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A 

LETTER, &c. 
Gentlemen, 

i - * * • k 

H E Attention you have been 

* T f pleafed to beflow on the Affairs 

-America, induces me to think, 

* •* that you will not be difpleafed at 

a few Remarks on the Nature of its Com¬ 

merce, and the Manner in which it may 

be affefted by fome late Reftriftions, and 

by the Aft for the Stamp-Duty, if that Aft 

be carried into Execution, 

Your Knowledge, Gentlemen, of the 

Trade of that Part of the World, renders a 

minute Examination into its feveral Branches 

altogether unneceffary; I fhall therefore only 

make a general Remark or two, on the 

Article of the American Trade, under its 

prefent Limitations, and then offer a few 

Confiderations on the Stamp Aft, to fhew 

A 2 how 



may be affeded thereby, and in what man- 

ner the American Rights may be immedi¬ 

ately, and thole ol Britain confequentially, 

abridged by the Operation of that Ad. 

With Regard to the Artide of Trade, I 

have no Doubt, that it will be readily al¬ 

low’d, that the whole Produce of North 

America, fuitable for the Britijh Market, 

notwithftanding the Tobacco, Naval Stores, 

and Rice, from Maryland, Virginia, and 

the two Carolines, does not amount to a 

Sum fiufficient to pay for the Merchandizes 

and Manufadures of Britain, for which the 

People there have Occafion. It is, I appre¬ 

hend, not Iefs certain, that our own Iflands 

in the Weft-Indies, have not Occafion for 

io much ol the North American Produce, as 

will pay for the Rum, Sugar, and Molafies, 

necdlary for the Fiiheries, and for the Ufe 

of the Continent; from which it evidently 

follows, that unlefs the parliamentary Re- 

ftridions are removed, and the North Ame¬ 

rican Trade enlarged, by the Permiffion 

of a Circuity of Commerce, whereby 

the Merchants may be enabled to make 
m 

their Remittances to England, tire Expor¬ 

tation 
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tation of Britijh Manufactures to Americay 

muff decreafe, and the Americans be obliged 

to fet up Manufactories of their own. 

.h j m • ■- -» y Y vw ♦ * •* v‘ V f 

With Regard to the ACt for the Stamp 

Duty, the large Balance now due from the 

Provinces in North America to Britain, and 
the conftant Balance of Trade, which mulb 

be always againft them, from the continual 

Demand for larger Quantities of Britijh 

Merchandizes and Manufactures, than the 

Produce of the North American Colonies 

will amount to in the Britijh Markets, are 

inconteftable Proofs, that whatever Sum be 

collected under that Law, and remitted to 

the Exchequer, will be a Diminution of fo 

much that otherwife would be remitted, for 

fuch Merchandizes and Manufactures : and 

thus far will they be immediately affeCted 

by its Operations : How far they may be 

confequentially injured by its being carried 

into Execution, in Prejudice of the Rights 

of the American Subjects, cannot be deter¬ 

mined with certainty ; though as Liberty is 

the grand Incentive to Induftry and Com¬ 

merce, it may be fuppofed, that a Decay of 

both, would enfue the Lofs of it; and as 

the Trade and Manufactures of Britain will 

always 
01 
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[63 
always be more or lefs enlarged and bene¬ 

fited by the Induftry and Commerce of 

America, any Law by which the latter are 

difcouraged, muft in fome Degree be detri¬ 

mental to the former. 

If the People of Britain, in Regard to 

Trade and Manufactures, are interelled in 

the Prefervation of the Rights of America, I 

apprehend, that they are not lefs fo, in Ref- 

peCt to their own Privileges; in as much as 

that any Law, whereby the American Rights 

fhould be fubverted, muft evidently in its 

Confequence, affeCt the Liberty of the Sub¬ 

ject at Home, in that it will greatly leflen 

its Eftimation, by locating it to the Illand of 

Britain only. A Briton, born in Freedom, 

and educated in the Principles of Liberty, 

would think, that Liberty cloged with a dis¬ 

agreeable Condition, were it to be forfeited 

for going out of the Illand of Britain; and 

that if ever Conveniency or Inclination, 

fhould induce him to migrate with his Fa¬ 

mily into any diftant Part of the BritiJlj Do¬ 

minions, he muft, for himfelf and Pofterity, 

exchange Fi eedom for Slavery. 

\ V 1 I 9 v 

On 
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On the other Hand, it muft give Plea, 

Pure to a generous Mind, to reflect, that in 

every Part of Britijh Territory, not only 

Britons, but others, labouring under the 

Weight of Tyranny, may find a Place of 
Refuge. 

That the Intereft of the Subjects, who at 

prefent refide in Britain, is in many Re- 

fpedts concern’d in the Prefervation of the 

Rights of America, appears in fo many dif¬ 

ferent Lights, that I cannot think it can 
efcape the general Obfervation. 

Should Liberty at any Time hereafter he 

offended at the ill Treatment Ihe may re¬ 

ceive, foifake the Place of her long and 

antient Refidence, and quit her once fa¬ 

vourite Ifle, it would at leaft be fbme Con- 

folation to her afflicted Sons, to know where 

to find her in fome other Clime, where 

Britijh Freedom had not been violated. 

I cannot help obferving, Gentlemen, 

whilft on this Article, that the Privation of 

" vileges, vvould not only dimi- 

nifh the Extent of thole of Britain, but 

might alfo be regarded as a retrenching 

Eventually, 
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Eventually, in Part tile Security for their 

Parmanency. 
’ <* 1 y* ' * T » V ' ' ' h > »■*•«'■ 

H ' Vi *•. t“ • . . » t** 

Should an afpiring Minifter, at any Time in 

full Career of extending his own Power, be¬ 

yond all legal Limits, and eftablifhing law- 

lefs Domination, by Subverting the Liberties 

of his Country, perceive, that the reigning Vir- 

tue of the Nation afforded him no Hopes of 

Succels, by Means of Bribery or Corruption, 

and attempt to avail himfelf of Force and 

Violence, it is not likely he would begin at 

Home. As no General would think of 

making an Aftault on a Citadel, befoie the 

Outworks were Secured, fo neithei would 

Such a Minifter, if he had common Pru¬ 

dence, meditate an Attack on the main 

Body, before he had Separated or rendcicd 

ufelefs, the different Members of the State. 

He might difeover the Reafonablenels and 

Utility of the Advice lately given by P'acificus, 

of lending Troops to JUnwicci-, and putting 

the People under Military Government, 

and probably the Plan of Operations agauift 

Brittjh Liberty might there be firft exe¬ 

cuted: Slavery being once fecurely fixed in 

the Colonies, the Minifter might readily 

difeover the Conveniency of raifirig an Army 
/A 
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of the conquer’d Americans, for opening and 

carrying on a Campaign in Ireland; Liberty 

effectually fubdued there, the Tranfition to 

Scotland would be eafy ; thence to England, 

though more difficult, perhaps not imprac- 

Whether an ambitious Minilter, who at 

any Time fhould be hardy enough to at¬ 

tempt the eftablilhing Tyranny in Britain, 

would purfue exactly fuch a Plan as this, 

or whatever other Meafures he might take, 

I believe it appears, that the Rights of Ame¬ 

rica may be regarded as a Barrier of Britiflh 

Liberty, which will always be of greater or 

lefler Importance to Britain, as the Colonies 

increafe or decline. 

However, whether thole Rights ol the 

Colonies are infringed or not by the ACt in 

Queffion, will be bell judged of, by confi- 

dering its Compatibility or Incompatibility 

, with them. 

The Provinces claim an exclufive Power 

of making Laws for their internal Polity and 

Government, by Virtue of their Chatters, 

and think as Bntifo Subjects, they cannot 
B of 
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of Right be taxed by a Legillature, in which 

they are not rep refen ted. 
!*/• $WC 4;;\\\V»V. a • •»* 

; ■ g*- * . f r r- .... ... . 

As to their Charters, it has been fuppofed 

by fome, that they contain Privileges which 

could not legally have been granted, ^.nd 

therefore are in themfelves void ; but I have 

met with nothing like Argument Or Reafon 

to fupport that Opinion, which if eftablifhed, 

would not only be greatly detrimental to the 

Revenues of the Crown, but by rendering 

invalid the Ads of Government, under 

tnofe Charters, would place the' Officers in 

the Eye of the Law, in the Light of Public 

Opprefiors, and throw the People into A- 

narchy. The Patents granted for Lands by 

Virtue of void Charters, could have no legal 

Efficacy, neither could the Clairfes in fuch 
■ 

Patents, referving Quit-Ren's, be binding 
on the Patentees; that whatever Right the 

Freeholders might, from long Poffeffion and 

Occupancy have to their' Lands, they could 

not be compellable by Law to the Payment 

of Quit-Rents, in Confequence of any Re- 

fervation in void Patents: 'With Refped to 

the Officers, were this Opinion to obtain, 

thev= for whatever they have done itntier 

futh void Charters, though' ignorant of their 

* Invalidity, 

-M 
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Invalidity, in legal Judgment mutt be re¬ 

garded as Malefactors, for Ignprantid juris 

nonexcufat. However, the Validity of thofe 

Charters is too well eftabliflied, by long and 

.uninterrupted Ufage, to admit of an Apprc- 

henfion that their Legality will be drawn in 

Quefhon, having met with the Approbation 

of every Adminiftration fince they were re- 

Ipectively granted, as well before as fince 

the Revolution, till in the Time of the late 

Miniftry, when the A6t was formed and 

paffed for taxing the Colonies, and in ejecting 

the People to Trials without Jury. 

The Colony Charters have however not 

only been attacked by fome on Pretence of 

their Nullity, as has been already related, 

but others have thought it convenient to 

endeavour to undermine and lefien theii 

Importance, by pretending that though not 

totally void, they ought not to have the 

Conftru&ion, which feems neceflaiily to re 

fult from the Letter of them, for that not- 

withftanding the Privileges therein exprei- 

fed to be granted, it was the ‘Intention of 

. the Government in fettling the Colonies, 

that they fliould always remain fubjeft to 

the Regulations of Parliament, in all Cafes 
g 2 without 
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without Diftin&ion; but as ■ there is no 

publick A£t or Record, by which it ap¬ 

pears that there was any fecret or mental 

Refervation, whereby to defeat any of the 

Privileges or Immunities exprefsly or by ne- 

ceffary Implication granted by thofe Char- 

teis, it feems moft probable, as well as 

moll for the Honour of Government, to 

fuppofe that there was none • I there¬ 

fore apprehend, that they, like other Royal 

Giants, will be conftrued in the mofl ample 

and beneficial Manner, for the Advantage 

of the Subject, and if fo, I believe it will 

be thought, that the Power thereby grant¬ 

ed to the Colonies, as to their internal Con¬ 

cerns, amounts to an Exclufion of any other 

Legillation. Indeed this Opinion feems ne- 

ceffarily to refult from the manifeft Incon¬ 

venience that would arife from a different 

Conftrudtion ; for fhould the Parliament, as 

well as the AfTemblies, make Laws for the 

internal Government of the Provinces, the 

Subjeft never could know what was Law, 

although it is what every Man is to know at 

his Peril. This infurmountable Difficulty 

will appear, when it is confidercd, that in 

t" m dia t Time between the EnadL 

ment 
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ment of a Statute in England, and its getting 

to America, Adis of Affembly might be 

palled, diredting Duties and inflidting Pe¬ 

nalties, inconfiftent with thofe contained in 

fuch Statute, that the People never could 

be certain that they were not violating feme 

Adi of Parliament, whilfl they were obeying 

the Diredlions of an Adi of Affembly • nor 

would the Judges be lefs embarraffed in the 

Difcharge of their Fundtions, from the Dif¬ 

ficulty of Cafes which might arife from fuch 

Duplicity of Legiflation. With Regard to 

the Adis of Navigation, the Cafe is altoge¬ 

ther different, and no fuch Inconvenience 

can happen. The Officers of the Ports 

have no other Rule for their Condudt, than 

thofe Adis, and the Inflrudlions of the Com- 

mifiioners of the Cufloms, warranted by 

them. The Afiembly therefore having no 

Right to diredt them in their Duty, no 

Inertitude or Ambiguity can arife from the 

Exercife of Parliamentary Legiflation, rela¬ 

tive to the Cufloms and Ports; wherefore, 

whatever the Colonies have fuffered in their 

Commerce from fome Adis of Trade, they 

have never pretended that their Rights were 
infringed by than. . 

However 
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However, to iupport this Opinion, that 

tub Colony Charters are not to be confimed 

hi the moft beneficial Manner for the Subjedt, 

but in a Senfe more confined and Emitted 

than that which is necefiarily implied from 

the Letter. Arguments have been drawn 

from the Method of colonizing ukd by the 

French, Spaniards, &c. and the Servitude of 

Colonies under abfolute Governments, has 

given Rife to a new kind of Logic, invented 

for the commendable Purpofe of demcm 

fixating the Reafonablenefs and Jufiice of 

reducing to a fimiiar Condition, the Colo¬ 

nies of perhaps, the only free Government 

jn Europe. It has been pretended, that the 

Colonies of thefe arbitrary States, and thofe 

of Britain, were all fettled on the Model of 

Roman Colonies : And the Opinions of 

Puffendorf, and others, who have treated of 

the Power of the Reman Government over 

her Colonies, have been thought eiiential m 

difeufiing a Queftion relative to the American 

Provinces, and from Inferences drawn from 

thofe Opinions, it has been fuppofed, that 

the Provinces, in all Cafes, without Excep¬ 

tion, are to be bound by Laws made by the 

Mother country. Thofe who reafon in this 

Manner, certainly cannot fbcw that all thefe 
States. 

j » w 
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States, or any of them, in* fettling their Co¬ 

lonic?, regarded the Roman Plan, as a Mo¬ 

del neceilariiy to be followed, and whatever 

Similitude of Circumftances there-may be in 

the manner of governing the Colonies of 

trance and Spain, with thofe of Rome, it does 

not ariie from their having chofen their Mo¬ 

del from Rome, but from their being abfolute 

•States: That the Colonies of' the --French, 

■Spaniards, &c. -do:not enjoy Liberty* is not 

becaufe it was. not enjoy'd by the Rowan 

-Colonies, more than that the Freedom en¬ 

joyed by Britijh Colonies, t is to be attributed 

< to the Freedom! enjoyed by thofe of Greece. 

The’Liberty enjoyed by Colonifls, or the 

Slavery under which they are held, decs 

not depend on Gref clan or Roman F rece- 

dents, but on the Freedom or Dejpotifm of 

the States under whofe Government they 
^ 1 • J 

are : Colonies fettled under an abfolute Go¬ 

vernment, will neceilarily be Slaves,'and 

there is no Occafion for going to Rome to 

find the Reafon why they are fo, nor is 

there a Neceffity for travelling to Greece, to 

learn why Freedom is enjoyed by a Colony 

h which is'-the Offspring of a Free- Govern- 

•-iheht. : , • ■"i 4 ► ' 
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Should the Americans pretend to an equal 

Power with the Mother Country, becaufe 

•Thucydides and other Authors have faid, 

fpeaking of the Grecian Colonies, and their 

Equality with the Mother State of Greece, 

“ Par| Jure demittuntur,” and Ihould they 

from luch Authorities, alfert that they have 

no Dependance on, or Community with 

Britain, farther than a Reverentia Matricihus; 

luch Language would be as abfurd as trea- 

fonable, and yet I believe there will appear 

as little Propriety in entering into the Learn¬ 

ing, refpeCting the Power of Rome over her 

Colonies, in arguing a Matter relative to 

the Subjection of thofe of Britain to the 

Britijh Government, as there would be in 

conning over the Political Hiftory of Greece 

and her Colonies, to fhew that the Britijh 

Colonies ought to enjoy Freedom. 
“ t 9 x * • .• 

The Truth is that no Arguments drawn 

from Grecian Colonies, nor from thofe ot 

Rome, France, Spain, or any other Arbitrary 

Government,can influence in a Queftion con¬ 

cerning Britijh Liberty ; the citing a Num¬ 

ber of Foreign Cafes from Foreign Authors 

in fuch Cafe, rnuft appear all Parade and 

Flouriih, as it will certainly be found, that 
none 

immiTn uiiir iwyiT.M.ir^, ,wjry 
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none of them can be applicable, and that 

the Duty of Subjection of the Britijh Colo¬ 

nies, to the Government and the Nature of 

Britijh Freedom, can only be learned from 

the Laws and Principles of the Briti/h Con- 

ftitution; and by an Enquiry into the Nature 

of the particular Immunities granted them 

by Charter. 

• . - •' f . . % ■ t » 

There has been indeed an Argument 

againfl the exclufive Right claim’d by the 

Americans, drawn from the ACt of Parlia- 

ment made relative to the Manufacture of 

Hats in America ; this ACt has been fuppofed 

to be a Precedent which takes away the Pre- 

tenfion of fuch Right in the Colonies, as it 

has been faid to regulate internal Matters 

in them, and equally with the Stamp ACt, 

to affeCt the Privileges now claim’d by 

the Provinces. If the Colonies ought not 

of Right to be bound internally by Laws in 

the making of which they have no Part, the 

fhewing that this Right has been overlooked 

in one, two, or more Inflances, by no 

Means evinces that fuch Right is thereby loft 

or forfeited, but might rather be a Foun¬ 

dation for an Application for a Repeal of any 

Statute which has heretofore interfered there- 

C with. 



with, than drawn into Precedent to preclude 

them from an Application for the Repeal of 

one, in which their Liberty is more effen- 

tialiy interefted. If the Americans, not per¬ 

ceiving any great Inconveniency from the 

Ad: concerning the Manufacture of Hats, 

regarded it as a Law made folely for the 

Encouragement of tlie Plat Manufactory in 

England, and to prevent the Exportation of 

Mats from America, which the Preamble of 

that Statute clearly imports; and feeing it 

in this Light, did not apply for a Repeal of 

rt, no Inference can be drawn from their 

Acquiefcence, that can bar any Right they 

before had, which was of fuch Nature, that 

it could not be taken from them without 

their Confent. 

However I believe it will clearly appear, 

that that ACt was not intended to affeCt the 

American Rights, but folely for the Encou¬ 

ragement of the Hat Manufactory in Eng¬ 

land ■> and for that End to prevent the Ex¬ 

portation of Hats from the Ports of America, 

which' might interfere with that Branch of 

Commerce in Britain; and if fo, no Pa¬ 

rallel can be drawn between that Statute, 

and the Stamp ACb, which in no RefpeCt 

appears 

» ' 
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appears to have been designed for the En¬ 

couragement of Britijh Manufactures, nor 

to regulate American Exportations, which 

otherw-ife might interfere therewith; but 

hands iingly by itfelf, with ReipeCt to the 

EffeCt it may have on the Rights of the 

SubjeCt; its Confiftency or Inconfiltency with 

fuch Right, I believe therefore can only be 

confidered in the difcuffing a Queftion to 

which that ACt folely gave rife. 

• .f ■ ^ 

Wherefore having offered what I appre¬ 

hend to be neceflary to fhew the Imbeci¬ 

lity of Arguments againfl Britijh Provincial 

Liberty, drawn from the Regulations of 

Governments founded in Tyranny, and an- 

fwered the Objedlion to the Rights of the 

Colonies drawn from the A£t relative to the 

Manufacture of Hats in America. 
* » 

f f f p 

I fhall now proceed to confider thofe 

Rights as founded on the general Principles 

of the Britijh Confutation, and fuch Objec¬ 

tions to them, as have been thought to have 

been derived from the fame Principles, i he 

Privilege claimed by the Colonifts then, is as 

already has been intimated, that of not being 

to be taxed or bound by Laws made rcfpeft- 

C 2 ing 



ing their internal Polity, by a Legiflature m 

which they are not reprefented. As this 

Glaim fecms founded on tl^e natural Rights 

of Mankind, interwoven in the Genius and 

1 linciples of the Britijh Conftitution; and 

as no People can with the lead; Degree of 

I ropiiety be faid to be free, who have not 

a Pait in making the Laws by which they 

aie governed : It has been thought proper 

to endeavour to reconcile the Stamp Adi 

with thofe Rights, on the Suppoficion of a 

viitual Reprefentation of the Provinces in 

Parliament, which fome have alledged to 

be by the Members of Parliament chofen 

in' Britain, and others by the provincial 
Agents. 

When the Word virtually was introduced 
to raife an Idea it had never before convey'd, 
thole who thought they difcovered an Ad¬ 
vantage in ufing it for fuch Purpofe, would 
have done well to have lignified what they 
intended it fhould import. If by luppoling 

the Colonies virtually reprefented in Par¬ 
liament, by the Members of the Britijh 
Parliament is meant, that all or any of the 

Members of that Parliament are chofen by, 
or derive their Authority directly or indi- 

rcdlv, 
l" T ' • * 
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re&ly, in the Whole or in Part, from all 
the Colonies or any one of them, the Sup- 

pofition is not true> and if it is intended to 
lignify any thing lefs, it cannot be of the 

leaft Aid in fupporting an Opinion, that the 

Colonies are by any Means, or in any Man¬ 
ner whatever, reprefented in Parliament, 
and can only be regarded as an Expletive. 

That the People of England virtually confent 
to an Aft of Parliament may well enough 
lignify that the Members by whofe Confent 
fuch Aft was paded, were chofen by and 

derived their Authority from the People ol 
England: But to fay that the People of 
America confent to an Aft palled by the Mem¬ 

bers of the Britifh Parliament, who are not 

chofen by them, nor derive any Authority 
from them, is a Paradox too profound to be 

rendered intelligible by the Word virtu¬ 

ally. 

Let a Britijh Freeholder be ferioufiy told, 

that he is virtually reprefented in an American 
Adembly, by the Members of that Adem- 

bly, not one of whom had evei received 
any kind of Authority from him he will 
have no Doubt that his Underltanding is in- 
fulted, and yet the Myftery is not greater in 

one Cafe, than in the other. As to the 



Reprefentation by the Provincial Agents* ir 

may Suffice to obi'erve, that they are not 

lolcly chofen by the People, the Concur¬ 

rence of the Governor and Council being 

neeefTary to their Appointment: And befdes, 

not having the Privilege of voting or debat¬ 

es in I aihament, there is as little and there 

feems no Neceffity for faying Ids Reafon for 

a Suppofition of this Rcprefentation, than of 

the other. It being then evident, that the 

Colonies are in no manner reprelented in 

Parliament, and as their Inhabitants, from 

being born under the L^geance and Obe¬ 

dience of the fame King, are entitled to the 

Privileges of other Britijh Subjeds, it may 

not be improper to confider in what Light a 

Statute would appear to the People of Bn- 

tain, made by an Authority, in which they 

were not reprefented, by'which Statute they 

fhould be taxed, and fubjeded to Trials, 

not known to the common Law: Although 

fuch a Statute were made by an Affembly 

ever fo numerous, confiding of Perfonuees 

of the highefl Charader, and moft eminent 

Rank, it could not mils being regarded as 

an Infringement of the Peoples Rights, and 

fuch an one as ddlroyed the very Foundation 

of all Liberty; and there could not be a 

Doubt, but that fuch a Law fo made and 

carried 
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carried into Execution, would reduce the 

Nation to what might, with great Truth 

and Propriety, be called a State of Slavery : 

If it is impoffible then, to difiinguifh in 

Refpedt to Liberty, the State of Britain, 

under the Operation of fuch a Law fo enact¬ 

ed, from the State of America, if the Stamp 

Adi be carried into Execution, and I fee no 

Way of differencing the two Cafes, the Co- 

lonifls feem to have great Reafon for think ¬ 

ing that Adi cannot operate confidently with 

fuch Privileges, as of Right ought not to be 

taken from them : Thofe People, who fiom 

their firft Settlement, have been almofl con¬ 

tinually wading in Blood, in Defence of 

Briti/Jj Rights, and for the Prefervation and 

Extenfion of Britijh Dominion, cannot dif- 

cover a Difference between the Liberty of 

the Subjedl in Britain, and that of the Bri- 

tijh Subjedl in America : And as the fame 

Caufes are known to produce the fame Ei- 

fedts in fimilar Cafes,. I do not apprehend 

there is a Poffibility of convincing them, 

that any Method of Legiflation, which if e- 

flablifhed in Britain, would enflave the Na¬ 

tion, can be introduced for the Government 

of the Colonies, that would not deprive 

them of their Freedom. 

It 

I 

iv 
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it has indeed been infilled by fome, that 

the enforcing the Stamp Adt is neceffary, 

in older to fupport the Power of Parliament: 

I do not fee why the extenfivc Power of 

that eminent and relpecfable Body, Ihould at 

all Events, be drawn into a Dilpute, relative to 

the Propriety of a Statute, or its Confiflency 

or Inconfiflency with the Rights of the Sub¬ 

ject : Whatever Boundary there may be to 

the Power of Parliament, it is not ealily de¬ 

fined, the Law relative thereto being ex¬ 

tremely abflrufe, according to an Expreffion 

of Lord Coke, Paucis cognita; on the other 

Hand, the Rights of the Subjedt, as they are 

freely enjoyed in Britain, fo are they generally 

well underflood; I have therefore, in what 

I have offered, relative to the Adi for the 

Stamp Duty, confined myfelf, without en¬ 

tering into the Dodtrine of Parliamentary 

Power, to the Reafons, why I think it can¬ 

not confill with the Subjedts Liberty, and 

why, if carried into Execution, it will have 

Confequences detrimental to the Interefl of 

Britain, as well as to that of America. 

•* • 

If the Parliament fhall be of Opinion, 

that the Adi in Queflion is fubverfive of the 

Rights of the Subjedl, and there feems no 

Way 
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Way of iliGwing, that a People governed 

by Laws made without their Confent, can 

be free. And, if it fhall alfo be thought, 

that the Affeniblies of the different Provin¬ 

ces, are the beft capable of judging in what 

manner Taxes may be raifed in thole Pro- 

, vinces refpedtively, with the greateft Eafe 

to their Conftituents : Of which there cer- 

, tainly can be no Doubt. If the Colonics 

, have, with the greateft Chearfulnefs, hi¬ 

therto in their Affemblies, raifed the ordi¬ 

nary and extraordinary Supplies of Govern¬ 

ment, in Peace and War ; which their Aits 

and journals will abundantly teftify. If the 

Provincials have, in all the American Wars, 

been as free of their Perfons as of their Purfes, 

not only on the American Continent, but in 

the Illands, where the Flower of their Youth 

has been expended in the Caufe of Britain, 

in which, they could have had no Intereft 

but hers; which is well known to thofe 

who have been in thete Wars, or are ac¬ 

quainted with their Idiftory. II a parallel Con¬ 

duit may be ex petted from them, lhould 

the Intereft of Britain require it hereafter ; 

which their known Loyalty and Attach¬ 

ment put paft a Doubt. If it is evident 

. that the Adt in Queftion, will in its Confe- 
D . tpaences 
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qucnces be detrimental to the Trade ana 

Manufactures oi England > of which, you. 

Gentlemen, are by fir the bed: Judges. 

And laftly, it the Liberty and Freedom of 

the People, now redding in Britain, will 

be lefiened and diminifhed in its Value, by 

a Subverdon or Liberty in America, which 

teems a certain Coniequence, it the Privi¬ 

lege of a Briton, like all other Privileges, is 

ot greater or Idler Eftimation, in Proportion 

as it is enlarged or contracted. On thele, 

and other Confiderations, which may occur, 

without entering into a pa rticular Difquifi- 

tion, relative to the Boundary of parliamen¬ 

tary Power, the People of Britain, as well 

as thofe in America, may have Reafon to 

hope for a Repeal of the Law. 

I beg L eave, Gentlemen, to take Notice 

of what has been urged again ft the Expe¬ 

diency of repealing the Adi in Queftion, 

from a Suppodtion, that the Continent of 

America ought to be regarded as in a State of 

Rebellion, from the Riots and Difturhances 

which have there happened, fubfequent to 

the Enactment of that Law: It has been 

contended, that whatever Rights the People 
7 O i 

theretofore bifid, they are all forfeited bv 
* 

u thofe 
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thole Commotions and Infurreitions. The 

Weaknefs and Fallacy of this kind of Rea- 

foning, will obvioufly appear, when it i3 

oppofed by a Maxim univerfally received, 

and which never can be rejected, namely, 

“ that the Innocent ought not to fuffer for 

“ the Crimes of the Guilty.” There is no 

Country which has long enjoyed Freedom, 

in which the publick Tranquility has not, at 

Times, been interrupted by the Licentionl- 

nefs of fome diforderly Members of the 

Community : As there is no temporal En¬ 

joyment that is not accompanied with, or 

followed by fomething that renders it incom¬ 

plete ; this Inconvenience feems to be a dis¬ 

agreeable Condition, annexed to Liberty, 

and a Tax paid for its Enjoyment; but that 

the Whole fhould fuffer for the Delinquen¬ 

cy of a Few, is equally unjuft and abfurd. 

The Loyalty of the City of 'Edinburgh was 

not queftioned, on Account of the Mob 

which hanged Captain Pcrtccus, nor did the 

Infurredtion of the Spital-Fields Weavers, re¬ 

flect the lead; Sufpicion on the loyal City of 

London-, And yet the Conduit of neither of 

thefe Mobs can be juftified, more than that 

of thofe in America, and there feems no 

Reafon whv the Colonies fhould be involved 



i[ 28 ] 
in tlie Guilt of the American Mobs,, more 

than that either of thefe Cities fhould be 

. chargeable with Infurredtions, within them 

relpedlively. 

In the Variety of Matter that has been 

collected in Prejudice of the American 

, Caufe, which I have endeavoured to drew, 

and believe to be the Caufe of Britain alio. 
' ‘ * > * * fr 1 

Some have pretended to have difcovered a 

Spirit of Contempt to the fupreme Power of 

the Realm, in the Reprefentations from the 

Colonies, on the Subjedt of the Stamp Adi: 

And as an implicit Obedience is due to every 

Adi of Parliament, it has been alledged, 

. .that in Piace of giving any Attention to thofe 

Applications, they ought to be treated as 

punifhable Adis of Difobedience. Whoever 

can be prevailed on to think in this Manner, 

would do well to confider, that there is no¬ 

thing new in the repealing an Adt of Parli¬ 

ament, when it is difcovered, that it is not 

likely to produce the good Effedts which 

had been expedted from it, and that the 

, Confequence which a Statute has had, or 

probably will have, cannot be fo well 

known by any other Means, as by Re- 

monftrances from the People immediately 

affedted 

■Mill.I III 1 .m 
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could not be 

Breach of Duty in them, to apply for a Re¬ 

peal of it; and if fo, the People of America 

who are to be immediately affedted by its 

Operation, if it is permitted to operate, may 

undoubtedly expedt the fame Indulgence; 

and though the Lieutenant Governor ot 

New York was pleafed to pronounce with 

the Air of Infallibility of a Roman Pontiff, 

that the Proceedings of the Provincial Com- 

miflioners were unconftitutional, before he 

knew what they were, I have no Apprehen- 

jion, that any dutiful Reprefentations they 

may make, will be refufed the Attention 

which their Importance may merit, much 

lefs that they will be regarded as punilhable 

Adts of Difobedience. An unnatural Pa¬ 

rent may whip a Child till it cries, and then 

whip it for trying, but the national Juftice 

of Britain, will not permit the Infant Co¬ 

lonies to fear a fimilar Condudt in the Mo¬ 

ther Country. 

The Objections to the Rights claimed by 

the Provinces, will, I believe, Gentlemen, 
•J Jl .» V „ . , 

all 

Were the People of Britain * 

t the Adt in Queftion would in 

greatly injure their Intereft, it 

thought any Impropriety, or 
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all appear light, and feveral of them even 

trivial, but trivial as they are, in treating of 

thofe Rights, it might have feemed an O- 

mifiion not to have anfwered them, which 

Confideration, together with the Importance 

of the Subjedt, I hope will in fome meafure 

apologize for the Length to which they have 

been the Caufe of protradling this Letter. 

I am 

Gentlemen 

Tours, &c. ~&c. 










