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WOMAN'S WRONGS.

HE friendliness existing between wo-

men and clergymen, though not
usually considered especially complimen-
tary to either class, is a matter of com-
mon recognition. It is generally referred
to with a certain half-bantering conde-
scension, that sometimes scarcely stops
short of a sneer. Yet this friendliness
is in part, at least, founded on a law of
human nature which it is not wise to
overlook. Clergymen, whatever may be
their theories about woman, are forced
by the very exigencies of their profes-
sion to treat women as independent hu-
man beings. The teachings and the

example of the Divine Master are too
1





























































































22 WGNAYS WRONGS.

men forced to hang on yard-arms ?  Does
Dr. Todd eam his kiving by <buming
over a smehingfurmace”? Has not a
man, in spite of his nght of suffrage. we
will not say in consequence of it. power
to say whether he will or will not spend
his days as a barber? Do net men be-
come doctors, lawyers, architects, artisans,
laborers, as they will, guided by taste,
fitness, or ambition? When women be-
come men, why must they pass under a
different law > Why must Lucretia Mott
go to the Arctic Ocean and hunt seals,
while Dr. Todd may stay at home and
write sermons ? Through stress of need,
men sometimes pursue uncongenial occu-
pations, but women do it already. By
becoming men they would lose noth-
img in that direction. I know of no
employment which men are absolutely
forced to adopt, except thal of war. If
women vote, they must alsc “ wear jack-






















































7 PALNE FEIRES

Whit doex Dy Todd propose” He
durs e avennes 10 emplovnent : what
Aot be open instead *

Nathing Absolutely nothing.

He hax no more to zay on the subject.
He taker up at once another theme.
The seventy thousand women may sit
on the curbstome and suck their thumbs,
for anything he has to suggest. It bears
rathey hard on woman now, he admits,
but it will eventually right itself Suck-
ing your thumb is not a lucrative, nor,
sfter a certain age, an honorable or
ngreeable occupation, but in course of
seventy or a thqusand years something
botter may offer; which is consoling.
Rinrving is not pleasant now; but to
save off starvation by going into a dry-
goods shop and upturning all the ar-
rangoments of Providence is not wise.
A protty Providence, truly, that scatters
through tho State seventy thousand more
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God’s law of the sexes, — against mar
riage,” and 0 forth.

“( woman' your worst enemy s he
who scouts at marriage, . . . . who would
cruelly lift you out of your sphere and
try to reverse the very laws of God;
who tries to make you believe that you
will find independence, wealth, and re-
nown in man’s sphere, when your only
safety and happiness is in patiently,
lovingly, and faithfully performing the
duties and enacting the relations of
your own sphere. Women of my coun-
try! beloved in your own sphere, can’t
you see that man, rough, stern,....
head, . ... woman, . ... patient, . ... lov-
ing,....heart” I give only the catch-
words ; every one can fill the gaps for
himself.

It is the old refrain. Everything is
just as it should be, except that women
are not contented. They are beloved
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Proving Dr. Todd wrong is, I am quite
aware, a totally different thing from
proving any one else right. The fitness
of female suffrage does not depend upon
the character of its adherents or op-
ponents. The question stands precisely
where it stood before Dr. Todd took up
his pen. It has been so long discussed,
with so much ability and so much dis-
ability, that it would seem as if every
wise and every foolish thing that could
be said about it had been already said,
and one feels disposed to apologize at
every step for reopening the subject.
- But the publication of Dr. Todd’s essay,
and its reception by our reverend as-
semblies of divines and our social philos-
ophers, speedily transform the amiable
disposition into an impulse to follow the
example of the renowned Jenny Geddes,
and fling a stool at their heads. A gen-
eration that accepts “ Woman’s Rights”









76 WOMAN'S WRONGS.

right with men to vote. The objection
is, that the exercise of .that right will
change, first, the womanly nature, and’
second, the womanly sphere. It will
make women bold, pushing, masculine.
It is essentially unwomanly.

But what is it that is unwomanly, —
the possession of political opinion, or the
expression of that opinion by walking
to the vestry, or the town-house, or the
public hall, and putting a piece of pa-
per in a box? Not surely the former.
Surely we all know that women are al-
ready in the habit of forming opinions
on politics. More than this, their in-
terest in and their knowledge of politics
are exactly in proportion to their intel-
ligence, to their intellect; not at all in
proportion to their amiability or their
femininity. A woman may be ignorant
of politics, and be graceful, lovely, fas-
cinating, or she may be coarse, harsh,
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session, as we have seen, she already
holds. Wives, mothers, daughters, who
discharge with fidelity every domestic
and social duty, are conversant with na-
tional and international affairs. Nay, I
have no hesitation in affirming that ex-
actly in proportion as a woman is clear-
sighted, farsighted, judicious in her do-
mestic and social administration, in just
that proportion is her judgment of pub-
lic affairs clear and just and wise.
Faithful in least, faithful in much, is
not the axiom of religion only. Stories,
theories, rumors, assert the contrary;
appearances sometimes indicate the con-
trary, but I never knew a fact that did
not confirm this statement.

Is it then the act of casting a ballot
which is to draw or drive woman out
of her sphere, — this woman who in the
centre of her sphere has already per-
formed all the work preliminary to vot-
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consciously as a part of their recreation,
and is not the time spent in voting so
small as to exercise no appreciable influ-
ence on the ordinary year’s wages of
the common workingman? Does the
wife of the butcher or of the shoe-
maker suffer any measurable depriva-
tion from her husband’s absorption in
politics ? Is there anything in the na-
ture of woman which would lead us to
suppose that her devotion to politics
"~ would be greater than that of her hus-
band or that to her husband? or that
it would be more difficult for her to
acquire knowledge than for him? On
the contrary, would not the change from
the narrow circle of her domestic home
to the great circle of her national home
be a benefit to her? Would it not
be to her as to her husband, and even
more than to her husband, inasmuch
as the change to her would be greater,
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ing is harder 1o force, than nature. If
women have a nataral distaste and un-
fitness for public life, there is no more
danger of their voting themselves into
public officcrs than there is of men’s
voting themselves into nursery-maids.
Undoubtedly there are women — excep-
tional cases, if you please — who are
much better fitted to hold office than
most men.  There are women who are
hetter  orators, better mathematicians,
hetter husiness managers than most men.
Voting will not make them so, as absence
of voting has not prevented their be-
coming such.  These women may pos-
xibly become publie officers, but such
women always have become public offi-
core, Fitness for the work was long
apo  considered  a vindication  of the
work, ‘There is no record that the most
conzervative  lamaclites ever objected to
Deboral’s judgeship. or that Hilkiah the
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us who are Orthodox Congregationalists
know very well that we never excuse
our fellowsinners from repentance be-
cause they do not wish to repent. This
very fact of unwillingness we bring as
the heaviest charge against them, and
with all the more vehemence urge them
to n change of heart as the necessary
preciror of o change of life. If wo-
men ought to vote, their indifference to
voting in but o rign that they are dead
in trespamees and sins,

Moreover, it cannot bo denied that there
are many women who do wish to vote.
On what ground shall they be debarred
ftom doing =0? Kven though it were
granted — what ir by no means proved
— that the majority of American women
do not wigh to vote, how does that affect
the winovity who do wish it1? Because
A B and C do not wish to oxercise a cer
tain mght. shall D not be allowed to
exoreise it 0
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many, and of the most serious moment
to all.

To many the tiimsiness and folly of the
arguments brought against female suf-
frage have been its strongest recommen-
dation. If this is all that so violent an
opposition can bring forward against a
cause, the cause must be a wise one. It
has seemed to me a certain but a distant
event; if, however, Dr. Todd can, in the
language of one of his admirers, be in-
duced to reconsider his determination to
write no more, it is not impossible .that
we may count the female vote at the
next Presidential election! But towards
female suffrage, in itself considered, I have
never been able to feel otherwise than
indifferent. There are so many things so
infinitely more important, more close to
the welfare and happiness of society and
of individuals, and especially is the hap-
piness of woman so apart from, and inde-
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alone is but a fragment Neither rises or
falls withont taking the other with it
The male vote does not represent male
thought alone; it is the product of both
male and female thinkingz. The Lfe of
our men and women is constantly and
inextricably intertwined; in the house,
in the church. in the assembly, in work
and worship and recreation, they are
inseparable companions, every moment
giving and receiving influence. They
are o closely joined that their reciprocal
relations are the most powerful and im-
portant relations of life. So the man
represents the woman because he needs
must; and he is equally represented by
the woman. In any community the char-
acter of either sex may be inferred from
that of the other. The very laws that
bear 8o unjustly on woman represent
not only a man’s thought of woman, but
woman’s thought of herself. If the wo-
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men of Massachusetts, or of New York,
or of any State where there are unjust
laws, should rise in a body as women
and demand the repeal of those laws,
they would be repealed. Strong as are
love of power, and the might of brute
force, and the greed of gain, there ix
no man and no law that can stand
out against the concentrated will of
women. It is hecause the mass of wo-
men do not know what the laws are, or
do not care, that the laws stand. The
improvement in laws respecting women
since the Woman’s Rights agitation com-
menced shows what can be done even
by a few women without the ballot,
This no more militates against the vots:
of women than against the vote of men;
but, if true, it shows that, when eithey
sex votes, the other does in womne wsenw:
vote with it. It is not the legislators
alone, it is the Woman’s Rights woten
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who have been at work repealing old
laws and enacting new. Let the women
of America make up their minds what
laws they want, and they will have them,
and may laugh at the ballot.

It is utterly irrational to have scores
wird hundreds of illiterate foreigners, just
naturalized, go to the polls and send one
of their own number to make laws for
the nation, while an educated and intel-
ligent woman is not allowed to cast a
vote to keep him at home. But I see
no measure intended to keep the igno-
rant man away from the polls; only a
proposition to enable him to bring his
ignorant wife with him. We are not
planning to order up a reserved force of
intelligence to bear upon unintelligence ;
for the unintelligence is to order up its
reserves just as freely; and the two re-
serves must pound away at each oth-
er, leaving the original forces precisely -
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How politicians would interest them-
selves in finding places for her!” But
I can only say, far distant be that day!
If the possession of the ballot is to en-
list woman in the great army of office-
seekers, it will be a disastrous possession
both to herself and the state. I can-
not look upon such a sentiment from a
woman without dismay. Are women to
be elevated by becoming entangled with
politicians and intriguing for places ?
Are men thus elevated? Is it gener-
ally considered a creditable and honora-
ble employment for men to be hanging
upon the skirts of Congressmen? Find-
ing places for her! I trust the ballot,
if it does anything, will enable woman
to command place for herself I trust
that the mischievous doctrine that places
are to be found for persons, and not per-
sons for places, will receive no counte-
nance from women. The enormous losses
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er's character, position, and functions
would have prevented such a display of
“ plantation manners.” It would make it
impossible for a community to choose, as
the medium of communication between
itself and its teachers, a man capable
of the combined churlishness and cow-
ardice of this clergyman. Or, if he
should creep into office, it would make
it impossible for him to exercise his cow-
ardice and churlishness by singling out
the female teachers for insult, while
adroitly exonerating by implication the
male teachers, who, as it was his busi-
ness to know, are equally responsible.
It would shed, even through his brain,
some glimmering consciousness that a
body of teachers whom it was fit thus
to address were persons totally unfit to
be intrusted with the education of chil-
dren, and that therefore the blame
of their shortcomings would rest with
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“The education of girls now-a-days is
extremely absurd,” an honorable gentle-
man is reported in the morning paper to
have said at a meeting of the Social Sci-
ence Association. “There is no sense in
having girls study Greek and Latin when
they cannot make good bread, pies, or
puddings”; and every girl of character
and individuality who read his words
vowed in her heart eternal hostility to
the making of bread, pies, and puddings,
—a vow which she will faithfully keep
till some strong influence comes upon
her, and makes the distasteful work
pleasant. But meanwhile the contempt-
uous words have borne fruit of indigna-
tion and disdain towards the speaker,
when there might have been respect and
docility. Why will men destroy the ad-
vantage which their education, their posi-
tion, and their sex give them, by these
foolish words? Why will they be so
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women, when women shall be encour-
aged to a free and full development,
there is a sort of wisdom in their small-
talk of bread and butter. Happily there
arec men who have sufficient selfrespect
to look, not only without dismay, but
with lively satisfaction, upon every sign
of improvement in the character and
cducation of women; who feel neither
gratified nor conciliated to hear a woman
declare that she cares nothing about pol-
itics and has all the rights she wants;
men who are not deceived by the senti-
mentalisms of a threadbare chivalry, but
who see and say that the influence of a
large-natured woman is elevating, and
the influence of a small-natured woman
is degrading.

Breadth and depth of culture are the
only royal road even to good house-
keeping. Granted that the majority of
women do lead a domestic life, and should
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that displeasure is swallowed up in love.
O, never man spake like this man'!

I wish our grave and reverend teach-
ers could know how deep, how thorough,
how abiding is the repugnance felt by
every woman not debased by corrupt
male influence towards those who, in-
stead of teaching men to be so pure and
high-minded as to be worthy of becom-
ing husbands and fathers, spend their
strength in.inculcating upon women the
duty of becoming wives and mothers,
enforcing that by argument which should
only be won by grace, degrading into
n means of coarse material prosperity
that which is meant to minister the
finest spiritual succor, till all the sacra-
ments of life scem likely to be swept
away.

How long shall men attempt to steady
the ark of the Lord by putting forth
upon it their own unconsecrated hands?
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fields, at the mammoth fairs, men and
women wrought side by side, the great
hearts of both sexes bearing down all the
clamors of incompetence, and petty, brief
authority, and never clashing with each
other. Men and women ordered, organ-
ized, and obeyed, as instinct and fitness
prompted. Their “spheres” cut across
one another without the slightest regard
to, or the smallest hindrance from, tradi-
tion. The “Boys in Blue,” a book which
almost revives dgain the sacred fury
of those glorious days, shows again and
again how utterly false and futile are
the old dogmas of woman’s sphere,—how
quickly they shrivel in the ardor of
a purpose or a passion,—how woman’s
sphere comprises everything that needs
to be done and that she can do. Men
went out to fight, and women went out
to heal; and the fighting men became
women in weakness and tenderness and
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tenderness. Those who were the reverse
cursed her, and clamored for her re-
moval. . ... Her efforts not only saved
unnumbered lives and mitigated untold
sufferings in her own hospitals, but, by
the example they afforded to others, be-
came schools of instruction. Her huge
organized laundries saved hundreds of
thousands of dollars to the government
and to the Sanitary Commission, by wash-
ing what would otherwise have been de-
stroyed, to say nothing of the health
and comfort they bestowed upon the sick.
She was herculean in strength, and in-
domitable in will, and possessed the most
extraordinary endurance. She saw no
lions in the way, admitted the existence
of no obstacles, —naming what others
would regard as such ‘cobwebs,’ — and
these she demolished with nonchalant
and invincible energy. The surgeons
admitted that she had no rival in extem-
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spell of her sweet unlikeness. In the
Inrge helpfulness, the irresistible attrac-
tion of her life, she bodies forth all that
woman will be to man, all that man will
receive from woman, all the honor where-
with he shall crown her in the day of
their yet distant espousals.

THE, END.

Cambridga : Sterentyped and Printed by Welch, Bigelow, & Co.





















