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PREFACE.

——

TeE principal points which the Author has
endeavoured to establish in the following
pages are as follows :—

1. That the Hohenzollern candidature was
a legitimate grievance to France, and was
acknowledged to be such by the Neutral
Powers. : '

2. That the French Government, in spite
of sundry indiscretions which Count Bis-
marck dexterously used against it, really
desired a pacific solution of the question.

3. That Count Bismarck got up the
Hohenzollern intrigue with his eyes wide
open to all the consequences that have
followed.

4. That Prussia never withdrew, directly
or indirectly, the candidature of Prince
Leopold of Hohenzollern, and that the



























4  Who is Responsible for the War ?

Maprip, July 2.
Marshal Prim has returned here to preside this evening
at an important Council of Ministers. He will return to
Vichy at the end of July. The assertion of the Epoca, that
negotiations had commenced with a Prince of the reigning
family of North Germany, is unfounded.

Maprip, July 3 (Afternoon).
It is stated that Genmeral Prim has sent a deputation to
Prussia to offer the crown of Spain to a Prince of Hohenzol-
lern, who has accepted the proposal. It is added that the
Prince would be proclaimed king without any preliminary
sanction of the Cortes.

Maprip, July 3 (Evening).

Several journals confirm the news that the Government
is negotiating with a new candidate to the throme. . . .
The Imparcial states that at the Council of Ministers, which
is to be held to-morrow or Tuesday, at La Granja, under the
presidency of the Regent, the question of the candidate to
the throne will be discussed.

The Paris press sounded the alarm at once,
and declared with equal unanimity and urgency
that the accession of a Hohenzollern to the
throne of Spain implied a serious danger to
France. On the 5th of July the Spanish Govern-
ment formally elected Prince Leopold of Hohen-
zollern-Sigmaringen ; and on the following day
the London press began to discuss the subject.
I believe it was unanimous in condemnation of

the project. ‘We are in no way surprised at

























































































































































































































































































































































Who is Responsible for the War? 119

that ¢ righteousness exalteth a nation” and that
‘“ gin is a reproach to any people.”” God’s moral
laws cannot be broken with impunity, nor is it true
that He is always ‘‘ on the side of the great bat-
talions.”” He may paralyse their strength, or
raise against them battalions still greater, as the
French people have learnt to the;ir cost. It may
be necessary perhaps that France should drink
the cup of humiliation to the dregs; but woe to
him who puts the cup to her lips. ¢ They that
spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all they that prey
upon thee will I give for a prey.”” The French of
to-day are expiating the crimes of the first Empire,
and perhaps of the second also. A future genera-
tion of Germans may yet have to atone for the
perfidy and excesses of Count Bismarck.



APPENDIX

Four Letters to the Editor of “ THE TIMES,” published
under the heading, “ 1s PEACE POSSIBLE ?”

?
“ The Times,” Thursday, October 27, 1870.
1.

To teE Epitor or ‘“ T TiMEs.”

Sir,—In the interesting letter of your distin-
guished correspondent ¢“M. M.,” I observe two
assertions which seem to me open to criticism.
He says that France ¢ attacked Germany with
the avowed purpose of annexing German soil.”’
I have little doubt that if France had been vic-
torious, she would have annexed German soil ;
but certainly that was not the ¢ avowed purpose >’
of the French Government when it entered on the
war ; on the contrary, it disavowed foreign con-
quest. Its . avowed purpose ’’ was to guard
itself against the alleged aggressive intentions of
Prussia. . .

Your correspondent may reply that, if not by










































134 Who is Responsible for the War ?

that the King ‘ could not receive him again.”
Your own able Correspondent at Berlin told the
public of England how the news of this incident
made the whole population of Berlin wild with

excitement :—

There was but one opinion as to the manly and worthy
conduct of the King; there was but one determination to
follow his example, and take up the gauntlet flung into their
face. By 10 o’clock the square in front of the Royal Palace
was crowded with an excited multitude. Hurrahs for the
King, and cries of “To the Rhine!” were heard on all sides.
Similar demonstrations were made in other quarters of the
town. It was the explosion of a long pent up anger.

Now let it be remembered that this momentous
piece of news, fraught with such dire conse-
quences, was first published in the Norddeutsche
Zeitung, Count Bismarck’s organ, and that it was
thence telegraphed all over the world; and we
need not wonder at the excitement which it caused
in France, an excitement still more intensified by
a subsequent telegram, which announced that the
Emperor Napoleon had demanded an apology
from the King of Prussia. Let it be remembered,
too, that after the withdrawal of Prince Hohen-
zollern by his father, Lord A. Loftus called on
Count Bismarck to congratulate him on the re-
establishment of the peace of Europe. And






























144 Who is Responsible for the War ?

quering in a war which Austria did not provoke, .
not content with Austria’s acknowledgment of
defeat, not content with a large indemnmity, was
seriously bent on seizing Austrian territory. And
because France used her influence to prevent the
dismemberment of Austria, Prussia, as repre-
sented by her press and army, ‘ was for war
against France.”

This is “ M. M.’s >’ admission ; and an admis-
sion more fatal to his argument I cannot con-
ceive. True, he says, that ¢ Bismarck counselled
peace.”” But Bismarck knew well that a war
against France and Austria combined, with
Austria’s Venetian army released, and with Den-
mark ready to avenge Diippel, would be a doubtful
venture. A war then meant Prussia alone
against France, Austria, Denmark, and the con-
quered members of the extinet Confederation ;
and therefore ¢ Count Bismarck counselling
peace ”’ does mnot count for much. Count
Bismarck has never scrupled to put down freedom
of speech with'an iron hand when it suited his
purpose. Is there any evidence that he did any-
thing to restrain the French crusade preached by
the Prussian press? At all events, when France






























154 Who is Responsible jfor the War ?

the dismantling of the frontier fortresses and the
neutralization, for war purposes; of the provinces
in dispute, will be a better guarantee of peace
than the forcible seizure of an unwilling popula-
tion. Germany has shown Europe the way to
many a victory alike in the arts of peace and of
war. Would that she would now give it an
example of the noblest victory of all—the
victory of self-restraint in the hour of her
triumph and her pride! And who more com-
petent to give her such advice than “M. M.,”
wielding as he does a great and well-deserved
influence both in the country of his adoption and
in that of his birth ? SCRUTATOR.

J. OGDZX AND CO., PRINTERS, 172, 8T. JOHN STREET, E.C.
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