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LINCOLN'DOUGLAS
MEMORIAL

The Bryant homestead was the meeting place of

Abraham Lincoln and Senator Stephen A. Douglas

in 1858 when they agreed to hold seven joint de-

bates. These debates proved to be a large contribut-

ing factor in making Lincoln president of the United

States.

The Bryant Homestead was built in 1856 by Mr.

and Mrs. Francis E. Bryant, of whom Senator and

Mrs. Douglas were frequent guests. The famous
conference between Senator Douglas and Mr. Lin-

coln was held in the parlor of this little cottage on

July 29, 1858.

Bement, Illinois



Lincoln-Douglas Memorial
Story of the Bement Incident

On July 29, 1858, occurred and im-
jportant event in our national history
|

-—the arrangement by two men for i

seven joint debates, which attracted
nation wide attention, and proved to
be a large contributing factor in mak-
ing Abraham Lincoln president of the
United States. Every American citi-

zen is familiar with these memorable
debates between Lincoln, the Great
Emancipator, and Stephen A. Doug-
las, the Little Giant. Douglas had al-

ready gained prominence as a Senator
and orator while the greatness of Lin-
coln was not so widely knovra. Pit-
ting of the humble Lincoln against
the seasoned Douglas at first seemed
an uneven match, but Lincoln so ably
handled his subjects that he brought
to himself the highest honor of the
nation, and eliminated Douglas as a
contender for the presidency.

In Bement stands one of the most
fitting memorials to these two great
Illinois statesmen—the Bryant Home-
stead—where Lincoln and Douglas
met on July 29, 1858, and in a two
hour conference arranged for the
seven famous debates. The memorial
will be formally dedicated on the 67th
anniversary of this meeting July 29,
this year (1925). The old homestead
is located in the front yard of Mayor
J. F. Sprague's home, and on July 29,

1925, he will formally donate it to

the community to perpetuate the
memory of Lincoln and Douglas. Fit-

ting dedicatory exercises are now
being arranged by this community.
Much of the history connected with

the Lincoln-Douglas incident was de-
sci'ibed by Mayor Si)rague on the oc-

casion of the visit of the "Art Exten-
sion Caravan" at this memorial June
22. This caravan consisted of th'rty
cars headed bv Dr. R. E. Hierony-
mous. Community Advisor of the Uni-
versity of Illinois, and Lorado Taft,
Illinois' famous sculptor, who were
making a Lincoln pilgrimage over the
state.

This is the historic homestead of
Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Bryant, grand-
parents of Mr. Sprague, cousins of

j

William Cullen Bryant, and pioneer
j

settlers of Illinois, Mr. Sprague gives
i
herewith a brief history of the me-
morial, part of which was given be-
fore the "Art Extension Caravan"
Monday.—Editor Bement Register.

"Friends—for we feel you are such
since our information is in your pur-
pose of "better communities." You
are this year on a Lincoln pilgrimage,
and we of Bement claim, at least, a
small share in tlie incidents of the
Immortal Lincoln leading up to his
election to the presidency.

"In behalf of our citizens and the
present administration, I extend to
you greetings and welcome you into
our midst—assuring you we appreci-
ate your coming this way.
We trust your visit, though brief,

will be enjoyed and that you may
carry away some pleasant memories.

"In your departure from our city

—

no suggestion of haste—any boule-
vard or stop signs you may encoun-
ter; forget them for they are of no
interest to you on this occasion.
"The story I give you of the hap-

penings sixty-seven years ago when
history of national importance was
made hereabouts I get from extracts
of Geo. L. Spear's history of Bement
published in 1878, parts of a conver-
sation between Francis E. Bryant, the
third party present at the famous
conference, and Hon. F. M. Shonk-
wiler of Monticello, but in the main
the fireside stories related to me with
a good deal of pride by our Grand-
father Bryant of the incident, as he
styled it, "When I entertained Lin-
coln and Douglas at Bement."
"A party asked recently as the old

house was being returned to its orig-
inal position: "Why was the confer-
ence held in the old house ? Why
didn't they go to the hotel?" Bement
did have a modest hotel "The Sher-
man House,'' built in 1856, but the
reason was: Our Grandfather Bryant,
as a member of the Illinois legislature

from Schuyler county in the early
days, took no small part in sending
Stephen A. Douglas to the United



States Senate in 1847, resulting in an
intimate friendship lasting until Sena-
tor Douglas' death in Chicago in

1861. Naturally the conference would
be held in the home of his friend.

"When it was learned that Senator
Douglas was to speak at Monticello,

the county seat of Piatt, on the politi-

cal issues of the day, my grandfather
invited the Senator and Mrs. Douglas
to be their guests while in Piatt coun-
ty. They accepted and probably ar-

rived in Bement the day before his

engagement. Early noon Mr. and Mrs.
Bryant, accompanied by Senator and
Mrs. Douglas, drove from here to

Monticello in the Bryant carriage to

meet the Senator's engagement. At
the conclusion of the meeting the
Douglas-Bryant party started back to

Bement and when about a mile south
of Monticello, at the top of the hill

near J. Piatt's home, a little east

of the road leading from Monticello

to Bement, they met a prairie schoon-
er, and Senator Douglas remarked,
"There comes Lincoln; I wish to

speak to him a moment."
"Mr. Lincoln got out of the prairie

schooner and walked over to the Bry-
ant carriage. After passing the usual
time of the day Senator Douglas said

to Mr. Lincoln, 'Did you receive my
letter?' Mr. Lincoln replied that he
had. Senator Douglas then asked what
he thought of it, to which Mr. Lincoln
said he thought favorably of it, ask-
ing where he might confer with him
after his return to Bement. Mr. Lin-

coln also had a political engagement
in Monticello. Grandfather Bryant
who had suggested the conference to

Senator Douglas, invited Mr. Lincoln
to meet his guest at his home in Be-
ment. Mr. Lincoln then got into the
prairie schooner at this point, being
met by a delegation from Monticello,
who piloted him into town. The Bry-
ant narty starting for home.
"When Lincoln returned to Bement

he went to the place agreed on, enter-

ing the little parlor in the Bryant
home where Senator Douglas awaited
him, going over in detail for some two
hours, regarding the seven joint de-
bates which took place at Ottawa,
Freeport, Jonesboro, Charle.ston,

Galesburg, Quincy and Alton.
"Mr. Lincoln had previously chal-

lenged the Senator for a series of
joint debates.

"Senator Douglas' letter accepting

Mr. Lincoln's challenge for the joint

debates was written at Mr. Bryant's
home, and is dated Bement, Piatt
county, Illinois, July 30, 1858.

Hon. Robert T. Lincoln said if the
meeting between these two great Am-
ericans had not been held in this house
Abraham Lincoln might not have been
president of the United States.
Mr. Bryant was satisfied in his

humble judgement one or the other of
these men would be the next presi-

dent and marked each of the chairs in

which they respectively sat. When the
news came of President Lincoln's as-

sassination he pinned some crepe and
a small American flag on the chair in

which Mr. Lincoln sat. That chair, in

its original state, you have seen to-

day. The other furniture that was in

the little parlor on the occasion of
the conference, which you see today,
you appreciate has been re-upholster-
ed as near the original as could be
done. The family portraits will also be
returned and the old home kept as
nearly the original as possible.

"Senator and Mrs. Douglas remain-
ed in Bement but Mr. Lincoln went
west to Springfield that night about
one o'clock on the Great Western,
now the Wabash, the only road in

Piatt county at that time.
"This house, set apart to the mem-

ory of the Immortal Lincoln and his

friend, the Illustrious Douglas, will be
kept open to the public, free, so long
as it endures.

"It is a special privilege and pleas-
ure to have with us today Mrs. S. B.

Hawks, "Aunt Kate," an old friend of
our family, who is the only one living

in Bement today that was here when
the meeting took place. Mrs. Hawks
came in 1857.
"Samuel McDowell of Los Angeles,

Calif., as a lad, who at the request of

our grandfather carried messages for
Mr. Lincoln and Senator Douglas to

the telegraph office whicK was being
kept open that night, was recently
laid to rest in our cemetery.
"At this time I want to thank those

members of the Bement Woman's Club
who so graciously assisted in your en-
tertainment, though the program was
somewhat marred by the rain.

"Trusting you may come our way
at some future time and will pardon
me if seemingly too many personal
references in this story.

"I thank you."



Dedicated July 29, 1925
The foregoing is an historical

sketch of this memorial which was
fittingly dedicated on July 29, 1925,

with exercises in the city park before
an interested and patriotic audience,
and the following are some paragra-
phs relating to the dedicatory serv-

ices:

Atty. Geo. M. Thompson of Miami,
Fla., but formerly of Bement, acted
as chairman. The program opened
with prayer by Rev. C. J. Adams, fol-

lowed by a quartet composed of Roy
Jones, Harry Hays, T. O. Tiffin and
W. R. Camp, with Mrs. Camp at the
piano.
Hon. F. M. Shonkwiler of Monti-

cello gave a biographical sketch of

Francis E. Bryant, merchant, banker,
and father of Bement. He was a man
of force and ability. He had previous-
ly served in the Illinois legislature

from another district and knew the
public men of the state. He was well

acquainted with both Lincoln and
Douglas. On that day sixty-seven
years ago both Lincoln and Douglas
had speaking engagements in Monti-
cello, the latter in the afternoon, Lin-
coln at night.

"Lincoln-Douglas" was the subject
of the formal address of the dedica-
tion by Henry R. Rathbone of Chi-

ago, representative in congress at

large for Illinois. Mr. Rathbone was
eminently fitted by both inheritance
and talents for the task set for him
that day, his father and mother being
so closely associated with the tragedy
of President Lincoln's death.
He graphically portrayed and con-

trasted the two leading men of Illi-

nois of that day, Lincoln and Doug-
las. He read Lincoln's letter of formal
acceptance of the terms of the de-

bate, in his own handwriting. He
briefly reviewed the history of the de-

bates and their far reaching conse-
quences.
Mayor Sprague then, in the follow-

ing brief address pas.sed the memorial
on to the community to which it be-

longs:
"If I seem rather enthusiastic this

afternoon you will have to bear with
me, for we are indeed happy. Not
with hilarity but with sincere Joy that
our community and our neighbors

may have, with us, a part in paying
honor to the memory of these two
outstanding Americans, Abraham Lin-
coln and Stephen A. Douglas.

"I want to thank all who have help-
ed in making this occasion a success.
I cannot name all of you home folks
who have done so much but I want
to thank our chairman, who, I ap-
preciate cut short his Florida stay in

order to be with us today. Also the
Hon. F. M. Shonkwiler, I wish to pub-
licly thank for his help today. And to

Congressman Rathbone, I speak for
all our sincere thanks for the won-
derful message of this hour. He is

one of the busy men of our state, and
this should be his rest time. All of
these men have given their time as a
labor of love.

"In behalf of my absent brother
myself and our families I entrust yon
humble cottage, the early home of our
grandparents, to you, the citizens of
this city and community, and espec-
cially to those of you who are the
descendants of those early friends
and neighbors of our ancestors when
Bement was in its infancy, to hold as
a sacred legacy and trust, a sort of
beacon light to impress on coming
qrenerations the lives and influence of
these two pre-eminent statesmen.

"This historic shrine I now be-
queath unto my fellow citizens and I

now dedicate this cottage and the
ground on which it rests as a memo-
rial to the immortal Lincoln and his

friend, the illustrious Douglas. This
we do in honor of our grandfather,
Francis E. Bryant, who on Julv 29,

1858, was friend and host to those
two great uatriots. May this memorial
endure when gone, if ever, may its

purpose abide in the hearts of our
citizens forever."

Mr. and Mrs. Snrague received a
letter from Hon. Robert T. Lincoln,
Washington, and telegrams from Con-
gressman Richard Yates, and Jessie

Palmer Webber (daughter of the late

Senator Palmer of Illinois), secretary
of the State Historical Society.

H. W. Fay, Esq., custodian of the
Lincoln Tomb, was a distinguished

guest.



Lincoln-Douglas

Memorial

Tlie Ih-yant Homestead Avas the meeting ])lace of

Abi aliain Lincoln and Senator Ste])lien A. Dong-
las in isns ^^ilen they agreed to hold seven joint

debates. Tliese (lel)ates proved to be a large con-

tribnting factor in making- Lincoln i)resident of

the United States.

The lirvant Homestead was bnilt in IS.KJ by Mr.
and Mrs. Francis E. Bryant, of whom Senator
and Mis. Donglas Avere freqnent gnests. The
fanions conference between Senator Dongias and
Mr. Lincoln was held in the i)arlor of this little

cottage on Jnly 29, 1858.

Bement, Illinois



Lincoln - Douglas Memorial
Story of the Bement Incident

On July 29, 1858, occurred an im-
portant event in our national history
—the arrangement by two men for

seven joint debates, which attracted
nation wide attention, and proved to

be a large contributing factor in mak-
ing Abraliam Lincoln president of the

United States. Every American citi-

zen is familiar with these memorable
debates between Lincoln, the Great
Emancipator, and Stephen A. Doug-
las, the Little Giant. Douglas had al-

ready gained prominence as a Senator
and orator while the greatness of Lin-
coln vv'as not so widely known. Pit-

ting of the humble Lincoln against the
seasoned Douglas at first seemed an
uneven match, but Lincoln so ably
handled his subjects that he brought
to himself the highest honor of the na-
tion, and eliminated Douglas as a con-
tender for the presidency.

In Bement stands one of the most
fitting memorials to these two great
Illino'is statesmen—the Bryant Home-
stead—where Lincoln and Douglas met
on July 29, 1858, and in a two hour
conference arranged for the seven
famous debates. The memorial will

be formally dedicated on the 67th an-
niversary of this meeting July 29, this

year (1925.) The old homestead is

located in the front yard of Mayor J.

F. Sprague's home, and on July 29,

1925, he will formally donate it to the

community to perpetuate the memory
of Lincoln and Douglas. Fitting dedi-

catory exercises are now being ar-

ranged by this community.

Much of the history connected with
the Lincoln-Douglas incident was de-

scrtbed by Mayor Sprague on the oc-

casion of the visit of the "Art Exten-
sion Caravan" at this memorial June
22. This caravan consisted of thirty

cars headed by Dr. R. E. Hieronymous,
Community Adviser of the LTniversity

of Illinois, and Lorado Taft, Illinois'

famous sculptor, who were making a

Lincoln pilgrimage over the state.

This is the historic homestead of

Mr. and Mrs. F E. Bryant, grandpar-
ents of Mr. Sprague, cousins of Wil-
liam Cullon Bryant, and pioneer set-

tlers of Illinois. Mr. Sprague gives
herewith a brief history of the mem-
orial, part of which was given before
the "Art Extension Caravan" Monday.
—Editor Bement Register.

"Friends—for we feel you are such
since our information is in your pur-
pose of "better communities." You
are this year on a Lincoln pilgrimage,
and we of Bement claim, at least, a

small share in the incidents of the Im-
mortal Lincoln leading up to his elec-

tion to the presidency.

"In behalf of our citizens and the

present administration, I extend to

you greetings and welcome you into

our midst—assuring you we appreciate
your coming this way.

"We trust your visit, though brief,

will be enjoyed and that you may
carry away some pleasant memories.

"In your departure from our city

—

no suggestion of haste—any boule-

vard or stop signs you may encoun-
ter; forget them for they are of no in-

terest to you on this occasion.

"The story I give you of the hap-
penings sixty-seven years ago when
history of national importance was
made hereabouts I get from extracts

of Geo. L. Spear's history of Bement
publised in 1878, parts of a conversa-

tion between Francis E. Bryant, the

third party present at the famous con-

ference, and Hon. F. M. Shonkwiler of

Monticello, but in the main the fire-

side stories related to me with a good
deal of pride by our Grandfather Bry-
ant of the incident, as ho styled it,

"When I entertained Lincoln and
Douglas at Bement."
"A party asked recently as the old

house was being returned to its ori-

ginal position: "Why vas the confer-

ence held in the old house? Why
didn't they go to the hotel?" Bement
did have a modest hotel "The Sher-
man House," built in 1S5G, but the rea-

son was: Our Grandfather Bryant, as

a member of the Illinois legislature

from Schuyler county in the early

days, took no small part in sending
Stephen A. Douglas to the United

,

States Senate in 1847, resulting in an )



intimate friendship lasting until Sena-
tor Douglas' death in Chicago in 1861.
Naturally the conference would be
held in the home of his friend.

"When it was learned that Senator
Douglas was to speak at Monticello,
the county seat of Piatt, on the politi-

cal issues of the day, my grandfather
invited the Senator and Mrs. Douglas
to be their guests while in Piatt coun-
ty. They accepted and probably ar-
rived in Bement the day before his en-
gagement. Early noon Mr. and Mrs.
Bryant, accompanied by Senator and
Mrs. Douglas, drove from here to
Monticello in the Bryant carriage to

meet the Senator's engagement. At
the conclusion of the meeting the
Douglas-Bryant party started back to

Bement and when about a mile south
of Monticello, at the top of the hill

near J. Piatt's home, a little east of

the road leading from Monticello to

Bement, they met a prairie schooner
and Senator Douglas remarked,
"There comes Lincoln; I wish to speak
to him a moment."

"Mr. Lincoln got out of the prairie
schooner and walked over to the Bry-
ant carriage. After passing the usual
time of the day Senator Douglas said
to Mr. Lincoln, 'Did you receive my
letter?' Mr. Lincoln replied thai he
had. Senator Douglas then asked
what he thought of it, to which Mr.
Lincoln said he thought favorably of

it, asking where he might confer with
him after his return to Bement. Mr.
Lincoln also had a political engage-
ment in Monticello. Grandfather Bry-
ant invited Mr. Lincoln to meet his

guest. Senator Douglas, at his home
in Bement. Mr. Lincoln then got into

the prairie schooner at this point,

bcJing met by a delegation from Monti-
cello, who piloted him into town. The
Bryant party starting for home.

"When Lincoln returned to Bement
he went to the place agreed on, enter-
ing the little parlor in the Bryant
home where Senator Douglas awaited
him, going over in detail for some two
hours, regarding the seven joint de-
bates which took place at Ottawa,
Freeport, .lonesboro, Charleston,
Galesburg, Quincy, and Alton.

"Mr. Lincoln had previously chal-
lenged the Senator for a series of
joint debates.

"Senator Douglas' letter accepting
Mr. Lincoln's challenge for the joint

j

debates was written at Mr, Bryant's
home, and is dated Bement, Piatt

county, Illinois, July 30, 1858.

Hon. Robert T. Lincoln said if the
meeting between these two great
Americans had not been held in this

house Abraham Lincoln might not
have been president of the United
States.

Mr. Bryant was satisfied in his hum-
ble judgment one or the other of these
men would be the next president and

[
marked each of the chairs in which
they respectively sat. When the news

' came of President Lincoln's assassina-
tion he pinned some crepe and a small
American flag on the chair in which
Mr. Lincoln sat. That chair, in its

original state, you have seen today.
The other furniture that was in the
little parlor on the occasion of the
conference, which you see today, you
appreciate has been re-upholstered as
near the original as could be done.
The family portraits will also be re-

turned and the old home kept as near-
ly the original as possible.

"Senator and Mrs. Douglas remain-
ed in Bement but Mr. Lincoln went
west to Springfield that night about
one o'clock on the Great W^estern, now
the Wabash, the only road in Piatt

^

county at that tim.e.

"This house, set apnrt to the mem-
ory of the Immortal Lincoln and his

friend, the Illustrious Douglas, will be

kept open to the public, free, so long
as it endures.

"It is a special privilege and pleas-

ure to have with us today Mrs. S. B.

Hawks, "Aunt Kate," an old friend of

our family, who is the only one living

in Bement today that was here when
the meeting took place. Mrs. Hawks
came in 1857.

'Samuel McDowell of Los Angeles,
Calif., as a lad, who at the request of

our grandfather carried messages for

Mr. Lincoln and Senator Douglas to

the telegraph office which was being
kept open that night, was recently laid

to rest 'in our cemetery.

"At this time I want to thank those
members of the Bement Woman's club
who so graciously assisted in your en-

tertainment, though the program was
somewhat marred by the rain.

"Trusting you may come our way
at some future time and will pardon
me if seemingly too many persona!

' references in this story.

"I thank you."



Dedicated July 29, 1925

The foregoing is an historical

sketch of this memorial which was
fittingly dedicated on July 29, 1925,

with exercises in the city park before

an interested and patriotic audience,

and the following are some para-
graphs relating to the dedicatory
services

:

Atty. Geo. M. Thompson of Miami,
Fla., but formerly of Bement, acted as

chairman. The program opened with
prayer by Rev. C. J. Adams, followed
by a quartet composed of Roy Jones,
Harry Hays, T. 0. Tiifin and W. R.

Camp, with Mrs. Camp at the piano.

Hon. F. M. Shonkwiler of Monti-
cello gave a biographical sketch of

Francis E. Bryant, merchant, banker,
and father of Bement. He was a man
of force and ability. He had previously
served in the Illinois legislature from
another district and knew the public
men of the state. He was well ac-
quainted with both Lincoln and Doug-
las. On that day sixty-seven years ago
both Lincoln and Douglas had speak-
ing engagements in Monticelln. the
latter in the afternoon, Lincoln at
night.

"Lincoln-Douglas" was the subject
of the formal address of the dedication
by Henry R. Rathbone of Chicago,
representative in congress at large for
Illinois. Mr. Rathbone was eminent-
ly fitted by both inheritance and tal-

ents for the task set for him that day,
his father and mother being so closely
associated with the tragedy of Presi-
dent Lincoln's death.

He graphically portrayed and con-
trasted the two leading men of Illi-

ois of that day, Lincoln and Douglas.
He read Lincoln's letter of formal ac-
ceptance of the terms of the debate, in
his own handwriting. He briefly re-
viewed the history of the debates and
their far reaching consequences.

Mayor Sprague then, in the follow-
ing brief address passed the memorial
on the community to which it be-
longs :

"If I seem rather enthusiastic this

afternoon you will have to bear with
me, for we are indeed happy. Not
with hilarity but with sincere joy that
our community and our neighbors

may have, with us, a part in paying
honor to the memory of these two out-

standing Americans, Abraham Lin-

coln and Stephen A. Douglas.

"I want to thank all who have helped
in making this occasion a success. I

cannot name all of you home folks

who have done so much but I want to

thank our chairman, who, I appre-
ciate, cut short his Florida stay in

order to be with us today. Also the

Hon. F. M. Shonkwiler, I wish to pub-
licly thank for his help today. And to

Congressman Rathbone, I speak for

all our sincere thanks for the won-
derful message of this hour. He is

one of the busy men of our state, and
this should be his rest time. All of

these men have given their time as a

labor of love.

"In behalf of my absent brother,

myself and our families I entrust yon
humble cottage, the early home of our
grandparents, to you, the citizens of

this city and community, and espec-

ially to those of you who are the de-

scendants of those early friends and
neighbors of our ancesters when Be-
ment was in its infancy, to hold as a
sacred legacy and trust, a sort of bea-
con light to impress on coming gener-
ations the lives and influence of these
two pre-eminent statesmen.

"This historic shrine I now be-

j

queathe unto my fellow citizens and I

I

now dedicate this cottage and the

i

ground on which it rests as a memor-
j
ial to the immortal Lincoln and his

I

friend, the illustrious Douglas. This

I

we do in honor of our grandfather,
. Francis E. Bryant, who on July 29,

i 1S58, was friend and host to those two
I great patriots. May this memorial en-

;
dure when gone, if ever, may its pur-
pose abide in the hearts of our citi-

zens forever."

Mr. and Mrs. Sprague received a
letter from Hon. Robert T. Lincoln,
Washington, and telegrams from Con-
gressman Richard Yates, and Jessie
Palmer Webber (daughter of the late

j

Senator Palmer of Illinois), secretary

I

of the State Historical Society .

I

H. W. Fay Esq., custodian of the
Lincoln Tomb, was a distinguished
guest.



BRYANT HOUSE, BEMENT, ILLINOIS
The Room in which Mr. Douglas and Mr. Lincoln formally agreed to meet in Joint Debate



THE BBYAN HOUSE, BE!/ENT, ILL. The Republican State Convention met

at Springfield, June 16, 1858 and nominated Lincoln for United States

Senator. Lincoln delivered his "House Divided" speech in the stately

Hall of Representatives and the fight with Douglas was begun.

Beveridge, volS.p,633 gives the story of the meeting of Lincoln and

Douglas on the road near Monticello, where they agreed to meet at the

house of F.E. Bryant in Bement to a?ftaHgak»g« arrange the details of

the debates^which had been the subfect of an interchange of letters.





PARLOR OF THE BRYAITT HOUSE, BEMENT, ILL. Here Douglas is said to

have written the letter in ^hich the times and places of the Debates

were designated as follows:

Copy NIL 157 (2^5/ ^ / , ^^t^ ^ "y^JLj^/





T^HE FORMER res dencp of F. E. Bryant at B«-ment, 111., in

the southwest room of which Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A.

Douglas held their formal meeting to arrange their famous debate.







Courier-Journal Jan. 31, 1961

Lincoln visits Illinois log home

ABRAHAM LINCOLN had a private pilgrimage to make
;

before leaving Illinois.

From Springfield on January 30 he traveled east by
rail to Charleston, Coles County, Illinois. There he spent the

night with friends. Then, 100 years ago today, he went into the

country with horse and rig.

The President-elect drove to the door of a log farmhouse
out on Goose Nest Prairie. It had been the last eailhly home
of his father, the migrant Thomas Lincoln. Living in it was
Sally Bush Lincoln, the good stepmother, awaiting with open
arms the boy who had grown so tall in the world.

People would always remember how Sally had encouraged,
and defended, when necessary, the gangling young Abe in his

'

efforts "to make something out of himself." Now 72 years old,

she laughed and wept as they talked of old times.

Word of the nation's crisis had reached even Goose Nest '

Prairie. Some would say later that, on parting, Sally sobbed, '

"They'll kill you, Abe." I

Lincoln also visited the grave of f/ic unlettered back- i

woodsynan who ivas his fatlier. ]

After a last look at the log house, the man bound for the
,

White House retraced his journey. In Charleston that night,
,

an impromptu reception was staged. People gathered to shake
the hand of this man who would always belong to them.

I




