve it, the whole kingdom
of France did. nay, the dignity of the crown, to which
you were one of the neareflt heirs, deferved it. you
owed to yourfelfto fpare France, whofe king you might
one day have been.

F2
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CONSTABLE,

‘Well, I was toblame, I confefs; butknoweft thon
not how hard it is for the beft hearts to deny their re-
fentment ?

BAYARD.

I know it well: but true courage confilts in felf-

denial. if you know your fault, make hafte to repair
it: as for me, 1 die, and count you more to be pitied
in your profperity, than me in my fufferings. although
the emperor fhould not deceive you; though he fhould
even give you his fifter in marriage, and fhare France
‘with you; he would never efface the ftain that ble-
mithes your life. the conftable of Bourbon a rebel! ah!
what foul difgrace! hear Bayard dying as he lived, and
not ceafing to tell the trath.




LEWIS XIL

AND

FRANCIS L

DIALOGUE X,
*Tis better to be a good king than.a great conquerer.

LEWIS X1, ,
EAR coufin, tell me fome news of France. Iever
Joved my fubje&s as my children. I confefs I
am in pain for them. you were very young in every
refpec, when I left you the crown. bow have yon
governed my poor kingdom ?
FRANCIS 1.

1 have met with fome misfortunes ; but if you would
have me be free with you, my reign has refleéted much
more luftre upon France than ever yours did.

LEWIS XII,

Oh, my God, ’twas that luftre I always feared; 1
knew you from your infancy to be of a difpofition to
ruin the finances, to hazard every thing for war, to
bear nothing with patience, to fubvert all order within
the ftate, and to create all manner of confufion, on pur-
- pofe to be talked of. .
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' " FRANCIS I.
Thusare old peoplealways prepoflefledagainft thofe
who are to be their fucceffors: but the real truth is, I
maintained a dreadful war againft Charles V. emperor,
and king of §pain, ip Italy I won the famous battles
of Maignan over the Swifs, and of Cerjfoles over the
Imperialifts. I faw the king of England confederated
with the empergr againft France, and I rendered their
joint efforts ineffectual: I cultivated the fciences: I
deferved to be immortalized by men of letters: I re-
vived the Auguftan age in my court. I there introdu-
ced magnificence, politenefs, erndition, and gallantry.
$ill my time eyery thing wes mde, poor, ignorant,
Gaulith; infing, ] gotmyfelffliled thefather of learning.
LEWIS XII,

That wagnoble; and I would by nameans leffen the
glory of it: but ftill I had rather you had been father
of the people, than father of learning. have you left
the Freach in peace and plenty ?

FRANCIS 1.

Noj; but my fon, who is young, will carry on the
war; and it will fall te his fhare at length to eafe the
drained people, you fpared them more than I have
done; but then you were but a forry warriour.

LEWIS XII

And you were, doubtlefs, a very fuccefsful one.
what are your conquefts ? did you take the kingdom of
Naples ?
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FRANCIS 1.

No; I had other expeditions to perform.
LEWIS XIL

You have preferved the Milanefé at Jeaft !
FRANCIS 1.

A great many unfotefeen accidents befel me.
LEWIS XII.

What then ! has Charles V. taken it fromyou ? havé

you loft any battle? fpeak ; thou daréft hot tell all.
FRANCIS 1.
I was taken in a battle at Pavia.
LEWIS XII.

How taken ! alas, into what abyfs hath evil coun-
fel plunged him! ’tis thus then you furpaffed me in
war. you have re-involved France in the miferies fhe
fuffered under king John. O poor France, how do
I pity thee! I plainly forefaw it. well, I underftand
you, you have been fain to part with whole provin-
ces, and to pay immenfe fums. fuch is the upfhot
of that pride, that haughtinefs, that rathnefs, that
ambition ! and how goes the aditiniftration of juf-
tice ?

FRANCIS I.

It afforded me great refonrces. 1 fold all the of-
fices.

LEWIS XII.

And the judges who bought them Will fell juftice in
their turn. but were the many fums levied upon’thé
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" people duly applied towards raifing and maintaining
the armies with oeconomy ?
FRANCIS I. .

A part of them was requifite for the magnificence
of my court.

LEWIS XII.

T'll engage your miftrefics have had a greater fhare
of it than the beft officers in the army ; infomuch that
the peopleis ruined ; war (till flaming ; juftice become
venal; the court given up to all the follies of gallan-
tith women ; in fhort, the whole fatcin diftrefs. fuch
is that fhining reign which hath fo far eclipfed mine.
a little moderation would have done you much more
honour.

FRANCIS I..

ButI have done many great things which have made
me extolled as a hero : I am ealicd the great king
Francis,

LEWIS XII.

That is, you have been flattered for your money ;
and you were willing to be a hero at the expence of
the ftate; the profperity alone of which fhould have
contftituted all your glory.

FRANCIS I.
No, the praifes beftowed on me were fincere.
LEWIS XII,

Ah! was there ever any king fo weak or {o corrupt,

s not to have had as many praifes given him as you
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received. fhew me the moft unworthy of all princes,
and I fhall fhew you him as highly extolled as ever
you were. after that, purchafe praife, if you chufe it, at
the price of fo much blood, and of fo many fums that
ruin a kingdom.

FRANCIS I.

1 had the glory, however, of bearing up with con-

ftancy under my misfortunes.
LEWIS XII.

You had done better never to have brought your-
felf into the need of difplaying that conftancy. the
people wanted no fuch heroifm. did the hero never
weary in his confinement ?

. FRANCIS I.
Yes, doubtlefs; and Ibought liberty very dear.

Vou. II. G



"CHARLES V.

FR AN CE,
AYOUNG MONK

st JUS T.

DIALOGUE XL

Difguiet often drives men to folitude ; but thofe who are
ufed to the bufile of the world, cannot eafily accuflom
themfelves to retirement.

CHARLES.
OME, brother, ’tis time to be ftirring ; you fleep
too much for a young novice, who ought to be
vigilant and fervent. ‘
MONK.
‘When would you have me flcep, if not while I am
young? fleep is not incompatible with fervour.




CHARLES V. &c. [1
CHARLES,

When a perfon loves the fervice, he is foon a-
waked.

MONK.

Yes, at your majefty’s age; but at mine one fleeps
upon his feet,

CHARLES.

Well, brother, it belongs to perfons of my age to
roufe the over-drowfy youth.

MONE.

And have you got nothing better to do after fo
long difturbing the whole world’s repofe ? can you not
leave me mine?

CHARLES, ‘

Though one rife here betimes, methinks one has
relt enough in this profound folitude.

MONK.

Tunderftand your facred majefty ; when you getup
early here, you find the day wondrous long, having
been accuftomed to greater motion: come, own it
frankly ; you weary of having nothing here to do but
to pray, to wind up your clocks, and to wake poor no-
vices, who have no fhare in the caufe of your lan-
guor.

CHARLES,

[ have yet twelve domeftics which I referved my-
felf,

G2
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MONK.
~ Thatis but forry converfation for a man who cor-
refponded with all the nations of the known world.
CHARLES.

1 havea little nag toride out upon in this beauteous
valley, which is adorned with oranges, myrtles, pome-
granates, laurels, and with a thoufand different flow-
ers, at the foot of thefe beautiful mountains of Eftre-
madura, covered with innumerable flocks.

MONK.
All thofe are fine things, but they do not fpeak. you
could wifh for a little noife and buftle.
CHARLES.
1 have a penfion of an hundred thoufand crowns.
MONK.

But badly paid. the king, your fon, is not very

pun&ual. :
CHARLES,

>Tis true that people, who have ftript and degraded

themfelves, are very foon forgot.
MONK.
Did you not lay your account with that, when you
parted with your crowns ?
CHARLES,
I am very feafible it muft be fo.
MONK.

1f youlaid your account with it, why do you won-

der to fee it happen? keep to your firlt fcheme: re-
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nounce all things; forget all things ; no longer defire
any thing; be at reft yourfelf, and let others be at reft
with you.

CHARLES,

But I find my fon, after the battle of Saint Quintin,
has not known how to improve the vi@ory ; he fhould
have been at Paris by this time. the count d’Egmont
has gained him another battleat Gravelines, and he is
lofing all his advantages. there is Calais re-taken from
the Englith by the duke of Guife. the fame duke hath
taken Thionville, in order to cover Metz. ah! my
fon governs badly: he follows none of my counfels :
he pays me not my penfion : he defpifes my conduét,
and the moft faithful fervants I employed. all this
vexes and difquiets me.

MONK,

And came you to feek repole in this retreat, only
upon condition, that the king, your fon, fhould make
conquefts, fhould take all your advice, and finifh the
execution of all your projeéts ?

CHARLES,
No; but I thought he would have behaved better.
MONK.

Since you have quited all for repofe, enjoy it,
whatever bappen ; let the king, your fon, do as be will :
make not your tranquillity to depend upon the wars,
which torment the world. you left it for no other
end, but to hear no more of it. but, fay the truth,
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you knew very little ahout retirement when you firft
fought it. it was through difquiet, that you defired
repofe.

CRARLES.

Alss, child! thou fayeft tea true; and God grant
thou may’f} not bave miftaken thyfklf, as I did, when
thou didft quit the world ta enter upon this navi-

. ciate.




CHARLES V.

S P AIN,
FRANCIS L

F R ANCE

DIALOGUE XIIL
Fuflice and bappingfi are to be found only in bomour and
courage.
CHARLES V.
OW, that all our quarvels me at an end, we
might do worfe than come to an eclairciffe-
ment concerning the vexations we have given oach
other.
FRANCIS I,

You often dealt unjuftly and deccitfully by me. 1
never did you any harm but by the laws of war: but
you extorted from me, while I was in confinement, the
homage of the comnty of Flanders: the vaffalgvailed
himfelf of force ro-give lawto his fovereign.

CHARLES V.,
- You were freetorenounce it or not.
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' FRANCIS I.
Is a man free in confinement ?
CHARLES V.

‘Weak men are not free there; but when a perfon
has true courage, he is free every where. if I had afked
your crown of you, would your impatience of confine-
ment have reduced you to yield it up to me?

FRANCIS I. T

No, doubtlefs : I would fooner have died than been
guilty of fuch bafenefs ; but, as for the dependency of
the county of Flanders, I gave it up to you through
wearinefs of captivity ; through fear of being poifon-
ed; througha defire of returning to my kingdom, where
every thing ftood in need of my prefence; in fine, by
reafon of my languithing ftate, which threatened me
with approaching death : and I atually believe I fhould
have died but for the arrival of my fifter.

CHARLES V.

Not only a great king, but a true gentleman, would
rather die than give a promife, unlefs he refolved to
keep it, at whatever coft. nothing is fo thameful as to
fay one has not had courage to fuffer ; and that a man
has delivered himfelf by forfeiting his honour. if you
were perfuaded that it was unlawful for you to facrifice
the dignity of your dominions to the liberty of your
perfon, you fhould have had the refolution to die in
captivity ; you fhould have fent orders to your fub-
je&s no longer to count upon you, and to crown your
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crowns; to fpend one part of your life in brotherhoods,
vows, pilgrimages, oratories, with Feuillants, Mi-
nims, and Jeromites brought from Spain ; and the o-
ther with your infamous minions: -to be ever carving
and pafting of images, and diving at the fame timein-
to the curiofities of magic, into the impicty and po-
licy of Machiavel: in fine, to run at the ring like a wo-
man’; to treat your minions with repafts ferved by na-
ked women with difhevelled hair ; and then to play the
devotee, every wherc hunting after hermitages! what
inconfiftency ! and indeed they fay Miron your phyfi-
¢Gan affured, that that malignant humour, which oc-
cafioned fo many extravagant oddities, would foon
bring you either to death or diftraction.

: HENKY.

- All that was neceffary in order to humour different
tempers. I indalged the debauched in pleafures, and
was godly with the devotees, in order to poflefs both.

MONTPENSIER.

And very well you poffefled them. ’twas that made
people fay you were good for nothing, but to be clipt
for a monk. '

HENRY.

1 have by no means forgot thofe fciffars you thew-
ed every body, faying you wore them to clip me.
. MONTPENSIER,

You had affronted me enough to deferve that in-
fule.

Vou. II. 1
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HENRY,

But, after all, what could Ido ? I had to pleafe alt
parties. .
MONTPENSIER,

Itis not pleafing them, to betray weaknefs, diffimu-
Iation and hypocrify on all fides.

HENRY,
So you may talk at your eafe. but one ftands in

need of a great many people, when he finds fo many

ready to revolt.
MONTPENSIER.

Behold your coufin the king of Navarre! you found
all your kingdem in fubje&ion, and you left it in the
flames of a cruel civil war. he, without diffimulation,
maflacre, orhypocrify, hath conquered the whole king-
dom which refufed to acknowledge him; he kept the
Hugonots in his intereft, though he quitted their re-
Figion. he won the hearts of all the Catholics, and dif-
folved the powerful league. think not to excufe your-
felf; things are to be eftimated by the effeéts they are
made to produce.

|
|
<
1
\
‘
|
|



HENRY IL

AND

HENRY IV

DIALOGUE XIV.

The difference between a king, who by cruelty and cun-
ning, makes bimfelf feared and bated,and a king who
makes bimfelf beloved by his fincerity and difintereft-
ednefs.

HENRY IH,
H ! my poor coufin, you are fallen into the fame
misfortane with myfelf.
WENRY 1V,

My death was violent like yours: but none regret-
ted you fave your minions; and that becaufe of the
immenfe wealth you fo profufely lavithed upon them.
as for me, every family in France lamented me, as
their common father. 1 fhall in after-ages be propofed
as a pattern of a good and wife king. I wasbeginning
%o bring the kingdom into peace, plenty, and good
order.

HENRY 111,

When T was killed at Saint-Cloud, I had already

overthrown the league ; and Paris was on the point of
12
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. furrendering; fo that I fhould foon have recovered my
authority.

HENRY 1V,

But which way could you recover your blackened re-
putation ? you were accounted a knave, an hypoerite,
a profane, effeminate, and diffolute perfon. when once
a man has loft the reputation of probity and honour,
he never hath a quiet and fecure authority, you got
5id of the two Guifes at Blois, but you could never get
xid of all thofe who detefted your impofturcs.

HENRY I1I.

Hah! don’t you know that the art of diffembling

is the art of reigning ? '
- HENRY IV.

‘That is one of the fine maxims that Duguaft, and
{ome others inftilled into you. The abbé d’Elbene, and
the other Italians, had filled your head with the poli-
tics of Machiavel. the queen, your mother, had train-
ed you up in thofe notions; but {he found good reafon
to repent it : fhe met with what fhe deferved : fhe had
taught you to be unnatural ; and vonatural you proved
to her.

HEKRY III.

But how can one deal fincerely, and confide in men,
who are all {o difguifed and corrupted ?

HENRY 1V. :

You think fo, becanfe you never faw honeft men,
ond do not think there can be any fuch in the world ;
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but you did not feek after them; on the contrary,
you fhunncd them, and they fhunned you; they were
fufpicious and obnoxious to you. you wanted profli-
gate mifcreants, who fhould invent you new pleafures,
who fhould be capable of the blackeft crimes, and in
whofe company nothing fhould put you in mind of ei-
ther violated religion or virtue. with fuch morals ’tis
impoffible to find men of worth. as for me, I found
fome: I knew how toemploy them in my council, in
foreign negotiations, in divers capacities ; for inftance,
Sully, Jeannin, d’Offat, &c.
HENRY IIL

To hear you talk, one would take you for a Cato;

but your youth was as irregular as mine.
HENRY 1V,

*Tis true, T was inexcufable in my fhameful paf-
fion for the women ; but, in all my irregularities, I was
never either a deceitful, wicked, or profane perfon; 1
was only weak. misfortune proved of great fervice to
me; for 1 was naturally indolent, and too much ad-
di@ed to pleafure. had I been born a king, I fhould
have, perhaps, difhonoured myfelf; but ill fortune to
overcome, and my kingdom to conquer, laid me under
the neceflity of rifing above myfelf.

HENRY 111, :

How many fine opporgunities did you lofe of fub-
duing your enemies, while you loitered on the banks
of the Garonne, and fighed for the countefs of
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Guiche ? you were like Hercules at Omphale’s diftaff,
HENRY IV, ,

I cannot deny it: but Coutras, Yvry, Arques,

Fontaine-Francoife make fome amends.
HENRY 11I.

And did not I gain the battles of Jarnac and Moa-
contour.

HENRY IV,

You did; but king Henry 1. ill fapported the
hopes that had been conceived of the duke of Anjou.
Henry 1v.onthe contrary, out-did theking of Navarre.

HENRY 111,

So you think I have pot heard of the dutchefs of
Beaufort, of the marchionefs of Verneuil, of the—
but I cannot enumerate them all, fo many were there
of them.

HENRY 1V, |

1 difown none of them, and ftand condemned: but
1 made myfelf both beloved and feared. I detefted that
carnal and deceitful policy with which you were {o poi-
foned, and which occafioned all your misfortunes. I
made war with vigour. abroad I concluded a folid
peace; at home I regulated the ftate, and rendered it
flourithing. I reduced the great men to their duty;
nay, even the moft infolent favourites: and all this
without deceiving, without affaflinating, without doing
any injuftice, confiding in perfons of worth, and pla-
cing all my glory in the eafing of my people.
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D U K E

MAYZENNE

DIALOGUE XV,
Misfortunes make great beroes, and good kings,

HENRY.
Oufin, 1 have forgot all that is paft, and am very
glad to fee you. )
: MAYENNE.
You are too good, Sir, to forget my faults; there
i nothing I would not do to blot out the remembrance
of them.
HENRY,
Let us take a turn in that walk betwixt the two
canals ; and we'll talk over affairs.
MAYEBNNE,
T'll wait on your majefty with pleafore.
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HENRY.

Well, coufin, I am no more that poor Bernefe they
wanted to expel the kingdom. do you remember the
time when we were at Arques, and when you fent
word to Patis, that you had drivén me totlie fea-fide;
and that I had now no way to efcape, but by throw-
ing myfelf in ?

MAYENNE.

It is true ; but it is alfo true, that you were upon
the point of yielding to your adverfe fortune; and
that.yon would haye retreated i into England ha& not
Biron reprefented to you the confequences of fuch a
ftep.

HENRY.

You fpeak freely, coufin; nor do I take it amifs;
come, fear nothing, and out w:th whatever you have
in your mind.

MAYENNE. :

1 have, perhaps, faid too much: for kings don’t
chufe to bave things called by their names. they are
10 accuftomed to flattery, that they make it a part of
their dignity. the honeft freedom with which we fpeak
to other men, offends them; they will not have us
to open qur mouths but'in their praife and admira-
tion. we muft not treat them like men; wemuft fay
they are always and every where heroes. =~ »

HENRY,'
You talk fo knowingly, that 'tis plain you have had
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fome experience. that hasbeen the way you were flat-
tered and idolized, while you were king of Paris.

MAYENNE, A

It is true, I was amufed with abundance of idle flat-
teries, which fed me with falfe hopes, and made me
commit {ome great faults.

HENRY,

For my part, I was inftru@ted by my ill fortune:
fuch leffons are harfh, but wholefom; and I fhall ever
retain fo much good from them, as to be more willing
than any body to hear truth concerning myfelf. tell
it me then, dear coufin, if you love me.

MAYENNE.

All our miftakes proceeded from the notion we had
conceived of you in your youth ; we knew the ladies
were your conftant amufement; that the countefs of
Guiche had made you lofe all the advantages of the
battle of Coutras; that you had been jealous of your
coufin the prince of Condé, who feemed more fteady,
more ferious, and more afliduous than you in applica-
tion to public affairs, and who had a good underftand-
ing and great virtue. we looked upon you as a foft
and effeminate perfon, whom the queen-mother had
fooled with a thoufand love-intrigues, who had done
any thing required of him at -Bartholomew-tide to-
wards the innovation of religion; who bad alfo fub-
mitted, after the confpiracy of La Male, to whatever
the court had a mind. ‘in fine, we hoped to have an

Vor.11. K
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eafy purchafe of you.———but, in truth, Sir, I can no
more: I'm all in a fweat, and out of breath; yourma-
jefty isas light and clever, as I am fat and unwieldy. I
can no longer keep pace with you.

. HENRY.

*Tis true, coufin, I have taken pleafure in tiring
you; but it is the only barm I fhall ever do you in my
life, fo finith, pray, what you have begun.

MAYENNE,

You furprized us not a little, when we faw you on
" horfe-back, nightand day, performing actions with an
incredible vigour and diligence, at Cahors, at Laufe in
Gafcony, at Arques io Normandy, at Yvry before Pa-
ris, at Arnay-le-Duc, and at Fontaine-Francoife: you
had the art to win the confidence of the Catholics, with-
outlofing the Hugonots ; you chofe perfons capableand
worthy of yeur truft for bufinefs. you confulted them
without jealouly, and knew how to make ufe of their
good advices, without fuffering yourfelf to be govern~
ed: you were every where before-hand with us; you
were become quite another man, fleady, vigilant, la-
borious, as exaét in all your duties as we formerly had
thought you otherwife.

HENRY,

1 find thofe bold truths you were to have told me,
are landing in commendations. but take along with you
what I told you at firft, which is, that I owe whatever I
am to my adverfe fortune. had I found myflf prefent-
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ly upon the throne, furrounded with pomp, delights
and flatteries, I fhould have diffolved in pleafures; my
natural tendency was to foftnefs : but I feltthe contra-
di&ion of men, and became fenfible of the harm my
failings might do me: I found it neceffary to correét
them ; to bring myfelfunder ; to conftrain myfelf; to
follow good counfels; toimprove my faults ; to enter
into all affairs. this is what reclaims and forms men.



HENRY IV.

SIXTUS V.

DIALOGUE XVIL

Great men effeem one another, notwithflanding oppo-
Sition of interefls.

SIXTUS.
Have long been curious to fee you. while we were
L both in good health, that was hardly poffible. con-
ferences between popes and kings were out of fathion
in our time: but they were not {o, when Leo . and
Francis 1. had an interview at Bologna; and when
Clement vi1. met the fame king at Marfeilles, in or-
der to the marriage of Catharine of Medicis. I (hould
have been glad to have had fuch a conference with you ;
but I was not at liberty, nor did your religion allow
it me.
HENRY.
How greatly are you foftened ! death, I fee, has
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brought you to reafon. fay the truth, you were not
the fame perfon when I was but the poor excommuni-
cated Bernefe.

SIXTUS,

‘Would you have me fpeak to you without difguife :
at firft, I thought the only way was to perfecate you.
1 had by this means greatly embarafled your predecef
for; and indeed I made him heartily repent his having
dared to caufe the butchering of a cardinal of the holy
church. had he taken the life of none but the duke of
Guife, he might have come off eafier : but to attack the
facred purple, was a crime beyond remiffion : I could
not tolerate an outrage of fo dangerous confequence. it
appeared to me effential, after your coufin’s death, to
ufe you with the fame rigour I bad done him; to fpirit
up the league, and, by all means, to prevent an here.
tic’s afcending the throne of France: but I foon per-
ceived that you would get the better of the league; and
your courage gave me a good opinion of you. there
were two perfons, whom I could not, in any decency,
be a friend to, though I naturally loved them both.

HENRY,
‘Who were thofe two perfons, pray, who had been
fo happy as to pleafe you ?
SIXTUS.
Yourfelf and queen Elifabeth of England.
HENRY.
As for her, I don’t wonder that fhe was to your
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tafte. for, in the firft place, fhe was a pope as well as
you, being head of the church of England ; and a pope
too as hanghty as yourfelf. fhe had the knack of get-
ting herfelf feared, and of making heads fly upon oc-
calion : ’tis this, doubtlefs, that mem:ed her the ho-
nour of your good graces.

SIXTUS.

1t did her no harm; 1love people of fpirit, and fuch
as know how to make themfelves malters of others.
the merit I difcovered in you, and which won my af-
fedion, was your having defeated the league, mana-
ged the Noblefle, kept the balance between the Catho-
lics and Hugonots. a man who can do all this is a
man; and I don’t defpife him, as I did bis predecef-
for, who ruined every thing by his foftnefs, and re-

" trieved himfelf only by knavery. had I lived, I had
received you to abjuration, without making you lan-
guifh. you fhould have got off for a few gentle lafhes, -
and declaring that you received the crown of France
from the bounty of the holy fee.

HENRY.

That I fhould never have accepted, but had rather

commenced the war a-frefh.
SIXTUS,

I love to fee that pride of yours: but it was for
want of being fufficiently fupported by my fucceffors,
that you were expofed to fo many confpiracies, which
terminated in your deftru@ion. -
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HENRY.

True; but were you fpared yourfelf 2 the Spanith
faftion trested you mo better thas me; *tis much the
fame, whether by the fword or by poifon. but let us
go and pay a vifit to that worthy queen you are fo fond
of; fhe found means to reign quietly, and longer than
either of us.



CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU

CARDINAL XIMENES.

DIALOGUE XVIIL
Virtue is better than birth.

XIMENES.
OW that we are together, I conjure you to tell
me if it be true that yon ftudied to imitate me.
RICHLIEU,

No; I was too jealous of true glory ta copy after
any man. Ialwaysfheweda bold and original genius,
XIMENES.

I heard you had taken Rochelle, as I had Oran
demolithed the Hugonots, as I overthrew the Moors of
Granada, in order to convert them; proteéted learn-
ing, humbled the pride of the great, raifed the royal au-
thority, eftablifhed the Sorbonne like my univerfity of
Aleala de Hennara ; and that you were promoted by
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the interelt of queen Mary of Medicis, as I had been
by that of Ifabel of Caftile.

RICHLIEU,

*Tis true, there are cestain sefemblances between us,
all owing to pure chance;} but I had no model in my
view. .I contented myfelf with doing things as time and
circumftances offered for the glory of France: befides,
our ftations were very different. I was born at court ;
and had been bred there from:a child. 1 was bifhop of
Lucbn, and fecretary of (late, nearly attached to the
queen, and the marfhal d’Ancre. all this has nothing
in common with an obfcure and friendlefs monk, who
entérs nat into the world, and upon affairs, till the
fixtieth:year of his age.

XIMBNES.,

'Nothmg does me more honour, than my entering fo
late upon them. ' I never had ambitious or fangnine
views. I thought to hawe finithed in the cloifter a life
already -well advanced 3. bug the cardinal de Mendoza,
arghbifhop of Toledo, made me confeflor to the queen ;
and the queen, prepoffefled in my favour, made me
fucceffor to that cardipel in the archbifhopric of To-
ledo, . contrary to the defire of the king, wha wanted
to get in his baftard : afterwards I became the queen’s
chicf counfellor in hee tronbles with regard to'the king.
I undertook the congerfion of Granada, after Ferdies
nand had made the conqueft of it. the queen digd. I
then found myfelf between Ferdinand and his fon-in-

Vou.II. L
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faw Philip of Auftria. Irendered great fervices to Fer-
dinand after the death of Philip. I procured the royal
authority to the father-in-law. in fpite of the gran-
dees, 1 managed affairs with vigour. I made my con-
queft of Oran, where I was in perfon, fole condultor
of every thing; and having noking there to fhare the
aftion, as you had at Rochelle, and at the ftraits of
Safa. after Ferdinand’s death, I was regent in young
ptince Charles’ abfence: "twas I who kept the com-
munities of Spain from commencing the revolt, which
happened after my death. I changed the fecond infant
Ferdinand’s governor and officers, who wanted to make
him king, to the prejadice of his elder brother. in fine,
1died calm and ferene, having loft al authority through
the artifice of the Flemings, who had prejudiced king
Charles again(t me. in afi this I never made one ftep
towards preferment. affairs came and fought me; nor
bhad I in the management of them an eye to any thing
but the public good. this is more honourable than be-
ing born atcourt, fon to a gnndpmot, knight of the
order.

RICHLIED,
Birth never diminifhes the merit of great ations.
XIMENES,

Noj; but ince you urge me, I willtell you that dif=
intereftednefs and moderation ate better than a little
birth.

l

1



AND CARDINAL XIMENES. 83
RICHLIEU,

Do you pretend to compare your adminiftration
with mine? did you change the fyftem of the govern-
ment of all Europe? I pulled down that houfe of Au-
ftria which you ferved; Ibrought into the heart of Ger-
many a viorious king of Sweden, made Catalonia
revolt, recovered the kingdom of Portugal ufurped by
the Spaniards, and filled Chriftendom with my nego-
tiations.

XIMENES.

1 confefs I muft not compare my negotiations with
yours; but I fapported all the moft difficult affairs of
Caftile with fteadinefs, without intereft, ambition, va-
nity or weaknefs. fay as much, if you can,
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CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU

AND

CHANCELLOR OXENSTIERNE.

" DPIALOGUE XVIIL

The difference between a minifler who alls through va-
nity and pride, and another who alts through love ta
bis country.

RICHLIEU.
SINC E my death Europe hath feen no fuch mi-
nifter. ’
OXENSTIERNE,
No, none has had fuch power.
RICHLIEU.

That is not what I mean : I fpeak of genius for go-
vernment ; and I may, without vanity, fay of myfelf,
as I would of another in my place, that I left not my
equal behind me.

OXENSTIERNE. . .

When you talk thus, do you confider that I was
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neither cit nor yeoman; and that I deslt as much in
politics as another.
RICHLIEU.

You! ’tis true you gave fome advice to yourking;
but he undertook nothing but upon the treaties he
made with France; that is tofay, with me.

- ©XENSTIERNE, _

True; but it was I who induced him to make thofe

RICHLIEU,

1 had intelligence of fa&s from father Jofeph ; and
then I took my meafures by what' Charnace had oc-
cafion more nearly to obferve.

OXENSTIERNE,

Your father Jofeph was a vifionary monk: as for
Charnace, he was a good negotiator; but, without me,
nothing had ever been done. the greatGuftavas, who
was in want of every thing, had, in the beginning, ’tis
trae, occafion for money from France; but afterwsrds
hebeat the Bavarians and Imperialifts, and retrieved the
Proteftant party through all Germany. had he lived
after the vitory of Lutzen, he would have greatly emba-
raffed France itfelf, already alarmed at his progrefs, and
would have been the principal power in Europe. you
now repented, but too late, your having affifted hims-
nay, you were even fufpe@ed of being acceffory to his
mth’ T B ’
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' RICHLIEU,
1 am as innocent of it as you.
OXKRSTIZRNE.

¥ am apt to belicveit. but it was ualncky for you,
that na body died patly for your intereft, without your
being immediately believed the author of his death,
now that fufpicion conld praceed from nothing but the
idea you had given of you by the main tenour of your
condu&, in which you facrificed, without fcruple, the
life of men to your own greatnefs.

RICHLIEV.
. That palicy is neceffary in certain cafes.
: OXENATIERNE.
That is what honeft men will always doubt.
RICHLIEV.

That is what you never doubted more than my.
fdf: bot, afice oll, what fo mighty feats have you
donein Europe; you, who are vain enough to com-
pate your miniftry with mine? you were counfellor
10 8 petty barbarqua king, ta s Goth, captsin of ban-
ditti, and in pay of the king of France, to wham I was

nifter.
OXENSTIERNE.

My king had by no means s crown equal ta that of
your mafter: bat that is what coaftitutes both Gafta-
vus’s glory and mine. we came out of a wild and bar-
ren country, without troops, withoutartillery, without
mopey: we difciplined our foldiers, formed officgrs,
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vanquifhed the triumphant srmies of the Imperialifts,
changed the face of Eurepe, and left behind us gene-
suls who tmoght the art of war to all the great men of
their time.

RICHLIERU.

‘There {s fome truth in all you fay: but, to hear
mmwwld&hkyouhdbu-ugmaw
as Guftavus.

OXENSTIERNE,

T was not fO great a one as he; but I underfiood
war; and that I fufficiently fhewed after my mafber’s
death.

RICHLIRU,
mdymmrmenfon,mm-dend&ed
‘Weimar, on whom the frefs of every thing lay.
OXINSTIERNE.

T was not only occapied in negotintions for meine
taining the league ; I affifted alfo at ail the councils
of war; and thole great men will tell you, thet I bad
" theprincipal fhare in all thofe glorious eampaigos.

RICALIZV,

1 fuppofe you were of the council, when they lof
the battle of Norlinguem, which demolifhed the league,
OXENSTIERNE,

I was in the councils: but ’tis the duke of Weis
mar’s bufinefs to anfwer for that battle, which he lot.
when it was loft, I fapported che difpivited party,
the Swedifh srmy contineed in a forciga country,
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.where it fubfifted by my refources. it was I who form-
-ed by my cares a little conquered kingdom which the
duke of Weimar would have preferved had: he lived,
and which you bafely ufurped after his death, you
have feen me in France feeking aid to my nation, with-
‘out troubling my head about your haughtinefs, which
would have hurt your mafter’s interéft, had not I been
more moderate, and more zealous for my country than
you were for yours. you rendered yourfelf odious to
your nation: I'was the darling and glory of mine. I
returned to the wild rocks whence I came. Idied there
in peace, and all Europe is full of my name as well as
of yours. I had neither your dignities, riches, nor
power; nor your poets and orators to flatter me. .I
have nothing on my fide but the good opinion of the
Swedes, and that of all fenfible readers of hiftory and
negotiation. I a&ed according to my religion again(t
the Catholic Imperialifts, who ever fince the battle of
Prague tyrannized. over all Germany. you, (like a
wicked prieft) by our means retrieved the Proteftants,
and crufhed the Catholics in Germany. ’tis eafy to
Judge betwixt us.
RICHLIEV.

I could not avoid that inconveniency, without leav-
ing Europe entirely in the thraldom of the houfe of
Auftria which was aiming at univerfal monarchy: but,
after all, I cannot fotbear laughing to fee a chancellor
give himfelf ont for a great captain.
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! OXENSTIERNE.
1 don’t give myfelf out for a great captain, but for
a man who was of ufe to the generals in the couns
cils of war. I leave to you the glory of having ap-
peared on horfe-back in arms, and in a trooper’s drefs
at the pals of Sufa. nay, they fay you had yourfelf
drawn at Richlieu on horfe-back, with a buff-coat, a
fcarf, plumes and a commander’s ftaff.
RICHLIEU. ~
I can no longer bear your reproaches. farewel,

Vor.II. M
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CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU
AND

CARDINAL MAZARIN.

DIALOGUE XIX.

Charallers of thefe two miniflers, and the difference be-
tween true and falfe polisy.

RICHLIEU.
AH, are you there, fignor Julius! they fay you
governed France after me. how have you done ?
have you compleatly united all Europe againft the
houfe of Auftria? have you overthrown the Hugonot
party which I had weakened ? in fine, have you com-
pleted the fubje@ing of the Noblefle ?
MAZARIN,
You had begun all that; butI had many other dif-
ficulties to deal with: I had atempeftuous regency to
weather.
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RICHLIEU, ‘

A king indolent, and jealous of the very minifter
that ferves him, gives much more trouble in the cabi-
net, than the weaknefs and confufion of a regency.
you had a pretty fteady queen, and under whom af-
fairs might be more eafily managed than under a crab-
bed king, who was ever exafperated againft me by fome
growing favourite. fuch a prince neither governs, nor
lets govern. one muft ferve him whether he will or
no, and does it not, bat by running daily the greateft .
bazards. my life was made unhappy by him of whom
I held all my authority. you know that of all the
Pprinces who thwarted the fiege of Rochelle, the king,
my mafter, was he that gave me molft trouble. I gave,
however, the mortal blow to the Hugonot party, which
had fo many places of firength, and fo many formi-
dable heads, I carried the war into the heart of the
houfe of Auftria. the world will never forget the rc-
wolt of Catalonia; the impenetrable fecrecy with which
Portugal prepared to fhake off the unjuft yoke of the
Spaniards ; Holland fupported by our alliance in a long
war again(t the fame power; all the allies of the North,
of the Empire, and of Italy, attached to me perfonal-
ly, as to a man incapable of failing them; and then
at home the great men brought within the bounds of
their duty. 1had found them intra@able, priding them-
felves in continual caballing againtt all thofe to whom
the king committed his authority, and thinking them-
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{clves obliged to obey the king himfelf, only fo far
as he bribed them fo it, by gratifying their ambition,
and by giving them a boundlefs power in their refpec-
tive governments. 4

MAZARIN.

As for me T was a foreigner; every thing was a- -
gainft me; I had nothing to truft to but my own in-
duftry. 1begun with infinuating myfelfinto the queen’s
favour : I found means to remove the perfons who had
her ear: 1 defended myfelf againft the cabals of the
courtiets, againft the furious parliament, againft the
Fronde, a party fpirited up by an audacious cardinal,
jealous of my rifing fortune; in fine, againfta prince
who was every year covering himfelf with frefh laurels,
and who employed the reputation 6f his vi&ories only
to deftroy me with the moreauthority: {omanyenemies
did I featter, twice was I expelled the kingdom s twice
did I re-enter it in triumph. during my very abfence,
“ewas I who governed the ftate, 1 drove the cardinal de
Retz as far as Rome; I obliged the prince of Condé
to flee into Flanders; in fine, I concluded a glorious
peace, and left a young king, when I died, in condition
to give law to Europe. all this was owing to my ge-
nius fertile in expedients, to my dexterity in negotia-
tion, and to the art 1 bad of keeping men always big
with fome new expe@ation. mark one thing; 1 fhed
not one drop of blood,
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RICHLIEU.

There was no danger of your fhedding any; you

were too weak and faint-hearted.
MAZARIN,

Faint-hearted! did not I caufe the three princes to
be claptup in Vincennes ? the prince had to linger all
the while in his ‘confinement.

RICHLIEU.

1 could lay any wager, that you had neither courage
to detain him, nor to deliver him; and that your per-
plexity was the true caufe of the length of his confine-
ment. butto come to the point; for my part, 1did fhed
forme blood ;, but it was neceffary, in order to humble
the pride of the grandees ever ready to rife in vebel-
lion. itis not very wonderful, that 2 man who fuffer-
-ed all the courtiers and officers of the armyto re-affume
their ancient haughtinefs, put none to death in fo weak
an adminiftration.

MAZARIN.

An adminiftration is by no means weak, when it
compafles its ends by ingenuity without cruelty. ’tis
better to be a fox than a lyon or a tyger.

RICHLIEU.

*Tis by no means cruelty to punith the guilty, whofe
ill examples might be produ@ive of others. impunity
never failing to bring on civil wars, it would have an-
nihilated the king’s authority, ruined the ftate, coft the
blood of I don’t know how many thoufands ; where-
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as I eftablifhed peace and authority, by facrificing a few
guilty perfons; befides, I never had any other enemies
than thofe of the ftate.

MAZARIN.

But you fancied yourflf the ftate in perfon. you
took it for granted, that no body could be a true
Frenchman, without being in your pay.

RICHLIEU,

And did you fpare even the firft prince of the blood,
when you thought bim contrary to yourinterefts? in
order to be well at court, was it not necefary to be a
Mazarin ? I never carried fofpicions and diftruft to a
greater height than you did. we both ferved the flate;
andwhile we ferved it, each of us wanted to govern
every thing; you endeavoured to overcome your e-
nemies by craft and cowardly artifice: 1 again over-
threw mine by open force; and I ferionfly believed
that they fought my deltradtion, with no other view
than to involve France once miore in the calamities
and confufions, out of which I had extricated her with
fo much difficulty. but however I kept always true to
my word ; I wasa fincere friend, or an open foe; I
fupported my mafter’s autherity with refolution and
dignity; thofe I ufed feverely had only themfelves to
blame that they were not loaded with favoars : I made
all manner of advances towards them: I loved, I
courted merit the moment I difcovered it. all I wane-
ed, was, that they thould not thwart my government,
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which I believed neceffary to the welfare of France,
had they been willing to ferve the king according to
their talents, ugder my direQion, they had been my
friends.

MAZARLN.

Say rather your fervants; well paid fervants in-
deed: bat they muft bave put up with a mafler, jea-
lous, imperious, implacable in whatewer touched his
jealoufy.

RICHLIEU.

‘Well, fuppofe I had been too jealous and imperi-
ous, it isa great fault, *tis true; but how many qua-
lities had I, which fpeak an extenfive genius, and an
elevated foul ? as for you, fignor Julius, you betrayed
nothing but cunning and covetonfnefs; you did much
worfe to the French than fhedding their blood. you
corrupted their manners. you made probity unfathi-
onable and ridiculous. Ihad bat checked the infolence
of the great; you broke their fpirit, degraded the No-
blefle, confounded all ranks, and rendered all favours
venal: you feared mesit; there was no getting in
with yom, but by difcovering a low, complying tem-
per of mind, capable of the moft villanous intrigues.
you even had never a true knowledge of men; you
could believe nothing but evil; all elfe to you was but
a fpecious fable: none were for your purpofe but trick-
ing fpirits, who fhould over-reach thofe with whom
you had occafion to negotiate, or trading men, who



96 THE CARDINAL DE RICHLIEU

fhould make you money of every thing. and fo your

name remains defpifed and detefted : on the contrary,

1 am affured that mine danly grows in glory with the

French nation. .
MAZARIN.

You had nobler inclinations than I, fomewhat more
of the bigh and the haughty: but you had withal a
certain tin@ure of vanity and falthood. for my part, I
avoided that prepofterous grandeur, as a ridiculous va-
nity: you bad always about you poets, orators, play-
ers: you were yourfelf a poet, orator, and arival to
Corneille: you compofed books of devotion, with-
out being devout: you would needs be Jack of all
trades, play the gallant, excel in every way. you fwal-
lowed down the incenfe of all authors. is there in Sor-
bonne a door, or a pane of glafs, where you have not
ftuck up your arms?

RICHLIEU,

Your fatyr is pretty keen ; but it is not withoot
foundation. I am very fenfible that true glory ought
to fpurn certain honours, which grofs-judging vanity
purfues; and that one difhonours himfelf by too ea-
gerly defiring to be honoured: but, after all, I loved
learning ; I excited emulation to reftore it. for your
part, you never had any regard cither for the church,

" for learning, for arts, or for virtue. need we wonder,
that {o odious a condué raifed all the grandees of the
ftate, and all honeft men, againit a forcigner?
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MAZARIN,

You talk of nothing but your chimerical magna-
nimity: but for the well governing of a {late, neither
generofity, honelty, nor goodnefs of heart, are in
queftion. the thing requifite, is a genius fruitful in ex-
pedients, impenetrable in its defigns, that is in nothing
ruled by its paffions, but in every thing by its inte-
reft, that is inexhauftible in refources to overcome dif-
ficulties.

RICHLIEU,

True ability confifts in never having occafion to
deceive, and in always fucceeding by honeft means.
*Tis only through weaknefs, and for want of know-
ing the right way, that one {irikes into by- paths, and
bas recourfe to cunning. true ability confifts in not
amufing one’s felf with fo many expedients, but in
chufing direétly, by a clear and diftin& view, that
which is beft, when compared with others.. fuch fer-
tility of expedients proceeds lefs from extent and
ftrength of genius, than from a want of ftrength, and
juftnefs of judgment to make a choice. true ability
confifts, in being fenfible that at long-run the greate(t
of all refources in affairs is the univerfal reputation
of probity.. you are always in danger, when you can
get none in your intereft but fools or knaves: but
when the character of your probity is eftablifhed, good
men, and even bad too, confide in you. your enemies

Vor. II. N
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fear you greatly, and your friends love you in the fame

manner. as for you, with all your Proteus appearan-

ces, you never found the method of getting yourfelf

beloved, efteemed, or feared. Iown you were a great

mountebank, but not a great man. .
MAZARIN.

You talk of me as if I had been a coward : I thew-
ed in Spain, while I carried arms there, that I did not
fear death. this alfo appeared in the perils to which
1 was expofed during the civil wars of France. as for
you, ’tis well known that you were afraid of your
own fhadow, and that you thought always you faw
under your bed fome affaffin ready to poniard you.
but we are to fuppofe you had thofe panics only at
certain times,

RICHLIBU.

Ridicule me as much as you pleafe. for my pare, I
fhall ever do juftice to your good qualities. you did
not want valour in war: but you wanted courage,
conftancy and greatnefs of foul in affairs. you were
pliable only through weaknefs, and for want of fixed
principles in your mind. you had not refolution to
deny a man to his face. this made you promife too
eafily, and afterwards elude all your promifes by an
hundred captious evafions. thefe evafions, however,
were palpable, and unavailing; they fcreened you
only becaufe you were clothed with authority; and
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an honeft man would rather you had told him plain-
Jy: 1 was in the wrong to promife yo; and I find
it out of my power to perform what [ promifed, than
to have added, to the breach of promife, little fhuffling
fubterfuges to play upon the unfortupate. ’tis a fmall
matter to be brave in the field, if oneis weak in the ca-
binet. many princes, capable of dying glorioufly, have
dithonoured themfelves like the loweft of men, by their
foftnefs in ordinary affairs. :
© MAZARIN.

*Tis very cafy to talk thus: but when a man has
fo many to pleafe, he mult amufe them as he can:
one has not favours to beftow onall; ’tis impoffible
for every one to get juftice. when a man has nothing
elfe to give people, he thould, at leaft, allow them
vain hopes.

RICHLIEU,

I grant that a great many fhould be allowed to
hope: that is not deceiving them ; for every one in
his ftation may meet with his reward, and even ad-
wvance himfelf, upon fome occafion or other, beyond
what might have been imagined. as for unreafonable
and ridiculous hopes, if they entertain fuch, fo much
the worfe for them. ’tis not you who deceive them,
but themfelves; and they have nothing to blame but
their own folly. but to give them in the chamber of
aadience promifes, which you laugh at in the clofet,

N2
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is unworthy of an honeft man, and pernicious to the
reputation of affairs. for my part, I fupported and ad-
vanced the king’s authority, without having recourfe
to fo wretched methods. the fa& is undeniable, and
you difpute with a man who is a decifive inftance of the
falfenefs of your maxims. ‘

THE END OF THE DIALOGUES,
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THE

M E D A L

AN

ALLEGORICAL EPISTLE

TO THE

ARCHBISHOP or CAMBRAY.

Think, Sir, that T ought to lofe no time of inform-

ing you of a thing extremely carious, and upon
which you will not fail to make the proper reflei-
ons. wehave got in this country a learned man, nam-
ed M. Wanden, who has great correfpondence with
the antiquaries of Italy : he pretends to have received
from them an ancient medal, which I have never yet
been ableto get afight of, but whereof he has caufed
fome copies to be ftruck, which are finely done, and
which will, in all probability, very foondifperfe them-
felves thro’ all the countries where are any curious
perfons. I hope to fend you onein 3 fewdays ; inthe
mean time, I fhall give the moft exa&@ defcription of it
1 can. onone fide this medal, which is very large, re=
prefents a boy of a very fine and very noble figure;
you fee Pallas covering him with her Egis ; at the
fame time, three Graces ftrew his way with flowers;

P '
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Apollo, attended by the Mufes, offers him his lyre ;
Venus appears in the air in her chariot, drawn by
doves, and lets her girdle fall upon him ; waory
points out to him with one hand, a triumphant car,
and, with the other, prefents to him a crown, the
motto is taken from Horace; ¢ non fine Dis animofus
¢ infans.” “no generous boy without Propitious gods.’
the reverfe is very different. it is manifeft that ’tis
the fame boy, for one immediately knows the fame
air of thehead; but he has about him none but gro-
tefques and hideous masks, venemous reptiles, as vi-
pers and ferpents, infe@s, owls, and vaillainous har-
pics, which fling about with ordure on all fides, and
tear every thisg with their hooked claws: there is a
. eompany of impudent and fheering Batyrs, who af-
fume the oddeft poftures; who grin, and point with
their fingers to the tail of 2 monftrous fifh, which ter-
minates the body of the beauteous boy ; underneath
you read thefe words, which you know are alfo Ho-
face’s: ¢ turpiter atrum definit in pifcan.’ “he fhame-
¢ ful ends in a foul fithe’s tail.’ the learned are much
puzzled to find out upon what occafion this medal has
been flruck in antiquity. fome maintain that it re-
prefents Caligula, who being fon to Germanicus, bad
given in his infancy fo exalted hopes for the happinefs
of the empire, but who afterwards becamea monfter.
others willhave it,that all this has been done for Nero,
whofe beginnings wete fo happy, and end fo horri-
ble. butbo:hag:ecdnt s fhinning young Prince is
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meant, who promifed much, and proved deceitful.
but there are others more deftruftful, who will not be-
lieve that this medal is an antique. themyftery which
M. Wanden makes of it occafions great fufpicions :
people will be fancying that they fee fomething of
our time figured in the medal; perhaps it fignifies
great hopes whichhave turned, or may turn into great
curfes ; they feem malicioufly to glance at fome young
Prince, all whofe good qualities they firiveto fink in
the defe@simputed to him; befides M.Wanden is not
only curious, but a politician, ftrongly attached to
the Prince of Orange; and it is fufpeéted that it is in
confederacy with him, that he means to difperfe this
medal thro’ all the courts of Europe. you will judge
much better than 1, Sir, what fhould be thought of it.
it fufficeth me to have imparted to you this news,
which caufes hot difputes here amongft all men of let-
ters, and to affure you that Iam always

:Amﬁerdam, ! Your moft humble
May4,1691.

and moft obedient fervaht

BAYLE.
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FABLE I

THE ADVENTURES OF ARISTONOUS.

Sornnom{Mus HAVING LOST THE MEANS

of his anceftors by fhipwrecks, and other mis-
fortunes, folaced himfelf by his virtuein the ifle of De-
los. there he fung to agolden lyre, the wonders of the
god, adoredin thatifland: he cultivated the mufes,
by whom he was beloved ; he curioufly inveftigated all
the fecrets of nature, the courfe of the ftars, and of
the heavens, the order of the elements, the firucure of
the univerfe, which he meafured with his compafs, the
virtues of plants,and the conformation of animals ;

but above all, he fudied himfelf; and exerted his high-
B
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cft application to'adorn his foul with virtue. thus for-
tune, by attempting to deprefs him, had exalted him
to true glory, which is that of wifdom.

‘While he lived happy without riehes in his retreat,
heoneday perceived upon thefea-fhorea venerableold
man, who was to him unknown ; it was a ftranger,
who had juft landed on the ifland. this ancient perfon
admired the banks of the fea, where he knew the ifle
had been formerly floating ; he confidered that coaft,
where arofe, above the fands and rocks, little hills,
ever covered with a {pringing and flowery turf; he
could not fufficiently gaze upon the cryftal fountains
and rapid ftreams that watered this delightful country;
he advanced towards the facred grovesthat encompafs
the temple of the god ; he was amazed to fee that ver-
dure, which north-winds never dare to tarnifh; and
he now examined the temple of a Parian marble,
whiter than faow, furrounded by lofty columns of
jafper. ,

Sophronymus was no lefs attentive to examine the
afpet of the old man. his filver beard hung down up-
on his breaft, his wrinkled face had nothing deformed,
he was flill exempt from the injuries of adecrepit age,
his eyes fparkled a fweet vivacity, his perfon was tall
and majeftic, but a little bending, and an ivory ftaff
fupported him. O ftranger, faid Sophronymus to him,
what feek you in this ifland, which feems unknown
toyou ? ifitis the temple of the god, you fee it yon-



OF ARISTONOUS, 3
der, and I am at your fervice tocondu& you thither,
for I fear the gods, and am well apprized what Jupi-
ter requires us to do, for the affiftance of ftrangers. I
accept, anfwered the old man,the offer you make me
with fo many marks of goodnefs, andI pray the gods
to reward your love for ftrangers : let us move then
towards the temple. by the way he related to Sophro-
nymus the ftory of his voyage. Iam, faid he, by name
Ariftonous, a native of Clazoménae, a city of Ionia,
fituate on that pleafant coaft which runs out into the
fea, and feems to meet the ifle of Chios, the fortunate
countty of Homer. I was born of poor, tho’ noble
parents ; my father, named Polyftratus, who was al-
ready encumbered with & numerous family, would by
no means bring me up, but caufed me to be expofed
by one of his friends at Teos. an old woman of Ery-
thrae,who had fome {mall intere(t near the place where
I was expofed, took me into her houfe, and nourithed
me with the milk of goats ; but as fhe had fcarcely a
fubfiftence for herfelf, fo foon as I wasofage to ferve,
fhe fold nte toa flave-merchant, who carried me into
Lycia; he fold me at Patara to a rich and virtuous
perfon,called Alcinus. this Alcinus took care of my
youth ; I appeared to him docile, moderate, fincere,
affe@tionate, and diligent, in applying myfelf to all the
honeurable things in which any pleafed to inftru&t me;
he devoted me to the arts, patronized by Apollo; he

caufed me to be taught mufic, the exercifes of the bo-
B 2
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dy, and aboveall, the art of healing wounds. I foon
acquired a confiderable reputation in that fo neceflary
art ; and Apollo, who infpired me, difcovered to me
wonderful fecrets. Alcinus, who loved me daily more
and more, and was over-joyed to fee the fuccefs of
his cares for me, gave me my freedom, and fent me
to Damocles, king of Lycaonia, who living amidft de-
lights, loved life, and feared to lofe it. this monarch
to fecure me, loaded me with riches. fome years after,
Damocles died. his fon inftigated againft me by flac-
terers, gave me a hearty difguft of all things that have
pomp and fplendor; Ifelt, in fhort, a violent defire
to revifit Lycia, where I had fo {weetly pafled my in-
fant years ; IThoped to find Alcinus, who had brought
me up, and who was the firft author of all my fortune.
arriving in that country, I learned that Alcinus was
dead, after having loft his means, and fuffered with
much conftancy the misfortunes of his old age. I went
and fprinkled flowers and tears vpon his athes; I put
an honourable infcription on his tomb, and enquired
what was become of his children. Iwas told, that the
onlyone furviving,named Orchilochus,unable to bear
the thought of appearing without fubftance in his na~
tive country, where his father had lived with fo much
fplendor, had embarked on board aforeign veflel, in
order to go and lesd an obfcure life in fome remote
ifland of the fea : my informer added, that this Orchi-
Jochus had been caft away fhortly after, about the ifle
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of Carpathus, and that thus there were no longer any
remains of the family of my benefa@tor Alcinus. Iim-
mediately conceived thoughts of buying the houfe:
where he had dwelt, with the fertile fields which he’
poffefled around it. Twas fond to re-vifit thofe fpots,
which re-called the fweet remembrance of fo pleafant
an age, and of fo good a mafter ; methought I was yet
in that bloom of my youthful years, in which I ferved
Alcinus. fcarce had I purchafed the fee of his eftate
from his creditors, when I was obliged to go to Clazo-
menae, my father Polyftratus, and my mother Phi-
dila were dead, and I had feveral brothers who lived
in no greatharmony together : as foon as I reached
Clazomenae, I prefented myfelf to them,in an humble
drefs, like a man deftitute of fubftance, fhewing them
the tokens with which you know care is taken to ex-
pofe children. they were aftonifhed to fee thus aug-
mented the number of Polyftratus’s heirs, who were

- to partake his fmall fucceffion ; they would needs even
controvert my birth, and refufed before the judges to
acknowledge me. whereupon, to punifh their inhu-
manity, I declared that I confented to be as an alien
amongft them; and I demanded thatthey fhould be ex-
cluded for ever from being my heirs. the judges or-
dainedittobe fo ; and then I fhewed the riches I had
brought along with me in my fhip; I difcovered to
them that I was that Ariftonous, who had acquired fo
much treafure in the fervice of Damocles, king of Ly-
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caonis, and that { wasnever married. my brothers now
repented theirhaving treated me fo unjuftly, and thro’
the defire of being enabled to become one day my
heirs, they ufed their utmoft endeavours, but all to no
purpole, to infinuate themfclves into my favour. their
divilions occafioned our father’s effe@s tobefold ; I
bought them, and they had the mortification to fee our
father’s whole eftatedevolveinto the hands of him, to -
whom they had not been willing to allow the fimalleft
fhare ofit. thus they fell all into a difmal poverty; bat
after they had come to a fufficient fenfe of their fault,X
was willing to give them fome proofof my good-na-
ture: Iforgave them, I received them intb my houfe,
I gave each of thém wherewithal to make his fortune
by trading at fea, I re-united them all ; they and their
children dwelt together peaceably with me, Ibecame
the common father of ail thofe different families; by
their union and induftry they quickly madé confide-
rable fortunes. in the mean time, age, as you fee, is
come to knock at my door,it hath whitened my hairs,
and wrinkled my face, it admonifheth me, that I fhall
notlong enjoy fo perfet a profperity. before I die, I
had amind to pay on¢ laft vifit to that land which is
fodear to me,and which touches me more nearly than
my native countty itfelf, that Lycia, whére I learsied
- to be good atid wife, under the tuition of the virtuous
Alcinus, as I was repafling thitlter, I met with a met
chant, belonging to one of the Cyclad ifldnds, who
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affured me, that there fill remained st Delos, 2 fon of
Oschilocbus, who imitatéd the wifdom and virtue of
his grand-father Alcinus. inftantly I quitted the rout
of Lycia, and bafted to come to find ont, under the
anfpices of Apollo, in this his ifland, that precious
remnant of a family, to which I owe my all. J have
now but fhort while to live ; the faml fifter, an enemy
to that {weet repofe, which the gods fo feldom grant
to mortals, will fpeedily cut the thread of my days ;
but Ifhall be content to die, provided my eyes, before
they clofe upon the light, may have been blefled with
a fight of my mafter’s grand-fon. fpeak now, O you,
who dwell in this ifland with him, do you know him?
can you tell me where I fhall find him? if you bring
me to fee him, may the gods in return grant you to
fee, between your knees, your childrens childrentothe
fifth gegeration ; may the gods preferve all your houfe
in peace and plenty, as the fruit of your virtue. while
Ariftonous {poke thus, Sophronymus burft into tears
of joy and. grief: at length, without having power to
fpeak, he threw himfelf upon the-old man’s neck, he
embraces, he hugs him, and, after a-great while, mut-
ters, with difficulty, thefe words, interrupted with
broken fighs.

I am, O my father, the. perfon whom you feek !
you fee- Sophronymus, the grand-fon of your. friend
Alcinus. ’tis I; and I cannot doubt, after hearing you,
but the gods have fent you hither tomitigate my woes.
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gratitude, which feemed loft upon earth, is found again
in youalone, I haveheard, whenachild, that a famous
rich man, fettled in Lycaonia, had been brought up
at my grand-father’s; but as Orchilochus, my father,
who died young, left me in the cradle, I have known
thofe things but confufedly, nor have I ventured to go
into Lycaoniaupon an uncertainty,and I chofe rather
to remain in this ifland, comforting myfelf under my
misfortunes, by the contempt of vain riches, and by
the pleafing employment of cultivating the mufes, in
the facred houfe of Apollo. wifdom, which accuftoms
men to be calm and content with little, hath hitherto
fupplied to me the place of all other enjoyments.

In finithing thefe words,Sophronymus finding him-
felf arrivedat thetemple, propofed to Ariftonous there
to make his prayer and offerings: they offered to the
god a facrifice of two fheep, whiter than fnow, and of
abull, that had a crefcent upon the forehead, between
thehorns; afterwards they fung verfes in- honor of
the god who enlightens the univerfe, who rules the
feafons, who prefides over the fciences, and animates
thechoir of the ninemufes. upon goingout of the tem-
ple, Sophronymus and Ariftonous fpent the reft of the
day inrelating their adventures to each other. Sophro-
nymus received into his houfe the venerable {tranger,
with allthetendernefs and refpet he would have thewn
to Alcinus himfelf, had he been yet alive. next morn-
ing they departed together, and fet fail for Lycia,
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Ariftonous carried Sophronymus into a fertile coun-
try, on the fide of the river Xanthus, into whofe wa-
ters, Apollo, athis return from the chace,all over duft,
hath fo oft plunged himfelf, and wathed his flaxen
hair : they found along that river, poplars, and wil«
laws, whereof the tender and fpringing verdure con-
cealed the nefts of an infinite number of birds, which
warbled night and day; theriver tumbling from arocka
with much noife and foam,broke its waves in a canal,
bottoped with flinty pebbles ; all the plain was co-
vered with golden crops; the hills, thatrofe into an
amphithestre, were loaded with vines and fruit-trees 3
thereall natnre was fmiling andlovely,theheaven was
foft and ferene,and the earth ever ready to bring forth
from herbofom new riches, to reward the pains of the
husbendman. advancing along the river fide, Sophro-
nymns perceived an boufe, plain and moderate, but of
an agresable srchite@ure, with juft proportions : he
.there found neither marble, nor gold, nor filver, nor
ivary,ner famiture of purple ; every thing in it was
nest, and full of propriety and conveniency, without
.magnificence; afountain playedin the middle of thg
cours, andformed 3 little canal along a verdant carpet;
the gardans ware by no means large, but there were
to be feen the fryits and plants ufeful for the food
of men. on the two fides of the garden appeared
two groves, whofe trees were almoft as ancient as the
sarth their mother, and whofe thick-woven branche

c .
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made a fhade, impenetrable to the rays of the fur.
they entered into an hall, wherethey made a fweet re-
paft of thedainties which nature furnifhed in the gar-
dens; nor was ought to be feen there of what the de-
Ticacy of men goes fo far to feek, and pays fo dear for
fni cities. there wasmilk, as fweet asthat which Apollo
vouchfafed to milk, while fhepherd to king Admetus;
there was honey,more exquifite than that of the bees of
Hybla in Sicily, or of mount Hymettus in Attica;
there were garden-herbs, and frefli-gathered fruits; a
wihe, more delicious than netar, flowed out of large
vafes, into cups curioufly carved. during this frugal,
but comfortable and ‘quiet repaft, Ariftonous would
by no means fit down at table; at firft, he did what he
could, under various pretexts, to conceal his modetty,
bt at laft, when Sophronymus infifted upon it, he de-
clared, that he would: never be prevailed upon to eat
with'the grand-fon of Alcinus, at whofe back he fo
Tong had waited in the fame hall : there, faid he to bint,
that wife old man had wont to eat ; there would he
converfe with his friends; there would he play at
different games ; here would he walk, reading Hefiod,
or Homer; here did he repofe himfelf in the night.
upon recalling of thefe circumftances his heart mele-
ed, and tears trickled from his eyes. after the re-
paft, hecarried Sophronymus to fee the beautiful mea-
dow, where his lowing herds ftrayed by the river fide;
then they efpied the flocks of fheep, returning from
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their rich paftures ; the bleating dams, with diftended
udders, were followed by their little skippinglambs :
every where were to be feen the bufy workmen, who
loved labour for the intereft of their gentle and hu-
mane mafter, who made himfelf beloved by them,and
alleviated to them the hardfhips of flavery.

Ariftonous having fhewn Sophronymus this houfe,
thefe flaves, thefe herds and flocks, and thefe lands,
become {o fertilethro’ a careful cultivation, addrefled
bim in the following terms: I am overjoyed to fee
you in the ancient patrimony of your anceftors; I
bave now my heart’s defire, fince I put you in poffef-
fion of the place where Ifo long ferved Alcinus: en-
joy in peace what was his ; live happy, and, by your
vigilance, fecureto yourfelfa far off, anend more com-
fortable than his : at the {fame time, he makes over to
bim the eftate, with all the forms prefcribed by law ;
and declares, that he precludes his natural heirs from
his fucceflion, if ever they prove fo ungrateful as to
controvert the donation he bath made to the grand-
fon of Alcinus, his benefacor. but this is not enough
to fatisfy the heart of Ariftonous ; before he gives him
hishoufe, he adorns it compleatly with new furniture,
plain and decentindeed, but neat and genteel ; hefills
the granaries with the rich prefents of Ceres, and the
celiar with a wine of Chios, worthy to be ferved by the
hand of Hebeor Ganymede, to the table of the great
Jove; helays in alfo Parmenian wine, with an abun-

C2
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dant provifion of honey of Hymettus and Hybla, and’
of Attican oil, almoft asTweetas the honey itfelf. laft«
ly, to thefe headds, fleeces innumerable of a fine wool,
white as fnow, rich fpoils of the tender ews, which
grazed upon the mountains of Arcadia, and in the
rich paftures of Sicily. in this condition does he give
his houfe to Sophronymus; hegives him alfo fifty
Euboic talents, and referves to his kindred what
fortune he poffefles in the peninfula of Clazomenae,
,about Smyrna, Lebedos, and Colophon, which was
very confiderable. the donation made, Ariftonous re-
imbarks, in order to return into Ionia. Sophronymus
aftonithed, and deeply affe@ed with fomagnificent be-
nefits,accompanies him to the thip, with tears in his
eyes, calling him always father, and hugging him in
his arms. Ariftonous arrived quickly at home, by a
happy voyage; nor did any of his relations dare to
complain of what he had given to Sophronymus. I
have left, faid he to them, as my laft will, an order,
that all my effe@ts fhall be fold, and diftributed to the
poor of Ionia, if ever anyone of you pretend to con«
trovert the gift I have made to the grand-fon of Al-
cinus. the wifeold man lived in peace, and enjoyed
the fubftance the gods had granted to his virtue. eve-
ry year, notwithftanding his age, hemade a voyage in«
to Lycia to re-vifitSophronymus,and to go and offer
& facrifice upon Alcinus’s tomb, which he had enrich«
ed with the nobleft ormaments of architecture and
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feulptate, he had given orders that Ms own athes, s
ter his death, fhould be carried into the fame tomb,
that fo they might repofe with thofe of his deat nmafter,
each returning fpring, Sophronymus, impatient for
the annual vifit, had his eyes coatinually torned to-
wards the fhore, in order,as foon aspoffidle, to deft
cry the fhip of Ariftonous, whith daly arrived at that
feafon. every yearhad he the pleafare of feeing from
afar that fhip, which was fo dear to him, skimting the
briny waves ; and the coming of that fhip was to him
infinitely more pleafing than all the graces of nature
reviving in the fpring, afier the rigours of the fever-
eft winter.

One yeur he looked, and looked again, but no aps
pearanceof the longed for velftl; he fighed bicterly, fuds
nefs and fear were painted on his countenance, fweet
fleepfled far from his eyes, the moft exquifite meats no
longer feemed pleafantto hith 3 he was reftlefs, alarm«
«d at the finalieft nolfe, ever tarning towards the porey
he was asking every moment, if none bad feen any
veflel coming from Ionia. he fpied one, but alas! no
Ariftonaus was there, it catried only his athesin afils
ver urn. Amphicles, an ancientfriend ofthe deceafed,
and much about the fame age, the fuithful executor of
his laft will, was bringing, witha heavy heart,this ara,
when he accofted Sophronymus, fpeech failed both,
and they expreffed themfelves only by mutual fobs 3
Sophronymus having kiffed the urn, and watered it
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with his tears, atlength broke filence thus : Oh! my
dear old man, you conftituted the happinefs of my
life, and you now caufe me the cruelleft of all afflic-
tions; I fhall never fee you more; death were delight-
ful to me, did it bring me to fee you, and to attend
you into the Elyfian ficlds, where your fhade enjoys
the blisful peace,which the juftgods referve for virtue;
yourevived,in our days, juftice, piety, and gratitude,
upon earth ; you fhewed, in an age of iron, the good-
nefs and innocence of the age of gold ; the gods before
they crowned you in the manfion of the juft, granted
you here below an happy, agreeable, and long life:
but alas! what fhould have lafted for ever is never
longenough. I feel no more any pleafure in enjoying
your gifts, fince I am reduced to enjoy them without
you. O dear fhade! when fhall I follow you? precious
afhes, if yet you ought can feel, you will doubtlefs
tafte the pleafure of mingling with thofe of Alcinus ;
- mine fhall alfo join them oneday ; in the mean time,
all my confolation fhall be to preferve thofe remains
of what I moft beloved. O Ariftonous! Ariftonous!
no, you fhall not die, you fhall live always in the in-
moft recefles of my heart: fooner fhall I forget myfelf,
‘than ever forget that man, who o much loved me,
who fo much loved virtue, to whom Iowedmyall.
After thefe words, interrupted with deep fighs, So-
phronymus placed the urn in the tomb of Alcinus; he
immolated feveral vi&tims, whofe blood overflowed
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thie altars of tuirf, that furrounded the tomb ; he pour:
ed copiouslibations of wine and milk ; he burned pers
fumes, brought from the fartheft eaft, and an odorifes
rous cloud-arofe in the midft of the air. Sophronymus
inftitated funeralgames, tobe celebrated yearly at the
fame feafon, in honour of Alcinus and Ariftonous.
thither they came from the happy .and fertile Carfa,
from the enchanted banks of Meander, which plays it
fo many windings, and feems relu&antly to quit the
country which it waters ; from the ever-green banks
of Cayfter, from the borders of Pactolus, which rolls
a golden fand beneath its waves ; from Pamphilia,
which Ceres, Pomona, and Flora, firive emulous to
adorn ; infine, from the wide extended plains of Ci-
licia, garden-like, watered by the torrents which fall
from Taurus’s top, white with everlafting fnows. dur-
ing this {o folemn feaft, the young men and maidens
clothed in trailing robes of fineft lawn, whiter than
the lilly, chanted hymns to the praife of Alcinusand
Ariftonous; for there was no praifing of the one,with~
out praifing alfo the other, nor parting of two perfons
fo clofely united, even after their diffolution.

‘What is moft marvellous was, that upon the very
firlt day, while Sophronymus was making the libatis
ons of wine and milk, a myrtle, of an exquifite ver-
dure and odour, fprung up in the middle of the tomb,
and reared, at once, its tufted head, to cover the two
urns with its branches and fhadow. every one cried,
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that Ariftonous, in reward of his virtue, had been
changed into that beantifyl tree. Sophronymus took
care to water it himfelf, and to honour itas a divi-
pity, tbat tree, far from growing old, renews itfelf
every ten years; and the gods have been pleafed to
fhew, by this wonder, that the virtue, which calts fo
fweet a perfame upon thc memory of men, can never,
never die,
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MELESICHTHON.

FABLE IL

Elefichthon, born at Megara, of an illuftrious

race among the Greeks, made it the whole

fudy of his youth, to imitate in war the examples of
his anceftors. he fignalized his valour and talentsin
feveral expeditions; andasall his inclinations wereto
magnificence,he there made fo fumptuous a figure,that
be quickly run out his fortune: he was forced to retire
to a country-houfe, upon the feafide, where he lived
in a profound folitude, with his wife Proxinoe. fhe
had wit, courage, and fpirit ; her beauty and birth had
made her courted by matches, much richer than Me.
lefichthon; but him fhe had prefered to all others, fole-
ly for his merit. thefe two perfons, whofe virtue and
affe@tion, had made them naturally happy for a courfe
of feveral years, began now to render themfelves
mutually unhappy, by the fympathy they had with
each other. Melefichthon would have more eafily
fapported-his misfortunes, could he have fuffered
them alone, and without a perfon %ho was fo dear

to him. Proxinoc was fenfible that fhe increafed the
D
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pains of Melefichthon : they ftrove to comfort them-
felves by two children, who feemed to have been form-
ed by the Graces ; the fon was named Melibeus, and
the daughter Poemenis. Melibeus, in a tender age,
begun already to difcover ftrength, addrefs, and cou-
rage ; at wreftling, ranning, and the other exercifes,
heout-did the children of the neighbourhood;he would
plunge into the forefts, ner were his arrows lefs fure
than thofe of Apollo ; he followed that god fill more
in the feiences and liberal arts, than in the exercifes
of the body. Melefichthon, in his retirement, taught
bima whatever can improve or adors the mind, what~
eyer can make virtue beloved, or regulate the man-
pers, Melibeus had a fimple, mild, and ingennous sir,
but poble, refolute, and bold : his father would caft
bis eyes upon him, and his eyes would Au;wn them
felves in tears, Poemenis was inftruéted by her mo-
ther in all the curious arts which Minerva hath givea
tomen ; fhe added 1o the moft exquifitehandy-works,
the charms of a vaice, which the joimed to 2 lyre,moce
moying than that of Orpheus; to behold ber, one
would have thought it was young Diana, juft come
forth from her native floating ifland 5 her faxen
stcfles were negligently| tied behind, fome that had
efcaped, waved upon her neck ia the wind ; fhe had
but a light garment, which a girdle tucked a listle
up, in order to be the fitter for akion : without the
foreign sid of orgament, fhe eclipled the moft beaur
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tiful cbjedts, and yet fhe knew it not ; the bad even
niever dreamed of beholding herfelf in a fountain;
fhe faw none but her ows family, and thought
of nothing but her work. but the father, overwhelm-
ed: with cares, and-finding his affairs irretcievable,
fought nothing but folitude: his wife and childeen
wrere his confhant raek ; he would often walk along
the thore to the foot ofa bugerock, full of wild caves;
there: would he deplore his misfortunes, and then
often emter into adeep-winding vale, which a thick
wood hid from the rays of the fan, in all his meridi-
an power: hewould fit down upon the turf, which
bordered a cryftal fountain,. and all the'melancholy
thouglits would return in crouds into his mind ; re-
frofhing fleep was far from his eyes, he no longet
fpoke but in moans, old-age came before the time;, to
wither and wrinkle his face; he forgot evemall the
wants of life, and funk down under his afliGion.

Oneday as he was in this deep valley, he fell afleep
through wearinefs and wafte of {pirits : thenhefawin
& dream, the goddefs Ceres, crowned with gilded ears
of corn, prefenting hierfelf to him with a kindand ma~
jeftic countenance, wherefore, faid fhe to him, calling
‘him by his name, do you fuffer yourfelfto be deprefled
by therigoursof fortune? alas! anfwered ke, my friends
have forfaken me; I have no longerany fubftance, no-
thing remains to me, but creditors, and law-{uits; my
birthcrowns mymisfortune; I cannot bear the thought

D2
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of working like a flave, in order to earn my living. ’

Then Ceres replied: doth nobility confift in pof-
feflions ? doth it not rather confift in imitating the vir-
tue of one’sanceftors? there are none noble but fuch
as are jult, live upon little; earn that little by your
labour; be a burden to nobody; and you will be the
nobleft of men. mankind render themfelves miferable
by foftnefs and falfe glory. if neceffaries are wanting
to you, why would you owe them to any others than
yourfelf? do you want courage to give them to your-
felf, by a laborious life ?

Shefaid; and forthwith prefented to hima golden
. plough, with an horn of plenty. then Bacchus ap-
peared, crowned with ivy, and holding a thyrfe in his
hand, he was followed by Pan, who played upon the
flute, and made Fauns and Satyrs dance around. Po-
mona next made her appearance, loaded with fruits,
and Florabedecked with the livelieft and moft fragrant
flowers ; all the rural deities calta favourable eye upon
Melefichthon.

He awoke, conceiving the force and meaning of
this divine dream ; he felt himfelf cheared and full of
tafte for all the labours of a country life. hedifclofed
the dream to Proxinoe, who entered intoall his fen-
timents. the very next day they difmiffed all their ufe-
lefs fervants ; no longer was to be feen about them
any domeftics, whofe fole employment was the fer-
vice of their perfons ; they had now neither chariot,
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nor charioteer : Proxinoe with Poemenis fpun as they
tended their fheep ; afterwards they made their webs
and ftuffs ; then they cut and fewed their own cloaths,
and thofe of the reft of their family : in place of the
works of filk, gold, and filver, which they had wont
to make with the exquifite art of Minerva, they now
exercifed their fingers only at the fpindle, or fuch
like humble toils; they prepared with their own
hands, the herbs which they gathered in their garden,
for the food of the whole houfe; the milk of their
flock, which they went and milked themfelves, com-
pleted their plentifu] chear ; they bought nothing, all
was prepared with propriety and eafe: every thing
was good, fimple, natural, feafoned by appetite, infe-
parable from fobriety and labour.

In this rural life, every thing about them was clean
and neat ; all the tapeftry was fold, but the walls of
the houfe were white, nor was ought to be feen any
where flovenly, or out of order; the furniture was
never covered with duft; thebeds were of ftuffs,coarfe,
butdecent ; the very kitchen had a neatnefs, not to
be found in great houfes, every thing there was finely
difpofed and fhining. to regale the family on holi-
days, Proxinoe would bake delicious cakes ; fhe had
bees, whofehoney was fweeter than that which flowed
from the trunks of hollow oaks, during the golden
age. the cows came of themfelves to offer floods of
milk ; that laborioushoufwife badinher garden all the
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phnts ufefal for the food of man, ix each feafon, and
wasalways thefisft to hawe the fruits and herbsin their
refpeQive times ; fhe had even a great many flowers,
whereofthefoldapart,after having employmbthe other
in the adorning of her houfe. the daughter feconded
the mother, and tafted no ather pleafure than that of
finging while fhe worked, or tended her flocks in the
psftures; no other flock equalled hers, nor contagion,
nor wolves durft approach it ; as fhe fung her tender
jambkins danced upon the grafs, and all the echoes
around feemed to take pleafure in repeating her fongs.
Melefichthon manured himfelf his field, Himfelf
drave his plough, himfelf fowed and reaped ; he found
the toils of agriculture lefs hard, more innocent, and
more ufeful than thofe of war. fcarce had he mowed
the tender grafs of his meadows, when he hafted to
carry.off the gifts of Ceres, which paid him an hun-
dredfold his feed. quickly Bacchusdiftilled for him,
a ne@ar worthy of the table of the gods; Minerva
gavehim alfo the fruit of her tree, which is fo ufeful
to man. winter was the feafon of reft, wherein the
whole family affembled,. tafted an innocent.joy, and
thanked the gods for being fo difabufed of falfe plelb
fures, they eat no meat, but in their facrifices, m‘,
their flocks were deftined folely for the altars.
Melibeus difcovered fcarce any of the paffions
youth; he tended the larger cattle, he felled 3’4

i
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©aks in the forefts, he dug little canals ¢o water ek
meadows, he was indefatigable in eafing his father 5
his pleafures, when isbour was net in feafon, were
hunting, reaping with yeung perfons of his ownage,
and reading, of which his father had given him 2
talle.
In a very bietle time Melefichthon, by accufloming
him(elfeo a imple life, found himfelf richer than ke
had been before; he had indeed only the neceffaries
of life, but he had them all in abundance ; he had bis-
tle or no fociety, but in his own family; they alliaved
oneanother, and rendered themfelves mutually hap-
Py they lived far from the palaces of kings, and from
the pleafures that are bought fo dear; theirs were
fweet, innocent, fimple, eafy to be found, and with-
out any dangerous confequence. thus were Melibeus
and Poemenis bred up in the tafte of rural toils ; they
remembred their birth, only in order to have the more
courage in fupporting poverty. plenty returning in-
to that houfe, brought back no pride with it; the
whole family were ftill fimple and laborious. when
every body would be faying to Melefichthon, riches
flow again upon you, it is time to reaflume your
ancient fplendor, he would make this anfwer, whe-
ther would you have me attach myfelf to the page-
antry which was my undoing, or to a fimple and la-
borious life, which hath rendered me rich and happy?
at Jength, finding himfelf one day in that darkfome
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wood, where Ceres had inftru&ed him by fo ufeful 2
dream, he laid him down upon the grafs, with as much
joy as he had had anguith the time before. he fell a-
fleep, and the goddefs appearing to him, as in his for-
mer dream, befpoke him in thefe words: true nobility
confifts in receiving nothing from any, and in doing
good to others. receive, therefore, nought but from
the fruitful womb of the earth, and from your own
labour; beware of ever quitting through foftaefs or
vain-glory,whatis the natural and inexhauftible fource
of plenty.
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FABLE I

IRGIL being come down into the lower regi-

ons, entered into the happy plains, where the
heroes, and men infpited by the gods, pafed a blifsfal
life, on lawns, ever ¢énamelled with flowers, andinter~
feced by a thoufand ftreams.

Straightway the thepherd Arifteus, who was there
in the number of the demi-gods, advanced towards
him, having learned his name. what joy have I, faid
he, to fee fo great a poet: your verfes flow more
fmoothly thanthedew upon thetender blade; o fweet
their harmony, that they diffolve the heart, and melt
the cyes to tears of rapture : you have made fome up-
on me, and my bees, that Homer himfelf might be
jealous of ; I owe as much to you as to Sol and Cy-
rene, the glory I enjoy. itis not yet Jong fince I re=
cited thofe fo tender and delicate verfes to Linus, He-
fiod, and Homer : after hearing them, they went all
three and drank of the water of the river Lethe, in
order to forget them, fo much were they mortified to
revolve in their memory, verfes fo worthy of them,
which they had not made. you know the jealoufy of
the poet-tribe; come then, and take your placeamongft
them. it will be but a very forry one, replied Virgil,
fince they are fo jealous ; I fhall have but uncomfort-

E
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able hours to pafs in their company; I fee plainly
your bees were not more eafily provoked, than the '
fpirit of the poets. it is true, replied Arifteus, they
buz like bees ; like them, they have a piercing fting,
todartintowhatever inflames theit wrath, 1 fhallhave
alfo, faid Virgil, another great man to deal with, and
that is the divine Orpheus. how do you live with him?
badly enough, anfwered Arifteus ; he is flill jealouns
of his wife, as the other three are of the glory of their
verfes : but as for you, he will receive you well, as
you have treated him honourably, and have fpoke
much more modeftly than Ovid, of his quarrel with
the women of Thrace, who butchered him. but tarry
we no longer ; let us enter into yon facred grove, wa-
tered with {o many fountains, clearer than the cryftal:
you fhall fee that the whole facred band will rife to do
you honour. do you not hear already Orpheus’ lyre?
hark ! Linus fings the gods and giants fight ; Homer
prepares to fing Achilles revenging Patroclus’ death
by that of Hecor : but Hefiod is the fhade you have
mofk to fear ; for by the humour he is of|, he will rage
that you have dared to treat, with fo much elegance,
all rural things, which were his proper portion. fcarce
had Ariftens finithed thefe words, when they arrived
in that cool fhade, wherereigns an eternal enthufiafm,
which poffeffes thofe divine bards. they all rofe up 3
Virgil was made to fit down, and foon was prayed to
fing his verfes ; he fung them, atfirft, with modefly,
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and then with tranfport : the moft jealous felt, in fpite
of themfelves, a fweetnef(s that ravithed them; Or-
pheus’ Iyre,which had enchanted the rocks and woods,
dropt out of his hands, and the briny tears trickled
from his eyes ; Homer forgot, for a moment, the ra-
pid magnificence of the lliad, and the pleafing varie-
ty of the Odyfley ; Linus thought thofe beautiful ver-
fes had been made by his father Apollo, and he fat
motionlefs, ftruck, and fufpended by the tender me-
lody; old Hefiod moved, could not withftand the
charm. at length, coming a little to himfelf, he pro-
nounced thefe words, full of jealoufy and indigna-
gion: O Virgil, thou haft made verfes more lafting
than the brafs or bronze ! bat I foretel thee, that the
world fhall fee one day a boy, who fhall tranfiate thy
erfe into his native tongue, and (hare with thee the
glory then of haviag fung the bees.
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THE PERSIAN.

FABLE 1V,

HAH Abbas, King of Perfia, being once upon a
progrefs, rode off from his court, in order to pafs
through the country incognito, and to fee the people
inalltheir native liberty : he took only oneofhis cour-
tiers with him. Iam quite a ftranger, faid the King to
him,to the real manners of men; whatever approacheth
us is difguifed; itisart, and notfimple nature, which
. hewsitfelfto us. Imean toftudythe country life,and
to fee that fpecies of men, which is fo much defpifed,
altho’ they be the true fupport of all human fociety. I
am weary of feeing courtiers, who watch my every
motion, to take advantage of me by flattery; I muft
goand fee husbandmen and fhepherds, who know me
not. he paffed, with his confident, thro’ the midft of
feveral villages, where the peafants were a dancing;
and was ravithed to find, far from courts, calm and
unexpenfive pleafures. he made a meal ina cottage,
and, as he was very hungry after walking more than
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erdinary, the homely cheer he met with, feemed to
him more pleafant than all the exquifite meats of his
table. in paffing through a flowery meadow, which
bordered a cryftal ftream, he fpied a youthful thepherd
playing upon the pipe, in the fhade of a lofty elm, his
fheep feeding pleafantly by. he makes up, and cxa-
mines him; he finds his phyfiognomy agreeable, his
air imple and ingenuous, but noble and graceful; the
rags wherewith the fwain was clothed, did not at al]
diminith the luftre of his beauty. the King thought at
firlt that this was fome perfon of illuftrious birth in
difguife ; but he wasinformed by the youth, that his
. father and mother were in a neighbouring village,and
that his name was Alibeg. the more the King quefti-
oned him, the more he admired his folidity and under.
Randing. his eyes were quick, but had nothing fiery
or wild; his voice was fweet, engaging, and affecting;
his countenance had nothing coarfe, but it was nota-
{oftand effeminate beauty. the fhepherd, about fix-
teen, had no notion of his being fuch as he appeared
to others; he imagined that he thought, that he fpoke,
that he was made like the other fwains of his village;
but, without education, he had learned all that rea-
fon teaches thofe who give ear ta her. the King, af-
ter fome familiar converfation,was charmed with him;
.he learned from him every thingabout the ftate of the
. people, which Kings never bear from the croud of
-flatterers that farround them; be would now and then
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fmile at the native fimplicity of thelad, who was per-
fe@ly free in his anfwers : it was no fmall novelty tq
the King to hear any talk o naturally : be made a
fign'to his attendant not to difcover that he was the
King; for he feared left Alibeg fhould lofe, in a2 mo-
ment, all bis freedom and grace, did he come to know
before whom he fpoke. I fee plainly, faid the Prince
to the courtier, that nature is no lefs beantiful in the
Joweft, thanin the higheft conditions. neverdid King’s
child appear better born, than this boy who keeps
fheep ; too happy thould I think myfelf to havea fon
as handfome, as fenfible, and as amiable; he feems to
me fit for any thing, and, if care is taken to mﬁm&
him, this will furely one day be a great man. I am re-
folved to have him educated under my own eye. the
King carried off Alibeg, who wasnot a little farprif-
ed to underfland to whom he had made himfelf agree-
able. he was tsught to read, to write, to fing, and af-
terwards mafters were given him for the arts and fci-
ences which adorn the mind. at firft, be was a little
dazzled with the fplendor of the court ; and his great
change of fortune made fome fmall change on his
teart ; his youth, and fhare of favour joined together,
fomewhat altered his wifdom and moderation ; in-
ftead of his crook, pipe, and fhepherd’s humble gar-
ment, he put on a purple robe, embroidered with gold,
and a tirban,covered with precious ftones; his beauty
eclipfedall that thecourt could boaft of as moft agreca-
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ble; be rendered himfelf capable of the moft ferious
affairs, and merited the confidence of his mafter, who
knowing Alibeg’s exquifite tafte in whatever belongs
ed to the magnificence of a palace, beftowed on him
at length a charge very confiderable in Perfia, which
is that of keeping all the Prince’s jewels and valuable
furniture.

During the whole life of the gteat-Shah Abbas,
Alibeg continued to grow in favour, as he advanced
to riper years, he at length remembred his ancient
condition, and often would he regret it. O glorious
days! would he fay to himfelf, innocent days, days
wherein I tafted pure, and unindangered joy ; days,
fince which I have feen none fo pleafant ; fhall I never
fee you again ? he, who deprived me of you, by giv-
ing me fo greatriches, hath robbed me of my all. he
would needs go and re-vifit his village, he was fenfi-
bly affeed in all the places where he bad formerly
danced, fung, and blown the pipe with his compani-
ons : he made fome fettlement upon all his relations
and friends ; but he recommended it to them, as they
valued their happinefs, never to quit the rural life,nor
expofe themfelves to the misfortunes of a court.

Thefe misfortunes he experienced after the death
of his good mafber Shah Abbas,who was fucceeded by
his fon Shah Sephi. fome courtiers, full of envy and
artifice,found means to prepoffefs him againt Alibeg.
he hath abufed, faid they, the late King’s confidence;
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be hath amaffed immenfe treafures, and imbézeled
many things of the higheft value, which were com-
mitted to his charge. Shah Sephi was st once young,
and aprince ; this was more than fufficient to make
him credulous, indolent, and inconfiderate; he had
the vanity to pretend to reform what his father had
done, and to judge better than he. in order to have 2
pretext to difpoffefs Alibeg of his office, he defired
him, by the advi¢e of his envious courtiers, to fetch
him a fcimitar, fet with dlamonds of an immenfe va:
lue, which the King, his grand-father, had wontto
wear in battle. Shah Abbas had formerly caufed all
thofe fine diamonds to be taken off from that fcimi-
tar ; and Alibeg proved, by unexceptionablewitnefles,
that the thing had been done by the late King’s order,
before the office had been given him. when Alibeg’s
enemies faw that they could nolonger avail themfelves
of this pretence to deftroy him, they advifed Shah
Sephi to command him to make out, within the fpace
of fifteen days, an exa& inventory of all the precious
‘moveables with which he was entrufted. at theend of
fifteen days he defired to fee all the things him(elf.
Alibeg opened all the doors to him, and thewed him
every thing he had in his cuftody ; nothing was want«
ing, all was neat, properly difpofed, and preferved
with the greateft care. the King, aftonifhed to find
every where fo muchorder and exa@nefs, bad almoft
received Alibeg again into favour, when he fpied at
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atthe end of a great gallery, full of very coftly furni-
ture, an iron door, which had three great locks. itis
there, whifpered the jealous courtiers, Alibeg has hid
all the precious things he has robbed you of. immedi-
ately the King in rage, cried out, Iwant to fee what is
within that door; what have you put there? fhewme
inftantly. at thefe words Alibeg threw himfelf on his
knees, conjuring him in the name of God, not to take
from him what he held moft precious upon earth. itis
not juft, faid he, that I fhould lofe,in 2 moment, my
only remnant, my fole refuge, after having toiled fo
many years in the fervice of the King, your father :
take from me, if you pleafe, all the reft, but leave me
only this. the King made not the fmalleft doubt but
this was fome ill-got treafure, which Alibeg had amaf-
fed. he affumed therefore an higher tone, and infifted
abfolutely that the door fhould be opened. at laft Ali-
beg, who had the keys, opened it himfelf. nothing was
there found in that repofitory but the crook, the pipe,
and thepherd’s garment, which Alibeg had formerly
worn, and which he oft re-vifited with joy, for fear of
forgetting his primitive condition. behold, faid be, O
great King, the precious remnants of my ancient hap~
pinefs; neither fortune, nor your power, hath been
able to take them from me; behold my treafure which
I keep to enrich myfelf, when you fhall have made
me poor ; take back all the reft, but leave me thefe
dear pledges of my firft eftate; thefe are true pof-
F
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feflions, which will never fail me; thefe are the fim-
ple, innocent poffeffions, ever comfortable to fuch as
can be content with the neceflary, and torment not
themfelves about the fuperfluous; thefe are the poffef-
fions whereof liberty and fafety are the fruits; thefe
are the poflefions which never have given me one
moment’s uneafinefs ; O dear inftruments of a fimple
and happylife ! Ilove noughtbut you; withyouI with
to live and die ; why thould other deceitful goods have
come to beguile me, and to difturb the repofe of my
life? I reftore to you, great King, all thofe riches
which accrue to me from your liberality ; Tkeep on-
ly what I had, when the King your father came, by
his favours, to make me unhappy.

The King hearing thefé words, and perceiving the
innocence of Alibeg, was filled with indignation
againft the courtiers, who had aimed at his deftroi-
on, and banithed them for ever from his prefence. A-
libeg became his principal officer, and was intrufted
with the moft fecret affairs. but daily did he re-vifit
his crook, his pipe, and ancient raiment, vhich he
held always ready in histreafure, in order to re-affume
them, whenever inconftant fortune fhould interrupt
his favour. he died in an extreme old age, without
having ever defired either to punifh his enemies, or
toamafs an eftate;andleaving hisrelations only where-
withal to live in the ftation of fhepherds, which he
thought always the fafeft and happieft.
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FABLE V..

HERE wasa young man, more beauteous than

the day, named Rofimund,and whohad as much
wit and virtue, as his elder brother Braminth was
homely, difagreeable, brutal, and wicked. their.mo-
ther, who abhorred her eldeft fon, made the younger
the darling of her eyes. Braminth, ftung with jealoufy
and envy, devifed an horrid calumny to deftroy his
brother. he told his father that Rofimund made a prac-
tice of going to a neighbour’s, who was his mortal
enemy, to report to him whatever paffed at home, and
to furnifh him with the means of poifoning his fa-
ther. the father, in a violent paffion, beat his fon
cruelly, laid him weltering in blood, then confined
him three days without fuftenance, and, laft of all,
turned him out of his houfe, threatning him with

F a2
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death if he ever returned. the mother, frighted out of
her wits, durft not fay a word, nor vent her anguifh,
but in moanful fighs. the ladwent crying away; and
not knowing whither to retreat, {traggled, towards
evening, into a great wood. night overtook him at
thefoot of a rock ; he laidhim down at a cave’s mouth,
upon a mofly carpet, where glided a limpid ftream,and
there, thro’ wearinefs, he fell afleep.

‘Waking at break of day, he beheld a beautiful wo-
man, mounted on a grey palfrey, with furniture of
gold embroidery, who appeared to be going to the
chace. have you not feen, faid fhe to him, a ftag and
dogs pafs this way? he anfwered, no. methinks you
are in diftrefs, faid the huntre(s ; what is the matter
withyou? be comforted, young man, and take this
ring, which will render you the happieft and moft
powerful of men, provided you never abufe it: when
you turn the diamond inward, you will inftantly be-
come invifible; whenever you turn it outward, you
fhall appear plainly ; when you put the ring on your
little finger, you fhall feem the King’s fon, attended
by a magnificent court; when you clap it on your ring
finger, you fhall appear in your own likenefs. the
youth now underftood that it was a fairy who thus
fpoke to him, which fhe had no fooner done, than fhe
plunged into the woods, as for him,he ftraightway re-
turned home to his father’s, impatient to make trial
of his ring. he faw and heard undifcovered whatever
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he pleafed ; hehad it now in his power to revenge him-
felf of his brother, without being expofed to any dan-
ger ; hefhewed himfelf only to his mother, embraced
her,and told her all his wonderful adventure. after-
wards, clapping the inchanted ring on his little fin-
ger, he appeared, all of a fudden, like the Prince royal,
with an hundred fine caparifoned horfes, and a great
number of officers, in rich array. his father was not
alittleaftonifhed to fee the King’s fon in his humble
habitation ; he was quite confounded, and at a lofs
how to pay him-due refpe&. then Rofimund asked
him, how manyfons he had ? two, replied the father.
I.wantto fee them ; call them prefently, faid the pre-
tended prince : I mean to carry them both to court, in
order to make their fortune. the father, in a panic,
anfwered with a faultering voice, behold the eldeft,
whom 1 here prefent to you. where pray is the younger,
I muft have him too, faid Rofimund. he is not here,
replied the father ; I had chaftifed him for a fault,and
he has run away from me. then Rofimund faid to him,
you fhould have inftructed him, but not driven him
from your houfe : give me, however, the elder ; let
him follow me, and do you, faid he, fpeaking to the
father, go along with two guards, who will condu&
you to the place I fhall appoint. ftraightway two
guards carried off the father ; and the fairy above-
mentioned, meeting him in a foreft, fmote him with
& goJden wand, and made him enter into a dark and
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deep cavern, where he remained inchanted. abide
there,faid fhe,till your fon come and fetch you out. in
the mean while the fon went to the King’s court, at a
time when the young Prince had embarked, in order
to make war in a diftant ifland. he had been driven by
the winds upon unknown coafts, where after fhip-
wreck, he remained captive with a favage people. Ro-
fimund appeared at court as if he had been the Prince,
whofe lofs was univerfally lamented. he faid he had
got fafe home by the help of fome merchants, with-
out whom he fhould certainly have perifhed. the pub-
lic mourning now was turned to joy. the King ap-
, peared fo tranfported that he could not fpeak, but
long did he embrace, and longer would have embraced
that fon he had iniagined dead. the Queen was, if pof-
fible, ftill more affeted. the greateft rejoicings were
made throughout the whole kingdom.

One day he who paffed for the Prince, faid to his
true brother Braminth, you fee I have brought you
out of your village in order to make your fortune ;
but I know that you are a lyar, and that yon have by
your calumnies, occafioned the misfortune of your
brother Rofimund ; he is here concealed ; I willhave
you'to fpeak to him, and he fhall confront you. Bra-
minth trembling, threw himfelf at his feet, and con-
feffed his fault. no matter, faid Rofimund, I will have
you to fpeak ta your brother, and to ask him par-
don ; he will be very gencrous ifhe forgive you ; you
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do not deferve it ; he is in my clofet, where you thall
fee him prefently; in the mean time, I will go into
the next apartment, to leave you more at liberty with
him. Braminth made obeifance, and went towards the
clofet: inftantly Rofimund fhifted his ring, paffed
thro’ the adjoining room, and entered by a back-door
in his natural ﬂiapc, in which Braminth was nota
Jittle abafhed to fee him.he asked his pardon, and pro-
mifed reparation of all his faults. Rofimund embra-
ced him with tears, forgave him, and faid to him, I
am in high favour with the Prince; itisin my power
to have you put to death, or to confineyou for lifein
a dungeon ; but I will beas indulgent to you as you
have been cruel to me. Braminth, afhamed and con-
founded, anfwered with great fubmiffion, not daring
to lift up his eyes, nor to call him brother. Soon after
this interview, Rofimund pretended to make a fecret
expedition, in order to efpoufe a Princefs of a neigh-
bouring kingdom ; but under this pretext he went to
fee his mother, to whom he related all he had done at
court, and gave her in her need fome fmall fupply of
money ; for the King allowed him to take whatever
he had a mind, but he never abufed that indulgence.

-mean while there broke out afarious war between the
King and a neighbouring monarch, who regarded
neither faith, nor juftice. Rofimund repaired to the
hoftile King’s court, and by means of his ring gotin-
to all the fecret counfels of that Prince, remaining all
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the while invifible: he improved all he learned of
the enemy’s meafures, towards preventing and dif-
concerting him; he commanded thearmyagainft him;
he intirely defeated him in abloody battle, and quick-
ly concluded with him an honourable peace, upon
equitable conditions,

The King now turned his thoughts wholly upon
marrying his fon to aPrincefs, who was heirefs of a
neighbouring kingdom, and fairer than the Graces
themfelves. but one day as Rofimund was gone a
hunting in the fame foreft, where he had formerly
met the fairy, fhe prefented herfelf to him. beware,
faid the, with an awful voice, of marrying as though
you were the Prince ; you muft deccive no body ; itis
but juftthat thePrince,for whom you aretaken,return,
and fucceed to the King his father. go,therefore,with-
out delay, and feek him out inan ifland, whither the
. winds, which I fhall fend to fwell your fails, fhall,
without difficulty, waft you. hafte to render this fer-
vice to your mafter, however contrary to what mlght
flatter your ambition, and think of returning, like an
honeft man, to your native ftation ; if you do itnot,
you will be unjuft and unhappy, and I willabandon
you to your ancient woes. Rofimund made no hefi-
tation to improve the wife advice. upon pretence of
undertaking a fecret negotiation in a neighbouring
ftate, he embarked on board a fhip, and the winds
bore him prefently to the ifland, where the fairy had
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told him the King’s true fon was, this Prince, ftill cap-
tive with the favage people, was employed in keeping

. fheep. Rofimund invifible, went to the paftares where
he tended his flock, and covered him with his own
cloak, which was invifible as himfelf, he delivered him
aut of the hands of the cruel people. they embarked
together, and other winds,obedient to the fairy,wafted
them back : they arrived together in the King’s apart-
ment. Rofimund prefented himfelf to him, and faid,
you have believed me your fon; I am not, but here I
reftore him to you; behold your fon himfelf. the
King, greatly aftonifhed, addreffed himfelf to his fon,
faying ; is it not you, my fon, who have vanquifhed
my enemies, and glorionfly ftruck the peace: or is
it true that you fuffered fhipwreck, that you have
been a captive, and that Rofimund hath delivered
you ? even fo, my father, replied the Prince ; itis he
who came over into the country, where I wasa cap-
tive, and brought me fafeaway; to him I owe my li-
berty, and the pleafure of feeing you again ; to him,
notme, are you indebted for viGtory and peace. the
King could not believe what was told him; but Rofi-
mund fhifting his ring, fhewed himfelf to the Kingin
the likenefs of the Prince; and the King, in terror

* and amaze, faw at once two perfons, cach feemingly

his fon.
The King at laft fully fatisfied, offered immenfe

fums to Rofimund for fo many fervices, but he ma-
G
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deftly refafed them, and requefled only of the King
the favourto continue his brother Braminth inx a place
he held at court ; as for himfelf, e feared the incon-
Rancy of fortune, the envy of men, and his own frail-
ty. he chofe, therefore, to retire tohis village with his
mother, where he chearfally returned to the plough.
Fhe fairy, whom he faw again in the woods,{liewed
him the cavern where his father was, and told him the
- words be muft promounce, in order to fet him free,
. thofe words he pronowaced with a very fenfible joy;
he delivered his father, which he had long been impa-
tient to do, and gavehim wherewithal to pafs his old
age comfortably. thus Rofimund was a benefactor to
his whole family, and had the pleafureof doing good
to all thofewho had meant to do him evil. after hav-
ing done {o arach for the conrt, be defired nothing of
it, but the liberty of living far fronxits cerroption. to
crown his wifdom, he feared left his ring fhould tempt
hiny to leave his folitade; and re-engagrhim.in pub-
Lie affairs : under this apprehenfion, he retarned into
the wood, where the fairyhad appeared to him:fofa-
vourably; he took daily walks by the cavesn, where
hehad had the happiwefsof fecing herheresofove;. and
this be did, in hopes to fee ey agam. at length fhe
prefented herfelf to him, and he gawe hes back the'in-
chanted ring. I return to you, faid he, a gift, as dan-
gerousas it is valuable; s pififo exly to be abufed ; I
fhall not think myfelf iw fafesy, fo bong as I poffefs
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fuch a temptation to quit my folitade, with o -ma-
ny meanstogratify all my palions.

‘WhileRofimund was returning thering,Braminth,
whofe wicked difpofition was no ways corre@ted, gave
himfelf up to all his paliens, and would nceds engage
the young Prince, who was become King, to ufe Ro-
fimund unworthily. the fairy, knowing his pradices,
told RoGmund; your brother, ftill a lying incendiary,
has been endeavouring to render you fufpeced tothe
new King, and to work your ruin ; be deferves to be
punilbed, and be mult needs perith: I will go and give
him this ring which you return to me. Roimund be-
wailed his brother’s fate, and then faid to the fairy ;
bow do youmean to punith bim by fo wonderful a
prefent ? he will abufe it to the perfecuting of all the
good, and to the attaining of a boundlefs power. the
fame things, replied the fairy, are a bleffing to fome,
and acurfe to others ; profperity is the fource of all
evils to the wicked ; the effe@usl way to punifh a vil-
lain is to render him very powerful, which will make
him run headlong to deftru&ion.

She then fet out for the palace, where the fhewed
herfelf to Braminth, in the fhape of an old woman,
cloathed in rags: fhe told him, I have recovered out
of your brother’s hands, thering which I hadlent him,
and wherewithal he had acquired fo much glory;
here, receive it from me, and take heed what afe you

fhall make of it. Braminth replied, with a fmile; I
G2
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fhall not do like my brother, who was foolifl enough
togo in queft of the Prince, when he might have reign-
ed in his place.

Braminth, now mafter of thering, madeit hiswhole
bufinefs to difcover the fecrets of all families, to com-
mit treacheries, murders, villainies ; to overhear the
King’s counfels, and to defraud private perfons of
their property. his invifible crimes aftonifhed every
body. the King perceiving fo many fecrets difcover-
ed, was ata lofs towhat toafcribethisinconvenience;
but the boundlefs profperity, and exceffive infolence
of Braminth, made him fufpe& that he had got his
brother’s inchanted ring. in order to dete@t him, he
employed a foreigner of an hoftile nation, and gave
him a great fom of money to work withal. this man
came to Braminth by night, and offered him on the
part of theadverfe King, immenferichesand honours;
if he would let him know, by proper fpies, whatever
he could learn of his royal mafter’s fecrets.

Braminth readily promifed every thing, and had
himfelf even carried to a certain place, where a very
large fum was advanced him, as an earneft of his re-
ward. in his inebriation of joy, he boafted of having a
ring that rendered him invifible. next morning the
King fent for him, and ordered him to be feized and
fearched; the ring was taken from him, and papers
were found upon him, which fufficiently proved his
crimes. Rofimund came to court to intercede for his
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brother’s pardon, but it was refufed him. Braminth
was put to death ; and fo the ring proved more fatal
to him, than it had been ufeful to his brother.

The King to comfort Rofimund for the juft pu-
nifhment of Braminth, reftored to him the ring, as
the moft ineftimable prefent he could makehim. the
afflited Rofimund judged not fo ; but hafted back to
the woods in queft of the fairy. here, faid he,take your
ring; my brother’s fad experience hath fully explain-
ed to me what Idid not fo clearly comprehend at
firft when you told it me ; keep that fatal inftrument
of my brother’s ruin ; alas! he had been yet alive;
he would not have brought the grey hairs of my fa-
ther and mother with fhame and {orrow to the grave;
he might, perhaps, have become wife and happy; had
he never had wherewithal to gratify his defires ! Oh!
how dangerous a thing it is to have more power than
other men ! take back your ring; wo to thofe upon
whom you fhall beftow it ; the only favour I requeft
of you s, never to give it any perfon inwhomam
soncerned.
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FABLE VL

A&my-vmn chancing to be acquainted with

aneighbouring fairy, invited her to one of her in-
lyings, at which (he had a daughter. the fairy took the
child into her arms as foon s it was born, and faid
to the mother, take your choice ; your daughter fhall
be, if you will, besuteous as the day, of a wit fill
brighter than her besuty, and Queen ofa great king-
dom, but unhappy; or elfe fhe fhall be an homely
country-woman like yourfelf, but contented in her
condition. the woman chofe inftantly for the child
beauty and wit, with a crown, at the hazard of any
unhappinefs. and now behold the little girl, whofe
beauty begins already to eclipfe all that the world ever
faw; her temper was foft, polite, and engaging ; fhe
learned whatever they pleafed to teach her, and foon
knew it better than thofe that taught her ; fhe would
dance upon the grafs of a holiday, with more grace
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than ol her companions ; ber voice wis more tadving
than any inftrument of mufic, and the fongs fhe fung
were of ker own compofition. for fonte fime fhe did
not know that fhe was beaatiful ; but playing one day
withs her compunions, by the fide of s cryfixl fountain,
fhe chanced to fee herfelf; fhe took notice how diffe-
rent fhe was from the reft ; fhe admised herfelf; the
whole country, who flocked to fee her, made her ftifl
moseconicious of her charms. her mother relying up-
on the fairy’s psedictions, looked upon her already
as 1 Queen, snd fpoiled hier by her indulgence: the
young woman would neither fpin, sor few, nor tend
the fhesp ; fic amufed berfelf in gathering flowers, in
decking her head wihy them, i finging 'and dancing
s the fhady growes.

The King of that eeuntry was & very powerfal
Prines, and had #x only fon named Rofimund, whom
he defired to marry. he would never hear of any Prin-
cefs of the neighbouring kingdoms, a fairy havingaf-
fored him, that he fhould find 2 country maid, mow
beantifal and more accomplifhed than all the Prin-
ceffes i the world. ke took a refolufion te canfe all
thecommtry laffes of hiskingdom, under eighteen years
of age, to bre affembled, in order to make choice of the
perfor moft worthy to be chofen. there were prefent-
ly excluded vaft numbers of girls, who poffeffed bat
an ordinary besaty, and thirty were fcleéted, who in-
firety fawpalled ol the reft. Florifa (fuek was our
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damfel’s name) had no difficulty to be put in this
number, thefe thirty maids were ranged in the middle
of a great hall, in a kind of amphitheatre, where the
King and his fon might behold them all at once. Flo-
rifa sppeared forthwith amidft the reft,what a beautiful
anemone would appear amongft marigolds, or what a
flourithing orange-tree would appear amidft wild
bufhes. the King cried out,that fhe deferved his crown.
Rofimund thought himfelf happy to poffefs Florifa.
her country cloaths were pulled off, and others given
her, embroidered all with gold; in an inftant fhe faw
herfelf covered with pearls and diamonds ; a great
number of ladies were occupied in attending her;
their fole fludy was to divine what might pleafe her,
in order to fave her the trouble of asking it. the was
lodgedin a magnificent apartment of the palace; which
had, inftead of tapeftry, large mirrours, of the whole
height of the chambers and clofets, that fhe might
have the pleafure of fecing her beauty multiplied on
all fides, and that the Prince might admire her, which
way {oever he caft his eyes. Rofimund had quitted the
chace, play, and all bodily exercifes, in order to be
continually with her; and as the King her father had
died foon after the marriage, it was the wife Florifa
became Queen, whofe counfels decided all affairs of
ftate. )

The Queen-mother of the new King, named Gro-
-mipot, foon grew jealous of her daughter-in-law. fhe
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was artful, malicious, and cruel; age had added a
frightful deformity to her natural uglinefs, fo thatin
body and mind fhe was a perfe fury. Florifa’s beauty
made her appear flill more hideous, and afforded her
conftant matter of provocation ; fhe could not bear
that {0 beautiful a perfon, fhould render her more de-
formed ; fhe dreaded alfo her wit,and gave herfelf up
to all the rage of envy : you have no fpirit, would fhe
oftentimes fay to her fon, elfe you never had married
thatlittlecountry wench,and now you have the mean-
nefstomake her your idol; fhe is as proud, as if fhe had
been born to the place fhe fills ; when the King your
father had a mind to marry, he preferred me to any
other, becaufe I was daughter to a King, his equal;
and fo ought you to have done ; fend back that little
fhepherdefs to her cottage,and think of fomePrincefs,
whofe birth may fuit with yours. Rofimund was deaf
to allhis mother’s remonftrances ; but Gronfpot one
day got hold of a billet, which Florifa was writing to
the King, and gave it to a young courtier, whom fhe
‘obliged to carry it to the King, as tho’ Florifa bad ex-
prefled for him all that affeGtion fhe ought to have for
theKing alone. Rofimund, blinded by his jealoufy,
and by the malicious counfels his mother gave him,
caufed Florifa to be fhut up for life, in an high tower,
built upon the point of a rock, which reared itfelf in
the fea. there fhe cried night and day, not knowing by
what unjuft reprefentation the King, who had fo lov-

H
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ed her, now treated her fo unworthily. (he was al4
lowed to {ee none but an old wotan, to whofe firict
charge Gronipot had committed ker, and who infults
ed her every moment in her confinement. then Flos
rifa remembred, with regret, het village, her cottage,
and all her rutal pleafures. one day, as flie was over-
whelmed with anguifh; and deploting the blindnefs
of her mother, who had chof¢ fattier that fhe fhould
be an handfotne and anfortunate Queen, than art
homely and contented fhepherdefs, the old hag, who
afed her foill, came to tell her, that the King’ was
fending an estecutionef to cut off het head, and that
now fhe had only to prepare for death.

Florifa anfwered, that fhe was ready to receive the
fatal blow ; and actually the executioner, fent by the
King’s order; and the advice of Gronipot, heldup 2
great cutlafs, in order to estecution, when there ap-
peared a woman, who faid the came from that Queen,
fo fpeak two words in private to Florifa before het
death. the old hag could not refufe her this liberty,
becaufe that perfon feemed to be one of the ladies of
the palace; but it was the fairy, who had predicted
Florifa’s misfortunes at her birth, and had affemed
the figure of that lady of the Queen-mother. when
fhe had got Florifa by herfelf, having caufed every
one elfe to withdraw ; are you willing, faid fhe, Flo-
1ifa, to renounce the beauty, which has proved fo fa-
tal to you ? are you willing to part with the title of
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Queen, to re-affume your ancient Gray, and to return
to yourvillage? Florifa was overjoyed to accept the of-
fer. the fairy then clapped an inchanted mask upon her
face, and immediately her features becamecoarfe, and
loftalltheirproportion; fhenow becameashomely and
unpleafing, as the had been handfome and agreeable.
in this condition, fhe was no longer to beknown ; fo
fhepafled, without difficulty, thro’ themidft of the peo-
ple who were come to be witnefles of her tragical end.
fhe followed the fairy, and repaffed with her into her
own country. they might fearch as they would for
" Florifa, no Florifa was to be found in any part of the
tower. the news was carried to the King and Groni-
pot, whe caufed frefh, but fruitle(s fearch, to be made
for her over the whole kingdom. the fairy had re-
flored her to her mother, who would not have known
ber in fo great a change, had fhe not been apprifed
of it. Florifa was content to live homely, poor, and
unknown in her village, where innocent, fhe kept
theharmlefs theep : daily did fhe hear her adventures
related, and her misfortunes deplored ; they were the
fubje@ of mournful ditties, which melted every hearer
into tears; thetook pleafinein fingingthem frequent-
ly with her companions,and would weep at her fongs,
Iike the reft ; but fhe thought herfelf happy in tending
her flock, and would never difcover to any one who
the was.
. H2
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FABLE VI

HERE was once a King named Alfarout, whe

was feared by all his neighbours, and loved by

all his fubjects : he was wife, good, juft, valiant, ca-
_pable; in fhort, nothing was wanting to him. a fairy
came to wait on him, and to warn him that there
would foon befal him great misfortunes, if he did not
make ufe of a ring, which fhe put upon his finger.
when he turned the diamond to the infide of his hand,
hebecame forthwith invifible, and wheneverhe turned
it outward, he was vifible as before. this ring was very
convenient, and afforded him great pleafure: when
he fufpe&ted any of his fubjeéts, he went into that per-
fon’s clofet, with his diamond turned inward, and
there he heard and faw unperceived, all his domeftig
fecrets: ifhe dreaded the defigns of any neighbouring
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King, away he went, and penetrated into his moft fe-
cret counfels, where be learned every thing, undifco-
wvered ; thus did he, without difficulty, prevent what-
ever was intended againft him; he defeated feveral
confpiracies formed againft his perfon, and difcon-
certed his enemies, who meditated his overthrow.

He was not, however, contented with his ring, but
defired of the fairy, a means of tranfporting himfelf,
in a moment, from one country to another, to enable
him to make a fpeedier, and more commodious ufe of
the ring which rendered him invifible. the fairy an-
fwered him, with a figh, you ask too much ; dread,
dread the confequence of fuch a gift. he would hear
nothing, but perfifted in his demand. well then, faid
the, fince it muft befo, Ifhall give you, tho’ much con-
trary to my inclination, what you will repent of hav-
ing. and having fo faid, fhe anointed his fhoulders
with afweet fwelling liquor : immediately he felt lit-
tle wings fprouting upon hisback ; thefe diminutive
wings did not appear under his cloaths, but when he
had a mind to fly, he had only to touch them with his
hand, and forthwith they became fo long, that he was
capable of infinitely out-ftripping the rapid flight of
an eagle; whenever he wanted to fly no longer, he
had but to give his wings another touch, and inftant-
ly they contra&ted themfelves, fo as not to be per-
ceived under his cloaths: by this means, the King
went wherever he pleafed in a few moments ; he knew
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every thing, and no body could conceive how ; for he
would fhut himfelfup, and feem to remain whole days
in his clofet, without any onedaring to come into him;
whenever be got there, he rendered himfelf invifible
by his ring, expanded his wings by a touch, and over-
flew immenfe countries ; he thereby engaged himfelf
in great wars,wherein he got what viories be pleafed;
but as he was conftantly privy to the fecrets of men,
he obferved them fo wicked and diflembling, that he
durt no loager trull any one: the more he became
powerful and formidable, the lefs he was beloved, and
be found be wasnot beloved by any one, even of thofe
on whom he had conferred the greatell favoprs. to
comfort himfelf, he refolved to go thro’ all the coun-
tries of the world, in queflt of an accomplithed wor
man, whom he might take to wife, of whom he might
be beloved, and by whom he might be made happy.
long did'he feek her; and ss he faw every thing, him-
felf uafeen, he had accefs to the moft impenetrable
fecrets. hewentthro’ all courts; he found every where
coquettifh women, who wanted tobebeloyed,but who
toved themfelves too much, truly to love a husband,
he next made a tour thro’ the private houfes ; there
one woman had a light and incenftant temper , ano-
ther was cunning, a third haughty,and e fourth whim-
fical, almoft all fulfe, vain, and idalizers of sheir per-
fons. he then defcended to.the loweft rank, and here,
at length, he found the daughter of 3 poor husband-
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thian, beauteous as the mern, but imple and ingenu-
o6us in her beauty, which fhe made littleaccount of and
which was indeed her fmalleft quality ; for fhe had a
wit and virtue which furpaffed all the graces of her
perfon ; all the youth of her neighbourhood crouded
fo fee her, and every young man would have thought
to fecure hishappinefs, by making her his wife, King
Alfirout cobld not behold her, without falling paffi<
onately in love with het. he demanded her of het
father, who was tranfported with joy to find that his
davghter thould be a great Queen. Clarifile (for that
was her name) paffed frorh her father’s cottage into 2
rich palace, where a numerous court received her. the
was not at all dazzled withits fplendor, but preferved
het fiinplicity, her modefly, her virtue, and, at ths
pittacle of honours, forgot not whence fhe fprang.
the King redoubled his tendernefs for her,and thought
atlength he fhould coine to be happy ; and'indeed he
wanted little of being fo alteady, fo much did he begin
to confide in the Queen’s goodnefs of heart; he would
every now and then render himfelfinvifiblé, in order
to obferve, and to furptife her; but he difcovered ne-
ver any thing in her that he did not think worthy to
be admired.

There was now but one fmall remnant of jealoa-
fy and diftroft, which ftill diturbed him a little in his
fondnefs. the fairy who had foretold him the fatal
confequences of her lat gift, continued to warn him
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of them, till at length he began tobe peftered with hery
wherefore, he gave orders that fhe fhould no longer be
admitted into the palace, and forbid the Queen to re-
ceive her. the Queen promifed to obey, but with no
fmall relu@ance, for fhe loved the good fairy.

One day the fairy wanting to give the Queen fome
intelligence of futurity, got accefs to hey in the fhape
of an officer, and upon her declaring to the Queen
who fhe was, her Majelty embraced her tenderly. the
King, who was then in the room invifible, fecing this
was tranfported with jealoufy to diftraion: hedrew
his fword, and ftabbed the Queen to the heart, who
dropped down, expiring in bis arms. that moment
the fairy re-aflumed her true shape: the King knew
her, and perceiving the Queen’s innocence, would
have killed himf{elf; but the fairy held his hand, and
endeavoured to comfort him. the Queen with her laft
breath faid to him,tho’ I dieby yourhand,Idie wholly
yours. Alfarout deplored his misfortune, in having,
in {pite of the fairy, infited upon a gift, which proved
fo fatal to him. he returned her the ring, and prayed
her to take away his wings. the remainder of his days
he fpent in bitternefs and forrow ; nor had he any o-
ther confolation than thatof going and shedding tears
over the tomb of Clarifile.
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FABLE VIL

HERE was once a Queen fo old, fo very old,

that her Majefty was grown both bald and
toothlefs; her head fhook like an afpen-leaf; fhe no
longer faw, even with fpectacles ; her nofe and chin
met ; the was fhrunk into a fhaplefs clew, with a back
fo bowed, that you would have thought fhe had been
always crooked.

A fairy, who had affifted at her birth, came to her,
and faid, do you defire to grow youmg again ? moft
earncftly, replied the Queen; I would give all the
Jjewels I am miftrefs of, to be no more than twenty,
you muft then, continued the fairy, transfer your age
and infirmities to fome one, who fhall be contented
to {pare you her youthand health : to whom, there-
fore, thall we give your hundred years?

I
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The Queen canfed immediate fearch to be made
throughout the whole kingdom, for a perfon who
fhould be willing tobarter youth for age, upon a va-
luable confideration. there foon came a number of
beggars, who were willing to be old, in order to be
rich: but when they had feen the Queen cough<
ing, fpitting, living upon fpoon-meat, ghaftly dif-
treffed, and doating, they were no longer inclina-
ble to take upon them the burden of her years ; they
chofe rathet to beg, and to enjoy youth and health
in rags. there came alfo fome ambitious perfons, ta
whom fhe promifed great honours and preferments =
but what fhall thofe bonours avail us, faid they, upon
fecing her, when we fhall be fo forbidding and fright-
ful, as not to dare to thew our faces?

At laft there prefented hetfelf a young country-
Iafs, beantiful as the rofy morn, who demanded the
crown, as the price of her youth; her name was Pe-
ronel, the Queen grew angry at the bokd demand; but
what availed het anger? fhe wanted tobe young again.
Jet us fhare, faid fhe to Peronel, my kingdom ; you
" fhall have one half, and I the other ; thatis more than
enough for you, who are but a little comtry-gid.
no, replied the damfel, it is not enough for me; ¥
will have all or nothing ; let me enjoy my condition
of a country-gitl, with my blooming complexion, and
let your Majefty keep, with alt mry heart, your hun-
dred years, with your wrinkles and death at your el
bow. but then, replied the Queen, what fhould I do, if
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1 wanted a kingdom ? why you would laugh, dance,
. and fingas I do, anfwered the girl ; and with that fhe
fell a langhing, dancing, and finging, the Queen, who
was far enongh from doing the like, faid then to her,
what would you do in my place? you, who are nei-
ther accuftomed to old-sge, nor to empire. I do not
know, faid the damfel, what I would de; but I would
fain try it, for I have slways heard that it is a fine
thing to be a Queesn.

‘While the partics were about ftriking the bargain,
in came the fairy, snd, addrefling herfelf to Peronel,
faid ; are you willing to take a trial of the trade of an
old Queen, toknow bow it will fuit you ? withallmy
heart, replied the girl, that inflent wrinkles furrow
ter brow ; ber hair whitens, fhe grows peevifh and
crabbed, her head fhakes, her teeth loofen ; in fhort,
fhe is already an hundred years old. the fairy thea
opens a littlebox,ead forth fprings a multitude of offi-
cers and courtiers, of both fexes, richly apparelled,
whogrow upasfaft as they come out, and pay a thou-
fand refpecs to the new Queen, fhe is conduéted to
her chair of ftate, and a fumptuous banquet is
fet before her; but alas! fhe has no appetite, nor
teeth to chew; fhe is awkward and bafhful, and in a
maze; fhe knows neither what to fay nor do; the
coughs till fhe is ready to burft ; fhe beholds herfelf
in the glafs, snd is fhocked at her own deformity. in
the mean time, the true Queen ftands in a corner,
fmirking, and beginning to grow handfome, her hair

Ia
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returns, and her teeth alfo; fhe regains a fresh rofy
complexion, she now fmugs herfelf up, with a thou-
fand little youthful airs ; but she was troubled to find
herfelffhabbily dreffed; her coats fhort and {canty,and
her jacket of an humble gray ; fhe was not ufed to be
thus poorly equipt,and the guards taking her for fome
country cook-maid, were for turning her out of the
palace. then Peronel faid to her, I perceive you are
not a little uneafy in being no longer a Queen, and I
am no lefs fo in being one. here, take your crown,
and give me back my gray. the exchange was forth-
with made ; the Queen grew old, and Peronel young.
fcarce was the exchange finifhed, when they both re-
pented, but it was too late : for the fairy condemned
each to remain in her condition. the Queen bemoaned
herfelf daily, upon the fmalleft indifpofition. alas!
would fhe fay, if I was Peronel at this time, I fhould
fleep in a cottage, and feed upon chefnuts ; but then
by day I fhould dance under the elm with the fhep-
herds, to the fweet mufic of the pipe. what avails it
me to have a bed of down, where I am never free'
from pain, and fo-many attendants, who can give
me no relief?
Her vexation increafed her ailments, as did alfo
“the phyficians, of whom fhe had conftantly a dozen
at lealt about her. in fine, fhe died at the end of two
months. Peronel was in the mid(t of a dance with her
companions, by the fide of a cryftal brook, when fhe
received the tidings of the Queen’s death, then fhe
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was fenfible that fhe had been more happy than wife,
in having loft the queenthip.

Some time after the fairy came agaxn to vifit her,
and gave her the choice of three husbands; one old,
peevith, difagreeable, jealous, and cruel, but withal,
rich, powerful, and a great lord, who fhould never
be able to be without her night or day ; another come-
ly, kind, complaifant, amiable,and ofhigh birth,. but
poor, and unfortunate in every thing ; the third and
laft, a peafant, like herfelf, who fhould be neither
handfome nor homely, who fhould love her neither too
much, nor too little, and who fhould be neither rich
nor poor. Peronel was at a lofs which to take ; for
fhe was naturally fond of fine cloaths, equipages, and
honours. but the fairy told her, go to, you are a fool;
do you fee the peafant? that is the husband fit for you.
you wonldlove too much the fecond; you wouldbe too
much beloved by the firft ; both would render you un-
happy ; it is very fair that the third do not beat you:
- itis better to dance upon the grafs, or heath, than in
a palace, and to be plain Peronel in the country, than
an unhappy lady at court. if you do not regret the
wantof grandeur,you will behappy with your plough-»
man all your life time,
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FABLE IX.

HE N fame, with her shrill trumpet, had an-

nounced Lycon’s departure to the rural gods
and fwains of Cynthus, all the shady woods refoun-
od with a loud and bitter plaint. Echo repeated it with
mournful voice, and all the vales around. no more
was heard the pipe’s fweet found, or hautboy’s mer-
ry note. the shepherds, in their grief, deftroy their
reods; every thing langnfhed, and the verdant hloom,
that beantified the trees, began to fade. the heaven,
till then ferene, grew black with ftorms; and rigid
Boreas already shook the groves, as in fell winter;
even the moft ruftic deities themfelves were not in-
fenfible to this their lofs: the Dryads iffued from
the hollow trunks of venerable oaks to mourn their
Lycon. all thefe divinities in concert, formed a fad
affembly round a ftately tree, which reared its tower-
ing branches to the skics, and with its wide impene-
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trable shade had many ages fcreened its parent earth,
alas! around this ancient, knotty trunk, of vatt dia-
meter, the wood-land nymphs, wheve erft they ufed
to trip it and to play, repaired in tears to tell their
doleful tale. he’s gone, faid they, we ne'er shall fee
him more; Lycon forfakes us, fhatched by adverfe
fortune to be the omament and the delight of other
happier fated groves than ours. O no! we may no
fonger dare to hope to hear his taneful voice, or fee
- him draw th’ elaftic bow, and with his mortal shafts
to pierce the rapid birds.——Even Pan comes up,
forgetful of his pipe; the Fauns and Satyrs now
fufpend their dances ; the chearle(s birds can warble
now no more ; nothing washeard but frightful cries
of owls, and other boding birds; fweet Philomel, and
all her mates, the fame fad fifence keep.

Lo! Flora and Pomona, hand in hand, fadden ap-
pear, and {iiling in the grove, the one with chaplets
crowned, made flowers {pring beneath her fleps im-
prefled upon the green ; to’ther, in horn of plenty,
bore the fruits, which autumn liberal pours upon the
earth, to pay the pains of man. take heart, faid they,
to the affembly of deje@ted gods ; Lycon is gone, but
he will ne’er forfake this favourite mountain, facred
to Apollo ; foon shall you fee him cultivate himfelf
our happy gardens ; foon his hand shall plant the ar-
butes green, the plants that nourish man, and flowers
which conftitute his fweet delight. beware, O nor-
thern gales, ye never blaft, with your peftiferons
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breath, thofe favoured gardens, where Lycon shaltine
dulge an harmlefs joy ; he, fimple nature shall prefer
to pompand lawlefs pleafure; heshall love thefe plains,
and ever shall forfake them with regret.

This faid, the:mourning ftraight was changed to
joy, and Lycon’s praifes now by all were fung ; they
faid, he’ll be a lover of the gardens, as erft Apollo
kept Admetus’ flocks : a thoufand fongs divine now
fillthegroves,and Lycon’s name makes hillsand dales
refound ; the fwains repeat it on their tuneful reeds ;
the birds themfelves, in their fweet artlefs notes, feem
to fay fomewhat like the charming name; earth is
adorned with flowers, enriched with fruits ; the gar-
dens gay with hopes of his return, prepare him all the
graces of the {pring, and autum’s rith magnificence of
gifts ; the very glances Lycon darts from far upon the
pleafant mount, shall fertilizeit: then having grub-
bed the wild and barren plants, the olive and the myr-
tle he shall call, till Mars an harveft of new laurels
raife, :



THE
YOUNG PRINGE

FABLE X.

HE fun having left the vaft arch of heaves in

peace, had finifhed his courfe, and plunged his
fiery (teeds in the Hefperian waves ; the border of the
horizon was yet of a purplifh red, and enflamed by
the burning rays he had diffufed in his paffage ; the
fcorching Dog-ftar parched the earth ; all the plants
fanguithed for thirft ; the faded flowers hung dowg
their drooping beads, and their feeble ftalks no longer
could fupport them ; the very zephyrs withheld their
comfortable breezes; the air, which the animals
breathed, refembled loke-warm water ; night, which
with its fhades diffufes a refrefhing cool, could not
temper the devouring heat which the day had caufed;
fhe could pour on fpiritlefs and fainting men, neitheg
the dew fhe dittils, when Hefper fhines at the tail of
the other ftars, nor that crop of poppies which afford
the charms of fJeep to all weary nature; the Sun alone
in Thetis’ lap enjoyed profound repofe s but, after-
wards, when he was obliged to remount his chariot,
drawn by the Hours, and preceded by Aurpra, ftrew-
ing his way with rofes, he perceived all Olympus over-

K
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caft with clouds; he faw the remains of a tempeft
which had terrified poor mortals all the night; the
clouds were ftill infe@ted with the ftench of the ful-
phureous vapours, which had lighted the ftreaming
flathes, and made the threatning thunder roar; the
mutinous winds hasing broke their chains, and forced
their deep dungeons, ftill bellowed in the fpacious
plaias of air ; adown the meantatns to the vales be-
neath, the fwelling torrents sambled ; he, whofe radi-
ant eye cheers all narare, bekeld, on all fides, as he
rofe, the remains of a cruekftormg but (which mov-
ed him more) he beheld 2 young fondling of the Mu-
fes, who to him was very dear, from whom the ftorm
had ftolen fleep away, when jof¥ begun to fpread his
fable wings over his heavy eye:lids ¢ ke was upon
the point of driving back his horfes, andof retard-
fng day, in order to reflore repofe to the favourite
youth wha had Ioft it. Twill, faid he, that ke fleep 5
$weet fleep fhall cool his bleod, athay kis bile, fhalf
give him health and firength to imitate Alcides® ar-
duous toils,and'fhall infpirehim with an I don’tknow
what of tender foftnefs, which poffibly might be his
only want : ifhe but fleep, and fmile, and mitigate his
fanguine conflitution, ifhe love the focial joys, and
ifhe take delight in loving mem, and being of them
beloved, then all the graces of the mind'and body will
comein crouds our datling toadorn.
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AND THE
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FABLE XI

4 \NE day young Bacchus, whom Silenus taught,

would feek the Mnfes in 2 neighbouring grove,
whofe filence purling ftreams alone difturbed, and
warbling birds; Sol could not, with his beams,
tranfpierce the gloomy verdure. here the fon of se-
mele, to learn the {peech of gods, feated him by a ve-
nerable oak, whence many men, in the age of gold,
had fprung. it erft had likewife uttered oracles, nor
Time’s keen fcythe had dared to bring it down. faft
by this facred ancient oak lay hid a youthful Faun,
who lent attentive ear to all the verfes which the in-
fant fung, and noted to Silenus, by a fneer, what-
ever faults his young difciple made. the Naiads then
and wood-nymphs alfo fmiled ; the critic young and
gayfomewas and gay. hishead with ivy and with vine
was crowned; his temples were adorned around with
grapes; from his left thoulder, o’er his other fide
bung, fcarf-wife, negligent, alarge feftoon of leaves,
which youthful Bacchus faw with joy, of ivy facred

K 2
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to the jolly god. the Faun enveloped was above the
waift, with all the dreadful and the thaggy fpoil of a
young lionefs, he’dflain in the woods. abending knot-
ty crook waved in his hand ; his tail played wantonly
upon his back.

But Bacchus could fiot bear the wicked wag, who
fill was ready to deride his words, if not precifely
pure and elegant. with fiery and impatient tone he
cried ; how dareft thou mock the fon of mighty Jove 2
to which the Faun unmoved, made this reply ; how
dares the fon of Jove commit a fault ?



THE

NIGHTINGALE

LINNET

FABLE XL

N the ever-green banks of the river Alpheus,

there is afacred grove, where three Naiads dif-
fufe, with no fmall noife, their cryftal waters, and
fprinkle the rifing fowers. hither the Graces oft re-
fort to bathe, the trees of this grove are never rufiled,
for thewinds revere them; they are only fanned by the
breath of gentle zephyrs : here the nymphs and fauns
perform their nightly dances, to the mufic of Pan’s
melodious flute. the fun, with his keeneft rays, can
never pierce the thick fhade which is formed by the
intertwined boughs of this grove ; but filence, dark. -
nefs, and delicious cool, reign there by dayas night,
under this foliage Philomela fings, with plaintive
melody,her ancient woes, yet unconfoled. mean while
a young and merry-hearted linnet, warbles her plea-
fures, and declares the fpring to all the fhepherds
~ vound, Now Philomel herfelf graws jealous of the

.
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tender notes of her companion. one day they fpied &
young and beauteous fwain, whom, in thofe woods,
they ne’er had feenbefore. graceful indeed and no-
ble was ‘is afped, he feemed the Mufes friend, and
to delight in harmony. they took this lovely fwain to
be Apollo, fuch as he formerly had ferved Admetus,
or fome young hero of his race divine. now the
two fongfers, by the Nineinfpired, begun to warble
thefe prophetic ftrains.

¢ Who is this thepherd, or this gad unknown, that
¢ comes to ornament our bappy grove. our fongs
¢ affe@ him, and be feems to love fiveet poefly, which
4.f00a will foothetbis heart, and render him as amia-
£ bl as brave.’

Then Philomel continued thus alone. )

* May this youngbero Qill increefe in virtne, 2s 2
“ young fower opening in the (pring; and inay he
4 Joxc the mind’s fawet caterminments; Rill may the
4 Graces dwell upon his fips, and in bis heart Miner-~
4 wa’s wifdom reiga.’

Thelianet anfwered ber,

¢ Omay he equal Orpheus in voice,and Hercules in
4 Sceds of high renowa 5 may his great {ovl poffefs
¢ Achilles’ fire, without his fiercenefs; be he good,
“ wife, bouatiful and tender towards men, and earn
¢ theie love; O may the heavenly Nine in him all vir-
¢ tues raife, wichout atlay 1

Then the fweetfongliers thus refamed in concert.
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¢ He loves our melody, intohisheartit entersdeep,
# like as the welcome dew falls on our greens, when
¢ parched op by the fun ; may the gods grant him.pru-
¢ dent moderation, and make him ever happy ; may
¢ his hand ftill hold the horn of plenty; may the age of
¢ gold return in himr; may heaver-born wifdom from
¢ him diffofe its influence benign onmertals ; and
¢ nmay flowersfuccesd hio Reps.”

‘While thes they fung, e 2epbyryheld cheirbreaddy
ail the flowers of the grove opeaed infislh blown besu-
ty;the fireams, by vee hwee founsaing formed, fufpend-
«d all the while sheir muzy cousfes ; the Sasprs axd
the Fauas,, to- heas the beteer, prickad op their pomts
ed aars ; Echo reficarfed the beaweesus firams oo ol
the vocksarownd ; the Dryads iffoed from the verding
trecs, in order w admire the princey youwsh, whong
Philomel anc har companion fong. . '



HUMOURIST

FABLE XIIL

HAT is this has befallen Melanthps? ng-.

thing without, "tis all within; his affairs goto
bis with; every body ftrives to pleafe him: what
then? hashe gotthefpleen? he went to bed laft night
the delight of mankind ; this morning one blafhes for
him, one thould conceal it : in getting up, the fold of _
A fock difpleafed him, the whole day will therefore
be ftormy, and every one muft fuffer for it: now he
firikes with terror, now he moves to pity ; fometimes
be cries like a child, fometimes he roars like alion; a
wild and malignang vapour troubles and clouds his
imagination, as theink of his ink-horn daubs his fin-
gers; do not venture to fpeak to him of the things he
loved moft but a moment ago; for the very reafon that
he loved them, he can no longer endure them ; the
parties of pleafure he {o much defired are now grown
irkfome to him, they muft be broke; he ftrives to
contradi@, to complain, to pique others ; he is mad
tofee they will not be angry; oftentimes he will puthat
the air like a furious bull, who, with whetted horng,
ruthes on to fight againft the winds ; whenhe wants
pretence to attack others, he will fall ppon himfelf;
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he blames himfelf, he finds himfelf good for nothings
he difcourages himfelf, and takes it very ill if any one
attempt to comfort him; he chufes to be alone, and
cannot fapport folitude ; he returns to company, and
frets at them ; do they hold their peace, their affected
filence offends him; do they fpeak low, he imagines
’tis againft him ; do they fpeak loud, he finds them,
noify, and too merry while he is dull; are they dull,
that dulnefs appears to him a reproach of his failings;
do they laugh, he fufpeds it is at him; what fhould
onedo ? why, even be as firm and patient asheis in-
fupportable, and wait calmly till to-morrow, that he
recover the wits he had yefterday : this ftrange hu-
mour goes as it comes; when it (eizes him, one might
fay it isa movement of a machine, which runs itfelf
down all atonce; he is fuch as they paint poffeffed
people ; his reafon is in a manner inverted, ’tis down-
right madnefs itfelf; provoke him, and he will tell
you at noon that it is night ; for there is no longer ei-
ther day or night to a head difordered by its caprice ;
fometimes he cannot help being aftonithed at his
‘outrageous mad fits ; in fpite of his morofenefs, he
will fmile at the extravagant expreflions that havee-
fcaped him: but what method is there of forefeeing
thofe ftorms, and of conjuring the tempeft ? none ;
there are no good almanacs to predi@ this bad wea-
ther: beware of faying, to-morrow we fhall go and
divert ourfelves in fuch a garden ; the man of to-day,

L
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wift not be the man of to-morrow ; he who promifes
you juft now, will, by and by, difappear, and you
firafl not know where to lay hold of him, to put him
in mind of his promife 3 in his place you will find an
1 don’t know what, which has neither form nor name,
which can have neithet, and which you could ot de-
fine two momvents together after the fame manner:
ftady him well, then fay of him what you pleafe; it
will not be true the moment after you have faid it;
thisinconfiftent entity would and woald not; it threat-
ens, it trembles, it blends ridicalous haughtinefs with
enworthy meznnefles ; it weeps, it laughs, it plays,
is furions in the moft whimfical and foolifh fit of fory;
heis pleafant,eloqaent,fubtle, full of new turns,tho’ he
has not even a fradow of reafon remaining: take good
care to fay nothing to him that is not juft, precife,and
exadly reafonable; he woald well know how to take
hiy advantage of it, and woudd artfully torn the chace
upon you ; he would pafs forthwith from his own er-
ror to attack yours, and would become reafonable for
the fole pleafure of convinciag you that you are not
fo : it was a mere nothing that made him fly up to the
clonds; but what is become of that nothing ? itis loft
inthefray; it is no more in queltion; he knows no
longer what made hint angry ; he knows only that he
is angry, and that he willbe angry, and even this he
fwows nok always ;. he imagines oftontimes that all
_arhe fpask to him awe in paffion, and that himfelf is
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the only calm perfon, as. a man whohas the jaundice
thinks all he fees yellow, tho’ the yellow be only in
his own eyes. but perhaps he will fpare certain per-
fons, to whom he owes more thanto others, or whom
he feems to have a greater regard for. no; his extra-
vagant humour knows no body ; it fallsindifferent-
lyonall it meets ; the firlt comer is as good as any
to difcharge his fpleen upon, all is alike to him, fo he
be butangry ; he would abufe the perfons he ought
moft to regard ; he loves them no more; he is no more
Joved by them ; he is perfecuted, betrayed ; he owes
nothing toany whatfoever: but {tay amoment,fee ano-
ther fcene | be ftands in need of every body; heloves,
heis beloved again ; he flatters, he infinnates himfelf,
he bewitches all thofe who could no longer bear him;
he confeffes his fault, he langhs at his own oddities,
bhe mimics himfelf, and you would think you faw him
reallyin his mad fits, be does it {o much to the life,
after this farce, a&ted at his own expence, you think
farcly that he will at leaft never more play the Demo-
niac. alas! you deceive yourfelf ; he will do it again
this very night, and langhat itagain to-morrow, with"
out the fmalleft reformation.



THE

DRAGON

AND THE

F O X E S

FABLE XIV,

Dragon, who guardeda treafure in a deep wind-
ing cave, watched over it night and day. two fox-
esunderftanding this, and being great cheats and rob-
_ bers by trade, infinuated themfelves into his favour
by flattery, and fo became his confidents. the moft
complaifant and officious are not the fureft friends.
they treated him as a great perfonage, admired all his
fancies, were always of his mind, and fneered be-
tween themfelves at their cully. at length,he fell afleep
betwixt them; they feized the opportunity, ftrangled
him, and made themfelves mafters of the treafure. but
nextit muft be divided, and this was no eafy matter,
for two rogues agree only to do mifchief. one ofthem
fell a moralizing : what ufe, faid he, fhall we make
of all thismoney ? a little game had been better for us;
there is no fuch thing as eating of metal, piftoles are
hard of digeftion; men are fools to be fo fond of thofe
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falfe riches ; let us notbeas foolifh as they. the other
feigned to be touched with the fage refledions, and
protefted that he would live fuch a philofopher as
Bias, and carry his all about with him. both made a
feint of quitting the treafure; but they lay in mutual
ambufh, and toreeach other to pieces. one of them
expiring faid to the other, who was as much wounded
as himfelf; what wouldft thou have done with the
money ? the fame thing thou wouldft have done with
it, anfwered the other. a man paffing that way, when
he heard their adventure, called them egregious fools.
you are no lefs fo than we, replied one of the foxes ;
you can no more feed upon money than we, and yon
kill one another to procureit: our race has hitherto
been wife enough, at leaft, nottomakeufe of any coin.
what you introduced amongft you for your conveni-

* ency proves your cuorfe. you lofe true riches in the
porfuit of imaginary.



THE
TWO FOXES.

FABLE XV,

WO foxes one night furprifed a heu-rooft,

where they worried the cock, the hens, and the
chickens ; and after that flaughter, they began to al-
lay their hunger : one being young and fiery would
nceds devour every thing; the other, who was old and
covetous, was for keeping fome provifion for to-
morrow. the old one faid, experience, child, has made
me wife ; T have feen many things fince I have been in
the world ; let us not et up our whole fubftance in
one day; we have made our fortune, this is a treafure
we have found, and we muft husbandit. young Rey-
nard replied, Ihave a mind to eat up all while I am
here, and to layin a belly-full for eight days; for ’tis
a joketo think of returning, that may not be fo con-
venient to-morrow. the landlord to revenge the death
of his fowls, would not fail to knock us on the head.
after this converfation, each takes his courfe. the
young one eats on till he burfts, and can hardly crawl
home to his hole to die; the old one, who thinks
himfelf much wifer to moderate his appetites, and live
with oecconomy, on his return next morning to his
prey, is knocked on the head by the landlord. thus
every age hath its failings : young people are hotand
infatiable in their pleafures ; the old are incorrigible
in their avarice, '



THE

WOLF axp THE LAMB.

FABLE XVIL

As fome heep lay fafely in their fold, the dogs afleep,
and the fhepherd in the feade of a Jofty clm, play-
. ingon the pipe, with.other neighbouring thepberds,
an hungry wolf came up to the inclofure, and began
thro’ its chinks to reconnoitre the ftate of the flock,
a young unexperienced lamb, oblerving the wolf en-
tered into converfation with him. what come you to
feek here, faid he to the glatton ? the tender flowery
grafs, returned the wolf; you know that nothing is
more agreeable thea 10 féed in a verdant meadow,
enamelled with flowers, 10 affwage ome’s hunger,
and to quench one’s thirft in a eryital brook : Jo! bere
1 have found both; what nesd 1 more ? T love the phi-
- lofophy tirat teaches to be dontent with littde. isit
really true then, replied the lamb, that you don’t eat
the fiefh of anitmals, and that a little grafs fufficeth
you? if fo, let us live like brethren, snd feed toge-
ther. and with that the credulogs lamb Jeaped out of
the fold into the meadow, wihere the temperate phic
lofopher tore rim to pieces, and fwallowed him.
Diftruft the fair fpceches of petfons who boalt of
their virtue. judge by their aions, snd ot by their

words.



THE

CAT anp THE RABBITS.

FABLE XVIIL

Cat, putting on & demure countenance, had got
into a warren, peopled with rabbits : immedi-
ately the whole commonwealth, in alarm, made hafte
to whip into their holes. as the intruder lay upon the
catch, hard by a burrow, the deputies of the rabbit
nation, who had feen his terrible paws, made their
appearance in the ftraiteft place of the burrow’s
mouth, to ask his bufinefs there. he protefted with a
mild voice, that he wanted only to ftudy the manners
of the nation ; that in quality of philofopher he was
travelling thro’ all countries, to inform himfelf of the
cuftoms of every fpecies of animals. the fimple and
credulous deputies returned, and told their brethren,
that thisftranger, fo venerable for his modeft demea-
nour, and majeftic fur, was a fober, difinterefted,
peaceful philofopher, who was on his travels from
country to country, in fearchof wifdom ; that he came
‘from a variety of places, where he had feen ftrange
wonders ; that it would be a pleafure to hear him dif-
courfe, and that he would be very loth to fnap up
any rabbits, fecing he believed, like a good Bramin as
he was, the tranfmigration of fouls, and tafted no food
that had ever had life, this fine account touched the
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affembly. in vain did an old cunning rabbit, who was

generally dictator of the company,reprefent how much

that grave philofopher was fufpicious to him : in fpite

of all he could fay, the infatuated creatures go to fa-

lute the Bramin, who, at the firft embrace, throttled

feven or eight of them ; the reft make the beft of their

way back to their holes, not a little frighted and

afhamed of their folly. wherenpon, the grave Mr.

Modelty returned to the entrance of the burrow, pro-

tefting with a molft cordial tone, that he had commit-

ted this murder much againtt his will, only to farisfy
his prefling need ; that henceforth he would live up-

on other animals, and make with them an eternal al-

liance. the rabbits immediately entered into a negoti-

ation with him, without, however, coming within

reach of his claws. the treaty continues; they hold
bim in play. in the mean time, one of the nimbleft of
the rabbits gets out by the back-fide of the burrow,
and runs to acquaint a neighbouring fhepherd, who -
ufed to divert himfelf with catching fome of its jue

niper-fed companions. the fhepherd incenfed againft

the deftroyer of {o ufeful a people, haftens to the bur-

row with his bow and arrows : he fpies Mr. Pufs, who
was mindful of nothing but his prey ; helets fly one

of his deadly fhafts, and pierces him to the heart. the

<at expiring, is faid to have fpoke thefe words ; when-
a perfon has once deceived, he can no more be trufted

by any body; butishated, feared,andat length caught -
by his own devices,

M

.
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TWO MICTE

FABLE XVIL

Moufe, weary of kiving i coatinual peril and

slarm from barbarous cats and wealels, who
made great havock of the moufique nation, called her
gofip, that Eved in a neighbouring hole. a rare
thought, faid fhe to.her, has ftruck me ia the head ; I
have read in certain books, which I bave been gnaw-
ing fome days palt, that there is a fine country, nam-
ed the Indies, where our people are better ufed, and
more i fafety than here: in that country fages be-
lisvethat the foul of a meafe may have been formerly
tha foul of 3 great capaain, of a King, or, perhaps, of
a woudetful Fakir; and thatit may, after the death
of the wonde, anser imto the bedy of fome fine lady,
on grent Pendiar ; if I right remember, this is ealled
tha metenapiychofis, or tranfmigeation of fouls; int
thigopimion, they treat alt animals with a brotherly
leve: there are tobe feen bofpitals of mice, whe are
paa owtte board, amd entereained like perfons of con-
fequence ; along, fifles, let us make the beft of our
ways for f fime a conntry, where the pelity is fo ex-
celhéme, msd julkice done to our merit. the goffip re-
phied 5 bug;, e, are there no cass that getinto thofe
hofpitals? if there were, they would foon: make abun-
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dance of tranfmigrations; one ftroke of tooth or claw
would make a King, or a Fakir; a wonder which we
could very well difpenfe with. don’t fear that, faid the
former, the order is perfe& in that country; tie cats
have their houfes, as we have ours ; and they have
likewife their hofpitals of invalids by themfelves. af-
ter this converfation, our two mice fet out together:
they get on board of a thip, which was going a long
voyage, by flipping along the ropes the evening be-
fore the embarkation. away they fail, and are over-
joyed to fee themfelves far from the curfed fhores,

_where the cats exercifed their tyranny. the voyage
was profperous ; they arrived at Surat, not to amafs
riches, like merchants, but in order to be made much
of by the Indians. fearce had they got into an habi.
tation affigned to mice, when they challenged the firft
place there. the one pretended fhe remembred to have
been formerly a famous Bramin on the coaft of Ma-
{abar; the other protefted that fhe had been a fine la-
dy of the fame country, with long ears. in fhort, they
grew fo infolent, that the Indian mice could not bear
them. and now, behold a civil war ! they fell without
mercy upon the two Franguis, who wanted to give
law to the reft. inftead of being eaten by ¢ats, they
were worried by their own fifters.

Let people go.never fo far to avoid danger, if they
are not modeft and difcreet, they do but feek their
tuin abroad, which it were as well to meetat home,

M2 ’ '
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BEASTS

KING

FABLE XIX.

PON the death of thelion, all the beafts repair-

ed in hafte to his den, to comfort the lionefs,

his widow, who made the mountains and forefts re-
found with her cries. after having paid their compli-
ments to her,they proceeded to the eletion of a king;
the crown of the defuné being placed in the middle of
the affembly. the young lion was yet too young and
weak to obtain the royalty from fo many fierce ani-
mals, let me but grow up, faid he, and I fhall be as
able to reign as the beft of you, and tq make myfelf
fearedin my turn ; in the mean time, I will ftudy the
hiftory of my father’s great a&ions, in order oneday
to equal his glory. for my part, fays the leopard, I
expedt ta be crowned, as being liker to the lion than
any of the other pretenders : and I, faid the bear, do
maintain that I met with injuftice, when the lion was
preferred before me; I am ftrong, couragious,and car-
niyarous, as much as he; and I have one fingular ad-
vantage, which is that of ¢climbing trees. I leave you
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to judge, gentlemen, faid the elephant, if any one can
difpute with me the glory of being the talleft, the
ftrongeft, and the graveft of all animals. Iam the
nobleft, and moft beautiful, faid the horfe: and I
the moft cunning, cried the fox: and I the fwifteft,
faid the ftag. where fhall you find, faid the ape, amore
agreeable, or more ingenious King than myfelf? I
fhall daily divert my fubjeds; nay, I refemble man, .
who is the true King of all nature. the parrot (though
no member) could no longer forbear; fince thou
boafteft of refembling man, fqueaked he, fo may I too;
thourefembleft him only by thy ugly phiz;and by fome
ridicnlous grins ; as for me, I refemble him in voics,
which is the badge of reafon, and the maft beautifyl
ornament of man. hold thy topgue, wretched prattler,
replied the ape, thou talkeft, but not like man ; thou
faylt always the fame thing, without underftanding
what thou fayft. the affembly laughed at thefe two
forry mimics of man; and the crown was beflowed on
the elephant, as having ftrength and wifdom, without
either the cruelty of the furious beafts, or thefoolifh
wanity of fo many others, who' want always to ap-
pear what they are not,



THE APE

FABLE XX _

AN old mifchievous ape having died, his ghoft

defcended into Pluto’s dreary abede, where it
begged leave to retutn among the living. Pluto hada
mind to remit it into the body of an heavy flupid afs,
in order to deprive it of its fupplenefs, vivacity, and
mifchievoufnefs. bat it played fo many pleafantand
wanton tricks, that the grim King of hell could not
forbear fimiling, and left it the choice of its condi-
tion. it defired to enter into thebody ofa parrot ; for
fo, faid it, I hall atleaft preferve fome refemblance to
men, whom I fo long have imitated : when I was an
ape, I made geftures like thém, and beinga parrot, I
fhall talk with them in the moft agreeable converfa-
tions. fcarce was the ape’s foul introduced into this
new employment, when a prating old woman bought
bim : fhe made him her darling, and puthimin a fine
eage; he fared fumptuoufly, and chattered all day
_with the old dotard, who fpoke no more fenfibly than
himfelf. to his new talent of deafening every body,
he joined fomewhat of his former profeffion; he
would wag his head ridiculoufly, make his bill crack,
fhake his wings in a hundred different ways, and
with his paws play many little tricks, which flill fa-
voured of the diftortions of a jack-pudding. the old
woman would every now and then be putting on her
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fpeacles to admire him: fhe was very forry tobe a
little deaf, and thereby to lofe fome words of her Poll,
in whom fhe found more wit than in any body. the
parrot, thus {poiled, became a prattling, impertinent
fool ; he fo toffed and tumbled about in his cage, and
drank fo much wine with his old miftrefs, that he
quickly died. and sow beheld. him returned before
Pluto, who refolved this time to make him pafs into
the body of a fifh, in ocder 10 vender him dumb ; but
bhe again played a favce hefare the King of ghofts ; and
princes feldom refilk the vequets of buffoons that flat.
ter them. Pluto granted, therefore, to this, that he
fhould go iato.the body of a man ; but as the god was
athamed to fend him into the body of & wife andvir.
tuous mas, he afigaed him the body of a tedious,
troublefome ecoxcenth, who was inceflontly lymg,
bragging, awd making ridicelows geftures; who laugh-
ed at every body, and would intervupt the moft polite
4nd {olid comvorfations, in order to fay nothing, or
_ nonfenfe. Mercury knowing hiay again in this new
ftate, faid metrily vohis ; O ho! friend, I fmokethee,
thou ast nothing bus & compound of the ape and par<
rot, thee L have feen formerly ; whoever would take
away thy geRures, aud thy words, learned by rote,
witheut judgment, would leave nothing at all of thee
behind ; a pretry ape and good pastot make buta
foolith mas. O} how many mien are these in the world
with formal geQtures, a little prittle prattle, and an
alr of fufficiency, that have neithes feafe nor condué®.



THE

TWO YOUNG LYONS.

FABLE XXI

‘WO young lyons had been brought up together-

in the fame foreft ; they were of the fame age,
fize, and abilities. the one was taken in toils at a
hunting of the Great Mogul ; the other remained in
the craggy mountains. he who had been taken was
carried to court, where he lived in the heart of de-
lights ; each day was an antilope given him for his
dinner, and then he had only to take his eafe and reft,
in a convenient lodge, where care was taken to make
him liefoftly ; it was the bufinefs of a white eunuch
twicea day to comb down his waving golden mane.
as he grew very tame, the King himfelf would often
carefs him. he was fat, fleek, ftately, and magnifi-
cent; for be wore a collar of gold, and from his ears
dangled pendants,enrichied with pearlsand diamonds.
he defpifed all the other lions that were in the neigh-
bouring lodges, much lefs grand than his, and who
were not in fuch favour as he. this profperity puffed
up his heart; he thought himfelf fome great perfo~
nage, fince he was treated fo honourably ; the court
wherein he fhone, gave him the tafte of ambition ; he
imagined he would have been a hero, had he conti-
nued in the forefts,
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One day,as he was no longer faftened to his chain,
away he fcampered from the palace, and returned to
the country where he had been bred. at that junéture,
the King of the wholelion nation was juftdead,and the
States were affembled, in order to chufe him a fuccef-
for. amongft a great many other competitors, there
was one who eclipfed all the others by his fierce and
daring mien ; and who fhould this be but that other
young lion, who had never quitted the deferts. while
his companion had been pampering at court, the fo-
litary had often fharpened his courage by a raging
hunger ; he was wont to find his food thro® the great-
eft perils and bloodfhed ; he would tear both flocks
and fhepherds ; he was lean, fhaggy, grifly; fire and’
blood ftreamed from his eyes; he was nimble, brawny,
accuftomed to clamber, and to {pring, undaunted by
javelins or darts. the two old companions demanded
fingle combat, to decide who fhould reign. but an
old, wife, and experienced lionefs, whofe counfels
the whole commonwealth regarded, moved to fet firft
on the throne him who had ftudied politics at court ,
many murmured, faying, fhe wanted to have a vain
and voluptuous coxcomb preferred to a warriour,
who had learned, in fatigue and danger, to fupport
the moft weighty affairs. however, the intereft of the
old lionefs prevailed, and the court lion was placed
upon the throne : he prefently diffolved in pleafures;

N



Q0 THE TWO YQUNG LIONS,

he loved nothing but pageantry ; he ufed art and cun-
nring to cloak his cruelty and tyranny ; he was foan
bated, defpifed, detefted. then the old lianefs faid ; it
is time to dethrope bim ; I well knew he was unwor-
thy to be King; but | was willingthat you fhould have
atrial of one fpailed by foftnefs and policy, to make
you afterwards the more fenfible of the valve of ano-
ther, who, by his patiepce and valour, merited the
kingdom. ’tis now they muft fight. {traightway they
were put into a clofe field; where the two champions
afforded a fpe@acleto the aflembly: but the fpe@tacle
lafted not long; the effeminate lion trembled, and
durlt nat face the ather ; he thamefully flies, and hides
himfelf; the other purfues, and infults him. all cried
out murder him, tear him to pieces. no, no, repliéd
his antagonift, when one has fo cowardly an enemy,
it were cowardife to fear him ; I'll have him tolive ;
he does notdeferve to die; I fhall eafily know how
ta reign, without being much troubled to hold him
in foljecion. in fad, the vigorous lion reigned with
wifdom and authority ; the other was well contented
to-make the meaneft caurt to him, to obtaia fome bitg
of flefh fyom his table, and to fpend his days in a

fhamefal idleqcfs.



B E E S
FABLE XXH.

S a young Prince, at the return of the zephyrs,
when all nature revives, was walking in a de-
lightful garden, he heard a great buzzing, and fpied
an hive of bees. he draws near to this fight, which
was new to him, and fees, with aftonifhment, the
order, care, and labour of that little commonwealth.
the cells begun to be formed, and to take a regular fi-
" gure : one part of the bees were filling them with their
fweet neétar; others were bringing flowers, which
they had culled out of all the riches ofthe fpring: idle-
nefs and floth were banithed that litde flate ; every
thing was in motion, but without confufion or diftur-
bance. the moft confiderable amongft the bees con-
duced the reft, who obeyed without any murmur or
Jjealoufy againft thofe that were above them. while the
young prince was admiring this obje&, which he was
yet unacquainted with, a bee, whom all the others ac-
knowledged as their Queen,accofted him,and faid; the
fight of our work and oeconomy entertains you ; but
it ought ftill more to inftrué you; we never fuffer
amongft us diforder or licentioufnefs ; there is no be-
N2 -
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ing confiderable among us but by labour, and by the
talents that may be ufeful to our commonwealth ;
-merit is here the only way to preferment ; we occupy
ourfelves night and day in things whereof men reap
all the benefit. may you be one day like us,and bring
mankind into that order which youy admit= in oug
fociety. )



THE

BEE axp tHE FLY.

FABLE XXIIL

Bee oneday perceived a fly near her hive, what

£ X bufinefs haft thou there, faid fhe, with a furious
tone? it well becomes thee truly, vilecreature, to mix
with the fovereigns of the air. thou art in the right,
replied the fly coldly ; one is always to blame for
coming nigh fo fiery a nation as yours. nothing can
exceed our wifdom, faid the bee we alone have laws,
and a well-ordered commonwealth ; we gather none
but odoriferous flowers ; we make nothing but deli-
cious honey, which equals the very ne&ar. get thee
out of my prefence, nafty, impertinent fly, who doft
nothing but buz, and feek thy living in ordure. we
Jive as we may, replied the fly; poverty is no vice, but
paffion is a great one; you make honey,which is fweet,
but your heart is ftill bitter ; you are wife in your
laws, but violent in your condu&; your paffion,which
flings your enemies, is death to you ; and your foo-
lith cruclty does more hurt to yourfelves than to any

body. it is better to have lefs fhining qualities with
more moderation.



B E E §

SILXK-WOIRM S.

FABLE XXIV.

ONEdsythebeeufcended to Olympus, atd pre-
fented themfelves at the foot of the throne of
Jove, befeeching him to confider the cate they had
taken of his infancy, when they fed him with their
honey upon mount Ida. Jupiter was ready to grant
them the firft honours among all little animals : bat
Minerva, who prefides over arts, reprefented to him,
that there was another fpocies, which difputed with
the bees the glory of ufeful inventions. Jove would
know their name: filk-worn1s, anfiwered fhe. ftraight-
way, the firft of gods ordered Mercory to waft upon
the wings of the gentle zephyrs, deputies from that
diminutive peaple, thdt hé might hear the arguments
on both fides,
The bee, ambaffadrefs of het nation, reprefented
-~ the fweetnefs of the honey, whichis the ne@ar of men;
its ufefulnefs, theart with which it is compofed; then



THE BRRS AND THE SILK-WORMS. ©0f

fhe extolled the wifdom of the laws, which regulate
the flying republic of bees ; no other fpecies of ani-
mals, faid the aratrefs, can boaft this glory, and it is
a reward for having neurifhed, in a cave, the father
of the gods ; moreover, we have our fhare of martia]
valour, when our King animates our troops in the
field ; how fhould thefe worms, vile and contempti-
ble infedts, dare ta difpute precedency with us? they
can only crawl upon the ground, while we take a
noble flight, and, with our glldod wings, foar to the
very {lars.

The fpeaker of the filk-warms rephed weare but
little worms, ’tis true ; and have neither fo great cou-
rage for war, nor fuch wife laws ; but every one of
us fhews the wonders of nature, and waftes itfelf in
ufeful toil ; without laws we live in peace, nor are any
civil wars ever tobe feen amongft us, while the bees
are killing one another at every change of King:
by Proteus’ virtue we can change our form ; now we
are little worms, compofed of eleven fmall rings, in-
terwoven with a variety of the livelieft colours that
are admired in the flowers of a parterre; then we fpin
wherewithal to clothe the gayeft and greateft of men,
even upon thethrone, and wherewithal to adorn the
temples of the gods; this fo beautiful and {o lafting at-
tire, is furely worth abundance of honey, which cor-
rupts fo quickly ; laft of all, we transform ourfelves
into a bean, but a bean which feels, which moves, and
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always fpeaks fome life; after thefe marvellous me- -
tamorphofes, we become all at once butterflies, and
fhine illuftrious with.the brighteft colours ; and then
do we no longer yicld to:the bees in foaring, with ad-

- ‘vent’rous flight, as far as:high- Olymipus. judge now,
O father of gods. Jupiter,: at a.lofs"about the deci-
cifion, declared, at length, that the bees fhould hold
the firft rank, on account of the rights they had ac-
quired from ancient times. how, faid he,can I degrade
them? I have been too much obliged to them to do -
them fuch indignity; but I believe that men owe ftill
moreto the filk-worms.



THE OWL

THAT
WANTED A WIFE.

FABLE XXV,

A Young owl, who had feen hlmflf in a feuntain,

thouglit imfelf mere besutiful, rot to fay, than
the day, for that hie thoughtvery difagreeable,but than
the night, which for hitts had wondrous charms ; he
faid within hinifelf, T have furely ficrificed to the Gra«
ces 3 Venus hath at firy birth infolded me in het gire
dle; the tetidet Loves, s¢companied by the Sports and
Sanlles, flutter around to cafefs mie ; it is tithe thige
fair Hymen give my childveh ; gtaceful as myfelf; they
will be the ornament of the gtoves, and darings of
the night. what pity that the race of the theft perfe&
birds fhould fail! happy thebride who fhall pafs her life
in my company! big with thefe cogitations, he dif-
patches the crow to demand, in his name, alittle ea-
glet, daughter to the eagle, King of air. the crow had
fome difficulty to undertake the embafly ; I fhall be
but badly received, faid fhe, to propofe fo unfuitable
a marriage : what ? the eagle! who dares to ftare the
fun full in the face, make a match with you, who can-
not fo much as open your eyes while it is day ; that

0 -

.
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" is the way for the man and wife never to be together;
theone will go abroad by day, the other by night.
the vain and felf-conceited owl would hear nothing.
the crow, to pleafe him, went at I3ft to demand the
eaglet. the wife demand occafioned mirth at the aerial
court. the eagle gave her for anfwer ; if his owlthip
means to be my fon-in-law, let him come after fun-
rife, and falute me in the middle of the air. the pre-
fumptuous owl would needs go and keep the appoint-
ment ; his eyes were immediately dazzled ; he was
ftruck blind by the fun’s rays, and tumbled beadlong
from the height of air upon a craggy rock. all the

" birds fell ppon him, and plucked off his feathers. he

was now too happy toflink intohis hole,and toefpoufe

the chough,a worthy lady of the place: their marriage
was celebrated by night; and they thought each other
extremely handfome and agreeable.

‘Wefhould never aim atany thing above ourfphere,
por flatter ourfelves upon our advantages.



THE
SHEPHERD CLEOBULUS
A N.D T H.E

NYMPH PHILIDA.

FABLE XXVL

S apenfive fhepherd tended his flock, upon the
: flowery banks of the river Achelous, the Fauns
and Satyrs, that lurked in the neighbouring groves,
danced upon the grafs, to the melodions found of .
hispipe. the Naiads, hid beneath the waters of the ri-
ver, reared their heads above thereeds to liften to his
mufic. Achelous himfelf, leaning upon his inclined
urn, fhewed his front, where there remained butone
horn ever fince his combat with the great Hercules,
and this melody fufpended for a while the anguith of
the vanquifhed god. the fhepherd faw, unmoved, the
Naiads admiring him ; he thought of none but the
fhepherdefs Philida, who was fimple, natural, with~
out the foreign aid of ornament; fortune ne’er gave
her any borrowed luftre, and the Graces alone had
adorned and’ beautified her with their own hands ;
fuch went fhe forth from her village, mindlefs of eve-
ry thing but of her fheep. the nymph alone was ftran-
ger to her beauty. all the other fhepherdefles were

: 012 2
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jealous of it. the fhepherd loved her, and did not dare
to tell her fo: what he loved moft in her was that
matchlefs virtue, fimple and fevere, which kept lavers
at a diftance, and which conflitutes the trueft charm
of beauty. but the ingenious paffion fuggefls the art
of reprefenting what might be bold and dangerous to
declare. he therefore ceafed allhis moft pleafant fongs,
to tune one that might touch the fair one’s heart. he
knew fhe loved the virtue of the heroes, who, in the
toilfome field, had glory won : he fung, under a fic-
titions pame, his awn adventures ; for, at that time,
keraes themfelves were fhepherds, nar difdained the
crook. and, therefore, thus hefung : when Polynices
brave, marched ta befiege the city Thebes, and to
o’erturn the thrane of his ewn brother Eteocles, all
the Kings of Greece appeared in hoftile arms, and,
againt the befreged, their chariots drove. Adraftus
then, who father was in law ta Polynices, hewed re-
fiftlefs down, the adverfe troaps ; as with his keen-
edged foythe the reaper fweeping, mows the golden .
erops. on t'other fide, Amphiarons fee ! the footh~
fayer, who, confciouns of his fate, advanced into the
fighs, and was at ance fwallowed by Earth, which
openegd its abyfs ta hurl him headlong to the banks of
Styx 5 in falling be deplored his faithlofs wife. faft by
behold Qedipus’s fons, in hoftile, not in brotherly
embrace; as when a leopard and a tyger tear each
other on the rock s of Caucafus : they rolled cach ather

on the fandy beach, feeming to pant each for his bro-
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ther’s bleod. during this horrid fight, Cleobulus, who
followed Polynices, combated againft a brave The-
ban, whom the God of war rendered almoft invinci-
ble. the fhaft ofthe Theban, guided by the god, had
pierced Cleobulus’s neck, but that he fprung nimble
afide : he, inftant, plunged his dart deep in the bowels
of his hardy foe : the Theban’s blood {treams copi-
ous, his bright eyes grow dim, his noble mien and all
his fire forfake him ; now, now, fqualid death deforms
his comaly features ; lo! his youthful bride fees him
expiring from a turret’s height ; and O! what pangs
tranfpierce her tender heart! in his misfortune, ftill
too happy man, to have been loved and wailed; I'd
die, like him, with pleafure, fo Imight be loved as he;
for what avails great valour, or theglory of famous
combats; and O! what avails or youth,or beauty,when
one cannot pleafe nor move the obje& loved!
the fhepherdefs, who had lent attentive ear to his fo
tender fong, now conceived that the fhepherd was
Cleobulus, vanquifher of the Theban. fhe grew fen-
fible of the glory he had acquired, of the Graces that
fhone in him, and of the pangs he fuffered for her ; fhe
gave himher heart and hand; an happy Hymen join-
«d thelovely pair ; their happine(s was envied by all
the fhepherds round, and by the country-deities them-
felves. by their union, by theirinnocent life, by their
rural paftimes, even in the hour of age, they equalled
the blifaful fate of Philemon and Baucis,




CHROMIS

MNASYLUS.

FABLE XXVIL

CHROMIS,

HIS grove has a delightful coolnefs ; the trees

are tall, the foliage thick, the walks fhady; one

hears no noife but that of nightingales, warbling their

Joves. ’
MNASYLUS.
There are here beauties ftill more ftriking.

CHROMIS,

‘What! doft thou mean thofe ftatues? I don’t think
them very handfome. there’s one that has a mighty
homely afpect.

MNASYLUS.

It reprefents a woman ; but let us talk no more of
it; for thou knoweft one of our fhepherds, who has
already faid all that can be faid of her.

CHROMIS,

What then ? is it that other inclined above the
fountain ?
: MNASYLUS.

No; I don’t mean that neither. the thepherd Ly-
cidas has fang it to his pipe, and I would never pre-
tend to praifeafter him,
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CHROMIS,

‘Which then! that ftatne which reprefents a young
woman?

_ MNASYLUS.

Ay; you’ve hit on’t atlaft. fhe has by no means
that ruftic air of the two others; and, indeed, fhe is
agreater deity : it is Pomona, or, atleaft, a nymph ;
fhe holds in one hand an horn of plenty, ftored with
all the pleafant fruits of the autumn ; with the other
fhe bears a vafe, whence pieces of money dropin con-
fufion : thus the holds, at the fame time, the fruits of
the earth, which are the riches of fimple nature, and
the treafures, to which the art of men give o higha
value,

CHROMIS.
' Shc has her head alittle inclined. why fo ¢
MNASYLUS,

>Tis true ; and that becaufe all figures defigned for
exalted fituations, and to be feen from below, are
in abetter point of view, when they are a little in-
clined towards the fpe&ators.

CHROMIS.

But what pray is that head-drefs? it is unknown

to our fhepherdefles.
MNASYLUS.

It is, however, eafy and negligent ; and fhe is no-
thing the lefs graceful. that is her hair, well parted on
the forehead, hanging down a little on each fide, with
a natural curl, and neatly tied behind.



