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LETTER.

Pontiac, November 19, 1852.
SIr :
It is proposed to solicit Congress at the ensuing session,
for a grant of land to aid in constructing a Railroad route
from Pontiac, in the State of Michigan, the present termi-

. nation ofthe Detroit and Pontiac Railroad, by way of Flint,

t

¥

in Genessec County, to Marquette Bay in the County of
Mason, and from Manitowoc on the opposite shore of Lake

! Michigan in Wisconsin, to Kewana Point on Lake Supe-

rior, with a branch to the Ontonagon, and a branch to Iron
Bay and near the mouth of the Chocolate River. The dis-

; tance may be thus stated, direct lines ;—

Detroit to Pontiac, now Railroad, 25 miles,
Pontiac to Marquette, 186,
Marquette across the Lake to Manitowoe, 60,
Manitowoc to Kewana Point, 196,
Branch to Iron Bay, 60,
Branch to Ontonagon, 40.

After leaving Flint, 31 miles from Pontiac, you strike the
public lands, which continue to Marquette Bay, 155 miles.
From Manitowoc to Green Bay, 87 miles, there is but little
public lands. From Green Bay to Lake Superior, it is a
wilderness, and all Government land, save so much as may
have been taken in the Mining District. The object of
going by the Flint is as follows, viz; 1st, It will open up
o much of a route to Saginaw Bay. 2d, It is the nearest
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point to the Government lands from Pontiac. 3d, It is
about as direct aroute as can be taken.

Congress has granted to Missouri, Illinois, Alabama and
Mississippi, to aid in constructing Railroads, lands equal
to six sections in width under the plea of opening the pub-
lic domain. Though these lands, have not hitherto been sold
for want of access to market, they are in the finest climate
and are of the most generous soil in the Union. In the re-
gion to be opened by the Lake Superior route, it is directly
the reverse. It is forbidding from the rigor of the climate,
and the soil is not an inviting one to emigrants. Instead of
fertile and level prairies, skirted with woods just sufficient
to relieve the picture and to answer the wants of man, pro-
ducing luxuriantly every desirable variety of agricultural
products, like the land in the States named, this region is
rough, rocky, mountainous, covered with a dense forest,
and has the cold, hard, stiff soil common to higher latitudes.
Tor these and other kindred reasons, it is thought Congress
in that munificence which becomes the Government, would
erant an additional section, say seven alternate sections on
cach side of the line. Indeed, twelve alternate sections on
cach side of the line will not be more than six in the States
named.

By reference to the map it will be seen that Michigan is
Jivided in such a manner as to prevent the citizens of the
mineral region from mingling with those of the Peninsula,
tor seven months in the year, without traversing the wilder-
ness through to Green Bay upon snow shoes, using the
snow for a bed and the storm for a blanket. And it is of
little avail that the citizens of that division are united to the
Peninsula by the ties of government, so long as it is im-
practicable to extend and enforce over them the adminis-
tration of the State for so great a portion of the year. In
this connection it is worthy of remembrance that this state
of things was forced upon Michigan by Congress, upon her
admission into the Union, against her will, and upon the
solicitation of Ohio, and through the votes of the older
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States. Under these circumstances it would be but just
and reasonable to expect, at least from the Ohio delegation,
a generous and united support for this measure. That
State, and the other States who combined with her upon
the occasion alluded to, cannot upon principles of comity
and fair, neighborly usage, now object to this grant of land
in aid of establishing a communication on the only line
that will answer the wants and meet the necessities of the
two great divisions of our State, and thus enable us to over-
come the barriers of nature and to say, in truth, “ we arc
one people.”

After the close of navigation the mails are taken only
twice a month, and not sure at that, from Green Bay,
through the forest, by two men who carry but a few pounds
each. 'When the population shall increase, as it will, under
the wonderful energy with which that country is now being
improved, this public supply of the mail, which is all the
Department can farnish under the present facilities for
transporting it, and so insuflicient for the transaction of
business, will be a hardship difficult to endure.

The hardship will increase and keep pace with the -
provement of the country, and must ever continue, unless
some outlet of the kind contemplated is established. And
this hardship will be experienced by the State as a body
politic as well as by individuals.

With the setting in of the autumnal gales which sweep
over Lake Superior with fearful violence, the navigation
may be considered as closed. And it is found by dear
bought experience, unsafe to depend upon obtaining sup-
plies later than the middle of October, or earlier than the
middle of May. Great expense and outlay 1s required to
lay in suitable stores for eight months of winter imprison-
ment. And they are prevented from shipping their min-
crals and are compelled to heap them up asidle capital on
the shores of the Lake to await the opening of navigation.
Much difficulty is also found in employing laborers, as but
few men are willing, without extra wages, to be debarred
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from all access to other portions of the Union, and virtually
deprived of the enjoyments of the Post Office service for
80 great a portion of the year. In these several respects,
Michigan is situated differently from any other State in the
Union. By the proposed route supplies can be obtained,
and the mineral sent forward to market summer and win-
ter, and a daily mail would be secured to that country.—
Lake Michigan between Marquette and Manitowoc is open
on the average, and can be safely crossed from nine to ten
months every year. This route will bring the Copper and
Tron region within forty eight hours of Detroit and Chicago,
and within four days of St. Louis and New York. It may
be considered as an extension of the Illinois Central, the
Michigan Southern,the New York and Erie, and the New
York Central Railroads, as well as the Great Western Rail-
road through Canada. There is a road now being surveyed
between Chicago and Milwaukie. The space between Mil-
waukie and Manitowoc, eighty miles, would be soon im-
proved by a Railroad upon the construction of this route;
and there would be a Rail rcad comraunication over the
llinois Central and its connections, twelve hundred miles
to Mobile. This would give the entire vailey of the Missis-
sippi easy access to the Lake Superior country. Connect-
ing with the Michigan Southern Railroad at Chicago, it
would give access 'to the valley of the Ohio, and accommo-
date the travel around the head of Lake Erie to the upper
country. Crossing the Lake and the Peninsula of Michigan,
it would, at Detroit, connect with the road through Canada.

This route is wanted not by the State of Michigan only,
but by other States. The seven States which encircle the
American side of the western Lakes are commercially as
much interested as Michigan. The States adjoining these,
which pour their commerce through various channels upon
these Lakes, and furnish powder, implements, machinery,
laborers and merchandise to the Lake Superior region, are
equally interested.

The various artizans of the Union who work in Ironand
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Copper, owing to their superior properties, seek these ma-
ierials with great avidity from Lake Superior, and they aro
2qually interested with Michigan. The Iron mines are be-
ing wrought principally by the capital of Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia and Massachusetts. The capital of Ohio, Pennsylvania,
New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts and the District of
Columbia, as well as other sections of the Union is liberally
invested in the development of the Copper Mines. The
Southern States will supply that country over the Illinois
Central Road with sugar and tobacco, two important items
in supplying a mining population. Illinois and the valley
of the Mississippi will supply the corn and pork, and Wis-
consin the flour and other agricultural products.

Aside from the purposes of government, and the mere
unfolding of 1ts mineral wealth, a wealth which will in a
few years become the pride of the nation, other States are
far more interested in this measure than the Peninsula of
Michigan. It is not then merely local selfishness on the
part of Michigan and Wisconsin in asking for a grant of
land to aid in constructing this route. The interest in the
raines now being worked, held in New England, is valued
at millions, while there is not a dollar invested in them
from Wisconsin. The amount of capital invested in them
in Ohjo is more than that from Michigan. That fiom
New York will exceed that of Michigan a thousand fold.
And that from Pennsylvania is nearly equal to all the rest.
This is not then a project of mere local interest, and can-
not be objected to on that ground. It is a matter which
concerns the Atlantic states as well as ours. It will bind
the extreme north to the south, and add another boud to
the perpetuity of the Union.

We have seen that these mines have so far been
wrought under obstacles of no ordinary character. By
examining the statistics it wiil appear that they have been
improved to a surprising extent, so much so as to render
it difficult to compute how farit would enhance the value
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( COPY.)
A BILL making a grant of land Lo the States of Michigan and Wisconsin in aid of the co:
struction of a Rail Road line from Pontiacto Lake Superior.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Umitec
States in Congress assembled, That there be and is hereby grauted to the States of Mich
igan and Wisconsin respectively, for the purpose of aiding in making a railroad fro::
Pontiac, in the State of Michigan, by the way of the Town of Fhnt, to a pointat or n
the shore of Lake Michigan, in the county of Mason in said state, and from a poin
or near Lhe shore of said lake, in the county of Manitowoc, in the State of Wisconsin, ¢
a point to be selected upon Kewauna Point, ator near the shore of Lake Superior, with -
branch to some point at or near the mouth of the Ontonagon River ; and also a branch t
some point-at or near Iron Bay upon Lake Superior, every alternate section of land des
ignated by odd numbers, for seven sectious in width on each side of said road and bran
ches ; But in case it shall appear that the Unitea States have, when the line or route ¢
said road and branches is definitely fixed, sold any section or part of any section hereb,
granted, or that the right of pre-emption has attachcd to the saie, then it shall be lawfu
for any agent or agents, to be appointed by the Governor of the said respective states, tc
select from the lands of the United States most contiguous to the lands which may hayv.
been sold, or to which the right of pre-emption may have attached as aforesaid, so muct
Jand in alternate sections or part of sections on the route of said road and branches, a
shall be equal to such lands as the United States have sold or to which the right of pre
emption may have attached, which lands being equal in quantity to every alternate sec
tion for seven sections in width, on each side of said road and branches for the wholc
length thereof, the said respective states within their several and respective jurisdiction
ehall have and hold and way dispose of for the uses and purposes aforesaid : Provide-
‘That the lands to be so located shall in no case ke furtier thau fifteen tiiles from the lin:
of the said road, or branches, as the case may be: 4And Provided 1'hat the lands hereby
granted shall be applied in the construction of said road and branches respectively, in
quantities corresponding with the grant for each, by the respective states, and withir
their several and respective jurisdictions; And that said road from Manitowoc to Ke
wana Point, shall be made in a continuous line : And Provided Surther, That it shall bs
coapetent to alter and re-locate any portion of the line of said road and branches, it
necessary to its economical construction, hut not so as to twaterially change the route.

8rc. 2.—Anund be it further enacted. that a copy of the survey of said road and branch-
es, shall be forwarded to the proper local land offices respectively, and to the General
Land Office in Washington City, within ninety daysafier the completion of the same.

8ec. 3.—And be it further enacted, that the sections and parts ot sections, which by
such grant shall remain to the United States, within seven miles on each side of said
road, and branches, shall not be sold for lessihan double the winimum priceoi the pub-
Jic lands when sold ; which lands shall from time to time Le offered at publie sale, to the
highest bidder, under the direction of the Secretary of the iuterior ; and shall not be sub-
Jject to entry uutil they shall have been so oftered at public sale

SEc. 4,—And be it further enacted, that the said lands hereby granted to the sald re-
spective States, shall be subject to the disposal of the respective legislatures thereof, so
far as the same shall be withiu the boundaries of the sail states respectively, for the pur-
poses aforesaid, and no other. And the said rail road and branches shall remain a pub-
Jic highway, for the use of the Government of the United States, free from toll or any
other charge for the transportation of any property or trcops of the United States.

BEec. 5.—And be it further enacted, that the said lands shall not be disposed of, or sold,,
otherwise than in trust for the purposes aforesaid, faster than the construction of said
road shall progress. And as toso much ot said road a id branches as shall not be con-
etructed within fifteen years from the passage of this act, the said respective states shall
take nothing by this grant. and the title tosaia lands hereby granted, for the unfinished
portion of said road and bravches. shall reinvest in the United States, tohave and hold the
same, in the same manner asif this act had not been passed.

Sec 6.—And be it further enatted, that the United States Mail shall be at all times
fransported on said railroad and branches, under the direction of the Post Office depan-
ment, at such price as Congress shall by law direct, unless the authorities having controi
of said rond, can otherwise agree.




